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The significance of attack 
on military parade in Iran

A stunning blow to Iran’s security establishment
TEHRAN: A deadly assault on an Iranian Revolutionary
Guards parade dealt a stunning blow to Iran’s security
establishment, which has often said it can repel any threat
no matter how big, even from the United States and its
chief Middle East ally Israel. Saturday’s shooting attack,
among the worst ever on the Guards, illustrated that Iran’s
elite force, which answers directly to Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, can be vulnerable to guerrilla-
style operations. Iran had enjoyed relative stability com-
pared to Arab neighbors who have grappled with political
and economic upheaval touched off by popular uprisings
in 2011. The Guards have vowed to retaliate for the attack.

Who was responsible?
Iran blamed the United States and its Gulf Arab neigh-

bors for the bloodshed. But it has presented no evidence.
An Iranian ethnic Arab opposition movement called the
Ahvaz National Resistance, which seeks a separate state in
oil-rich Khuzestan province, claimed responsibility for the
attack. So did Islamic State, who also claimed responsibili-
ty for a 2017 attack at the Iranian parliament and the mau-
soleum of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the founder of the
Islamic Republic, which left 18 dead. Neither group has
presented proof of their involvement. Arab opposition
groups have a long list of grievances against Iranian lead-
ers and their frustrations are growing.

The city of Ahvaz, where the attack took place, is the
capital of Khuzestan, a region bordering Iraq where the
majority of Iran’s Arab minority lives. The community has
long felt neglected by the Persian-dominated central gov-
ernment in Tehran. The area has been hit particularly hard
by the economic problems afflicting the entire country and
the unemployment rate in Khuzestan is 14.5 percent, high-
er than the national rate of 11.8 per cent. Poor living stan-
dards have been compounded by electricity shortages and
a severe drought, which locals blame on mismanagement
by the central government. Residents of Ahvaz have been
forced to stay inside their homes on some days because of
severe sandstorms linked to drought in the past year.

Armed opposition groups have played on this discon-
tent to attempt to drum up support for their actions which
have included attacks on oil pipelines in the region. Civil

rights activists say these violent attacks undermine their
peaceful efforts to help the community and lead to wide-
spread arrests. The Kurds in western Iran and the Baluch
in the southeast, both prominent minority groups, also
complain of central government neglect. Armed Kurdish
opposition groups have clashed with the Guards in the
border area with Iraq in recent months, leading to several

dead and wounded on both sides. In early September, the
Guards fired seven missiles at a base of a Kurdish opposi-
tion group in northern Iraq, killing at least 11 people.

What has been the reaction?
Such attacks tend to unite Iranian reformers and hard-

liners despite sharp differences over domestic and foreign
policies. President Hassan Rouhani has pushed back
against the growing economic and political influence of the
Guards in recent years but, after the Ahvaz attack, it will
be difficult for Rouhani to challenge them. The violence
has led to a boost in support for the Guards, according to
analysts, which they will likely use to silence their critics,
including Rouhani. President Donald Trump’s decision to
withdraw the United States from an international nuclear
deal from Iran will also give hardliners more political lever-
age because they argued that the United States should not
be trusted.

Revolutionary guards 
Senior commanders have said the Ahvaz attack was

carried out by militants trained by Gulf states and Israel

and backed by America. But it is unlikely that the Guards
will strike any of these foes directly. They will probably
present a show of strength by launching missiles at groups
operating in Iraq or Syria that may be linked to the mili-
tants who carried out the attack. 

After the Tehran attack by Islamic State in 2017, the
Guards launched missiles at militant groups in eastern

Syria days later. And after a series of clashes with Kurdish
opposition groups in recent months, the Guards unleashed
missiles at a Kurdish opposition base in northern Iraq in
early September. The Guards are also likely to enforce a
tight security policy in Khuzestan province for the fore-
seeable future, arresting any perceived domestic oppo-
nents including civil rights activists. — Reuters

Guards vow 
to retaliate 

GENEVA: A gang of pirates took hostage 12 crew
members from a Swiss cargo ship they attacked in
Nigerian waters, the vessel’s operator has said.
Massoel Shipping said its bulk carrier MV Glarus, with
19 crew, came under attack early Saturday morning as
it transported bulk wheat from Nigeria’s commercial
capital Lagos to the southern oil hub of Port Harcourt.
During the attack, 45 nautical miles southwest of
Bonny Island, “the pirate gang boarded the Glarus by
means of long ladders and cut the razor wire on deck
to gain access to the vessel and eventually the bridge,”
the company said in a statement sent to AFP.

“Having destroyed much of the vessel’s communica-
tions equipment, the criminal gang departed taking 12
of the 19 crew complement as hostage,” it added.
Massoel spokesman Patrick Adamson told AFP it was
the second largest number of people taken from a ship
in the oil delta southeast of Nigeria this year. “Pirates
usually don’t make contacts in the first 48 hours, so we
don’t have any news on that,” he added. For safety rea-
sons, neither the identities nor nationalities of the
hostages would be released, he said.

More than 60 crew were reported kidnapped last
year in waters off Nigeria, Africa’s leading crude produc-
er, although many attacks are not reported. The Geneva-
based shipping company said “all the appropriate
authorities have been notified” and specialists have been
called in to “secure the speedy and safe release of those
being held.” “Families are being kept closely informed of
the situation.” Switzerland’s foreign ministry said it “has
been informed of the attack on Glarus, a vessel sailing
under a Swiss flag along the Nigerian coast.” The Swiss
Maritime Navigation Office was in contact with the ves-
sel’s operator, it added. — AFP 

Pirates kidnap 12 
on Swiss cargo 
ship off Nigeria

AHVAZ, Iran: Iranian soldiers take cover in a rain gutter off a street at the scene of an attack on a military parade that
was marking the anniversary of the outbreak of its devastating 1980-1988 war with Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.  —  AFP 

Jihadist group 
rejects deal for 
Syria’s Idlib
BEIRUT: A jihadist faction in the Idlib region of north-
western Syria has rejected a Turkish-Russian deal that
requires “radical” insurgents to withdraw from a demilita-
rized zone, and urged rebels to launch new military opera-
tions. While the Huras al-Din faction is not the main
Islamist militant group in Idlib, its statement points to
objections that may complicate the implementation of the
agreement clinched last week by Russia and Turkey. 

