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Captains Sarfraz, Rohit promise 
blockbuster India-Pakistan clash

NEW DELHI: Sparks generally fly when India take on
Pakistan at cricket, and today’s Asia Cup clash in
Dubai will be an emotionally charged fixture as
always. AFP Sport looks at five of the most memo-
rable previous encounters, the first since Pakistan
thrashed India by 180 runs in the Champions Trophy
final in June 2017.

DARK DAY 
On the same day the teams were playing a one-

day match at Sialkot in Pakistan on October 31, 1984,
the Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi was assassi-
nated by two of her bodyguards in New Delhi.

Dilip Vengsarkar and Ravi Shastri were piling on
runs for India when the news came. Pakistan’s presi-
dent Zia ul Haq ordered the match stopped, and
India’s captain Sunil Gavaskar wanted the same.

“Obviously, we weren’t in any frame of mind to
carry on and, sure enough, the ODI had to be aban-
doned,” Vengsarkar told India’s Telegraph later.
“Thirty years have gone by, but it’s a day one can’t
forget,” he said.

PM’S XI 
Imran Khan’s best bowling figures of 6-14 were in

a one-day international against India March 22, 1985,
but for the swashbuckling Pakistan fast bowler it was
all in vain. Khan ripped apart the Indian batting line-
up at Sharjah in the UAE to send the opposition
packing for 125. But Pakistan’s own batting imploded,
skittled for just 87.  Khan-now Pakistani prime minis-
ter-was still man of the match, however.

A SWORD FOR A SIX 
The match that will always evoke the bitterest

memories for India, and the sweetest ones for
Pakistan, was on April 18, 1986, again an ODI in
Sharjah. With Pakistan needing four off the last ball to
win, India’s Chetan Sharma ran in and bowled a full
toss-which Javed Miandad swatted for six. Miandad,
who was presented with a golden sword, became a
national hero, while Sharma faced barbs and insults
on his return home.

TENDULKAR’S TEARS 
A century from Sachin Tendulkar, India’s most cel-

ebrated batsman, was usually a recipe for success in
the 1990s and 2000s but not in the 1999 Test match
against Pakistan in Chennai. Chasing 271 for victory,
Tendulkar brought India close with a sparkling 136,
but Pakistani off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq got him
out and India eventually lost by 12 runs.  A sporting
Indian home crowd gave the Wasim Akram-led side a
standing ovation, but Tendulkar was heartbroken. 

Weeping in the dressing room, according to then-
coach Anshuman Gaekwad, the “little master” refused
to come out of the dressing room to receive his man
of the match award.

MISBAH’S MISHIT 
An India-Pakistan final in the inaugural Twenty20

World Cup and a sell-out crowd in Johannesburg,
South Africa in 2007 was a perfect setting for crick-
et’s newest format. Pakistan’s Misbah ul Haq was on
the cusp of taking his team to a memorable win with
his gritty batting in a chase of 158.  But then came a
moment of madness as Haq tried to play an audacious
paddle shot to seal victory against paceman Joginder
Sharma in the final over. The ball went high into the
waiting hands of Shanthakumaran Sreesanth.
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s India celebrated like never
before as Haq missed a chance of a lifetime. — AFP
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Teams facing each other for the first time in UAE since 2006
ABU DHABI: Rival captains Sarfraz Ahmed and Rohit
Sharma played down the hype surrounding the much-
awaited India-Pakistan clash in Dubai today, insisting
that the Asia Cup is much more than a contest between
the arch-rivals. But despite their claims, millions of fans
across the border and elsewhere in the world will be
watching the Group A clash, with a sold out 25,000-
crowd expected at Dubai Stadium. The game is the first
between the sub-continent rivals since Pakistan
thumped India by 180 runs in the final of the
Champions Trophy at The Oval in June last year.

The two teams are facing each other for the first
time in the United Arab Emirates since 2006, the last of
their regular matches which were also held in Sharjah
between 1984-2000. Sarfraz, who led Pakistan in that
memorable Champions Trophy triumph, denied that his
team will have a psychological advantage.

