
NATO, the
world’s biggest
defense alliance
PARIS: Created 70 years ago as a safe-
guard against the threat of Soviet aggres-
sion, NATO is the world’s biggest defense
alliance, grouping 29 European and
North American countries. Here is some
background about the Belgium-based
organization that formed at the start of
the Cold War and then took on modern
challenges such as terrorism:

1949: Soviet threat  
The North Atlantic Treaty

Organization was formed on April 4, 1949
by 12 countries alarmed by the Soviet
Union’s drive to spread communism
around the world via military aggression.
They united “for collective defense”, says
the founding Washington Treaty signed
by Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark,
France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and the
United States. The key Article 5 states
that “an armed attack against one or
more of them in Europe or North
America shall be considered an attack
against them all”. It would require other
members to undertake “such action as it
deems necessary, including the use of
armed force”. Next to join were Greece
and Turkey (1952), Germany (1955) and

Spain (1982). When the Soviet Union fell
apart in 1991, the Alliance endured in the
face of new challenges.

1994: combat 
In its first combat action, NATO in

1994 sent US fighter jets to stop Serbian
bombing raids into Bosnia in violation of
a no-fly zone. Four Serbian planes were
shot down. In 1995, a NATO peacekeep-
ing force deployed to Bosnia and
Herzegovina in its first major crisis-
response operation. In 1999, a NATO
force launched a 78-day bombing cam-
paign against Serbia to end its bloody
crackdown on its Kosovo province.
Serbian troops withdrew and Kosovo
came under UN administration, with a
40,000-strong alliance force deployed to
ensure security. In 1999, the first ex-com-
munist countries signed up to the alliance:
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland.

9/11 attacks
NATO’s “one for all and all for one”

pledge was invoked for the first time after
the 9/11 attacks on the United States. It
joined the US “war on terrorism” in 2003,
taking the lead of the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) deployed
to Afghanistan to root out Al-Qaeda and
other Islamist militants. As the European
Union expanded, so did the alliance:
Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia
joined in 2004. The admission the same
year of the three ex-Soviet states of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania particularly
annoyed Russia. Albania and Croatia fol-

lowed in 2010 and Montenegro in 2017.

Piracy, trafficking
NATO largely ended its combat mis-

sion in Afghanistan in 2014, leaving
behind a 16,000-strong residual force for
training and counter-terrorism opera-
tions. In 2011, it took sole command of air
strikes in Libya under a UN mandate to
use “all necessary measures” to protect
civilians. The seven-month campaign led
to the overthrow of strongman Muammar
Gaddafi. NATO now contributes to fight-
ing piracy off the Horn of Africa and mon-

itoring human trafficking in the
Mediterranean, while also operating a
unit to defend against cyberattacks.

Still tense with Russia 
Although NATO and Russia estab-

lished post-Cold War ties in 1997, rela-
tions remain tense, plummeting in 2014
over Moscow’s role in Ukraine -
including its annexation of Crimea. In
2016, NATO deployed four multina-
tional battalions to Poland and the
Baltic states to guard against possible
Russian adventurism. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Megastar Beyonce and for-
mer US vice president Joe Biden found them-
selves on opposite sides of a heated debate
over personal space yesterday, sending social
media into fits over how close is too close.
The debate concerns less sexual assault than
the concept of the “personal bubble” - a
sense of necessary physical distance particu-
larly valued in America - set against the
backdrop of the #MeToo movement. 

Separate incidents saw the unlikely duo
find itself the subject of water cooler talk
after Beyonce, 37, was crowned “Artist of
the Year” late Saturday at the NAACP
Image Awards, a celebration of achieve-
ments in the African American community.
But it was a seemingly misplaced kiss that
got her fans riled up, after a clip of Omari
Hardwick, 45, saw the actor kiss her twice
on the cheek, once dangerously close to
her lips. Beyonce hasn’t commented on the
incident but appeared visibly uncomfort-
able as the encounter played out on cam-
era, with her husband Jay-Z standing nearby.
Her fans were quick to react, with many
Twitter users lambasting Hardwick for breez-
ing past personal boundaries.

As that drama played out, a similar one
saw Biden - a longtime Democratic party
stalwart - accused of kissing the back of
Nevada state lawmaker Lucy Flores’s head in
2014 and making her feel “uneasy, cross, and
confused.” Biden, 76, has repeatedly dis-
missed allegations of inappropriate behavior
- but the controversy has seen a number of
other photos surface that show the politician

getting “touchy-feely,” potentially nipping his
potential White House bid in the bud.

