
German FA president 
Reinhard Grindel 
resigns over gift
BERLIN: The president of the German Football
Association (DFB) Reinhard Grindel confirmed yester-
day that he had stepped down with immediate effect,
ending three controversial years in charge. The 57-
year-old has been under growing pressure following
controversies culminating in a newspaper report on
Monday that he had accepted the gift of a 6,000 Euro
($6,700) watch from Hryhoriy Surkis, a UEFA vice-
president and honorary president of the Ukrainian
football federation. 

“I am stepping down from the position of DFB pres-
ident, and I apologise for my less than exemplary
behaviour  regarding my acceptance of a watch,” said
Grindel.  Surkis sat alongside Grindel on the executive
committee of European football’s governing body
UEFA until last February. Yet Grindel denied that he
had been given the watch for political reasons.

“For me this was an entirely private gift which I was
bound to accept out of politeness,” he said. “I did not
have any idea how expensive the watch was and it was
a grave oversight on my part not to find out. In doing
so, I could have avoided the impression that I was act-
ing inappropriately.”

Grindel said that Surkis had “no economic interest in
the DFB”. “I am deeply shaken to have to give up my
role as DFB president over such an issue,” Grindel said.
“I ask myself: why has this happened? I can only say
that I was completely convinced that I was doing noth-
ing wrong and that, in the stress of my position, I did
not question myself enough.”

MESUT OZIL SCANDAL 
A former journalist and member of the German par-

liament for the centre-right CDU party, Grindel had
been president of the DFB since 2015. In recent
months, he oversaw Germany’s successful bid to host
Euro 2024, but also came under fierce criticism for his
handling of various scandals. 

He was singled out by Mesut Ozil, who accused
Grindel of overseeing a culture of institutional racism,
when the Arsenal midfielder retired from international
duty last July. “In the eyes of Grindel and his support-
ers, I am German when we win, but I am an immigrant
when we lose,” wrote Ozil in his explosive resignation
statement.

Grindel has also come under increasing fire from the
media in recent weeks. In March, he broke off an inter-
view with broadcaster Deutsche Welle after refusing to
answer questions about the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

On Friday, magazine Der Spiegel alleged that
Grindel had kept quiet about 78,000 Euros ($87?,380)
of income which he had received from a DFB sub-
sidiary in 2016 and 2017.  The DFB responded with a
statement saying that Grindel had declared all his

income correctly. 
Yesterday, the association confirmed that vice-pres-

idents Rainer Koch and Reinhard Rauball would take
over as joint interim presidents until Grindel’s succes-
sor is elected. Bild has already named ex-Germany and
Real Madrid defender Christoph Metzelder, 38, as a
possible replacement.

Former Bayern Munich player Philipp Lahm has
ruled himself out of the running, saying that he had “no
interest” in the presidency. — AFP

TAMPA BAY: Yanni Gourde and Nikita Kucherov
each had three points as the Tampa Bay Lightning
cracked the 60-win plateau with a 5-2 road victory
over the Ottawa Senators on Monday. The Lightning
became just the third team in NHL history to win 60
games in a season, following the 1995-96 Red Wings’
62 wins and 1976-77 Canadiens’ 60 wins in the pre-
overtime era. With three games remaining on the
schedule, Tampa Bay (60-15-4, 124 points) still has a
chance of breaking Detroit’s record. Gourde collected
an assist and scored twice for his first multi-goal out-
ing of the season. Kucherov notched three assists,
marking the 18th time in what could be an MVP season
that the forward has had at least three points in a sin-
gle game. And Steven Stamkos scored late in the third
period to give the star center 15 points (eight goals,
seven assists) in his past nine games. Ottawa got goals
from Brady Tkachuk and Max Veronneau. Craig
Anderson gave up five goals on 26 shots in his 400th
appearance for the Senators.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, OILERS 1
Jonathan Marchessault scored what proved to be

the winning goal on a breakaway in the second period,
and Malcolm Subban finished with 18 saves as host
Vegas ended a team-record, five-game losing streak
with a victory over Edmonton. Cody Eakin and Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare also scored goals for Vegas, which
already had clinched third place in the Pacific Division
and a first-round Stanley Cup playoff matchup with the
San Jose Sharks. Subban, playing in his ninth consecu-
tive game, improved to 14-2-1 all-time at T-Mobile
Arena. Edmonton’s Connor McDavid tied his career
high with his 41st goal. The Oilers were officially elimi-
nated from the Stanley Cup playoff race during the
game when Avalanche picked up a point in their
shootout loss at St Louis. 

MAPLE LEAFS 2, ISLANDERS 1
John Tavares scored against his former team in the

third period and Toronto clinched a playoff berth with a
close win in Uniondale, NY. Defenseman Calle Rosen
scored his first career NHL goal and Frederik Andersen
made 28 saves for the Maple Leafs, who averted a sea-
son sweep by New York and moved within four points

of second-place Boston in the Atlantic Division. Jordan
Eberle scored to extend his goal-scoring streak to
three games for the Islanders, who fell for the second
time in six contests to remain just two points ahead of
third-place Pittsburgh in the Metropolitan Division.

