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19 killed as bus, tanker collide

TEHRAN: At least 19 people were killed when
a bus and a fuel tanker collided in central Iran,
state television reported yesterday. The colli-
sion, which occurred around 11:15 pm on
Monday, triggered a fireball that engulfed
both the truck and the bus on the motorway
between Kashan and Natanz, more than 200
km south of the capital Tehran. “Based on pre-
liminary investigations, the tanker swerved to
the side, hitting the bus and causing an explo-
sion and fire which killed 19 of the passengers
at the scene,” traffic police commander
General Mohammad-Hossein Hamidi said.
State television aired footage of firefighters
battling the blaze as emergency crews rushed
to take the wounded to nearby hospitals.
President Hassan Rouhani said more needed
to be done by the authorities to prevent road
deaths. — AFP 

Alcohol poisoning kills 15 

KUALA LUMPUR: Fifteen men, most believed
to be foreign workers, have died in Malaysia
and 33 more are in hospital with suspected
poisoning after consuming alcoholic drinks,
police said yesterday. The victims drank two
types of whisky and one type of beer at sever-
al locations in Selangor state next to the capi-
tal Kuala Lumpur, said local police chief
Mazlan Mansor. The first victim was a factory
worker who died on Monday evening while
the latest passed away yesterday afternoon,
the official news agency Bernama reported.
The first seven to die were one Malaysian, four
Nepalis, one Indian and one Bangladeshi,
Mazlan said. He did not disclose the identities
of all the other victims but added most were
believed to be foreign workers. — AFP 

Palestinian dies during arrest 

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian died after being
arrested during a raid in the occupied West
Bank overnight, the Israeli army said yester-
day, with his family accusing soldiers of
beating him. The army confirmed the death
of Mohammed Khatib, 24, in custody but
said he had not resisted arrest. Khatib’s
brother Bashir told AFP by phone that the
army had raided the house in the early hours
of yesterday morning. “They entered
Mohammed’s room while he was sleeping,
and they beat him violently and we heard
screaming,” he said. “After a while he went
silent, and a soldier carried him out on his
back.” In a statement, the family called for
international witnesses to attend the post-
mortem if Israeli authorities insisted on car-
rying one out. The Palestinian Prisoners
Club said it  held Israel responsible for
Khatib’s death. — AFP 

Thriving trade in 
pirated reads...
Continued from Page 1

Mohamed, who works in a small bookshop in Rabat,
said the street trade “directly impacts our sales” in a
struggling industry. Additionally, he said the copies are
“bad quality and take away all the prestige of a book”.
Retnani said there are around 100 bookshops in the
country, while Moroccan media put the figure at 250. In
July, the Moroccan Press Agency’s Bab magazine
warned “pirating suffocates bookshops” and hits profits.

Hassan El-Ouazzani, head of books, libraries and
archives at the culture ministry, agreed the black market
harms an already weakened sector. Fewer than 3,000
books are published each year in the country, with an
average print run of 1,000 copies. But Ouazzani suggest-
ed the illegal sales “could encourage reading” among
Morocco’s 35 million citizens. Although an increasing
number of Moroccans are learning to read, figures from
2014 showed a third of the population was illiterate.

For the Moroccan Association of Book Professionals,
cracking down on the illegal trade is essential for the
survival of their industry. Retnani called for greater
controls at Moroccan ports, a request he plans to put
to authorities later this month. “The majority of pirated
books are printed in Egypt and transported by sea to
be stored... in illegal depots,” he said. But in a 2017
investigation, journalist Kenza Sefrioui interviewed a
second-hand bookseller who said the black market
trade began in 2005 in Casablanca. A number of small-
scale printers reproduced up to 20,000 copies of a
Moroccan novel which featured in the school curricu-
lum, before turning their attention to other works.

