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Yelich becomes 5th to hit 
for two cycles in season

Hendricks mows down D-backs as Cubs maintain lead
MILWAUKEE: Christian Yelich became the fifth major-
leaguer to hit for the cycle twice in the same season,
leading the Milwaukee Brewers to an 8-0 victory over
the visiting Cincinnati Reds on Monday night. Wade
Miley (5-2) lowered his ERA to 2.08 with five shutout
innings for the Brewers, who remained 2 1/2 games
behind the first-place Chicago Cubs in the National
League Central. Yelich hit for the cycle on Aug. 29 dur-
ing a 6-for-6 performance, also against the Reds. He
singled in the first inning Monday, doubled in the third,
hit a two-run home run in the fifth and lashed a two-run
triple in the sixth, completing the cycle in just four plate
appearances. The last major-leaguer to have two cycles
in the same season was Aaron Hill of the Diamondbacks
in 2012. The only others to have a pair of cycles in the
same year were John Reilly (1883 Reds), Tip O’Neill
(1887 St. Louis Brown Stockings) and Babe Herman
(1931 Brooklyn Robins) — but no one did it twice
against the same team in a season before Monday.

Dodgers 8, Rockies 2
Joc Pederson hit two home runs and Max Muncy

added a homer as Los Angeles moved back into first
place in the National League West with a victory over
visiting Colorado. Hyun-Jin Ryu pitched seven score-
less innings as the Dodgers and Rockies traded places
in the NL West standings for a third consecutive day.
The Dodgers moved into first place Saturday, the
Rockies regained the lead Sunday and the Dodgers
moved back on top after the first game of this three-
game series. Rockies shortstop Trevor Story left in the
fourth inning after a swing-and-miss against Ryu. The
Rockies announced after the game that Story left
because of right elbow soreness and will be re-evaluat-
ed Tuesday.

Cubs 5, Diamondbacks 1
Javier Baez and Kris Bryant hit two-run homers, and

Kyle Hendricks finished one out short of his fourth
career complete game as Chicago posted a victory
over Arizona in Phoenix. Baez’s homer, capping a three-
run sixth inning for a 3-0 lead, was his 32nd of the sea-
son and gave him an NL-leading 105 RBIs. Bryant put
the game out of reach with a two-run, opposite-field
homer into the pool area in the eighth inning. Hendricks
(12-11) fell short of his third career shutout when A.J.
Pollock homered to lead off the ninth inning. Hendricks
gave up one run on three hits with eight strikeouts and
one walk. He has a 1.76 ERA in 13 September starts the
past three seasons. 

Cardinals 11, Braves 6
Kolten Wong had three hits, including one of the

team’s four homers, to help St. Louis earn a win at
Atlanta. Wong had a single, a double, his ninth homer

and three RBIs. Paul DeJong, Harrison Bader and Yadier
Molina also hit homers for the Cardinals. Miles Mikolas
(16-4) got the victory after allowing two runs on four
hits in five innings. He struck out six and won his third
straight decision. In three starts in September, Mikolas
is 3-0 with a 3.38 ERA.

Mariners 4, Astros 1
Daniel Vogelbach clubbed a pinch-hit grand slam in

the eighth inning, and Seattle extended its winning
streak at Minute Maid Park to five games with a victory
over host Houston. Astros reliever Hector Rondon (2-5)
recorded the first two outs in the eighth courtesy of
two splendid diving catches from center fielder Jake
Marisnick. But after getting ahead in the count 1-2
against Denard Span, Rondon fired three successive
fastballs out of the zone to load the bases. Vogelbach
then got a 1-1 fastball at the top of the strike zone and
crushed it 398 feet into the home bullpen in right-cen-
ter field.

Mets 9, Phillies 4
Michael Conforto homered, collected three hits and

drove in a career-high six runs to lift New York past
host Philadelphia. Jeff McNeil also added three hits for
the Mets, who had 14 hits overall, with 10 players man-
aging at least one hit. New York starter Zack Wheeler
gave up three hits and four runs in seven innings. He
walked three and struck out four. Wheeler (12-7) last
allowed as many as four runs on July 14, ending a string
of 10 starts.

Rays 3, Rangers 0
Tyler Glasnow pitched six shutout innings, and Ji-

Man Choi homered and drove in two runs as Tampa
Bay earned a victory in Arlington, Texas. The Rays won
for the 12th time in 15 games and reached a season-best
17 games over .500, but it appears to be a little too late.
With 11 games remaining, they trail the Oakland A’s-idle
on Monday-by 6 1/2 games for the American League’s
second wild-card spot. Glasnow (1-4) limited the
Rangers to just two infield hits, striking out six and
walking two over six innings. The right-hander picked
up his first win with the Rays since being acquired from
the Pittsburgh Pirates for Chris Archer in a four-player
deal on July 31. He is 2-6 overall this season.

