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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A fisherman enjoying a tranquil sunset at a beach in Kuwait. —Photo by Basheer Al-Khairallah (KUNA)

Syrian refugee children draw Kuwait’s flag during a ceremony held by Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charity in
Turkey.  —KUNA

Amir’s UN honoring
spurs Kuwait’s 
philanthropy
KUWAIT: The fourth anniversary marking United Nations
honoring of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah with the title ‘Leader of
Humanitarian Action’ has spurred further latest Kuwaiti
philanthropic activities at diverse levels. Last week’s
humanitarian activities capped with Kuwait donating
neighboring Iraq four ambulances and medical equipment
worth $1.8 million, as part of a campaign dubbed ‘Kuwait
by your Side’. The handover, which took place in a cere-
mony held in Baghdad’s Green Zone, was attended by
Secretary General of the Iraqi Cabinet Mahdi Al-Alak,
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iraq Salem Al-Zamanan, Iraqi
officials and a representative from the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS).

Alak said in a statement during the ceremony that such
donation and humanitarian support from Kuwait would
help in areas liberated from the so-called Islamic State
(IS).”Such initiative for Iraq has been taken by the State of
Kuwait and His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah who is keen on providing support for Iraq,” Al-
Alak added.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Zamanan said that this cam-
paign, which was first initiated by His Highness the Amir,
aims to help the Iraqi people recover from difficult times
and crises, which resulted in destruction and loss of many
vital services needed due to the brutal acts of the IS ter-
rorists. “The people of Kuwait had supported Iraq since
2003 through humanitarian operations and an allocation of
$500 million, and was handled back then by Kuwaiti
Ambassador Ali Al-Mumen,” Zamanan added.” The move
continued through Kuwait’s contribution and through
Kuwait’s campaign beside you,” the ambassador noted.

Also in Iraq, Kuwait covered costs of prostheses for
460 persons who were seriously injured in areas previous-
ly controlled by the IS. In the fifth phase of this initiative,
Kuwaiti Society for Relief paid for fitting prostheses to 50
Iraqis, who took part in a celebratory swimming tourna-
ment. “Many Iraqis were hurt under [Daesh’s] control and
now after war dust dissipated came the phase for restoring
hope for those who were victims of criminal acts,” said

Kuwaiti General Consul in Irbil Dr Omar Al-Kandari.
Irbil Governor Nawzad Hadi Mawlood, who attended

the ceremony, expressed gratitude to Kuwait for the ongo-
ing support for Iraq, particularly the Kurdistan region.
Kuwait has dispatched scores of aid-bearing convoys to
various Iraqi regions. Among the activities was treating
more than 500 patients. In Jordan, Kuwaiti Ambassador
Abdulaziz Al-Daihani delivered to King Hussein Cancer
Foundation $1.6 million worth of cash aid to support full
medical care for patients. The ambassador, in remarks on
sidelines of his meeting with the foundation General
Director Nisreen Qatamesh, affirmed Kuwait’s keenness on
supporting various relief and charitable activities in the
Middle East and the world. The humanitarian Kuwaiti ges-
ture toward Jordan coincided with the fourth anniversary
of the United Nations’ designation of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as
‘Leader Humanitarian Action’ and Kuwait as ‘Center of
Humanitarian Action’. Qatamesh lauded the continuous
Kuwaiti aid at official and grass-root levels, depicting
depth of the relationship between the two countries.

As for Yemen, Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
inaugurated a philanthropic project for relieving Yemenis,
relocated from the embattled province of Al-Hodaiah — in
coordination with King Salman Relief Center, said Maha
Al-Barjas, the society Secretary General in a statement.
The KRCS has distributed 10,000 food parcels to 5,000
families affected with the events in Al-Hodaidah.
Mohammad Al-Enezi, head of the KRCS delegation to
Yemen, said the activity was in line with instructions by His
Highness the Amir, affirming that the charitable actions
would continue in regions such as Hais, Al-Khokha and Al-
Tahtiah. As to Turkey, Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charity declared
paying studies’ costs for 2,400 Syrian refugees. Ibrahim
Al-Badr, the society director for external education, said
that the society opened schools in several countries,
including two in Turkey. Three more schools will be estab-
lished in Turkey soon. Moreover, the Kuwaiti society spon-
sors 50 university-level students outside Kuwait, Badr
said, affirming particular concern for securing necessities
for the Syrian refugees. Bader, accompanied by the socie-
ty General Director Dr Mohammad Al-Ansari, inspected
Al-Najat School in border village of Shanly. In Ghana, a
ceremony was held at the Kuwaiti embassy headquarters
in the capital — attended by Kuwaiti Ambassador
Mohammad Al-Failakawi who handed $150,000 worth of
cheques to the executive director of the social care society
Mansour Abu-Zaid. The money had been donated by
Kuwaiti citizens.


