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US suspends F-35 
program deliveries 
to Turkey over 
Russian arms
WASHINGTON: The United States said Monday it
was halting all deliveries and joint work with
Turkey on the F-35 fighter jet program after the
NATO ally insisted on a major arms purchase from
Russia. After months of warnings, the United States
said that Turkey’s decision to buy Russia’s S-400
missile system was incompatible with remaining
part of the emblematic US warplane program. 

“Until they forgo delivery of the S-400, the
United States has suspended deliveries and activi-
ties associated with the stand-up of Turkey’s F-35
operational capability,” Pentagon chief spokesman
Charles E. Summers Jr. said. “Should Turkey pro-
cure the S-400, their continued participation in the
F-35 program is at risk,” he said in a statement.

US officials have voiced concern that, with
Turkey in both camps, Russia could obtain F-35
data to improve the accuracy of the S-400 against
Western aircraft. The Pentagon said that it had
started to look at secondary sources to produce
parts for F-35s that were being developed in
Turkey. “We very much regret the current situation
facing our F-35 partnership with Turkey, but the
(Defense Department) is taking prudent steps to
protect the shared investments made in our critical
technology,” Summers said.

Turkey had planned to buy 100 F-35A fighter
jets, with pilots already training in the United
States. The plane’s manufacturer, Lockheed Martin,
said that contracts with Turkish companies to build
parts for the F-35 had been expected to reach $12
billion. Among the eight Turkish companies
involved in the purchase, Ayesas has been building
a panoramic cockpit display for the F-35 and
Fokker Elmo makes 40 percent of the electrical
wiring and interconnection system, according to
Lockheed Martin.

Growing tilt to Russia
The purchase of a Russian system is highly

unusual for a member of NATO, the Western
alliance forged to counter the Soviet Union. The
US suspension announcement comes two days
before foreign ministers from the 29 members of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization are due in
Washington to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
the alliance - and hours after President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s AKP party suffered a surprise
rout in elections in major cities including Istanbul.

Erdogan, whose relations with the West have
soured sharply as he cracks down on dissent at
home, has increasingly looked to Moscow as a
partner. Russian tourists have made Turkey their
top destination, providing a vital economic boost.
Last week, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
traveled to Turkey, where Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu insisted that the S-400 purchase would
go ahead. “We have an agreement with Russia and
we are bound by it,” Cavusoglu told reporters.

Hoping to offer an alternative, the United States
last year approved the sale of Patriot missiles to
Turkey — a deal to which Ankara said it was open.
Four senators last week proposed legally barring
the transfer of F-35s to Turkey if it buys the S-
400. One of the senators, Democrat Chris Van
Hollen of Maryland, praised the Pentagon suspen-
sion and pledged to “continue working in the
Senate to prevent this dangerous possibility from
becoming a reality.”

Rocky ties with US 
Turkey’s relations with the United States

plunged last year when President Donald Trump
imposed tariffs, battering Turkey’s lira, over the
jailing of an American pastor detained as part of a
mass roundup following a coup attempt against
Erdogan. The pastor, Andrew Brunson, was freed
and Trump appeared to grow fond of Erdogan,
speaking to him before his sudden decision to
withdrew US troops from Syria.

But tensions quickly resurfaced with the United
States fearful that Erdogan will strike US-allied
Kurdish fighters in Syria and a Turkish court trying
a US consulate staffer, Metin Topuz, on charges of
spying. Topuz, a Turkish citizen, is accused of ties
to Fethullah Gulen, a Turkish preacher who lives in
self-imposed exile in the United States. Erdogan
has repeatedly demanded that the United States
extradite Gulen, whom the Turkish leader accuses
of fomenting the coup. — AFP 

LAGOS: Tens of thousands of Nigerians came together
online yesterday to condemn the police after a young man
was shot dead as he watched a football match. The pro-
testers called on the government to end police brutality,
after several years of complaints, with Amnesty
International calling the latest death an “unlawful killing”.
Thousands of messages of condolence and anger were
posted throughout the day after a video showing the body
of Kolade Johnson went viral. Johnson was apparently hit
by a stray bullet fired by police in broad daylight in Lagos.

