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KUWAIT: Under the patronage of the Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh, Limak Insaat Kuwait
SPC yesterday signed a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness
and Creativity (SACGC), founded by the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS).

Under the agreement, both parties will explore areas
of cooperation including but not limited to stimulating
the initiation and coordination of cooperative activities,
promoting the technical training of engineers and tech-
nical staff and exploring areas of cooperation leading
to the establishment and operation of the Kuwait
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center (KIEC).

Over 350 Kuwaiti inventors will benefit from the
new KIEC project that will provide them with total
care from the beginning of their invention till realizing
it into a commercial project. “Kuwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) has a budget for public
projects, and SACGC is a nonprofit organization, so
they will finance this project while Limak will execute
it. Workshops at KIEC will provide financial and tech-
nical help to inventors through experts in the field,”
SACGC Chairman Barrak Al-Subaih told Kuwait Times.   

KIEC is an incubator project that aims to promote
and enable intensive and innovative technologies in
Kuwait. Limak Insaat Kuwait SPC is an independent
subsidiary of Limak Holding, one of the world’s leading
contractors currently constructing the New Passenger
Terminal II at Kuwait International Airport (KIA). 

KIEC will be an enabler for driving entrepreneur-
ship through promoting collaboration and interaction
between innovative ecosystem entities to accelerate
technology commercialization and start-up enterpris-
es. The center will provide its services to various indi-
viduals in different business sectors including the fields
of energy, chemical technologies, polymers, metal
based industries, electronic based products and con-
trol systems, smart devices, and software applications
and solutions. 

Hosted at KFAS, the MoU was signed by Limak

Investment Chairperson Ebru Ozdemir and SACGC
Chairman Subaih. The event was attended by the
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Kuwait Ayse
Hilal Sayan Koytak and her supporting delegation,
General Manager of the
Public Authority for Industry,
Director General of the
Kuwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority (KDI-
PA) Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
senior executives and board
members from Limak Insaat,
Limak Holding, SACGC and
KFAS, and other senior
members of the business
community.

“Following the celebration of 30 Kuwaiti engineer-
ing graduates from our Kuwait’s Engineer Girl’s pro-
gram, today we are taking the next step forward in our
efforts towards supporting human capital development

in Kuwait. At Limak we believe that education is a nev-
er-ending commitment by all sectors of society and
industry. On the back of the success of student educa-
tion programs in collaboration with Kuwait University,

we are proud to announce
today another partnership
with Kuwait and its institu-
tions through this agreement,”
Ozdemir said.  

“This partnership reflects
our desire to contribute to the
development and strengthen-
ing of youth capabilities and
consolidates our strong, last-
ing relations with Kuwait’s
various education and devel-
opment institutions. We first

began our journey with a goal to educate and empow-
er Kuwaiti girls to join the private sector through our
joint venture with Kuwait University and Turkey’s
Bogazici University, the Kuwait’s Engineer Girls pro-

gram, and today are celebrating another milestone in
our mission through our agreement with SACGC,” she
added.

“I highly believe that our new collaboration with
SACGC is yet another indication of Limak’s role in
developing Kuwait’s society and strengthening our
commitment to the country. This collaboration will fos-
ter a culture of creativity, entrepreneurship, expertise
and knowledge exchange in the industrial landscape,
and will be a great opportunity to highlight the
achievements of partnerships projects between public
and private institutions in Kuwait,” concluded Ozdemir. 

“Today we signed an agreement with Limak, one of
world’s leading construction and engineering firms, to
explore areas of cooperation for the development of
KIEC. KIEC aims to serve Kuwaiti innovators and
entrepreneurs who are keen on patenting their innova-
tive or reengineered offerings. Our goal is to provide a
research and development environment that is con-
ducive for creativity and innovation within a range of
manufacturing-based industries,” Subaih said. 
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KUWAIT: Limak Investment Chairperson Ebru Ozdemir and SACGC Chairman Barrak Al-Subaih shake hands
after signing the agreement. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

SACGC Chairman Barrak Al-Subaih addresses the
audience.

Limak Investment Chairperson Ebru Ozdemir delivers
her speech.

Limak, Sabah Al-Ahmad Center to establish
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center

To promote entrepreneurship, enable development of innovative technologies for youth

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh (third from right)
and the Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Kuwait Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak (fourth from right) are seen
among the attendees. 

KFAS Vice Chairman Dr Saad Akasha gives a presenta-
tion about the Kuwait Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Center (KIEC).

Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah journalism
award kicks off 
KUWAIT: The 11th session of Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah Journalism Excellence Award kicked
off yesterday, the contest’s Higher Committee
announced. Applications will be received until
December 18, 2018, head of the contest’s Higher
Committee Ayman Al-Ali said during a press conference
held at Kuwait News Agency’s (KUNA) headquarters.