“We will not take that Champions Trophy win in our
minds,” said Sarfraz on Monday, a day after his team
thumped qualifiers Hong Kong in their first match of the
tournament. “That was a different atmosphere (in
London) and conditions. It was a year ago so that’s his-
tory so we will enter the ground with a new strategy
and passion.” India will also meet Hong Kong in Dubai
on Tuesday to tune up for the big match.

INDIA WITHOUT KOHLI 
India’s regular captain and world-class batsman

Virat Kohli has been rested for the competition to help
his aching back after a gruelling tour of England. But
Sarfraz refused to accept Kohli’s absence will make
much difference. “No doubt he (Kohli) is their captain

and a world-class batsman but I think they (India) have
a good team even without Kohli. “They have good play-
ers who have done well for India. So I don’t think it will
make much difference to India. Their batting is very
strong so I can say that it will be a good match.”

Sarfraz has told his players just to enjoy the occa-
sion. “My message to the players is not to bother about
the result and do (their) best and when you do that you
get a positive result in all matches because there are
five other teams as well,” he said.

Five-time Asia Cup champions Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan are in Group B. India have
won the event-which started in 1984 — six times, while
Pakistan have been champions twice. Two teams from
each group will qualify for the Super Four stage, with
the top two to reach the September 28 final. So barring
any upsets against Hong Kong, India and Pakistan will
also face off again in the Super Four on September 23.

India skipper Sharma said his team will be looking
beyond Pakistan. “It’s always exciting to play Pakistan,
but it’s not about one team as well. There are other
teams also eyeing the title,” said Sharma, who has the
rare record of scoring three one-day international dou-
ble hundreds.

SEARING UAE HEAT 
All six teams have to endure extreme hot conditions

in the UAE, with the temperature scaling to over 40
degrees Celsius and expected to rise further in the
coming days. Sharma said his side will get a chance to
assess the conditions in their match against Hong Kong.

“Once we finish the first game we will look at

Pakistan, what their strengths and weaknesses are.
Looking at the pitch, I think we have the perfect combi-
nation and the guys to do the job. “A few players have
come from England so it’s going to be a challenge for

them. “For the rest of us, we have been here for the last
four days so I can probably say we are very much used
to the conditions. “It’s game time, so we have to focus
on the game rather than the conditions.” —AFP

DUBAI: Pakistan cricket captain Sarfraz Ahmed (R) speaks during an Asia Cup press conference as Indian cricket
team captain Rohit Sharma looks on at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in Dubai. —AFP

SYDNEY: Banned Australian cricketer Steve Smith is
likely to be welcomed back with open arms when he
returns to club cricket in Sydney at the weekend,
believes former captain Steve Waugh. Smith and
David Warner were banned for a year for their part in
a ball-tampering scandal during a test in South Africa
that engulfed the world game and prompted a review
of the Australian team’s culture and drive to imple-
ment a new player code of conduct.

The pair, who were also sacked as captain and
vice-captain of the side, were allowed to play
Twenty20 competitions in other countries and lower
level club cricket at home but are unable to appear in
first-class level games until next March.

“The Australian public, they are forgiving,” Waugh
told Fox Sports News yesterday. “He (Smith) made a
mistake and he’s paid a heavy price for it. “But if he
gets back out there and plays with the same enthusi-
asm and passion, he loves playing cricket, he loves
scoring runs, he wants to get back playing for
Australia, I think Australians will move past what
happened before.

“They obviously remember it, but they’re big
enough to realise you can make a mistake and grow
from that and be stronger.” Smith is due to appear for
his Sutherland club against Mosman on Saturday at
Glenn McGrath Oval in Caringbah and Waugh said
he hoped the 29-year-old would quickly get back
into form and earn his way back into the national side
when the ban ends. “We need him back in Australian
cricket,” Waugh said. “You can’t lose someone of his
quality overnight and expect to replace it and he’s
still only relatively young.” Waugh said he expected
that Warner would get a similar response when he
appears for Randwick-Petersham, but warned the
duo and Cameron Bancroft, who was also banned,
would need to work hard to get back into interna-
tional form.