Cracking down on the street vendors would also
boost state coffers, as the informal sector overall cost
the state 34 billion dirhams ($3.6 billion) in 2014 lost tax
revenues, according to the General Confederation of
Moroccan Businesses. Street vendor Khalid said he
knew of four traders who were recently arrested, in an
operation which has not been confirmed by Moroccan
authorities. They “earned a lot of money” importing
pirated books, Khalid said, but their detention has by
no means put an end to the trade in cheap literary
works on Rabat’s streets. — AFP 

China son jailed 
for neglecting...
Continued from Page 1

But it was too late for Zhang who “died a lonely death
at home”, the court wrote. He was 80. 

“This case has created a severely vile effect on socie-
ty,” the court wrote, adding that caring for parents is a
“beautiful ethical tradition of the Chinese people”. A 2013
law requires offspring to visit and provide for parents over

60. It provoked considerable controversy when it was
passed but has rarely been applied. However, that could be
changing - the Zhang case was at least the third time this
year a son or daughter has been punished.

In March, a man received two months in detention after
he failed to pay 60 yuan ($9) a month to his ageing parents.
And earlier this month, a woman was jailed for 15 days after
refusing to pay her mother 100 yuan a month. On Chinese
social media, some commenters fretted about the case’s
implications, while others felt that the perpetrators got off
too easily. “The judgment was too light,” said one com-
menter on the Twitter-like Weibo platform, but at least it will
“put those un-filial children without a moral bottom line on
their guard!” — AFP 

Syria downs Russian
military plane...
Continued from Page 1

The plane, downed by Syria’s Russian-made S-200 air
defense system, had a crew of 15 who were all killed,
Moscow said. The Russian military accused Israeli pilots
of using “the Russian plane as a cover, exposing it to fire
from Syrian air defenses”. Israel denied the accusations,
saying its jets were already back in Israeli airspace when
Syrian forces launched the missiles that hit the Russian
plane. Russia stressed the incident would have no impact
on the fledging Idlib deal, but warned Israel of reprisals
and summoned its envoy in Moscow.

After the incident, Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu told his Israeli counterpart, Avigdor Lieberman,
that Moscow held Israel wholly responsible, Russian news
agencies reported. However, Putin rejected any compari-
son with Turkey’s downing of a Russian jet in 2015. “It
rather looks like a chain of tragic accidental circum-
stances,” he told reporters. “An Israeli jet did not shoot
down our plane.” US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said also expressed “sorrow” over the Russian deaths, and
said it showed “the danger of tragic miscalculation in
Syria’s crowded theatre of operations.”

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said some
missiles, suspected to be Israeli, did get through the
Syrian defenses and struck ammunition depots at the site
of the technical industries institute. Rami Abdel Rahman,
the head of the Britain-based monitoring group, said at
least two fighters were killed and 10 wounded in the
strike. Israel has conducted frequent raids in recent
months against Syria’s military infrastructure, including
against bases it believes host Iranian combatants. Earlier

in September, Israel admitted carrying out 200 strikes in
Syria over the past 18 months.

The Syrian blunder came hot on the heels of a major
deal announced by Putin and his Turkish counterpart
Recep Tayyip Erdogan after talks in the Russian resort
town of Sochi. The two key actors agreed to create a
demilitarized zone, 15-20 km wide, along the line of con-
tact between rebels and regime troops in the Idlib region.
That would be implemented by Oct 15 and would entail a
withdrawal of all jihadist fighters from the area. The demil-
itarized zone will be secured with the help of “mobile
patrol groups of Turkish contingents and contingents of
Russian military police”, Putin said. By the end of the year,
transport routes between the key port of Latakia and
Aleppo as well as Latakia and the major city of Hama
must be restored, he added.

Iran, the third member of the so-called Astana process
aimed at ending Syria’s seven-year war, praised the deal
as an example of “responsible diplomacy”. United Nations
Secretary General Antonio Guterres said the accord
should avert an all-out military assault on the rebel
stronghold and “provide reprieve for millions of civilians”.
The European Union said it expected it to protect “civilian
lives and infrastructure as well as guarantee unhindered
and sustainable humanitarian access”.

