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Braves survive late Philadelphia 
comeback to clinch NL East title

MADRID: “The world is our playing field,”
says an inscription on the wall at La Liga’s
headquarters in Madrid, written in Spanish:
“El mundo es nuestro campo de juego.” It
seems an apt motif, as Spanish football con-
fronts questions about the very essence of its
national game, and where it should call home.
“If we want to remain competitive, we have to
open ourselves to the world,” La Liga’s direc-
tor of international development, Oscar Mayo,
told AFP. But others are still to be convinced.

La Liga was informed by the Spanish
Football Federation (RFEF) on Friday that it
would not support hosting January’s league
game between Girona and Barcelona in Miami.
The two sides play the reverse fixture at Camp
Nou on Sunday. At board level, both clubs
have put their names to La Liga’s request but
key players retain doubts.

Even if the RFEF changed its mind, the plan
needs approval  from the US Soccer
Federation, as well as UEFA and CONCACAF-
the governing bodies in charge of European
and North American football respectively-and
the Spanish sport council.  FIFA president
Gianni Infantino and Real Madrid coach Julen
Lopetegui have expressed reservations while
Barcelona’s Ernesto Valverde appears a reluc-
tant advocate. “It is our intention, but there is
a long way to go,” he said. La Liga are not
deterred. Mayo said there were two red lines
that would not be crossed: “It will never be
more than one match (in a season)” and “It will
not be the Clasico”.

La Liga has a 15-year agreement with
Relevent Sports to promote football in the

US and Canada. Some speculate that if the
move is blocked this season it would only
amount to a postponement, not a cancella-
t ion . “It’s l ike when we changed kick-off
times,” Mayo said. “Whenever you are innova-
tive and make a sudden change it is difficult to
adapt, but we also know that as soon as we do,
as time passes, we will all agree that it was a
wise decision.” The partnership with Relevent
was one of two deals struck last summer which
have excited La Liga. The other was a contract
secured with Facebook to begin broadcasting
matches free and live in eight countries in
South Asia, including to India’s population of
1.3 billion. Lurking behind both initiatives is
one central goal: to catch up with and then
surpass the English Premier League. “We have
the ambition to overcome the Premier League.
These deals are the two good new stories for
us this summer,” Mayo said. In terms of televi-
sion rights, La Liga will collect at least 1.1 bil-
lion euros ($1.3 billion) per year from Spanish
broadcast companies between 2019 and 2022,
plus 896 million euros from abroad.

These figures still pale in comparison to
the English Premier League, which expects
to pocket at least 1.6 billion euros per year
from its national market alone over the same
period.

For La Liga, the difference has to be made
up overseas. “In the next four or five years,
we should be at least at the same level,” pre-
dicted Mayo. The shift  towards Asia has
a l ready  begun . Las t  season , La  L iga ’s
showpiece match between Barcelona and
Rea l  Madr id  a t  the  San t i ago  Bernabeu
kicked off at 13:00, aimed at luring fans in
Tokyo, Beijing and Delhi. But a glance at
Barca’s social media figures shows the chal-
lenge ahead. The club’s English-language
Twitter account has millions of followers,
streets ahead of its Indonesian version with
378,000 and Japanese with 235,000, even
after Andres Iniesta’s groundbreaking move
to  Vi s se l  Kobe  l a s t  summer. La  L iga
bel ieves interest  from abroad should be
considered not a threat but an opportunity,
and a privilege.—AFP

Spanish football
should be proud 
of foreign interest,
says La Liga

Yanks beat Orioles in 11th, clinch AL wild card spot
ATLANTA: Atlanta starter Mike Foltynewicz opened
the game with six no-hit innings, and the Braves sur-
vived a late Philadelphia comeback for a 5-3 win,
clinching the National League East title and sending
them back to the playoffs for the first time since 2013.
Foltynewicz (12-10) did not allow a hit until Odubel
Hererra led off the seventh with a single. The right-han-
der worked 7 1/3 innings and allowed two runs on two
hits and three walks. He struck out five. Arodys
Vizcaino pitched a perfect ninth inning to earn his 16th
save. It was his first save since missing 55 games with
right shoulder inflammation and being activated from
the disabled list on Sept. 14. His last save came June 17
against the New York Mets. The Atlanta offense was
led by center fielder Ender Inciarte, who went 2-for-3
and scored three runs. Freddie Freeman and Johan
Camargo each drove in two runs.

YANKEES 3, ORIOLES 2 (11 INNINGS)
Aaron Hicks hit an RBI double with one out in the

bottom of the 11th inning, and New York clinched a
wild-card spot with a victory over visiting Baltimore.
The Yankees are assured of playing in the one-game
playoff on Oct. 3 for the second straight season. They
entered with a magic number of two over the Tampa
Bay Rays, who lost 5-2 to the Toronto Blue Jays in a
game that went final while the Yankees were in the
eighth inning. Didi Gregorius started the 11th inning by
singling on the second pitch from Paul Fry (0-2). After
Giancarlo Stanton struck out, Hicks ensured the cham-
pagne celebration in the clubhouse by hitting Fry’s 2-2
breaking ball down the left field line.