“This is the price you pay for being a young Nigerian
male not from a high-ranking family,” wrote one of his
neighbors @m_k_v_ng on Instagram. He said he had never
heard of the Nigerian police’s Special Anti-Robbery
Squad (SARS) firing “anyhow” in upmarket neighborhoods
of the financial capital. “His blood is on your hands,” he
told the police. The hashtag #EndSARS was created in

2016 by a group of human rights defenders. One of them,
Segun Awosanya, wants reform of the police and all spe-

cial units to be disbanded, which he said have had military
training and act with impunity.

“After a year of advocacy, things were better. The pres-
idency stated that SARS elite squads must respond only to
distress calls concerning house-breaking and kidnapping,”
he told AFP. “But early January the new inspector general
of police came in and we are back to square one. “We’ve
lost a lot of lives, police blatantly telling people at gun
point, ‘I will kill you and nothing will happen’. And guess
what, nothing happens. We live under oppression.”
Amnesty International has in recent years campaigned
against police brutality and the use of torture in Nigeria,
including by SARS units.

Its Nigeria director, Osai Ojigho, described Johnson as
“the latest victim” of SARS, “which has become notorious
for extrajudicial killings, torture and extortion”. “This
appears to be an unlawful killing which must be impartially
and thoroughly investigated, with any officers suspected
of criminal responsibility for wrongdoing brought to jus-

tice in fair trial before an ordinary civilian court. “It is
shameful that more than two years since Amnesty
International highlighted crimes under international law
and human rights violations by SARS, these shocking inci-
dents continue unabated.”

Police team held 
Meanwhile, the members of a police squad suspected of

killing a Nigerian football fan have been detained for ques-
tioning, a force spokesman said after an outcry online. Kolade
Johnson was watching a match involving English Premier
League club Liverpool on Sunday afternoon when he was hit
by a stray bullet fired by police. The killing sparked public
outrage and renewed opposition to the police units such as
the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), which has become
synonymous with brutality, extra-judicial killings, torture,
extortion and impunity. — Agencies 

Nigerians join online protests 
to denounce police brutality 

Police team held after football fan shot dead
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victim of
Nigeria’s
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Libya chaos leaves 
Zintan residents 
struggling for water
ZINTAN: Hundreds of blue pipes lay abandoned in Libya’s
Zintan, leaving residents struggling to get enough water
after the 2011 revolution halted their spot on the world’s
largest irrigation project. “We have nothing in Zintan,” said
Al-Sid Chanta, a trucker who collects water supplied from
a reservoir to deliver to residents’ homes. Without the
pipes in place to channel water directly to the city, he
makes the trip eight times a day just to meet people’s basic
needs. “The (public) services are very poor,” said Chanta,
who estimated each family needs around 40,000 liters of
water a month.

Zintan was set to be part of Libya’s Great Man-Made
River Project, a vast scheme to tap water from under-
ground aquifers deep in the Sahara desert, purify it and
transport it north. But the city’s place on the project was
abandoned after the 2011 ousting of dictator Muammar
Gaddafi, leaving locals to rely on the old delivery system
for water. The reservoir feeds wells at the foot of the
Nafusa mountains, where water is collected by truckers
who take the steep road to supply less than 50 percent of
Zintan’s 60,000 residents.

Abdallah al-Rammah, director of city hall’s water
department, said there is a “large deficit” in water and the
distribution network dates to the 1970s. The same system
is used by other cities around the mountains, such as
Rojbane, Nalout and Yefren. Zintan also lacks a public
sewage system, meaning used household water feeds into
septic tanks which have polluted the groundwater - later
pumped and used by residents. That has resulted in regu-
lar Hepatitis C diagnoses, especially among children, a
doctor in Zintan said on condition of anonymity.