Damascus, which has regained swathes of territory
thanks to deadly Russian-backed offensives in recent
months, welcomed the Sochi agreement. But the deal was
met with distrust by some of the three million Syrians liv-
ing in the Idlib region. “The decision that came out was
just a partial one. It doesn’t solve the Syrian people’s
problem,” said Wassim Sweid, one of hundreds of protest-
ers who gathered in the rebel-held town of Binnish. “In my
opinion, this agreement will not put a stop to the shelling.”
The UN had warned a fully-fledged ground assault could
spark the worst humanitarian catastrophe yet in a conflict
that has killed more than 360,000 people. — Agencies

Backlash after 
street named...
Continued from Page 1

Backers of Hezbollah were posting on Twitter in sup-
port of the Ghobeiry municipality, with the Arabic hash-
tag “Badreddine, even your name terrorizes them”.

Opponents said the move was a “provocation”, 13 years
after Hariri’s assassination. “This is just throwing salt on
the wound,” one user said. Saad Hariri was reappointed
prime minister in May for a third term, but has failed so
far to pull together a cabinet of ministers. Despite prose-
cutors pointing the finger at Hezbollah for his father’s
killing, Hariri has repeatedly insisted that Lebanon’s inter-
est lies in consensus, not conflict. Hezbollah has denied
involvement in Rafiq’s assassination and has slammed the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon as illegitimate. — AFP 

Korean leaders 
hold summit...
Continued from Page 1

“I am acutely aware of the weight that we bear,” Moon
told Kim as they opened two hours of formal talks at the
headquarters of the ruling Workers’ Party, adding that he
felt a “heavy responsibility”. At a banquet after the first
day of the summit, Moon said the “complete denucleariza-
tion of the Korean Peninsula and the establishment of
peace” were priorities. The South Korean leader said there
would be challenges ahead but that he and Kim had “trust
and friendship”. Kim hailed his relationship with Moon,
and said the pair would discuss “various issues ... in a frank
and open-minded manner”.

The North Korean leader declared his backing for the
denuclearization of the peninsula at his Singapore summit
with US President Donald Trump in June. But no details
were agreed and Washington and Pyongyang have since
sparred over what that means and how it will be achieved.
The US is pressing for the North’s “final, fully verified
denuclearization”, while Pyongyang wants a formal decla-
ration that the 1950-53 Korean War is over and has con-
demned “gangster-like” demands for it to give up its
weapons unilaterally. 

A commentary in the Rodong Sinmun, the mouthpiece
of the North’s ruling party, repeated the criticism yester-
day, saying Washington was “totally to blame” for the
deadlock. “The US is stubbornly insisting on the theory of
‘dismantlement of nukes first’,” it added. Moon will hold
another round of formal talks with Kim todayy, as he urges
the North Korean leader to make substantive steps towards
disarmament that he can present to Trump. Moon is due to
meet Trump later this month on the sidelines of the UN

General Assembly in New York. “I wish this will be a sum-
mit that produces abundant results as a gift to the 80 mil-
lion people of this nation for Chuseok,” Moon said, refer-
ring to Monday’s traditional holiday. The dovish South
Korean president is looking to tie the inter-Korean process
and the US-Northern talks closer together to reduce the
threat of a devastating conflict on the peninsula. At the
same time Kim will look to secure closer inter-Korean co-
operation as Seoul and Washington move at increasingly
different speeds in their approaches to Pyongyang.
Analysts played down expectations. The meeting “will
probably generate rosy headlines but do little to accelerate
efforts to denuclearize North Korea”, Eurasia Group said in
a note. Kim would focus on “areas that promise economic
benefits for the North”, it added. “Progressives inside and
outside Moon’s government will have strong incentives to
inflate the summit’s accomplishments, initially obscuring
what will likely be a lack of major deliverables.”

