
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Wednesday, September 19, 2018

9

24 Bahais could face death 
penalty in Yemen: Amnesty

Rebels accuse Saudi, allies of targeting food warehouses
DUBAI: Twenty-four Yemenis, including a teenage girl,
could face the death penalty in the rebel-held capital
Sanaa on charges linked to their minority Bahai faith,
Amnesty International said yesterday. The Bahais, among
them eight women apart from the girl, face charges
which can carry the death penalty in Yemen, including
espionage for a foreign state, the London-based rights
group said. “We are seeing trumped up charges and fla-
grantly unfair proceedings used to persecute Yemeni
Bahais for their faith,” said Lynn Maalouf, head of
Middle East research at Amnesty. 

“It is particularly abhorrent that some of these men and
women could face the death penalty for their conscien-
tiously held beliefs and peaceful activities.” Maalouf called
for their immediate release, adding that the Iran-backed
Houthis should drop the “bogus” charges and “end their
abuse of the justice system”. Rights groups have warned
the Houthis have cracked down on minorities and journal-
ists in the rebel-held capital since 2015, a year after the
rebels drove the government of President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi out of Sanaa. 

The Bahai faith, which has an estimated seven million
followers worldwide, emerged in the second half of the
19th century. The movement is named after Bahaullah, an
Iranian born in 1817 whom the Bahais believe is the latest
prophet sent by God. Iran and other states consider the
Bahais heretics and suspect many of espionage for Israel,
home to a Bahai centre in the northern city of Haifa. Saudi
Arabia and its allies joined the Yemeni government’s fight
against the Houthis in 2015, triggering a conflict that has
killed nearly 10,000 people and what the UN calls the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. 

Targeting warehouses
Meanwhile, Yemen’s Houthi rebels accused the govern-

ment and its Saudi-led allies yesterday of deliberately tar-

geting food warehouses in Hodeida as they resumed an
offensive on the rebel-held port city after an 11-week
pause. “International food supply warehouses were target-
ed in Hodeida (late on Monday), a clear sign that there is a
plan by the United States, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and their
allies to make warehouses and densely populated neigh-
borhoods legitimate targets of their terrorist operations,”
the head of the rebels’ Supreme Revolutionary Council,
Mohammed Ali Al-Houthi, said.

There was no immediate confirmation that any aid
warehouses had been hit from the World Food Program or
other UN agencies battling the threat of famine hanging
over millions of Yemenis. WFP spokesman Herve Verhoosel
declined to comment on the Houthi statement. The Red
Sea port of Hodeida is a vital lifeline for aid shipments to
Yemen and the WFP has previously warned that any major
fighting could halt food distributions to eight million
Yemenis dependent on them for survival. 

The rebel leader accused the rest of the international
community of not doing enough to stop the coalition
resuming its offensive, which it described as “terrorism”.
“International tolerance of terrorism has only encouraged
(the coalition) to plan and deliberately commit crimes,”
Houthi said. The coalition announced late on Monday that
it was ending the 11-week pause it had observed while UN
efforts to convene peace negotiations continued. Proposed
UN-brokered talks in Geneva fell apart earlier this month
when rebel delegates failed to show up, charging that they
had not received promised guarantees for their return
home afterwards.

Saudi Arabia and its allies accuse the Houthis of receiv-
ing arms smuggled from Iran through Hodeida, a charge
both Tehran and the rebels deny. The coalition first
launched an offensive to retake the city in June, after cap-
turing several of the province’s smaller towns. The rebels

seized the Red Sea coast along with the capital Sanaa and
much of the north in 2014. 

The coalition intervened in March of the following year,
when President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi fled into exile as

the rebels closed in on his last refuge in second city Aden.
The conflict has since killed nearly 10,000 people and
triggered what the United Nations has described as the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. — AFP

SANAA: Yemeni forces backed by a Saudi-
led coalition launched a bid three months
ago to retake the city of Hodeida, a key aid
port controlled by rebels since the start of
the conflict in 2014. The fighting resumed
yesterday after an 11-week pause to allow
UN efforts for peace talks, which ultimately
collapsed. Here is a timeline:

Offensive launched
On June 13, government forces-which

have been advancing on the port for months-
launch their offensive after receiving a green
light from the Saudi-led coalition that pro-
vides essential air and ground support. The
coalition, which includes the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), carries out more than a
dozen air strikes on Houthi positions on the
outskirts of Hodeida. Rebel chief Abdel Malek
Al-Houthi vows to resist the offensive, urging
his forces to “confront the forces of tyranny”
and promising reinforcements. The UN
Security Council calls for the Hodeida port to
be kept open for deliveries of vital food and
humanitarian supplies.

