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In this file photo actress Felicity Huffman exits the courthouse after facing
charges for allegedly conspiring to commit mail fraud and other charges in the
college admissions scandal at the John Joseph Moakley United States
Courthouse in Boston. 

Actress Lori Loughlin exits the courthouse after facing charges for allegedly conspiring to com-
mit mail fraud and other charges in the college admissions scandal at the John Joseph
Moakley United States Courthouse in Boston. — AFP photos

Actress Felicity Huffman and a dozen other
parents agreed on Monday to plead guilty to
using bribery to get their children into pres-

tigious universities. Huffman, 56, best known for her
role in the “Desperate Housewives” series, agreed
to plead guilty to paying $15,000 to help her eldest
daughter get better scores on the SAT college
entrance exam, the Massachusetts Department of
Justice said in a statement.

Huffman’s equally famous husband, actor
Will iam H. Macy of “Fargo” fame, was not
charged in connection with the college admis-
sions scandal. The Massachusetts Department of
Justice said that in addition to Huffman, another
dozen parents charged in the case had also
agreed to plead guilty. Huffman could face a
maximum of up to 20 years in prison for conspir-
acy to commit mail fraud but is not expected to
receive such a stiff sentence.

The Boston Globe said that as part of a plea
agreement, Huffman’s sentencing guidelines
would be between four to 10 months in prison
and prosecutors would recommend she serve the
“low end” of that scale. The newspaper also pub-

lished a statement from Huffman in which she
apologized for her actions. “I am ashamed of the
pain I have caused my daughter, my family, my
friends, my colleagues and the educational com-
munity,” she said.

“I want to apologize to them and, especially, I
want to apologize to the students who work hard
every day to get into college, and to their parents
who make tremendous sacrifices to support their
children and do so honestly. “My daughter knew
absolutely nothing about my actions, and in my
misguided and profoundly wrong way, I have
betrayed her,” Huffman said. “My desire to help
my daughter is no excuse to break the law or
engage in dishonesty.”

Lori Loughlin also charged 
Another television actress, Lori Loughlin,

known for her role on “Full House,” has also been
charged in the case but did not enter a plea on
Monday. Loughlin and her husband are accused of
paying $500,000 in 2016 and 2017 so that their
two daughters could gain entrance into the
University of Southern California by posing as

members of the rowing team. The actresses were
the most famous of the 50 people indicted in a
scam to help children of the American elite gain
entry into top US colleges.

Some of the other parents involved were CEOs
or partners in major law firms. Some of them paid
as much as $400,000 to get their child into the
college of their choice. The ringleader behind the
scam, William “Rick” Singer, who authorities say
was paid about $25 million dollars to bribe coach-
es and university administrators, has pleaded
guilty and is cooperating with authorities.

Besides USC, some of the universities target-
ed in the elaborate cheating scam include Yale,
Stanford, UCLA and Georgetown. None of the
schools or the students have been charged in
the case.

According to prosecutors, the accused par-
ents paid a firm run by Singer to cheat on col-
lege entrance exams for their children or to
bribe coaches to help non-athletic students get
scholarships.—AFP 

Twenty-year-old Sana
Tajik managed to con-
vince her parents to

allow her to follow her child-
hood dreams and become a
singer, but she realizes the
dangers of being a woman,
let alone a woman entertain-
er, in tribal northwest
Pakistan. The Pashtun singer
grew up in Lower Dir, once a
Taliban stronghold of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
where performing arts were
widely considered to be un-
Islamic. She realized early on
that violence against female
artists was common.

In 2018, five female
singers were killed in the
northwest and in March this
year, a popular Pashtun stage
singer and actress was shot
and killed near Peshawar,
allegedly by her husband. But
two years ago, Tajik’s family
moved from their ancestral
village to the state capital
Peshawar where she man-
aged to convince her parents
to allow her to sing.

“At first, there were a lot
of objections, from family, as
well as people in our village.
But now, with the passing of
time, and after seeing my
videos and songs, things have
become normal again,” Tajik
told Reuters at her home. She
has released her songs over
social media and said she
already had a fan following in
Pashto-speaking areas of
Pakistan and neighboring
Afghanistan. Her second
song, “Halaka Charta Ye”,
which means “Oh boy, where
are you?” was a great hit.

“I was extremely happy
because so many people
were listening to my songs

and liked them. My passion
for music increased further,
and I decided to make more
and more songs and videos,”
she said. Despite her success,
Tajik says she often feels
nervous about security
because the Taliban’s influ-
ence in the region can still be
felt. During the 1996-2001
Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, music was con-
sidered the handiwork of the
devil, particularly if the artist
was a woman.

Pakistan’s port city of
Karachi is home to an esti-
mated 7 million Pashtuns, the
largest urban Pashtun popu-
lation in the world, including
50,000 registered Afghan
refugees. Even though it’s the
other end of the country,
Sana Tajik’s music is known,
though not accepted by all.
“If this lady sang hymns and
devotional songs, that would
have been better. It would
have sent a good message to
the Pashtun people,” said
resident Iqbal Swati.
“Instead, she is wearing half-
sleeved clothes while singing;
this is not at all nice. This is
not our culture.”

Tajik’s music teacher,
Safdar Ali Qalandri, said he
often warns her of the dan-
gers ahead. “One, she is a
female. And secondly, this is
Peshawar, where, as you
know, extreme ‘purdah’ (cov-
ering of women) is observed.
Taking up singing while living
in this society is extremely
tough.” —Reuters
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A costumed participant skies on a pool as part of the ‘Californication 9.0’ humoristic competition, marking the end of the winter season outside the town of Lahoysk some 40 km north of Minsk. — AFP

Young Pakistani wins
over family to let her sing