There have been many previous rounds of negotiations
with the North, but deals have subsequently fallen apart -
today will mark 13 years to the day since Pyongyang
agreed to abandon all of its nuclear weapons and return
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It has since car-
ried out six nuclear tests and launched intercontinental
ballistic missiles capable of reaching anywhere on the US
mainland. Moon’s own parents fled the North during the
Korean War that left the peninsula divided and technically
in a state of conflict.

His three-day visit is the first by a South Korean presi-
dent to Pyongyang in a decade. It is also the two leaders’
third meeting this year. Moon - whose poll ratings have
fallen in the face of economic difficulties - was accompa-
nied by business tycoons including Samsung heir Lee Jae-
yong and the vice chairman of Hyundai Motor. Moon has
been pushing inter-Korean engagement, which is compli-
cated by international sanctions against the North. South
Korean media have urged caution, calling for substantial
progress towards denuclearization first. — AFP

Dutch King Willem-Alexander (center right) and Queen Maxima (center) arrive at the Ridderzaal in The Hague yesterday. Prince’s Day is the traditional opening of the
Dutch parliamentary year, when the king delivers the ‘Speech from the Throne’ in the Ridderzaal (Knights’ Hall). — AFP 

Venezuelans fume
as Maduro filmed
eating meat in Turkey 
CARACAS: Impoverished Venezuelans have reacted with
fury after videos of President Nicolas Maduro gorging on
succulent pieces of meat in a restaurant owned by a
celebrity Turkish chef went viral. “This is once in a life-
time,” enthuses Maduro with his wife Cilia Flores as Nusret
Gokce, a social media star chef who goes by the name Salt
Bae, performs his signature theatrical preparation of slices
of meat at one of his restaurants in Istanbul.

Back home, Venezuelans face food shortages while a
group of the country’s top universities conducted a study
that found 87 percent of the population were living in
poverty in 2017 and 60 percent of people had lost an aver-
age of 11 kg due to a diet that was lacking in protein, one of
the primary nutrients contained in meat. “Chavismo is ask-
ing China to borrow money because you can’t pay your
debts and then going to luxury restaurants,” wrote social
media expert Luis Carlos Diaz on Twitter in a broadside at
Maduro’s leftwing populist politics adopted from late
predecessor Hugo Chavez.

A main course in Gokce’s restaurant costs between $70
and $250 - equivalent to between two and eight months
salary in Venezuela on the minimum wage. Celebrities
including Portuguese football icon Cristiano Ronaldo and
Hollywood star Leonardo Di Caprio have eaten at Gokce’s
restaurant. “We shared a meal in a famous restaurant. I
send a greeting from here to Nusret, who looked after us
personally. We chatted, enjoyed our time with him ... He
loves Venezuela,” said Maduro on a television and radio
broadcast in Venezuela after returning to Caracas on
Monday following a trip to China, which included a
stopover in Istanbul where he was invited to dine with
Turkish authorities.

On Saturday, Maduro had announced the trip to China
was fruitful as he had secured commitments from Beijing to
help fund the oil industry that Venezuela is almost entirely
reliant upon. Gokce had published videos of Maduro’s visit
on his social media accounts thanking Maduro but soon
deleted them from Instagram after he was inundated with
thousands of angry messages. In one of the videos, Maduro
is seen sucking on a thick cigar taken from a box bearing his
name engraved on a golden label, while receiving a T-shirt
emblazoned with Gokce’s face.

During the visit, former bus driver Maduro, who likes to
style himself as the “worker president”, was surrounded by
armed Turkish guards. “Eating meat and smoking cigars...
with the dollars that he refuses to use to buy medicines and

food: WORKER PRESIDENT,” said former government
loyalist Nicmer Evans, now a leader of the opposition
Frente Amplio. Venezuela is struggling with an economic
crisis in which the International Monetary Fund predicts
inflation will hit one million percent this year. Four years of
recession has seen 1.6 million people flee Venezuela since
2015, according to the United Nations, creating a migration
crisis in neighboring and nearby countries. — AFP 

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks during
a press conference with international media correspondents
following his recent trip to China at the Miraflores Presidential
Palace yesterday. — AFP 


