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NEW YORK: Kuwait has urged member states of
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to
take a unified stance toward the issue of North
Korea. Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, the State
of Kuwait’s Permanent Envoy to the UN,
expressed concern during a session of the council
at debates held, over the past two weeks, within
framework of the committee tasked with oversee-
ing sanctions’ implementation. He voiced concern
that disarrays among the envoys, manifested dur-
ing the commission debates on North Korea, might
“threaten the council unity toward this issue.”

Ambassador Otaibi noted that military con-
frontation was forecast months ago, however such
a dire event had been averted due to sincere
diplomatic initiatives and two summits, held within
two months. Indicating that high hopes are pinned
on the Koreans’ summit, due later today, he noted
that Kuwait, along with the international communi-
ty, has backed diplomatic efforts that led to under-
standing with aim of denuclearization of the
Korean peninsula and establishing peace between
the two Koreas. He re-affirmed the necessity that
the UNSC remain united and keen on full imple-
mentation of relevant resolutions with respect of
North Korea. 

Afghanistan’s stability
Meanwhile, Kuwait renewed its support for

Afghanistan in achieving lasting peace and stabili-
ty through a negotiated diplomatic settlement. This
came during a speech delivered by Acting charge
d’affaires of the Kuwaiti permanent mission to the
UN headquarters in New York, advisor Talal Al-
Fassam, at the Security Council meeting on
Afghanistan.

Fassam stressed importance of addressing the
threat posed by terrorism through collective com-
mitment to combat the scourge of terrorism within
the framework of the international strategy. “We
are holding this meeting just one month ahead of
parliamentary elections in Afghanistan,” he said,
adding that the current phase of Afghanistan is
very important and delicate, with intensive consul-
tations among the political parties. He stressed on
importance of national reconciliation and the
peace process in Afghanistan.

“We are following up closely on the current
political movement in the various Afghan
provinces and the formation of political alliances
and preparations for the upcoming elections”, he
said, expressing hope that these moves will con-
tribute to reducing tension.

“We are aware that the increase in violence
in Afghanistan is a desperate attempt by ele-
ments who do not bel ieve in the option of
democracy or human rights and do not even
want to see stability and security in this coun-
try,” he added. The Kuwaiti diplomat called on
the international community to continue its sup-
port to Afghanistan to reach a comprehensive
political settlement. — KUNA
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Progress achieved in reducing expats’ numbers,
recruitment of skilled, qualified labor: Minister

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Progress has been made towards adjusting
Kuwait’s demography, reducing the number of expats and
regulating the recruitment of skilled, well-trained and
qualified workers who will benefit Kuwait’s labor market,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State
for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh said. Speaking on the
sidelines of a ceremony held by the Engineers Without
Borders Society to honor the winners of a competition it
had organized, Sabeeh said a meeting will be held soon
between the Public Authority for Manpower’s board of
directors and the supreme demography committee to dis-
cuss new decisions that will lead to further progress.
Sabeeh said the meeting was delayed due to waiting until
the authority’s board of directors was formed. 

In another concern, Sabeeh said work is in progress to
finish electronic linkage with relevant Ministry of Interior
(MoI) bodies concerned with domestic helpers, whose
responsibility is due to be transferred to the manpower
authority, noting that officials promised to finish the link-
age by the beginning of October. Responding to a ques-

tion about Al-Durra Company and its latest developments,
Sabeeh stressed that the ministry cooperates with various
bodies including the company itself and the Union of

Consumer Cooperative Societies to follow up the compa-
ny’s responsibilities after its chairman resigned from office. 

Work permits
Chairman of the Public Authority for Manpower’s

employees syndicate Fahd Al-Ossaimi stressed his full
support to the private sector employees union’s demands
to cancel work permits of citizens working in the private
sector as soon as possible. Ossaimi said merging the man-
power authority with the Management and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP) was a daring step aiming
to facilitate citizens’ work in the private sector by cutting
paperwork without having to check with any other gov-
ernment bodies.

Sabah Al-Salem University 
Education Minister Hamed Al-Azmi announced that

four colleges will open at the new Sabah Al-Salem
University by the beginning of the academic year 2019-
2020. Azmi explained that the colleges of administrative
sciences, education, arts and life sciences would be the
first to be opened, followed by those of science, engineer-
ing and petroleum, sharia, social sciences and law in Sept
2020. Other colleges will be opened according to a preset
schedule. Responding to a parliamentary inquiry by MP
Osama Al-Shaheen, Azmi said the university council had
issued a memo to be extended to the cabinet recommend-

ing moving Kuwait University into Sabah Al-Salem
University City and establishing independent government
universities at the current Kuwait university campuses to
be supervised by the supreme government universities
council. Azmi added that Kuwait University is keen on
avoiding coeducation in terms of classes at the current and
future campuses. “Two separate campuses for male and
female students will be built at Sabah Al-Salem University
City,” he underlined. 