In one 2015 picture, he is seen holding the
shoulders of the wife of then defense minister
Ash Carter, seemingly whispering in her ear.
Stephanie Carter quickly refuted any notion
that Biden’s actions were intrusive — but the
debate was already simmering. “I felt invad-
ed. I felt there was a violation of my personal
space,” Flores said. “It’s been dismissed as if

it’s just Biden being Biden. Boys will be boys.
No big deal. “It is a big deal.”

‘Very powerful communicator’ 
The concept of a “body buffer zone” - the

area surrounding a person that, when invad-
ed, triggers discomfort - is not unique to the
United States but highly valued here. The late
anthropologist Edward Hall in 1963 coined
the term “proxemics” to explain the concept
of necessary physical distance.

According to Hall, the “intimate distance”
spans approximately 18 inches (46 centime-

ters) out from a person’s body, which is fol-
lowed by a personal distance for interactions
with other close friends and family, social dis-
tance for acquaintances and a public distance
for speaking events. According to Princeton
researcher Michael Graziano, the zone is
“more robust” around the head — on a
crowded subway car, for example, “we’ll tol-
erate people pressed up against our shoul-
ders, but not against our faces.”

Audrey Nelson, a Colorado-based com-
munications and gender expert, told AFP
the concept of personal space is “highly
culturally variable” and in the US, a “very
powerful communicator.” “Joe Biden - he
was absolutely in the taboo zone,” she said,
referring to his interaction with Flores. “To
get that close and then touch anything -
your hair, massaging the shoulder - good
God. It’s very inappropriate.” “This behav-
ior is reserved for intimates,” she continued.
“I don’t care if he is vice president, it’s
inappropriate.”

‘Basic respect’ 
In terms of Beyonce, Nelson said women

are less likely than men to command their
own personal bubble. “This ventures into
blaming the victim,” Nelson said. “Just
because a woman is petite, has a soft voice,
doesn’t command a lot of space, doesn’t
mean you can invade it.” Beyonce, she noted,
is “powerful, she’s a strong woman” and
actions like Hardwick’s can be a means to
“equalize the power.” 

In a similar incident, the officiating pastor

at Aretha Franklin’s funeral last year was
accused of groping pop royalty Ariana
Grande, after he wrapped his hand around
her waist onstage in a move many cast as far
too familiar. For Graziano, some cultures dic-
tate that when it comes to touching, people
should “just accept it and not complain too
much.” 

“In other cultures, you’re allowed to be
more outspoken and reactive.” American
women in recent years have launched efforts

to reclaim their personal space. The New
York metro system, for example, ran a cam-
paign to end “manspreading,” or spreading
thighs wider than the seat while sitting. It’s an
effort ushered along by #MeToo, Nelson
said, saying “personal space has always been
there. What’s changed is our awareness lev-
el.” “Some men think they can take liberties,”
she said, saying the #MeToo movement has
said “no more.” “It just comes down to basic
respect.” — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Activists rally in Lafayette Square to protest ahead of the 70th
anniversary of the summit meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
in Washington, DC. — AFP 

DOVER: Combo shows Beyonce and former US Vice President Joe Biden. Megastar
Beyonce and former US vice president Joe Biden found themselves on opposite sides
of a heated debate over personal space - sending social media into fits over how close
is too close. — AFP 
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‘Living with the bomb’

SAINT PETERSBURG: A Russian family was
stunned yesterday to discover a mortar shell under
the floorboards during renovation work at their flat
in Saint Petersburg, a local official said. The build-
ing in the centre of Russia’s second-largest city
was evacuated for a few hours while bomb disposal
experts removed the munition, Alexandra Sokolova
said. The city was under military blockade by Nazi
forces between 1941 and 1944. At least 800,000
people died in the Siege of Leningrad-the city’s
name at the time-from hunger, disease or shelling,
with many historians saying the figure is much
higher. — AFP 

Palestinian killed in clash 

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian was killed during a
clash with Israeli forces near Jerusalem overnight,
the Palestinian health ministry and residents said
yesterday. The ministry said Mohammed Adwan, 23,
was killed and three others were wounded. Two
residents said soldiers arrived in the Qalandiya area
yesterday to carry out arrests and young men
threw stones at them. The Israeli army said there
was a “riot” during an operation in the nearby Kufr
Aqab area, and “rocks and explosive devices were
hurled at the troops, who responded with fire”. “A
report was received regarding an injured
Palestinian. The incident will be examined,” the
army statement said. Qufr Aqab is located on the
other side of the Israeli separation barrier which
divides Jerusalem from the occupied West Bank,
but is still considered part of the city. — AFP 

