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Suns pile up double-doubles in win over Cavaliers

MINNEAPOLIS:  Seth Curry #31 of the Portland Trail Blazers shoots the ball against the Minnesota Timberwolves at Target Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota. — AFP

MINNEAPOLIS: Rodney Hood scored 21 points, and Evan
Turner came off the bench for a triple-double as the
Portland Trail Blazers pulled away for a 132-122 victory over
the Minnesota Timberwolves on Monday night in
Minneapolis. Turner went 5-for-5 from the field while col-
lecting 13 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists in only 24 min-
utes for the Trail Blazers, who have won 10 of their past 12
contests. Enes Kanter contributed 20 points, 11 rebounds
and five blocked shots, and Seth Curry scored 19 points for
Portland, which shot 54.9 percent from the field and made
15 of 30 3-point attempts. Andrew Wiggins had 21 points,
and Karl-Anthony Towns scored 17 points with 12 rebounds
for the Timberwolves, who have lost eight of their past 10.
Tyus Jones had 14 points and 10 assists.

SUNS 122, CAVALIERS 113
Devin Booker, who scored 25 points and handed out 13

assists, was one of four Phoenix players with double-dou-
bles as the Suns ended a six-game losing streak by beating
visiting Cleveland. Josh Jackson came off the Phoenix bench
for 19 points, 10 rebounds, a career-high five blocks and
four assists. Richaun Holmes had 13 points and 10 rebounds,
Dragan Bender contributed 12 points and 10 boards. Collin
Sexton led the Cavaliers with 21 points, one more than
Jordan Clarkson. Tristan Thompson and Ante Zizic each
scored 15, and Brandon Knight had 10 as Cleveland lost its
sixth game in a row.

BUCKS 131, NETS 121
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 28 points, 14 of them in

the fourth quarter, to lead Milwaukee to a win over
Brooklyn in New York. With the win, the Bucks’ magic num-
ber for clinching home-court advantage throughout the
playoffs is one. The Toronto Raptors kept pace with the
Bucks in the race for the best record in the league by beat-
ing the Orlando Magic. The Nets remained a half-game
ahead of the Pistons in seventh place in the Eastern
Conference as Detroit lost to Indiana. All five Bucks starters
scored in double figures, led by Eric Bledsoe with 29 points.
D’Angelo Russell paced the Nets with 28 points.

RAPTORS 121, MAGIC 109
Danny Green scored a season-best 29 points and added

five rebounds to help Toronto defeat visiting Orlando, which
had won seven of its eight previous games. The Raptors
gained a split in the four-game season series with the
Magic, who are still trying to get into the playoffs. Orlando
remains a half-game back of the Miami Heat, who also lost
Monday, for the final spot in the East. Kawhi Leonard added
15 points and seven rebounds for the Raptors. Serge Ibaka
scored 15 points. Evan Fournier scored 21 points for the
Magic, and Nikola Vucevic had 13 points and 13 rebounds.

CELTICS 110, HEAT 105
Al Horford’s second career triple-double led host Boston

over Miami in the opener of a home-and-home as the Heat
narrowly held onto the eighth and final playoff spot in the
East. Horford had 19 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists for
his first triple-double since 2015. Kyrie Irving added 25
points and eight rebounds, Jayson Tatum scored 19, and

Marcus Smart had 16 points as the Celtics maintained a
share of fourth place in the Eastern Conference, along with
Indiana. Goran Dragic scored 30 to lead the Heat, while
Bam Adebayo had 19 points and 14 rebounds and Dwyane
Wade chipped in 17 points in his last regular-season game
in Boston.

JAZZ 111, HORNETS 102
Donovan Mitchell scored 25 points to lead a balanced

attack that propelled Utah over Charlotte Hornets in Salt
Lake City despite a 47-point night from the Hornets’ Kemba
Walker. Rudy Gobert added 18 points and 18 rebounds for
the Jazz while Ricky Rubio chipped in 20 points and 13
assists. Five players scored in double figures to help the Jazz
win for the 10th time in 11 games. Jeremy Lamb added 23 for
Charlotte, which dropped their third straight game on their
current four-game road trip.

MAVERICKS 122, 76ERS 102
Justin Jackson scored 24 points to carry host Dallas past

Philadelphia. Trey Burke added 16 points for Dallas while
Salah Mejri contributed 16 points to go along with a sea-
son-best 14 rebounds. Dwight Powell scored 14 points and
rookie Jalen Brunson had 13 for the Mavericks, who won
handily despite the fact that Luka Doncic wasn’t available
because of a thigh injury. JJ Redick led the Sixers with 26
points while Tobias Harris added 25. Ben Simmons scored
17. The Sixers, who played without center Joel Embiid (load
management) and guard Jimmy Butler (back), had their brief
two-game winning streak snapped. Philadelphia is 7-8

without Embiid this season. 