A’S 3, TWINS 2
Host Oakland recorded its second consecutive

walk-off win, scoring the game-ending run with two
outs in the bottom of the ninth inning on a wild pitch
by Minnesota reliever Trevor. The result lowered
Oakland’s magic number for clinching an American
League playoff spot to one. A win by the A’s on Sunday
or a loss by the Tampa Bay Rays at Toronto would
assure Oakland’s first trip to the playoffs since 2014.
Stephen Piscotty led off the ninth in a 2-2 tie with a
double, then advanced to third on a one-out throwing
error by Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco. After Matt
Joyce was intentionally walked to load the bases,
Hildenberger (4-5) struck out Mark Canha. With Matt
Chapman at the plate, Hildenberger uncorked a wild
pitch that allowed Piscotty to scamper home.

DODGERS 7, PADRES 2
Joc Pederson opened the game with a home run,

and Manny Machado capped a five-run third inning
with a three-run homer as Los Angeles defeated visit-
ing San Diego to retain a 1 1/2-game lead in the
National League West over the second-place
Colorado Rockies. Dodgers starter Rich Hill (10-5)
limited the Padres to a solo homer by Hunter Renfroe
in the sixth. Hill gave up four hits with no walks while
striking out seven in seven innings to become the first
Dodger pitcher to win 10 games this season. It was
also Hill’s longest outing since July 26. In the ninth, the
Padres scored a run on a Manuel Margot single and
had the bases loaded with one out when Kenley

Jansen entered. The Dodgers closer recorded his 37th
save by striking out Cory Spangenberg and Travis
Jankowski.

ROCKIES 5, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Chris Iannetta had two hits and three RBIs, and

Antonio Senzatela pitched seven strong innings as
Colorado topped Arizona in Phoenix. Iannetta’s two-out,
two-run single highlighted a four-run third inning off
Patrick Corbin. Senzatela retired the first 14 batters he
faced. He wound up yielding one run on three hits. He
struck out four and did not walk a batter while tying a
season high for innings pitched.

INDIANS 5, RED SOX 4 (11 INNINGS)
Michael Brantley’s RBI single with no outs in the 11th

inning lifted Cleveland past visiting Boston. By winning
the middle game of the three-game series, the American
League Central champion Indians delayed, perhaps only
momentarily, the AL East champion Red Sox clinching
the top seed in the AL playoffs. One more win by
Boston or one more loss by Houston will lock the Red
Sox into the top seed and ensure the Indians and Astros
play each other in the AL Division Series.

CARDINALS 5, GIANTS 4 (10 INNINGS)
Tyler O’Neill hit a two-out, walk-off home run off

Mark Melancon in the 10th inning, allowing host St.
Louis to top San Francisco. Yadier Molina powered a
two-run, game-tying homer in the seventh for the
Cardinals, who remain 1 1/2 games up on Colorado in
the race for the second National League wild card. St.
Louis pulled within two games of the Milwaukee
Brewers for the first NL wild card. Melancon (0-3), the
losing pitcher Friday when he was charged with two
runs in the eighth inning in a 5-3 defeat, retired the first
two batters he faced in the 10th inning Saturday before
O’Neill hit a 2-2 pitch over the fence in left-center to
end the game.

ASTROS 10, ANGELS 5
Helped by a key error, Houston rallied for nine runs in

the eighth inning to pull out a victory over visiting Los
Angeles. Angels center fielder Mike Trout bashed his 38th
home run to key a five-run top of the eighth inning for a
5-1 Los Angeles lead before the Astros responded. Yuli
Gurriel, Brian McCann, and Evan Gattis all recorded RBI
singles. When Tyler White stepped to the plate with one
out and the bases loaded, the Astros trailed 5-4. White hit
a sharp grounder to third base that Taylor Ward fielded
cleanly before throwing over the head of second baseman
Sherman Johnson. The runs scored on the play, and
Houston subsequently got a two-run single from George
Springer and a two-run homer by Jose Altuve.

CUBS 8, WHITE SOX 3
Javy Baez homered and drove in three runs, and Ben

Zobrist singled home two runs in a three-run fifth inning
as the Chicago Cubs beat the host Chicago White Sox.
The Cubs extended their lead in the National League
Central to 2 1/2 games over the Milwaukee Brewers. The
Cubs got a big break in their fifth-inning rally when
White Sox left fielder Ryan LaMarre misjudged a fly
ball that went as a go-ahead RBI double by Daniel
Murphy and left runners on second and third, setting up

Zobrist’s two-run single.

PIRATES 3, BREWERS 0
Trevor Williams pitched six scoreless innings, and

Starling Marte hit a two-out, two-run double as
Pittsburgh beat visiting Milwaukee. Richard Rodriguez,
Kyle Crick and Felipe Vazquez (36th save) each pitched
an inning of relief to preserve the five-hit shutout for
Pittsburgh, which has won six of seven. Williams (14-9)
allowed four hits and a walk while striking out seven. He
has a 1.00 ERA over his past 12 starts.