Rebel airport base seized
On June 15, government forces begin a

push to retake the disused Hodeida airport,
which serves as a rebel base. On June 20,

they announce they have total control of the
airport after heavy fighting backed by coali-
tion air strikes. After a pause in the offensive,
there is heavy bombing south of Hodeida
which several sources say on July 3 killed
more than 50 people, including civilians, over
two days. Witnesses in the city say the rebels
have dug dozens of trenches and established
defensive positions, blocking the roads with
blocks of concrete and containers.

Peace talks called
On July 4, the UN envoy for Yemen,

Martin Griffiths, says he has held “fruitful”
talks with the rebel leader in his bid to avert
all-out fighting for Hodeida. On July 17,
Houthi says he is ready to hand over control
of the port to the UN if the Saudi-led coali-
tion halts its offensive. Griffiths announces
on August 2 that the UN will invite the war-
ring sides for talks on September 6 in
Geneva, the first such encounter since fruit-
less negotiations held in Kuwait in 2016. The
same day there are air strikes on the city
that kill 55 civilians and wound dozens of
others. On August 23, air strikes carried out
by coalition warplanes kill 26 children and
four women south of Hodeida, the UN says.

Rebels stay away 
The start of the talks are delayed as the

rebel delegation issues a list of precondi-
tions before travelling to Switzerland and
government representatives already in
Geneva threaten to leave. By September 8,
the peace effort is declared a failure with
the rebels still refusing to make the journey
without guarantees over their return to
Sanaa, and rebel chief Houthi again calling
for “resistance”. — AFP
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Mangkhut death
toll hits 74 in
Philippines
ITOGON: The death toll in Typhoon Mangkhut
hit 74 yesterday, Philippine authorities said, as
rescuers used their bare hands to sift through a
massive landslide in which dozens were feared
killed in the worst-hit region. The typhoon, the
most powerful to strike this year, smashed homes
and flooded key agricultural regions in the north-
ern Philippines before battering Hong Kong and
southern China with fierce winds and heavy rain.

As Hong Kong gradually got back on its feet,
residents from teachers to refugees mobilized to
help clean up after Mangkhut, which smashed
windows, felled at least 1,000 trees and sent sky-
scrapers swaying. The violent storm killed four in
China’s southern province of Guangdong and the
toll rose yesterday to 74 on the Philippines’
northern Luzon Island according to police, with
that number expected to further climb.

Up to 40 people are still feared buried in the
landslide in Itogon unleashed Saturday as the
typhoon stalled over the area and dumped a
month’s worth of rain in a matter of hours. “While
I said there is a 99-percent chance that all of them
are dead, there is still that one-percent chance,”
Itogon Mayor Victorio Palangdan said. “The res-
cue effort will continue until the president orders
us to stop,” he said. Because the landslide
destroyed roads, authorities have been unable to
bring heavy equipment into the area to accelerate
the search. As a result the teams were using
human chains to extract debris.

The effort has been getting progressively
more difficult because the rain-soaked soil has
started to harden in the scorching Philippine
sun. Crews have been using water to try to soft-
en up the soil. The area was primed for disaster
before Mangkhut hit, as it came on the heels of
nearly a month of continuous monsoon rains
that left the already hazardous area soggy and
dangerously loose. Almost all the storm’s victims
were killed in dozens of landslides unleashed
along the Cordillera mountain range, a key gold
mining area. 

‘King of storms’
Many of those buried in Itogon were small-

scale gold miners and their families who took

refuge in a building abandoned by a large min-
ing firm. The Philippines has a poor record of
regulating mining, with tunnel collapses and
landslides regularly killing people in other gold-
rush areas in recent years. Tearful families sur-
rounded a whiteboard bearing names of the
dead and missing as others inspected recovered
bodies in an attempt to identify their loved ones. 

“Of course his death hurts,” Jocelyn Banawul
said after her cousin’s corpse was pulled from
the debris. “But he was found, he’s not buried
there anymore.” Across northern Luzon, which
produces much of the nation’s rice and corn,
farms were flattened and flooded, with the
authorities saying crop losses would likely total
more than $250 million. — AFP

AL HAJJAH, Yemen: Displaced Yemeni children from Hodeida play in a shelter at a make-shift camp in a village in the
northern district of Abs in Hajjah province. — AFP 

ITOGON: Rescuers search for victims of a landslide, triggered by heavy rains during
Typhoon Mangkhut, in Itogon, Benguet province yesterday.  — AFP 