Fifth stabbing in 4 days 

LONDON: London police said yesterday they were
investigating a fifth stabbing in four days in the same
north London district as authorities try to contain a
surge in knife crime in Britain. Four victims were
stabbed from behind over the weekend in the
Edmonton area of northwest London, and detectives
said they believed it was not linked to terrorism and
a single suspect was involved. Two men were arrest-
ed on suspicion of grievous bodily harm and remain
in custody. In the fifth attack, police said a man in his
30s was found with stab injuries yesterday morning
and was in a life-threatening condition in hospital. A
man in his 30s was later arrested on suspicion of
causing grievous bodily harm and detectives said
they were working to see if the incident was linked
to the weekend’s stabbings. — Reuters

AKP challenges results 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s ruling AKP yesterday appealed against
the results in Istanbul after this weekend’s elections
citing what it called “excessive” irregularities.
Sunday’s municipal vote delivered a setback to
Erdogan after preliminary tallies showed the AKP
lost the capital and the economic hub Istanbul after
a decade and a half in power. Erdogan’s AKP and
coalition partner won more than 50 percent of the
votes nationwide, but defeat in two key cities would
be a blow after Turkey slipped into recession for the
first time in a decade. The AKP appeal with electoral
authorities, who have two days to decide whether it
has any merit, may signal further challenges from the
ruling party to opposition victories in the two key
cities. “We have filed our objections with the elec-
toral authorities in all 39 districts,” AKP’s Istanbul
district chief Bayram Senocak told reporters. — AFP 

Disorderly exit looms
as May seeks way out
of Brexit maelstrom
LONDON: The European Union said yesterday that
Britain could be heading for a potentially disorderly exit
in just 10 days time as Prime Minister Theresa May met
with ministers to thrash out ways to break the Brexit
deadlock. Nearly three years since the United Kingdom
voted to leave the EU in a shock referendum result, May’s
exit strategy is up in the air as her government and party
are still squabbling over how, when or even if Brexit
should happen.

May’s divorce deal has been defeated three times by the
lower house of the British parliament, which failed on
Monday to find a majority of its own for any alternatives.
She is expected to try to put her deal to a fourth vote this
week. The deadlock has already delayed Brexit for at least
two weeks beyond the planned departure date to 2200
GMT on April 12. “Over the last days a no-deal scenario
has become more likely, but we can still hope to avoid it,”
EU chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier said in Brussels.

May chaired several hours of cabinet meetings in
Downing Street in a bid to find a way out of the crisis. It
was unclear what, if anything, had been agreed. Barnier
said May’s deal was the only way to ensure an orderly EU
exit for the world’s fifth-largest economy. If the deal was
rejected, London must choose between a no-deal Brexit
and a long delay, he said. European Central Bank policy-
maker Francois Villeroy de Galhau said markets needed to
price in the growing risk of a no-deal.

The cacophony of warnings over a disorderly Brexit
ratchet up the pressure on British lawmakers as some try to
grab control of parliament to prevent a no-deal. If May
cannot get her deal ratified by parliament then she has a
choice between leaving without a deal, trying to trigger an
election, or asking the EU for a long delay to negotiate a
Brexit agreement with a much closer relationship with the

bloc. At least half of her Conservative Party wants to leave
the EU without a deal, though some lawmakers and minis-
ters are telling her she must keep the United Kingdom
firmly within the bloc’s economic orbit.

May will set out next steps ahead of an emergency EU
summit on April 10, her spokesman said. May remained
opposed to another referendum, he added. “I hope that we
can still find a solution. The British parliament has said itself
that it doesn’t want a disorderly Brexit,” German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said. The defeat of May’s deal
after pledging to quit if it was passed has left the weakest
British leader in a generation facing a spiraling crisis. The
British electorate, its two major parties and May’s cabinet
are all divided over Brexit. May risks ripping her party
apart whichever way she tilts.

Brexit chaos?
Investors and diplomats are in despair at the chaos and

such is the volatility of Brexit news from London that some
traders have stepped away from sterling - which has see-
sawed on Brexit news since the 2016 referendum. Sterling
fell towards $1.30. The EU said a no-deal would disrupt
financial markets and have an impact on liquidity.

“Markets were betting as recently as yesterday that
there would be a deal and they are going to need to price
in the growing risk of a no deal, including on the value of
the pound,” the ECB’s Villeroy told French radio station
BFM Business. Britain’s top civil servant, Mark Sedwill, said
a no-deal Brexit would push up food prices by 10 percent,
force direct British rule in Northern Ireland and compro-
mise national security, the Daily Mail reported.  — Reuters

LONDON: Demonstrators wave an EU flag and hold placards in Westminster, central London yesterday. — AFP 


