
SAN FRANCISCO: Mayors, governors, entrepre-
neurs, CEOs, investors and celebrities delivered a dou-
ble-edged message Friday at the close of a climate
summit in San Francisco: global warming is making the
planet unliveable — but we know how to fix it. “We are
using the sky as an open sewer, it’s insane,” former US
vice president Al Gore told the conference, noting that
humanity belches 110 million tons of heat-trapping pol-
lution into the atmosphere
every day. “Will we
change? That’s what the
Global Climate Action
Summit is all about.”

Over three days, thou-
sands of delegates from the
private and public sectors
showcased policies and
innovations aimed at reduc-
ing that flow of greenhouse
gases. Cities are converting
to all-electric vehicle fleets
and setting deadlines for
banishing gas-guzzling cars from their roads; compa-
nies have vowed to operate only with renewable ener-
gy, including a few smokestack multinationals in the
developing world.

“Clean and green is profitable,” Mahendra Singhi,
CEO of Dalmia Cement Ltd in India told AFP. Investors
managing fortunes said they were purging coal, oil and
gas from their portfolios; young entrepreneurs showed
off energy-efficiency apps and inventions. Provincial
and state governors in tropical countries vowed to
empower indigenous peoples who have been managing
forests sustainably since before “sustainable” was even
a word.

Zero-carbon future 
But all these efforts may be in vain, the delegates

warned, if national governments fail to do their part.
“Now is the time for all leaders to step up and take bold
action,” they said in an appeal framed as a Call to Action.
“We call on the national governments of the world to
step up ambition now... and chart a clear path to your
zero-carbon future.”

“We have enough critical
mass in the private sector
now to help spur that politi-
cal process,” said Paul
Polman, CEO or Unilever, one
of the world’s largest con-
sumer goods companies.  The
196-nation Paris Agreement,
inked in 2015, enjoins nations
to cap global warming this
century at “well below” two
degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit), and to strive for
a ceiling of 1.5 C if possible. 

With only one degree Celsius of warming so far, Earth
has seen a crescendo of deadly heatwaves, droughts,
floods and superstorms engorged by rising seas. But UN
talks to implement the treaty, which goes into effect in
2020, have stalled over disagreements on money to help
poor countries green their economies and brace for
unavoidable climate impacts. 

More urgent still is the so-called “ambition gap”
between voluntary national commitments to curb carbon
pollution, and what is needed to keep global temperature
rises under 2 C. Even if all nations honor current pledges
— many of which depend on climate finance that does
not yet exist — the world will heat up by an unbearable

3.5 C, scientists have calculated.

‘Kick this monster’s ass’ 
A climate summit convened by UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres next fall “is what is going to
determine whether we can save the Paris Agreement or

not,” said David Paul, Environment Minister for the
Marshall Islands. The transition to a greener global
economy has been hampered by US President Donald
Trump, who opted out of the Paris pact months after
taking office, saying it would pose a “burden” on the
US economy. — AFP 
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SAN FRANCISCO: A woman dressed as a tree stands in front of foliage on a residential street during the Global
Climate Action Summit. —AFP 

Climate summit ends with 
a double-edged message 

‘We are using the sky as an open sewer, it’s insane’ 

Trump SC 
pick denies
1980s sexual
assault story
WASHINGTON: President Donald
Trump’s conservative pick for the
Supreme Court Brett Kavanaugh
denied Friday involvement in an alleged
sexual assault on a woman while they
were in high school in the 1980s. In a
statement released to US media,
Kavanaugh rejected the woman’s claim,
made in a letter to the Democrats vet-
ting his nomination, that he tried to
force himself on her during a party.

“I categorically and unequivocally
deny this allegation. I did not do this
back in high school or at any time,”
Kavanaugh said in the statement. The
allegation came just one week before
the Senate Judiciary Committee is to
vote on his nomination. If approved
by the committee and the whole

Senate, as expected, Kavanaugh is
likely to decidedly tilt the court to the
conservatives for years to come.

Democrats fighting the nomination
say that could turn the court away
from guaranteed abortion rights,
against programs that benefit disad-
vantaged minorities, and for greater
presidential immunity from the law.
On Thursday, Senator Dianne
Feinstein, the senior Democrat on the
Judiciary Committee, announced
cryptically that she had forwarded to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
“information from an individual con-
cerning the nomination.”