The mayor of Zintan, Mustafa al-Barouni, said the city
has suffered “injustice” and decades of marginalization.
“We find that some cities have basic services, telecommu-
nications, roads, ports and job opportunities, and others
(like Zintan) have nothing,” he said. The mayor hit out at
“corruption and the waste of resources” by transitional
authorities, claiming the city receives barely a pittance

from the state budget despite a drive for decentralization. 
“We have often resorted to debt,” he said, working with

local investors to fund projects. City authorities cannot
meet the water needs of all residents, meaning some have
pay for privately-run trucks which are expensive. Political
power remains divided in Libya, with a UN-backed
Government of National Accord established in the capital
Tripoli in 2015.  

But a rival administration sits in the east of the country,
supported by Khalifa Haftar and his self-styled Libyan
National Army. Such deadlock has hit the finances of the
oil-rich country, evident in Zintan by the cash-strapped
shuttered banks and the long queues at petrol stations.
There is little sign of development in the city, apart from a

few private construction sites, while African migrants car-
rying hammers or shovels wait desperately for work. “We
lack everything,” said Mohamad al-Garaj, in his 60s, who
complained of price rises.

But for him, the water shortage remains the greatest
problem: “We ask for help from the government and inter-
national organizations.” Development projects were put on
hold in the wake of the revolution and international efforts
to break the political impasse have so far failed. Attention
now turns to a United Nations conference mid-April,
which Zintan’s mayor hopes can bring changes to his
resource-strapped city. “The tension is such, that everyone
at this point is convinced of the necessity of finding a solu-
tion,” he said. — AFP

ZINTAN: Mahmud Al-Rammah, Director of water department in Zintan, shows water pipes waiting to be
installed at the Zentan water pumping station in the city of Zintan. — AFP 

Tehran accuses US of 
‘economic terrorism’ 
TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif accused
the United States of impeding aid efforts and “economic
terrorism” on Monday as authorities ordered the immedi-
ate evacuation of flood-stricken cities in western Iran. US
sanctions are “impeding aid efforts by
#IranianRedcrescent to all communities devastated by
unprecedented floods,” Zarif tweeted, referring to search
and rescue operations being conducted after huge rain-
falls triggered vast flooding. 

“Blocked equipment includes relief choppers,” the
tweet read, adding that “this isn’t just economic warfare;
it’s economic TERRORISM.” The evacuation was ordered
after rivers burst their banks, dams overflowed and vast
areas were cut off from communication.

A chronic shortage of rescue helicopters in Iran, due
to US sanctions, has forced the emergency services to
request help from military helicopters and amphibious
armored personnel carriers to assist in the rescue opera-
tions. The authorities declared a “situation red”, the high-
est level of alert, in Lorestan province with four or five
cities “completely critical”, state television news network
IRINN reported from Khorramabad, the region’s capital.

“In Khorramabad the water has risen by as much as
three meters in parts... and reports are coming in of
regions... completely submerged with residents stranded
on their rooftops,” it added. The Red Crescent’s provin-
cial director, Sarem Rezaee, said his organization had lost
contact with much of the region. “Telephones are not
working, our radio communications are down... at this
moment we have no news of other cities and villages,” he
told IRINN, adding roads were flooded and helicopters
were unable to take off due to the bad weather.

“We have requested emergency help from neighbor-
ing provinces but at the present no one can do anything.”
The airport in the western city of Khorramabad was
flooded, with images showing water submerging the run-
way and cutting the province’s main air link to the rest of
the country. Authorities in Lorestan ordered evacuations
in many regions, bringing in the armed forces to forcibly
remove those who do not comply, local media reported.

‘Lost all contact’
The authorities said Pol-e-Dokhtar and Mamulan

cities were already half submerged, with one fatality
reported in Mamulan. Images on local media show water
gushing through streets in Pol-e-Dokhtar where the
water level had reached 1.5 meters. Every village in the
vicinity of the two cities had been surrounded by flood
waters while all five dams in Lorestan had reached
capacity and four of them were overflowing.