“It’s going to be a challenge for all of them to
come back in to the fold,” Waugh said. “It’s not going
to be as easy as people think. “You’re out of the
game 12 months, the game does move on, you lose
that aura of invincibility about you a bit, you become
a bit more fragile, maybe a bit of self-doubt creeping
in. “It’s going to be a real challenge for all three of
those players to come back strong.” — Reuters

ABU DHABI: Afghan cricketer Rashid Khan celebrates with teammates after he dismissed Sri Lankan batsman
Shehan Jayasuriya during the one day international (ODI) Asia Cup cricket match between Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi.— AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan newspapers and fans lambast-
ed the national cricket team yesterday after the former
champions were dumped out of the Asia Cup by up-
and-coming Afghanistan. “The flop of Asia,” ran the pri-
vate Daily Mirror’s headline, while the state-run Daily
News said one-day cricket had hit a “nadir”.

The Island daily lamented the “sad night for Sri
Lankan cricket”. Afghanistan demonstrated their rise in
international cricket with their 91-run win over Sri
Lanka in Abu Dhabi on Monday. Sri Lanka needed to
win the Group B match to stay in the tournament but
were outwitted by Afghanistan who put up a fighting
total of 249 all out at Sheikh Zayed Stadium.

Sri Lanka, who now have lost 30 of their 40 matches
since January 2017, had lost to Bangladesh by 137 runs
in Dubai on Saturday at the opening match of the tour-

nament. The Mirror said the performance did not augur
well for the World Cup in England and Wales next year.

“Sri Lanka now require a great deal of soul-search-
ing to be a competitive outfit in white-ball cricket
before the 1996 World Champions become a laughing
stock in the world-if they aren’t that already,” the
Mirror said.

Disappointed Sri Lankan fans took to social media
to went their anger, with many memes ridiculing the
national team. “We could have stayed in the Asia Cup at
least till India played its first match,” said one social
media user. 

India’s first game, against Hong Kong, was scheduled
for later yesterday. Another social media user ridiculed
batsman Kusal Mendis who was out for a duck, saying
there would have been more cheer if a different
“Mendis” was included-referring to a popular alcoholic
drink known as “Mendis Special”.

Another fan speculated tongue-in-cheek that the
poor performance was all part of a strategy to dupe
other teams into thinking Sri Lanka were weak before
next year’s World Cup. — AFP
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LONDON: Ben Stokes and Alex Hales have been
charged with bringing the game into disrepute by the
England and Wales Cricket Board following a late-night
street brawl last year. The independent Cricket
Discipline Commission (CDC) was tasked with leading
an internal investigation into the incident outside a
nightclub in Bristol, southwest England, which took
place last September.

The England pair will have to answer to two counts
of breaching ECB directive 3.3, which states: “No par-
ticipant may conduct themself in a manner or do any
act or omission at any time which may be prejudicial to
the interests of cricket or which may bring the ECB, the
game of cricket or any cricketer or group of cricketers
into disrepute.”

Stokes denied a charge of affray and was cleared
following a trial last month. His teammate, Hales, was
with Stokes during the altercation but was not charged.
All-rounder Stokes, whose co-defendant Ryan Ali was
also found not guilty, had been charged following the
fight hours after England played the West Indies in a
one-day international in Bristol, southwest England, in
September 2017.

The 27-year-old missed the second Test against
India last month but was recalled for the third match of
the series following his aquittal. Born in Christchurch,
New Zealand, Stokes came to England in 2003 after his
father Ged was appointed coach of the Workington
rugby league side.

The incident outside the nightclub saw England
eventually decide against playing him in the 2017/18
Ashes, which they lost 4-0 after he had been removed
from the position of Test vice-captain.

Stokes returned to international duty during the
post-Ashes tour of New Zealand. Big-hitting batsman
Hales, 29, last played for England in the third Twenty20
match against India in early July. The disciplinary panel
hearings will be held in London on December 5 and
December 7. —AFP
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