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Super typhoon 
tears through...
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“I did not sleep,” she told AFP by phone from her home,
which stood up to Mangkhut’s pounding. 

The country’s deadliest storm on record is Super
Typhoon Haiyan, which left more than 7,350 people dead or
missing across the central Philippines in Nov 2013. As the
storm is on pace to hit China’s southern coast today, Cathay
Pacific warned travellers that it expected more than 400
flight cancellations over the next three days. Philippine gov-
ernment forecaster Ariel Rojas said even though the storm

had passed the Philippines, it would continue to bring heavy
rain in the country possibly causing more floods and land-
slides until tomorrow.

But the storm was unlikely to get any stronger, Rojas said.
“We don’t see it intensifying anymore. It could likely maintain
its current intensity or even weaken,” he told AFP. The Hong
Kong government said Mangkhut will pose “a severe threat
to the region”, with many residents in the city and neighbor-
ing Macau stocking up on food and supplies. Volunteers also
helped residents of low-lying Hong Kong fishing village Tai O
hoist their furniture and appliances to higher ground. The
president of Taiwan, Tsai Ing-wen, told citizens to be ready
as powerful waves pounded the shore. “The typhoon is pow-
erful and even (if) it’s not expected to make a landfall in
Taiwan, we should be well prepared and not... take it lightly,”
she wrote on Facebook. —AFP 

NASA space 
laser satellite...
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“Loss of things like the sea ice that covers the Arctic
ocean affects our weather, and loss of ice that covers
Greenland and Antarctica raises sea level,” said Tom
Wagner, cryosphere program scientist at NASA. He
added that the satellite should reveal new insights into
the ice in the deep interior of Antarctica, which is area of
mystery to scientists.

The new laser will fire 10,000 times in one second,

compared to the original ICESat which fired 40 times a
second. Measurements will be taken every 0.7 m along
the satellite’s path. “The mission will gather enough data
to estimate the annual elevation change in the Greenland
and Antarctic ice sheets even if it’s as slight as four mil-
limeters - the width of a No. 2 pencil,” NASA said in a
statement.

Importantly, the laser will measure the slope and
height of the ice, not just the area it covers. “Our data will
allow ice sheet modelers to make better predictions of
the future,” said Tom Neumann, deputy project scientist
for ICESat-2. Though powerful, the laser will not be hot
enough to melt ice from its vantage point some 500 km
above the Earth, NASA said. The mission is meant to last
three years but has enough fuel to continue for 10, if mis-
sion managers decide to extend its life. — AFP 

Syrian refugees sit and swim at a public beach in the Lebanese capital Beirut’s Ramlet al-Baida neighborhood yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump lashed
out at former secretary of state John Kerry for his
meetings with Iran’s foreign minister after the Obama-
appointee had left office. “John Kerry had illegal meet-
ings with the very hostile Iranian Regime which can
only serve to undercut our great work to the detriment
of the American people,” Trump said on Twitter late
Thursday. “He told them to wait out the Trump
Administration!” he said, ending his Tweet with the
word “BAD!”

Kerry, who negotiated the 2015 Iran nuclear deal
which Trump scrapped this year, said during a tour to
promote his new book “Every Day is Extra” that he had
met Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
“three or four times” since he left office and Trump had
entered the White House. Without commenting on the
legality of such meetings, the current US Secretary of
State, Mike Pompeo, accused his predecessor of
“actively undermining US policy.”

“What secretary Kerry has done is unseemly and
unprecedented,” said Pompeo, who is seen as an anti-
Iran hawk. “This is a former secretary of state engaged
with the world’s largest state sponsor of terror and
according to him... he was telling them to wait out this

administration.” “Mr President, you should be more
worried about Paul Manafort meeting with Robert
Mueller than me meeting with Iran’s FM,” Kerry said on
Twitter shortly after Pompeo’s remarks, referring to
Trump’s former campaign chairman who on Friday
agreed to cooperate with federal investigators into
Russian meddling in the 2016 US election.

A spokesman for Kerry said there was nothing
improper about his conduct. “Secretary Kerry stays in
touch with his former counterparts around the world just
like every previous Secretary of State,” the spokesman
said in a statement. “And in a long phone conversation
with Secretary Pompeo earlier this year he went into
great detail about what he had learned about the
Iranian’s view. No secrets were kept from this adminis-
tration,” the statement said, accusing Kerry’s successor
of “political theatrics”. During interviews this week Kerry
has accused the Trump administration of pursuing a poli-
cy of regime change in Iran. Pompeo pushed back, say-
ing that was not the administration’s intention. “This is a
former secretary of state engaged with the world’s
largest state sponsor of terror ...,” Pompeo said, adding:
“He was telling them to wait out this administration. You
can’t find precedent for this in US history.” 