PACERS 111, PISTONS 102
Thaddeus Young and Bojan Bogdanovic led a balanced

attack with 19 points apiece and host Indiana topped
Detroit in Indianapolis. Young also had nine rebounds and
five assists, while Bogdanovic racked up seven rebounds, six
assists and three steals. Domantas Sabonis delivered 18
points and 12 rebounds off the bench before fouling out.
Wayne Ellington led the Pistons with a season-best 26
points. Reggie Jackson supplied 22 points, six rebounds and
four assists while Andre Drummond contributed 18 points,
17 rebounds, five assists and four steals. Thon Maker added
14 points, six rebounds and four blocks.

KNICKS 113, BULLS 105
Luke Kornet scored a career-high 24 points on 8-for-11

shooting, and New York pulled away for a win over visiting
Chicago. Kornet hit 5 of 7 shots from beyond the 3-point
arc, pulled down six rebounds and blocked three shots as
part of one of the best performances of his two-year career.
His previous high was 23 points, which he reached once as a
rookie and twice this season. New York snapped a six-
game losing streak and won for only the second time in its
past 16 games. The Knicks’ most recent victory had been
March 17 against the Los Angeles Lakers. Robin Lopez
scored a game-high 29 points for Chicago, which lost its
fifth game in a row. JaKarr Sampson added 22 points off the
bench in his Bulls debut after appearing in 169 games with
three teams over parts of the past four seasons.— Reuters

Turner’s triple-double leads Blazers

MANCHESTER: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer says
he has been assured by star midfielder Paul
Pogba that the Frenchman does not want to
leave Manchester United despite mounting
speculation over a switch to Real Madrid.

United midfielder Pogba last week
described Madrid, managed by France
great Zinedine Zidane, as a “dream club for

every player” while on international duty.
Fuel was then poured on the fire ahead of
Madrid’s game at the weekend when the
Real boss admitted that Pogba would be
welcome at the Bernabeu if and when he
decides to call time on his United career.

Zidane is expected to have a big transfer
budget this summer to shake things up. Real
crashed out of the Champions League to
Ajax at the last-16 stage and trail Barcelona
by 12 points in La Liga.

Solskjaer was only appointed permanent
manager at Old Trafford last week but the
future of United’s most high-profile player
is once again in the spotlight. Madrid have a
track record of taking some of United’s star
names, with both David Beckham and

Cristiano Ronaldo swapping Old Trafford
for the Bernabeu, but Solskjaer said he is
not worried by the Pogba situation.

“It doesn’t really concern me because
my thought of action was to sit down and
speak to Paul,” he said on Monday. “I have
had my chat with Paul and we’re fine. He is
going to do his utmost here because he
knows I am very fond of him as a player and
as a person. He is important for us here, so
there are no issues. He is happy here.”

Solskjaer’s immediate priority is United’s
trip to Wolves on Tuesday for their
rearranged Premier League game. They
have a big chance to put pressure on their
rivals for a top-four spot by picking up a
win at Molineux but know it will not be

easy after Wolves knocked them out of the
FA Cup last month. Saturday’s 2-1 win at
home to Watford moved United level on
points with Tottenham and they would go
third, at least temporarily, with another vic-
tory. United languished 11 points off the
top-four spots when Solskjaer replaced
Jose Mourinho in December and the
Norwegian is delighted that his team are
now in control of their own destiny.

He has set a target of five wins from their
remaining seven games and does not feel
his players are going to ease up, despite a
sub-par performance against Watford. “I
don’t think I need to remind the players
about their standards dropping,” he said.
“They know themselves. They want to be in

the Champions League and they want to
perform as well as they possibly can.

“Maybe they didn’t believe in it them-
selves in November or December but we
are in with a chance. “Everyone knows that
if we do our jobs and get 15 points over the
last seven games, we will be in the
Champions League next year. 

“It’s the final stretch, so it’s not a time to
change. We need the same mindset as we
have had. It’s a question of going into
games thinking that we are going to win.

“Against Watford we did not get going
until 15 or 20 minutes into the match but I
am not worried because we have so many
nice games to look forward to between now
and the end of the season.” —AFP
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