Marlins 8, Nationals 5
Lewis Brinson hit a tiebreaking single in the seventh

inning, leading host Miami past Washington. Starlin
Castro belted a two-run double and a solo homer for
the Marlins, who battled back from a 4-0 deficit. The
Nationals, who have won seven out of their past 10
games in a long-shot effort to make the playoffs, were
led by Victor Robles (2-for-4 with his first major league

homer) and Anthony Rendon (3-for-4 with two RBIs
and a homer).

Twins 6, Tigers 1
Kohl Stewart didn’t give up an earned run in six

innings of relief, and Minnesota took command with a
four-run fourth and downed host Detroit. Gabriel Moya
started for the Twins and pitched a scoreless inning.
Stewart (2-1) then entered and allowed only an
unearned run on three hits and three walks while strik-
ing out five. Minnesota’s Eddie Rosario homered before
leaving the game with a right quad injury. Jorge
Polanco supplied two hits, including a solo homer.

Giants 4, Padres 2
Brandon Crawford and Evan Longoria homered,

and Andrew Suarez allowed two runs on four hits
over 7 2/3 innings as San Francisco opened a three-
game series in San Diego with a win. Despite the vic-
tory-in which the Giants scored four runs in a game
for the first time in 12 games dating to Sept. 3 — San
Francisco was officially eliminated in the NL West.
Suarez (7-11) threw only 87 pitches and finished with
three walks and four strikeouts. Will Smith pitched a

perfect ninth inning for his 13th save.

Pirates 7, Royals 6
Jacob Stallings hit a two-out, walk-off RBI single to

give Pittsburgh a win over visiting Kansas City. After
the Pirates tied it with two runs in the eighth, Kevin
Kramer walked with two outs in the ninth and Kevin
Newman singled to left against right-hander Ben Lively
(0-3). Stallings flared a single to left, his third hit, to
drive in Kramer. Stallings was playing because No. 1
catcher Francisco Cervelli was a late scratch due to an
illness. Adam Frazier drove in two with a double for
Pittsburgh.

Blue Jays 5, Orioles 0
Ryan Borucki struck out seven in eight shutout

innings, and Danny Jansen, Kevin Pillar and Aledmys
Diaz homered as Toronto won at Baltimore. Borucki (4-
4) held the Orioles to three hits and one walk in match-
ing his career-long start. The Blue Jays won their third
in a row in the opener of a three-game series. Toronto
leads the season series 13-4 over the Orioles (43-107),
who have equaled their club record for most losses in a
season. — Reuters

MILWAUKEE: Curt Casali #38 of the Cincinnati Reds hits a single in the fourth inning against the Milwaukee
Brewers at Miller Park on Monday in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Playing in the Ryder Cup will be the
culmination of an amazing comeback season for Tiger
Woods, one the 14-time major champion feared might
never happen after back surgery. The 42-year-old
American has shown flashes of the form that made
him golf’s dominant player in younger days in his first
campaign after spinal fusion surgery, a last-gasp
operation to try and extend his legendary career.

“It was a last-ditch effort,” Woods said. “I tried
everything else because fusion is the last-ditch effort
and nothing beyond that. So didn’t know what my
playing career would be like. This is all uncharted ter-
ritory.” So far, Woods’ performances are steadily
improving and the medical charts are showing no
back issues after years of nagging problems.

Woods has hit drives longer than his youthful days,
led the British Open in the final round in July, finished
second in last month’s PGA Championship and fired a
62 earlier this month, his lowest US PGA opening
round since the 1999 Byron Nelson Classic.

And the former world number one achieved his
goal of securing a Ryder Cup captain’s pick from Jim
Furyk, who pulled him from a planned assistant cap-
tain’s role after seeing the quality of his game.

“Deep down, I wanted to make the team. I really
wanted to play on it,” Woods said. “I had not started
playing golf really yet, but still, it was a goal at the
end of the season to make this team. “As the year pro-
gressed, I gained some traction and was somehow
able to get some high finishes and lo and behold, I’m a
part of this team. It’s incredible, it really is, to look
back at the start of the year and to have accomplished
a goal like that. To be a player is just beyond special.”

‘ONE OF MY BEST YEARS’ 
Woods still hasn’t won a major since the 2008 US

Open and hasn’t won any event in more than five
years, but has rediscovered the joy of playing after
fears it might never happen again. “It’s about enjoying
being back,” Woods said. “Enjoying being able to play
golf again. Competing at this level. All of these things
at the beginning of the year were all unknowns. It has
been one of my best years as a whole.