PANTHERS 5, CAPITALS 3
Roberto Luongo-three days short of his 40th birth-

day-made 27 saves, and host Florida held on in a wild
finish to defeat Washington. The Capitals scored three
goals-by Evgeny Kuznetsov, Nicklas Backstrom and
Jakub Vrana-in the final 10 minutes to cut into what had
been a 4-0 deficit. Vrana scored with 2:21 left to make it
4-3, and the Capitals then pulled rookie backup goalie
Pheonix Copley for an extra attacker. However, Florida
escaped when Vincent Trocheck scored an empty-net
goal with 27 seconds left, his second tally of the night. 

BLUES 3, AVALANCHE 2 (SO)
Jordan Binnington had 24 saves through overtime

and three more in a shootout, and Ryan O’Reilly
scored the shootout winner against his former team as
St. Louis beat visiting Colorado to complete a sweep
of the four-game season series. The win moved St.
Louis into a tie with Nashville for second place in the
Central Division, with the Blues holding the first
tiebreaker with three games remaining for both teams.
Gabriel Landeskog had a goal and an assist, Alexander
Kerfoot also had a goal, and Philipp Grubauer had 25
saves for the Avalanche, who earned a valuable point
to increase their lead over Arizona to two points for
the final wild-card spot in the West. Both teams have
three games remaining.

JETS 4, BLACKHAWKS 3 (OT)
Jack Roslovic scored twice, and Kevin Hayes tallied

the overtime winner as Winnipeg claimed a road victo-
ry over Chicago that restored the Jets’ lead for the top
spot in the Central Division. Goalie Connor Hellebuyck
made 25 saves for the Jets, who snapped a three-game
losing skid. Winnipeg is two points ahead of the St.
Louis Blues and Nashville Predators for first place in
the Central. All three teams have three games remaining
in the regular season. The Blackhawks remained mathe-
matically alive by forcing overtime in a crazy game that

saw a Jets goal overturned with three minutes left in
regulation and Dylan Strome force the extra frame with
his 19th goal with 2:20 left in the third.

FLAMES 7, KINGS 2
Derek Ryan scored twice while Mark Jankowski net-

ted one goal and two assists as visiting Calgary leaned
on some of its more unusual suspects one night after
securing top spot in the Western Conference and still
throttled Los Angeles. The Flames sat out their top four
defensemen-Mark Giordano, TJ Brodie, Travis Hamonic

and Noah Hanifin-as well as second-line forwards
Mikael Backlund and Matthew Tkachuk, yet goalie
David Rittich needed to make just 23 saves. Calgary has
won three straight and nine of its past 12. Ryan and Sam
Bennett-who left the game after taking a late and high
hit from Kurtis MacDermid in the second period-traded
first-period goals with Kyle Clifford and Dustin Brown,
who was honored prior to the game for becoming the
Kings franchise leader in games played last week. Anze
Kopitar assisted Brown’s goal in his 1,000th NHL game
for Los Angeles. — Reuters
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Lightning reach 60 wins 
with rout of Senators 

UNIONDALE:  Jordan Eberle #7 of the New York Islanders skates against the Toronto Maple Leafs at NYCB Live’s
Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York. The Maple Leafs defeated the Islanders 2-1. — AFP

Neville calls for 
Premier League 
grounds to host 
women’s games
BURTON-ON-TRENT: England women’s manager
Phil Neville has urged the Premier League’s biggest
clubs to “blow the rest of Europe away” by opening
their grounds to host women’s matches in the manner
Atletico Madrid and Juventus have in recent weeks.

Over 60,000 spectators saw England internation-
al Toni Duggan score in Barcelona’s 2-0 win over
Atletico last month to set a new world record for a
women’s club match.

That beat a European record of 48,000 set in
February when Athletic Bilbao hosted Atletico at San
Mames, one of the venues for the mens Euro 2020
tournament.

Just short of 40,000 fans also set an Italian record
for Juventus’ 1-0 win over Fiorentina in March, atten-
dances bolstered by free or cheap tickets. Neville
believes there is even more support for the women’s
game in England on a consistent basis and called on
the likes of Manchester United, Arsenal and Chelsea
to follow suit to build momentum ahead of the
women’s World Cup in France this summer.

“Looking at the attendances in our league yester-
day (Sunday), I actually think that is better than the
attendances for a one-off game in Spain, Portugal or
Italy,” said Neville ahead of World Cup warm-up
friendlies against Canada and Spain.

“What I would say is some of the teams in
England, the big teams in England, have got to open
their big stadiums and fill it. “Let’s blow the rest of
Europe away because I think our game in this coun-
try is in a far better place than in Spain, Italy or
Portugal.” 

Neville’s former club Manchester United look set
to be promoted to the English Women’s Super
League (WSL) in their first season since the forma-
tion of their female team, Arsenal lead Manchester
City in a tight WSL title race, while Chelsea face
European champions Lyon in the semi-final of the
Champions League later this month.

“Now we’ve got to say Man Utd if they win the
league, or Arsenal throw open your stadium. A
Champions League game at Chelsea, why not play it
at Stamford Bridge?