NATIONALS 6, METS 0
Trea Turner hit a two-run homer, Matt Wieters added

a three-run shot as five Washington pitchers combined
to one-hit New York. The result came hours after the
Nationals (78-77) were eliminated from postseason
contention when St. Louis defeated San Francisco.
Turner hit his two-run shot in the third inning off starter
Corey Oswalt (3-3). Wieters went deep in the sixth off
Jerry Blevins. Austin Voth (1-1) went five scoreless
innings and earned his first major league victory. He
allowed only a fourth-inning infield single to Michael
Conforto. Matt Grace, Justin Miller, Jimmy Cordero and
Austen Williams followed with one hitless inning apiece.

MARINERS 13, RANGERS 0
Robinson Cano had a three-run homer and four RBIs in

a three-hit game, Marco Gonzales allowed one hit in six
shutout innings, and visiting Seattle routed Texas. Dee
Gordon added a two-run homer, Mike Zunino had a solo
shot, Mitch Haniger had two doubles and a single to extend
his hit streak to 11 games, and Guillermo Heredia had three
hits including an RBI double as the Mariners had a season-

best run total. Gonzales (13-9) issued one walk and struck
out three to win for the first time since July 29, a span of six
winless starts. 

BLUE JAYS 5, RAYS 2
Rowdy Tellez had three hits, including a two-run

homer, and three RBIs, and Thomas Pannone pitched
into the seventh inning as Toronto defeated visiting
Tampa Bay. Reese McGuire added an RBI double for
the Blue Jays in their three-run fourth inning. Pannone
(4-1) allowed two runs, six hits and three walks while
striking out five in 6 2/3 innings in his fifth career major
league start.

TIGERS 5, ROYALS 4
Mikie Mahtook blasted a go-ahead, two-run homer

in the bottom of the eighth, lifting host Detroit over vis-
iting Kansas City. Mahtook followed Niko Goodrum’s
leadoff single with his ninth long ball of the season to
left off Jason Hammel (3-14). Goodrum, who hadn’t
played since Sept. 12 due to a right quad contusion, had
three hits, as did teammate Nicholas Castellanos. Detroit
designated hitter Victor Martinez, who announced a day
earlier that Saturday’s game would be the last of his
career, was removed after an infield single in the first.

MARLINS 5, REDS 1
ROOKIE AUSTIN DEAN HOMERED and drove in

three runs to lead host Miami past Cincinnati. It was
Dean’s fourth homer since making his major league
debut on Aug. 15. The three RBIs were his career high.
The Reds were led by pinch hitter Gabriel Guerrero,
who hit his first major league homer, an eighth-inning
blast that ended Miami’s hopes of a shutout. — Reuters

ATLANTA: Dansby Swanson #7 of the Atlanta Braves runs past Ozzie Albies #1 to get the force out on Rhys Hoskins
#17 of the Philadelphia Phillies during the eighth inning at SunTrust Park on Saturday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

LONDON: France manager Didier Deschamps believes the
outside world has the wrong image of Paul Pogba, who
played a key role in leading Les Bleus to winning the World
Cup. At club level the Manchester United midfielder hasn’t
lived up to expectations since his then world record £89
million ($116 million) move from Juventus in 2016, although
his performances have picked up in recent weeks.

Off the field, Pogba has attracted criticism for spending
too much time on social media and frequently changing his
hairstyle than concentrating on his football. However, he
shone for France in Russia, often sacrificing the attacking
side of his game for the good of the team, before scoring in
the final against Croatia. 

“The rest of the world had an image of Pogba which did-
n’t really reflect who he is,” Deschamps told FIFA’s coach-
ing conference to review the World Cup.”He’s always think-
ing about the collective. “There is an image of him that he is
very individualistic, a bit self-centred, but that’s not the true
Paul at all.”

Pogba’s importance as a leader of the French side was
revealed in a behind the scenes documentary, which
showed the prominent role he took during a team talk at
half-time in the final. “He prepared to win. He took on the
mantle of leadership both on and off the pitch. He took on
the role of spokesman, he can do that because he is a good
speaker,” added Deschamps, who believes Pogba is now
more calm when it comes to dealing with press scrutiny of
his performances.

“You can be criticised, the press can be tough on you.
Once you take that on board, I think you can become more
calm. He has taken that on board and it has had an impact
on him on and off the pitch.

“I think it gave him some respect, and that respect he
has gained on the field has also had an impact on him as a
person.” Deschamps is the heavy favourite to win the award
for FIFA’s best coach of the year at an award ceremony in
London today.

However, no Frenchman is in the running for the best
player prize as Cristiano Ronaldo faces competition from
Croatia and Real Madrid midfielder Luka Modric and
Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah to win FIFA’s
world player of the year for the sixth time. — AFP

Pogba not as 
selfish as people
think: Deschamps
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