On behalf of the Committee members, Ali thanked His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah
for his generous sponsorship of this award since its
inception, recognizing the value and importance of free
and responsible journalism. He pointed out that the
competition, since its first version, has aimed at renewed
and developed journalism; it introduced the art of cari-
cature and doubled rewards to encourage more partici-
pants to share their stories.

It has also introduced creation of e-newspapers in
recognition of the importance of “these emerging pow-
ers, which have great tools that may not be available to
other readable media with the addition of audios and
videos,” Ali explained. In response to previous direc-
tives from His Highness the Prime Minister, the Higher
Committee considered that the time has come for this
competition to expand and to include young journalists

from other GCC countries; thus
allocating one prize for the
youth of the GCC countries in
the section of the best press
report. He pointed out that
qualified candidates, from
Kuwait and Gulf countries, can
apply for initial subscription
through the contest’s website or
the electronic application of the
competition, which can be
downloaded on smart phones
from the Apple Store and
Google Play.

Regarding conditions for participation, Ali explained
that the advanced work of the general public reports
requires that the participant be one of the editors of the
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) or a local newspaper or
magazine (print and electronic) and not be related to any
of the members of the competition committees. Written,
visual and audiovisual work should not be previously
published in the media before January 1, 2018, or had
taken part in the same contest either inside or outside
Kuwait. The participation shall be in Arabic language
with a minimum of 400 words for editors of KUNA and
600 for the rest of the participants and be related to
Kuwaiti issues and not subject to any legal accountabili-
ty. Concluding his speech, Ali expressed his sincere grat-
itude to His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. He extended his thanks to
the sponsors from the media namely the newspapers,
companies and TV channels. —KUNA

Ayman Al-Ali

NBK participates
in ‘Clean Up The
World’global
campaign
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) will par-
ticipate in the ‘Clean Up The World’ global campaign
that is organized in Kuwait through the local com-
munity group ‘MW6INIY’ along with 19 other civil
society organizations.

NBK will proudly support and participate in this
nationwide campaign to ensure its global impact.
Each one of the 20 local civil society movements will
launch their own environmental awareness campaign
in different areas in Kuwait, including beaches.

NBK’s Public Relations Team Leader, Yaqoub Al-
Baqer, said “NBK is always keen to adopt initiatives
that promote sustainability. This global environmen-
tal initiative is one of the largest in the world and
enjoys the support of the United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP) due to the substan-
tial results it has achieved in many countries around
the world.

“NBK is proud to be the first local supporter of
this global initiative,” Baqer added.” Today we are
moving towards new prospects in protecting the

environment through initiatives promoting sustain-
ability.  Endorsing campaigns that focus on improv-
ing the ecology in a sustainable manner is highlight-
ed in the Bank’s social responsibility agenda for the
coming years.”

Baqer noted the importance this global campaign
holds in adding value to the local efforts performed
to protect and improve the environment. The initia-
tive also facilitates the work of participants and
develops their capacities to carry out their own
environmental campaigns. Moreover, it bridges
Kuwait’s civil society groups to the global communi-
ty and facilitates their work in protecting the
Environment.

‘Clean Up the World’ is a community based
environmental campaign that inspires and empow-
ers individuals and communities from around the
globe to clean up, fix up and conserve their envi-
ronment.   Clean Up the World mobilizes an esti-
mated 35 million volunteers from 120 countries
annually, making it one of the largest community-
based environmental campaigns in the world. With
the publicity that Clean Up received it gained the
support of the United Nations Environment
Program (UNEP). This campaign was brought to
Kuwait through ‘MW6INY’, a local group that aims
to raise awareness amongst the citizens of Kuwait
and believes in clean energy, a healthy environ-
ment, peace and prosperity, accountability and
hard work. ‘MW6INY’ tries to make Kuwait more
beautiful through community activities targeting
the environment. 

Dive team pulls
out burnt yacht
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Dive Team of the
Environmental Voluntary Foundation recovered yester-
day a 40-foot-long yacht off Sharq Area after the ves-
sel drowned in a fire accident, Head of Maritime
Operations Waleed Al-Shatti said. He added that the
team was able to lift the yacht and all its waste from the
fuel tanks and parts scattered by the fire, using the
Kuwaiti search and rescue team to pull it from the sea
by cars at the water islands and extract it.

The team’s divers placed special bags and airbags to
float the boat and tow it by small boats to an old mari-
na to take it out, Shatti said. The team is carrying out
these operations in order to stop the pollution caused
by the burning of the yacht and its danger to maritime
navigation, he added.

The team has high skills to recover boats and
ships, and to remove waste from the sea because of
the experience gained by its efforts since its estab-
lishment in 1986 to protect the marine environment,
where more than 700 boats and vessels have been
recovered and tons of waste have been lifted, he
pointed out. This spreads the message of volun-
teerism and environmental awareness in Kuwait, to
consolidate voluntary work between individuals and
groups of society, he stated. —KUNA