The information came from an indi-
vidual who wanted to remain anony-
mous and had declined to press the
issue themselves, Feinstein said.
According to an account in The New
Yorker, the incident happened while
Kavanaugh, now 53, attended the elite
Georgetown Preparatory Catholic all-
boys high school in suburban
Washington. The woman, from a near-
by high school, was allegedly at a par-
ty where the youths were drinking
alcohol. —AFP 

Iraq elects pro-Iran list
candidate as speaker
BAGHDAD: The Iraqi parliament elected the candidate of a pro-Iran
list as speaker yesterday, paving the way for the formation of a gov-
ernment more than four months after legislative polls. The country has
been in political paralysis since the May 12 ballot, but the election of a
speaker is expected to solidify new parliamentary alliances. Iraq has a
proportional system aimed at preventing a slide back into dictatorship
following the 2003 ouster of Saddam Hussein.

The lists elected during legislative polls must first form coalitions.
The bloc with the most members appoints the prime minister and pre-
sides over the formation of the next government. The pro-Iran bloc led
by Hadi Al-Ameri’s Conquest Alliance — a coalition of anti-jihadist
veterans close to Tehran — looked positioned to take the lead yester-
day after the election of its candidate, Mohammed Al-Halbusi. The
new speaker was governor of the Sunni-majority province of Anbar, a
key battleground in the war against the Islamic State group, before his
election to parliament on a local list in May. Born in 1981, he will be
the youngest speaker of parliament in Iraq’s history. His two deputies
were expected to be chosen later yesterday.

During the vote, Halbusi pleaded for “real reforms”, particularly
after demonstrations last week in the southern oil-rich city of Basra
turned deadly as protesters demanded improved public services and
railed against corruption. In Iraq, the speaker of parliament is always
Sunni Arab while the prime minister is picked from the country’s Shiite
majority and the president is a Kurd. Parliamentary coalitions —
which bring together lists of Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds to form the
largest group — must agree on the selection of the three positions. 

Halbusi ran against three other candidates, including Vice President

Osama Al-Nujaifi and former Defence Minister Khaled Al-Obeidi.
Obeidi was backed by the list of outgoing Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi, who said Thursday he would not seek a second term as his
political support crumbled over the violence in Basra. Basra has been
at the epicenter of protests that broke out in July in the southern
province before spreading to other parts of the country.  —AFP 

BAGHDAD: This handout video grab taken from live footage released by
the Iraqi Parliament yesterday shows newly-elected parliament speak-
er Mohamed Al-Halbusi addressing the chamber in the capital
Baghdad. — AFP 

Turkish police 
detain protesting 
airport workers
ISTANBUL: Turkish police have detained hun-
dreds of workers protesting over labor conditions
at Istanbul’s new airport, a giant project champi-
oned by President Tayyip Erdogan and due to
open next month, a union leader said yesterday.
The protest broke out after a shuttle bus accident
on Friday in which 17 workers were injured, said
Ozgur Karabulut, general manager of the Dev
Yapi-Is union. Thousands of workers joined the
demonstration, which was broken up by police
and gendarmes deploying in riot control vehicles
and firing tear gas, he said. “They broke into the
workers’ camp with 30 gendarmerie, broke down
the doors and detained around 500 workers,”
Karabulut told Reuters by phone. He said he was
speaking from a local gendarmerie where he was
seeking the workers’s release.

Opposition parliamentarian Ali Bayar, from the
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP),
put the number of those detained at around 400.
The workers’ quarters “look like a detention
camp...When we went there this morning gen-
darmerie soldiers were still detaining workers,”
Bayar told Reuters. The new airport, which Turkey
says will become the biggest in the world, is one
of the showcase projects of a 15-year construc-
tion boom under Erdogan who has overseen
building of bridges, ports and railways which have
transformed the country. The growth has been
fuelled by cheap debt, however, and Erdogan said
on Friday the government is freezing new invest-
ments to rein in inflation and support the lira,
which has lost 40 percent against the dollar this
year. The airport is scheduled to open at the end
of October, but Karabulut said that was in doubt
because the remaining work would take another
two months. — Reuters 