“Get 30 or 40,000 in. Our players, the WSL is at
the level now where clubs have got to open their
stadiums. “Let’s fill it and blow away the rest of
Europe. That’s my feelings having watched
(Athletic) Bilbao, Juventus. They’ve done it but let
us do it two or three times between now and the
rest of the season.”

Chelsea’s Champions League quarter-final victory
over Paris Saint-Germain was overshadowed by
crowd trouble as police seized weapons and drugs
from travelling French fans before the first leg in
London. However, Neville insisted that game showed
that women’s football can now generate the passion-
ate atmosphere associated with men’s games at the
highest level.   — AFP

Oilers see playoff hopes end during loss to Knights

FRANKFURT:  Reinhard Grindel, president of the German
Football Association (DFB), addresses a press confer-
ence yesterday in Frankfurt am Main, western
Germany, to announce his resignation.  — AFP

Tottenham bank 
on new stadium to
deliver bright future
LONDON: Tottenham throw open the doors of their
new 62,000-capacity stadium today, hoping it will give
them the financial firepower to compete with the
Premier League and European elite. Mauricio
Pochettino’s men will also banking on a short-term
boost, with a dire run of results threatening to leave
Spurs without Champions League football next season.

Tottenham played their final game at their old White
Hart Lane stadium in May 2017 but the address is the
only thing that has remained the same, with a gleaming
new ground rising out of the rubble of their creaking
old home in north London.

The new stadium, with a capacity of 62,062, is the
biggest club ground in London and second only to
Manchester United’s Old Trafford in the Premier
League. Tellingly the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, built
at a reported cost of £1 billion ($1.3 billion), is margin-
ally bigger than the home of Tottenham’s great north
London rivals Arsenal.

Crystal Palace are the first Premier League team to
visit on Wednesday, but the stadium has ambitions
beyond football-underneath the retractable turf is an
artificial surface to be used for NFL games. Spurs have
an agreement to stage at least two matches a year for
10 years. In an effort to match the atmosphere at
grounds such as Borussia Dortmund’s Signal Iduna
Park, the stadium boasts a special single-tier stand with
a capacity of 17,500, dubbed the “White Wall”.

And it’s not just about the action on the pitch.
Tottenham claim the stadium offers levels of food and
drink that consign the old British stadium offering of

pies and soggy chips to history. Craft beers are made
at an on-site microbrewery-and the feature that excit-
ed many fans at the test events were pint glasses that
filled from the bottom.

Spurs boss Pochettino is bowled over by the club’s
new home and will hope it can give his faltering team
the lift they need for a late-season push to secure a
Champions League spot. 

“The stadium is the best in the world, we can con-
firm that now,” he said. “Every space is the best I have
seen in my life, you can’t compare that with anything.
“It’s an amazing project, it is going to be fantastic for
the future of the club. It is going to be a massive boost
for our fans and it must be for our players too.”

Spurs will feel a sense of relief when they kick off
against Crystal Palace in the Premier League on
Wednesday after months of frustrating delays that
forced them to play almost a second full season at
Wembley.

There were some memorable nights at the national
stadium as Spurs beat Real Madrid, Manchester United
and Borussia Dortmund twice. But it was never truly
home. Jurgen Klinsmann, who had two spells with the
club in the 1990s, played in a test event at the new
ground on Saturday.

“I’m really honoured and really happy to be here
and it is such a special day to get this new stadium
going,” the German said. “Hopefully it takes Spurs into
the future, with a lot of trophies.”

Tottenham will not have the luxury of time to settle
into their new stadium but it could play a pivotal role
for the rest of the season, with five of their remaining
seven Premier League games at home as they attempt
to fend off United, Arsenal and Chelsea, with four
teams chasing the final two Champions League spots.

They will also take on Manchester City there in the
quarter-finals of this year’s Champions League, with
the first chapter of the story of their new home waiting
to be written. — AFP

Everton probe 
Pickford brawl 
allegations
LONDON: England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford
is under investigation by his club Everton about
his alleged involvement in a brawl in Sunderland
on Sunday. The 25-year-old-who shone at last
year’s World Cup-is believed to have reacted
when revellers in a bar directed derogatory
remarks at his fiancee Megan, who recently had
their first child Arlo.

A video has spread on social media in which
onlookers can be heard shouting “Jordan” as a fight
breaks out before the man, believed to be Pickford,
is dragged away. Pickford had played in Everton’s
2-0 away win over West Ham on Saturday before
spending a day off in his home city.

“The club has been made aware of an alleged
incident involving one of our players and we are
looking into the matter,” the Premier League club
said. Pickford came through the system at
Sunderland but joined Everton for an initial £25
million ($32.6 million) when they were relegated
from the Premier League in June 2017.

He made his England debut five months later
and was Gareth Southgate’s first choice at the
World Cup and was instrumental in their sur-
prise run to the semi-finals. He saved a spot-
kick in the penalty shootout victory over
Colombia in their last 16 clash and was man of
the match in England’s 2-0 win over Sweden in
the quarter-finals. — AFP


