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BRUSSELS: A top United Nations official yesterday
heaped praise on Kuwait’s global humanitarian efforts
and its International Islamic Charity Organization
(IICO) for philanthropic works around the world.
“Kuwait we know is emerging as a major player in the
humanitarian world and IICO the leading humanitari-
an organization in the Islamic world,” said Daniel
Gustafson, Deputy Director General of the UN’s Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

He was speaking to the media ahead of the sign-
ing of a letter of intent between FAO and IICO on
the sidelines of a major international conference
against hunger in Brussels yesterday. “It is a pleas-
ure and privilege for us to do this now as part of the
launch of global food crisis report and as part of the
conference of the Global Network Against Food
Crises,” he noted.

“We are embarking on a new partnership with the
IICO and we are delighted about it,” said the top FAO
official. He also noted that the IICO chairman Dr
Abdullah Al-Matouq has again been appointed for
the third year in a row as a special adviser to the UN
Secretary General. “We very much appreciate IICO’s
recognition of the link between resilience, agriculture,
livelihoods, the humanitarian development nexus and
peace building and it’s been a key component of the
vision of IICO and are very appreciative of that,” said
Gustasfon. “We are committed to the same ideals and
we are hoping that this can be a starter of a produc-
tive exchange of information and knowledge collabo-
ration and we look forward to working closely with
IICO,” he said.

Key partner 
The FAO official stressed that “the government of

Kuwait is a key partner, a key member of FAO in
Rome and elsewhere but it is the voice of Kuwait
within the collective discussions of FAO member
countries in Rome which is a strong one due to the
excellent work of the team.” “We need to re-double
our efforts into combating hunger and poverty and
look forward to increasing on all levels. We are
delighted to do this today as part of the Brussels
high-level event,” he added.

On his part, Bader Al Sumait, General Manager of
IICO said “on behalf of Dr Abdullah Al-Matouq, the
Advisor to the Amiri Diwan, the Special Advisor of
UN Secretary General, the Chairman of the IICO, I
would like to thank and highly commend our col-
leagues in FAO for the excellent job and tremendous
effort they exerted in co-organizing this high-level
and timely event with the EU Commission and the
World Food Program.” “We see this today as another
elevation of the level of partnership and collaboration
together. We are happy to sign this agreement with
the leading organization in combating hunger, FAO,”
he stressed.

IICO, as one of the leading humanitarian organiza-
tions in the Muslim world, is keen to raise the level of
cooperation and partnership with international
organizations for the good of humanity, he noted. In
this context, IICO welcomes the signing of letter of
intent with FAO to cooperate, in joint initiatives,
towards raising the level of resilience in the affected
and vulnerable communities and combating hunger
and food insecurity, said Al Sumait.—KUNA 
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Kuwait urges accountability for 
int’l humanitarian law violators

Implementing humanitarian law is more important than ever before 
NEW YORK: Kuwait has called for bringing
to accountability violators of the interna-
tional law and perpetrators of crimes
against humanity. “It is necessary to ensure
accountability for perpetrators of war
crimes, genocide and crimes against
humanity,” Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said Monday at a spe-
cial UN Security Council session on the
international humanitarian law.

He stressed the need for condemning
human rights violations by all warring par-
ties and to make sure that those targeting
civilians are held accountable. He warned
that the impunity for violators in current
conflicts had led to grave consequences.
“This impunity has led to the continuation
of the most egregious violations of all fun-
damental principles of the international
humanitarian law, international human rights
law and all relevant resolutions of the UN
General Assembly and the UN Security
Council,” he regretted.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled commended
UN efforts that take actions against the
international humanitarian law violators in
the world hotspots. In this regard, he voiced
support to the UN mechanisms to investi-
gate the most serious crimes against
humanity in Syria, Myanmar and Iraq. “We
also commend the UN Security Council’s
unanimous adoption of resolution 2379
(2017), which called for the formation of an
independent team to investigate the crimes
committed by the so-called Islamic State
(IS) or Da’esh group and demanded its
accountability for its heinous crimes in
Iraq,” he said.

Rule of law 
“Such mechanism and other (similar)

mechanisms are important to end impunity.
Accountability for those who committed
serious violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law are essential
to achieve sustainable peace.” The Kuwaiti
top diplomat emphasized that the rule of
law and international humanitarian law must
be enforced during armed conflicts. The
UN, and particularly the Security Council,
has a vital role to play to promote the rule
of law and warring parties’ respect of inter-
national humanitarian law through the full
implementation of its relevant resolutions,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said.

He argued that the UN peacekeepers
must also assume responsibility for the pro-
tection of civilians by taking the necessary
measures to provide security for refugee
camps, carry out medical evacuation of the
wounded people and boost the capacity of
the national police to protect vulnerable
people. He added that United Nations
forces, warring parties and international
organizations operative in conflict zones
must abide by all relevant laws, including
the international humanitarian law, and
accountability must also be ensured for
humanitarian law violators.

On the national level, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said that Kuwait had implemented a
range of initiatives, to build capacity of
national cadres in the international humani-
tarian law. He reiterated that in light of the
current global situation, implementing
humanitarian law is more important than
ever before. While the Geneva Conventions
have long been ratified, parties continue to
blatantly disregard those texts in some of
today’s current conflicts, he lamented.