“We have lost all contact with Pol-e-Dokhtar,” the
Lorestan Governor General Mousa Khademi told the
semi-official ISNA News Agency. “We do not have any

information on the situation there... we do not know how
many people have been affected by the floods,” he added.
Numerous rivers had burst their banks and landslides
blocked many roads, said the reports. Media outlets
showed images of collapsed bridges and oil and gas
pipelines destroyed by the flood.

The main railway line linking Tehran to the south of the
country had also been blocked by the flood. This is the
third major flood to hit Iran in the past two weeks with
unprecedented rainfalls in the mostly arid country that
had endured a decades-long drought until this year. The
first occurred in the northeast of the country on March 19
and the second struck the west and southwest of Iran on
March 25 with a combined toll of 45 people killed.

The present flood has again struck in the west and
southwest following heavy rain that is set to continue into
today. Apart from Lorestan half a dozen other provinces
are also facing critical circumstances, with the emergency
services reporting 23 out of Iran’s 31 provinces have been
affected and could face floods. With the consecutive
floods the reservoirs of many dams have reached full
capacity forcing emergency discharge, as much as 1,800
cubic meters per second in some cases, to prevent them
from breaking. — AFP 

AHVAZ, Iran: An Iranian family walks through a flooded
street in a village around the city of Ahvaz, in Iranís
Khuzestan province. — AFP 

In close election, 
Netanyahu relies 
on ‘us versus them’
JERUSALEM: Being on the wrong side of Wonder
Woman may not seem to be a smart move, but past expe-
rience shows Benjamin Netanyahu was well aware of what
he was doing. An argument that put the prime minister at
odds with Israeli actress Gal Gadot, who played Wonder
Woman in the Hollywood blockbuster, was one example
of the pre-election populist rhetoric that has become his
trademark.

As Israel approaches an April 9 general election,
Netanyahu is again resorting to right-wing populism that
critics say amounts to the demonization of Arab Israelis
and others to appeal to his support base. The social media
dispute that drew in Gadot was one in which Netanyahu
faced an outcry over his comments regarding Arab
Israelis.

Some analysts expect more to come in the campaign’s
final days as Netanyahu fights a close election under the
threat of indictment for corruption. “What you’re proba-
bly going to see is him exacerbating the polarisation —
us versus them,” said Reuven Hazan, political science
professor at Jerusalem’s Hebrew University. “He realises
that this is a battle for his survival.” On election day in
2015, Netanyahu infamously warned that Arab voters
were going to the polls “in droves” - and, according to
state investigators, made sure a news website featured
the video.

This year, he has continually sought to convince voters
that his main opponent, former military chief Benny Gantz,
would ally with Arab political parties. As part of that argu-
ment, he has used the catchphrase that the election is a
choice between “Bibi or Tibi” - using his own nickname
and referring to prominent Israeli Arab politician Ahmad
Tibi, a staunch anti-Zionist. Israeli Arabs, the descendants
of Palestinians who remained on their land following the
creation of Israel, account for some 17.5 percent of the
country’s population.

Sawsan Zaher, deputy director general of Adalah, a
legal centre for Israel’s Arab minority, said the rhetoric
amounted to “not only racism, but even intentional racism”.
“And what will this incitement lead to on the ground and
on the streets against Arabs?” Zaher asked. Some analysts
say they see Netanyahu’s rhetoric less as expressions of
his true beliefs than as bare-knuckled politics. Israeli poli-
tics has moved sharply to the right in recent years, with
much of the electorate disillusioned by failed peace efforts
with the Palestinians. As one example of Netanyahu’s
opportunism, analysts point to a deal he brokered with the
extreme-right Jewish Power party which many see as
racist to try to ease its way into parliament. The agreement
drew widespread disgust, but Netanyahu defended it by
saying he needed to ensure no right-wing votes go to
waste as he eyes his next coalition. — AFP