“To have a winless year, but to go through what
I’ve gone through-I didn’t know if I was ever going to
play again, I was just hoping to be able to play with
my kids and golf with my buddies at home-this has
been a blessing.

“It has been so special to have this opportunity
again. I’m certainly not taking it for granted, that’s for
sure.” Woods went into spinal fusion fearing his
chronic back pain might linger for life. —AFP

FUJI: Lexus has taken its remarkable performance in
the 2018 AUTOBACS SUPER GT500 Series to a new
level, with Kazuki Nakajima and Yuhi Sekiguchi clinch-
ing victory at the wheel of the No. 36 LC 500
auTOM’S in the fifth round of the season. Held recently
at Fuji Speedway in Shizuoka Prefecture, the closely
fought 500-mile contest also saw the No. 1 LC 500
KeePer TOM’S speed to a podium finish, as Ryo
Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy emerged as the second
fastest team in the GT500 class race.

Yugo Miyamoto, Chief Representative of Middle
East and North Africa Representative Office, Toyota
Motor Corporation, said, “It gives me great pleasure to
extend my heartiest congratulations to the Lexus teams
on their outstanding victory in the drama-filled Fuji
500-mile race. While participating in motorsports, we
focus on testing our cars under extreme conditions on
racetracks and bringing the best of Lexus’ amazing
engineering and design to stimulate our customers’
emotions. On behalf of everyone at Lexus, I thank our
loyal fans for their continuous support and for inspiring
us to create amazing experiences.”

In the early stages of the race, the No. 23 and No. 24
competitor vehicles led the rally, followed by the No.
36LC500auTOM’S, driven by Yuhi Sekiguchi in third
place. It looked as if gaps between these three were
growing, but on the 23rd lap, the No. 36 LC
500auTOM ’Smoved up from third into second posi-
tion. Then, as it began closing in on the leader in front,
the No. 23 competitor vehicle opted to make its first pit
stop on lap 31. This marked the beginning of the first
round of pit stops by the other teams as well.

This left the No. 36LC 500 auTOM’S running as the
tentative leader until it made its pit stop and returned
onto the track in fourth position. The No. 23 competitor
vehicle kept this lead until the middle stages of the race
when it lost first place to the No. 12 competitor vehicle.
After taking the lead on the 55th lap of the race, the
No. 12 competitor vehicle continued to hold that posi-
tion. With Kazuki Nakajima at the wheel, the No.36 LC
500auTOM’S continued to pursue the top spot until
the vehicle made its second pit stop on the 73rd lap.

The No. 12 competitor vehicle remained in the lead,
followed by competitor vehicle No. 23 and No. 1 LC
500 KeePer TOM’S, piloted by Nick Cassidy, and the
No. 24 competitor vehicle in fourth position. The No.
36 LC 500 auTOM’S, with Yuhi Sekiguchi back in the
driver’s seat, was pushing hard to make up the ground
lost due to extended pit time. And by the 79th lap, it
had caught up and passed the No. 1 LC 500KeePer

TOM’S to move into third place once again.
As the race passed the midway point, the No. 12

competitor vehicle continued to hold the lead. Behind it,
the No. 23 competitor vehicle and No. 36 LC 500
auTOM’S, driven by Yuhi Sekiguchi, kept in pursuit.
After a successful third pit stop, the No. 36LC 500
auTOM’S, with Kazuki Nakajima at the wheel, man-
aged to move up to second position, with the No. 12
competitor vehicle still in the lead.

On the 125th lap of the race, however, the No. 1 LC
500 KeePer TOM’S passed the No. 23competitor vehi-
cle. Then, on the 148th lap, the No. 12 competitor vehi-

cle suddenly began to slow down and had to repair a
mechanical issue that required a 3-minute pit stop.
With this, the No. 36 LC 500 au TOM’S, driven by Yuhi
Sekiguchi, took over the lead, with No. 1 LC 500
KeePer TOM’S, with Nick Cassidy in the driver’s seat,
in second place, to secure a one-two finish for the
Lexus teams.

With these results, No. 1 LC 500 KeePer TOM’S,
co-piloted by Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy,
moves up to first place in the ranking with 47 points,
with the No. 36LC 500 au TOM’S Yuhi Sekiguchi in
second place.

Lexus shines at 2018 
AUTOBACS SUPER
GT500 Series with a
one-two finish in Round 5

Tiger’s Ryder Cup
return to cap 
amazing comeback 