Israeli occupation 
Meanwhile, humanitarian needs have

reached record levels, with more than 130
million needing assistance around the
world, he said. He shed light on the interna-
tional humanitarian law violations in the
Palestinian territories and Syria. “The
Israeli occupation of the occupied Arab
territories, including Palestinian land, for
more than five decades has been a flagrant
violation of international conventions and
norms,” “Israeli practices and policies con-
stitute blatant violations of international
law — such as the expansion of existing
settlements and the construction of new
settlements - and have lasting negative
consequences on the daily lives of the
Palestinian people for decades.” He also
cited as example of the Israeli violations
the findings of a recent report by the
International Independent Investigation
Commission on the Israeli troops’ human
rights violations and war crimes against
protesters in Gaza Strip.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also noted that
the Syrian conflict, which has entered its
ninth year, witnessed the most egregious
violations of international humanitarian
law including the continued and deliberate
targeting of civilians and their property,
installations and public facilities and the
obstruction of humanitarian agencies and
organizations from delivering aid to the
needy people. The session was also
attended by Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister’s Office Director
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi, Assistant Foreign
Minister for International Organizations
Ambassador Nasser Al-Hayyen, and sever-
al foreign ministry senior officials. 

On the sidelines of the ongoing UNSC

meetings yesterday, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled met with Poland’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz. During
the meeting, the two sides addressed their
bilateral relationship and ways to boost
them in various fields and on all levels.
They also discussed ways to boost
Kuwaiti-Polish cooperation and active
coordination within the framework of the
two countries’ non-permanent seats at the
UNSC.

The two top officials also exchanged
views and ideas on regional and interna-
tional updates, in addition to discussing a
number of issues of mutual interest. The

meeting was attended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister’s Office
Director Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah,
Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, Assistant
Foreign Minister for International
Organizations Ambassador Nasser Al-
Hayyen, and several foreign ministry sen-
ior officials. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and
his accompanying official  delegation
arrived in New York on Sunday to take
part in UNSC meetings within the frame-
work of Kuwait’s non-permanent seat at
the Council. —KUNA 

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addressing the UN Security Council session on the inter-
national humanitarian law. — KUNA photos 

An old Quran copy dates back to Ottoman era. Ancient copies of the Holy Quran 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Researcher
Mohammad Kamal’s personal museum
boasts many rare ancient Holy Quran
copies, and Islamic documents and antiq-
uities. Kamal owns many old 150-650-
year-old gold-engraved Quran prints that
come from Baghdad, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Damascus, Egypt, India and
Morocco. He participated in many spe-
cialized exhibitions and events where
unique ancient Islamic antiquities are put
on display.

The founder and coordinator of “Expo
965” for Kuwaiti and Islamic Heritage,
said in a statement to KUNA yesterday,
that he is fond of collecting old and rare

manuscripts, noting that he owns some
documents that date back to the 3rd and
4th century After Hijra (AH). Every era
has its own engraving characteristics that
help in identifying where and when doc-
uments were printed, he said, elaborating
that carvings have different colors,
including rose, blue and saffron.

As colors differ from one country to
another, Indian and Kashmiri Qurans, for
example, are brown, but the Ottoman one
is lighter. Kamal noted that he travels
around the world searching for Quranic
copies and rare Islamic items, pointing
out that thanks to technology it is now
easier to find them online through differ-

ent auctions or antique stores.
The Kuwaiti researcher indicated that

the price of such relics could reach up to
KD 25,000-plus, depending on the rarity
of the edition. He owns Caucasian,
Chinese and Baghdad Quranic copies
that are around 650, 450 and 600 years
old respectively. He asserted that it takes
a lot of effort and care to be able to pro-
tect these ancient items, since it is neces-
sary to store them in an air-conditioned
room away from humidity, all year round.
Furthermore, the Quranic books and
manuscripts should be touched only
without gloves and light must be very
dim, he concluded. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti scholar collects rare Quran copies, Islamic documents
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KUWAIT: Represented
by board member and
Bareeq Al-Danah maga-
zine’s managing editor,
Dana Emad Bokhamseen
through a video-confer-
ence, Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA) recent-
ly took part in the gender
equality council meetings
organized by the
International Federation
of Journalists (IFJ) on
March 26 in Brussels. The
meeting discussed preparations for the IFJ conference
due to be held in Tunis from May 11-14 in addition to
funding the gender equality council and reminding IFJ to
have its committee equally comprising of elements from
both genders, combating online bullying, equal wages
and sexual violence against female reporters.  Notably,
the meeting included Mindy Ran from UK, Natalia
Jolsnova from Russia, Lobna Jeerar from Pakistan,
Zoliana Otero from Pero, Meriam Lionsen from Germany,
Jennifer Muro from Canada, Dana Bokhamseen from
Kuwait, Martha Barcenella from Spain and Jeremy Dir.  

KJA takes part in
gender equality
council meetings

Dana Emad Bokhamseen

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Ministry yesterday
announced the signing of frameworks for multilater-
al financial arrangements on cooperation for the
financial balance program in the Kingdom of
Bahrain. The agreement comes as part of several
measures to support the economic reforms in
Bahrain, which aimed at strengthening the financial
and economic rules of the GCC countries, the min-
istry said in a statement.

The agreement was signed between Bahrain’s

Ministry of Finance and Kuwait’s Ministry of
Finance and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) and the Arab Monetary
Fund, it added. Kuwait was represented by Minister
of Finance Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, KFAED by its
Director-General Abdulwahab Al-Bader, and the
Arab Monetary Fund by General Manager
Abdulrahman Al-Humaidi, and Bahrain by Minister
of Finance and National Economy Sheikh Salman
bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa. — KUNA 

Kuwait, Bahrain sign multilateral
financial frameworks 

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf with Members of Bahrain’s Ministry of Finance,
(KFAED), and the Arab Monetary Fund. — KUNA 