Straight talk 
Asked by conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt on

Wednesday if he had offered Zarif advice on how to
deal with Trump’s decision to withdraw from the pact,
he replied: “No, that’s not my job. What I have done is
tried to elicit from him what Iran might be willing to do
in order to change the dynamic in the Middle East for
the better. I’ve been very blunt to Foreign Minister Zarif,
and told him look, you guys need to recognize that the
world does not appreciate what’s happening with mis-
siles, what’s happening with Hezbollah, what’s happen-
ing with Yemen,” he added, echoing the current admin-
istration’s denunciation of Tehran’s “malign” influence.

Conservative commentators immediately leapt on
the act as evidence of “treason”, with some calling for
Kerry to go to prison. Asked by a Republican lawmaker
during a congressional hearing about the so-called
shadow diplomacy, Manisha Singh, an assistant secre-
tary of state, said Thursday: “It’s unfortunate if people
from a past administration would try to compromise the
progress we’re trying to make in this administration.”

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert
added: “I’ve seen him brag about the meetings that he
has had with the Iranian government and Iranian gov-

ernment officials. I’ve also seen reports that he is
apparently providing, according to reports, advice to
the Iranian government. “The best advice that he should
be giving the Iranian government is stop supporting
terror groups around the world.” — Agencies 

Tunisia ruling 
party suspends 
PM as rift deepens 
TUNIS: Tunisia’s ruling party has suspended Prime
Minister Youssef Chahed in the latest escalation of a
row with the president’s son that has paralyzed key
decisions on the troubled economy. The North African
country is often portrayed as the lone success story of
the Arab Spring of 2011 but more than seven years after
the ouster of longtime strongman Zine El Abidine Ben
Ali it is still battling high inflation and unemployment
and sometimes violent social unrest.

Nidaa Tounes announced Chahed’s referral to its

disciplinary committee late on Friday after he delivered
a stinging attack on infighting within the party that he
said was restricting his government’s ability to revive
the economy. “Secondary political conflicts... have dis-
rupted the work of the government, holding it back and
blocking the reform process and the decisions neces-
sary to achieve economic growth,” he said in a tele-
vised address to a policy conference.

The ruling party is led by President Beji Caid
Essebsi’s son Hafedh, who has been battling to oust the
premier for months. The power struggle previously
came to a head in July, when the president himself
called on Chahed to resign. The move received the
backing of the powerful UGTT trade union confedera-
tion, which opposes the program of austerity budgets
and privatizations of state enterprises championed by
the prime minister.

But Chahed was saved by the Islamist Ennahdha

party, the second largest in parliament,
which said it was important for Tunisia’s
stability that the prime minister remain in
post. Chahed, who took office in August
2016, is the seventh prime minister since
the revolution and already the longest
serving. He also has the ear of Western
donors. The premier has since been
preparing for any new moves against
him, by forming his own  separate
grouping within Nida Tounes. He can
count on the backing of around 40 law-
makers - nearly half of the party’s parlia-
mentary bloc.

The deepening rift within the ruling
party comes as the government faces a mid-October
deadline to unveil a 2019 budget. Inflation, which is
projected to average 7.8 percent this year, and unem-

ployment, which has remained stubborn-
ly over 15 percent, helped stoke an out-
break of violent unrest in January.

But analysts expressed concern that
political considerations might prompt
the abandonment of any tough or poten-
tially unpopular new policy initiatives to
tackle them. 

“The country is completely absorbed
by short-term political maneuvering by
the personal ambitions of one person or
another, to the detriment of pressing
economic decisions, social priorities and
structural reform,” said political scientist
Hamza Meddeb. Analyst Selim Kharrat

warned that the infighting could result in a “budget
stripped of any initiative to tackle inflation or youth
unemployment”. — AFP 

Youssef Chahed

Trump lashes ex-secretary of 
state Kerry for Iran meetings 

SAN FRANCISCO: Former US Secretary of State John Kerry
speaks during a Commonwealth Club of California event at the
Marines Memorial Theatre on Sept 13, 2018. — AFP 