The most powerful jihadist group in the northwest,
Tahrir al-Sham, has yet to declare its stance on the deal,
under which insurgents must vacate the demilitarised zone
by Oct 15. Tahrir al-Sham is a coalition of Islamist groups
dominated by the faction formerly known as the Nusra
Front, which was an official wing of the al Qaeda network
until 2016. Tahrir al-Sham’s position will be critical.

An alliance of Turkey-allied rebel groups, the National
Front for Liberation, has declared its “complete coopera-
tion” with the Turkish effort, but has also ruled out disarm-
ing or yielding territory. The Huras al-Din group was
formed earlier this year by combatants who split from
Tahrir al-Sham and the Nusra Front when it cut its ties
with al Qaeda. It includes foreign militants. The group
declared the agreement part of a plan “to eliminate the
jihadist project” in the Levant. “We advise our mujahideen

brothers in this decisive and dangerous phase ... (to) begin
military operations against the enemies of religion to
thwart their plans,” it said in a statement released on
Saturday.

The demilitarized zone agreed by Turkey and Russia
will be 15 to 20 km deep and run along the contact line
between rebel and government fighters. It will be patrolled

by Turkish and Russian forces. Russian President Vladimir
Putin has said that all opposition heavy weapons, mortars,
tanks and rocket systems are to be removed from the zone
by Oct 10. Close to 3 million people live in Idlib, around
half of them Syrians displaced by the war from other parts
of Syria, and the United Nations has warned that an offen-
sive would cause a humanitarian catastrophe. — Reuters

Armenian capital 
holds snap polls 
YEREVAN: Residents of Yerevan took to municipal polls
yesterday, the first vote held in the ex-Soviet country since
mass protests pushed its former leader to resign, and a
major test for the new government. The election of the city
council or Council of Elders and mayor in the capital,
where almost half the national population lives, is crucial
for Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who was
swept into his new role after spearheading weeks of
protests in May. Pashinyan, whose popularity is based on
his anti-corruption and economic reform stance, still faces
an Armenian parliament mostly comprised of members of
the formerly ruling Republican party.

Ahead of the polls, he urged citizens to cast ballots for
his allies, saying the outcome will determine whether he
has enough public support to negotiate holding snap par-
liamentary election. The mayoral seat has been empty
since former mayor Taron Margaryan resigned on July 9
over corruption allegations and protests urging him to
quit. Snap polls were triggered when the city council was
unable to select a new mayor. By Armenian law, the mayor
is selected based on election results for the council: if one
party gains more than half of the votes, the party’s candi-
date becomes mayor. 

In case of a different outcome, the new council selects
the mayor via secret ballot. Twelve parties and alliances
are running for council seats. At the top of the list of
Pashinyan’s alliance My Step is popular actor and comedi-
an Hayk Marutyan. Thirty-two-year-old construction
worker Sargis Hakobyan said he backed Pashinyan’s party
“to continue the revolution, reform”. — AFP

Israel gives 
villagers until
end of month 
to leave 
JERUSALEM: Israeli authorities issued a
notice to residents of a Bedouin village in
a strategic spot in the occupied West
Bank yesterday informing them they have
until the end of the month to leave. The
fate of Khan al-Ahmar has drawn interna-
tional concern, with European countries
calling on Israel not to move ahead with
plans to demolish it. Israel’s Supreme
Court on September 5 rejected appeals
against demolition, allowing authorities to
move ahead.

Israel says the village was built without
the proper permits, though it is extremely
difficult for Palestinians to receive such
permission in that part of the West Bank.
The notice given to some 200 residents of
Khan al-Ahmar yesterday says they have

until the end of the month to demolish the
village themselves. “Pursuant to a supreme
court ruling, residents of Khan al-Ahmar
received a notice today requiring them to
demolish all the structures on the site by
October 1st, 2018,” a statement from the
Israeli defense ministry unit that oversees
civilian affairs in the West Bank said. It did
not say what will happen if they refuse to
do so. Village residents vowed not to leave
despite the notice.

“No one will leave. We will have to be
expelled by force,” said village spokesman
Eid Abu Khamis, adding that a residents’
meeting would be held later on the issue.
“If the Israeli army comes to demolish, it
will only be by force.” The village is locat-
ed in a strategic spot east of Jerusalem,
near Israeli settlements and along a road
leading to the Dead Sea. There have been
warnings that continued settlement build-
ing in the area would eventually divide the
West Bank in two, dealing a death blow to
any remaining hopes of a two-state solu-
tion. Israeli authorities have offered alter-
native sites for Khan al-Ahmar residents,
but villagers say the first was near a rub-
bish dump and the latest close to a sewage
treatment plant. — AFP 

ALEPPO: A fighter from the Nureddine Al-Zinki unit, a moderate Syrian opposition faction affiliated with the Muslim
Brotherhood and made up of former Syrian Free Army fighters, mans a position in a rebel-held part of Aleppo
province that lies directly east of the main opposition bastion in Idlib. — AFP 

KHAN AL-AHMAR: A Palestinian Bedouin school child walks in the village of
Khan Al-Ahmar in the Israeli occupied West Bank. — AFP 