School fire under control
A fire broke out yesterday at the main power unit at

the private Fahaheel National Joint School, which was
controlled in record time without any casualties. Arab
private schools manager at the private education
department Najat Al-Ruwaished stressed that as soon
as the fire started, all students were immediately evac-
uated by the school’s emergency team that also called
firemen. Ruwaished said that fourth grade pupil Malak
Ramzi and the school’s maintenance technician were
rushed to Adan Hospital for medical tests and were
soon discharged. 

Meetings soon to discuss new decisions ‘that will lead to further progress’

Four colleges
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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Hind Al-Sabeeh honors an engineer during a ceremony held by the Engineers Without
Borders Society yesterday.  — Photos by Joseph ShagraA group picture of winners of a competition organized recently by the Engineers Without Borders Society.

MP demands
referring grilling
report to public
prosecution
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Abdulwahab
Al-Babtain demanded refer-
ring a report made by the
ministerial committee formed
after grilling Oil Minister
Bakheet Al-Rasheedi to the
public prosecution, especial-
ly with the presence of sus-
picions of violating public
funds and the involvement of
a senior official at the
Vietnam refinery in some
cases. “It is mandatory to refer the report to the prosecu-
tion. Check your answers to the grilling motion and com-
pare them to the committee’s report. Be up to your respon-
sibilities and step down immediately!” he said, addressing
the minister. Babtain warned HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah not to yield to the pressure on
the cabinet to reject and question the ministerial commit-
tee’s report. 

Behind schedule
A government document showed that delay in launch-

ing the clean fuel commercial project has reached over a
year as the project is expected to start operation on Sept
4, 2019. The document also showed that the project’s
mechanical works are expected to be finished on March
31, 2019, while primary operation is scheduled to start on
June 4, 2019 and end on Sept 4, 2019. In response to a
parliamentary inquiry by MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei concern-
ing the project’s delay, Oil Minister Bakheet Al-Rasheedi
said the project will be launched in June 2018 and that it
involves a long and complicated series of procedures that
might take over a year.

Annual bonus
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf denied that the

Central Bank of Kuwait’s board members receive any
incentives other than the annual KD 5,000 bonus
approved by the cabinet in 2005. Responding to a parlia-
mentary inquiry by MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei in this
regard, Hajraf explained that the finance and commerce
ministries’ representatives at the bank get an annual bonus
of KD 4,000 each. 

Doctor passes away
Dr Talal Al-Shemmari of Jahra Hospital died yesterday

while on night duty, said informed sources, noting that the
young doctor’s sudden demise was met with great grief. 

Camping conditions
Well  informed sources at Kuwait Municipal ity

stressed that this year’s camping conditions will be the
same as last year. Nevertheless, he said that a joint com-
mittee including relevant bodies will further discuss
whether to keep the same conditions or add new ones.
Urging licensed campers to fully respect the conditions,
the sources explained that current conditions include
leaving a 100-m gap between camps, allowing online
selection of camps of up to 1,000 sq m through the
Municipality website, not allowing alteration of the
selected site and giving Kuwait Municipality the right to
alter or remove camps at any time without objection or
compensation by the campers. 

Worker critically
injured in fall
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A worker fell from a crane in industrial Amghara.
Jahra fire station responded and rescued the man, who was
found to be in a critical condition. Paramedics rushed the man
to the hospital. An investigation was opened to reveal the cir-
cumstances behind the accident.

Salwa house fire
Bidaa and Mishref fire stations dealt with a fire report-

ed in a Salwa house yesterday. Firemen succeeded in
keeping the flames from spreading to nearby houses. No
injuries were reported in the incident as an investigation
was opened to determine the cause of the fire.

Fishing boat confiscated 
The marine surveillance unit of the Public Authority

for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
along with environment police confiscated a fishing
boat in Kuwait Bay following a chase. Three fishermen
onboard then abandoned it  and escaped, leaving
behind an abundant catch. The boat was spotted fish-
ing in Kuwait Bay in flagrant violation of the law. The
fishermen headed with their boat to the shore, then
fled, Al-Rai reported yesterday.
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