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Lawmaker calls for taxing expat remittances • Two MPs to grill info minister 

Entertainment City to be handed 
to private sector by Amiri Diwan

News in brief

KUWAIT: Lawmakers are seen during a National Assembly session yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak and Agencies 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah ordered the establishment of a ministerial com-
mittee to carry out the work of completing the
Entertainment City by entrusting the implementation of
this project to the private sector. An official source at the
Amiri Diwan added the implementation of this project will
be through the private sector, noting the Amiri Diwan will
not be bearing any expenses. 

The source also noted that the project for establishing,
implementing, operating and maintaining the surrounding
area of Kuwait Sports City has been put forward in a bid
for local companies specialized in this field, adding that
the estimated revenue is KD 50 million, which are rev-
enues of the state treasury. The source stressed that the
Amiri Diwan is subject to all the regulatory authorities in
the country and legal procedures.

Meanwhile, MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday called
for the need to impose taxes on financial remittances by
expatriates living in the country, saying the number of
expats has swelled to be equal to three times the number
of Kuwaitis. He said expats remit billions of dinars annually
without any benefit to the country, adding that the huge
demographic imbalance in the country must be resolved.

A number of MPs have submitted a draft law calling to
impose a five-percent tax on remittances by expatriates
to their home countries. But the legal and legislative com-
mittee and the government rejected the bill, saying it will
hurt the national economy. But the financial and economic

affairs committee went ahead and approved the bill and
sent it for the Assembly for approval. The committee
defended its decision, saying there was no violation to the
constitution.

During the weekly session, two lawmakers said yester-
day they will file to grill Information Minister Mohammad
Al-Jabri over alleged violations in authorities under his
supervision, especially the agricultural authority. MP
Riyadh Al-Adasani said he will file next week to grill Jabri
over violations regarding the distribution of agricultural
plots and the so-called professional sport facility. The
information minister is responsible for the agricultural
authority and the sports authority. Later, MP Adel Al-
Damkhi said he will join Adasani in the grilling over the
agricultural violations. The Assembly will decide after two
weeks whether to debate the grilling immediately or give
the minister two more weeks.

The Assembly also agreed to debate a draft law granti-
ng civil rights to bedoons (stateless people) after two
weeks based on a motion signed by 29 MPs. The govern-
ment agreed and said it will be prepared for the debate on
the future of bedoons and their problems. MP Mohammad
Hayef, a member of the human rights panel, said the gov-
ernment agreed to discuss the draft law for bedoons’
social and civil rights in the next session. He said the
human rights panel will discuss any suspicions over the
draft law. He welcomed a decision by the Assembly to
form a committee to investigate the issue of passports that
some bedoons had purchased from foreign countries and
turned out to be fake.

Bahrain jails 139, revokes citizenship

DUBAI: A court in Western-allied Bahrain sen-
tenced 139 people to jail on terrorism charges yes-
terday and revoked the citizenship of all but one of
them, the public prosecutor said, in the latest mass
trial in the state. The High Criminal Court handed out
life jail terms to 69 of the defendants, the prosecutor
said, adding they were sentenced for crimes includ-
ing joining a “terrorist” group, bombings, attempted
murder and receiving arms and explosives training.
It said the defendants had formed an Iran-linked cell
it referred to as the “Bahraini Hezbollah” with the
purpose of carrying out attacks in the country. Of
those sentenced, 60 were in absentia, a defense
lawyer said.  Yesterday’s decision took the number
of citizenship revocations in Bahrain to 990, 180 of
them this year.— Reuters 

India acts against Tiktok app 

NEW DELHI: The Indian government yesterday
ordered tech giants Google and Apple to take down
the Chinese-owned Tiktok video app after a court
expressed concerns over the spread of pornograph-
ic material, sources told AFP. The app, which claims
to have 500 million users worldwide with more than
120 million in India, has been fighting the effort to
shut it down after a high court in Chennai called for
the ban on April 3. The Chennai case was launched
by an activist group which said the app encouraged
pedophiles and pornography. On Sunday, a 19-year-
old man was allegedly shot dead by a friend in Delhi
as they posed with a pistol to make a video to show
on TikTok, police told Indian media. Tiktok has
already been banned in Bangladesh and hit with an
enormous fine in the United States.— AFP 

Statins don’t work in half of patients 

PARIS: Millions of patients around the world tak-
ing statins to lower the risk of heart disease fail to
achieve the recommended levels of cholesterol
reduction after two years of treatment, new
research said Monday. Statins - a class of medicines
designed to reduce cholesterol linked to heart dis-
ease and strokes - are among the most commonly
prescribed drugs in the United States and Britain. A
team of researchers in Britain reviewed public
health records of 165,000 patients taking the medi-
cine and found that fewer than one in two reached
the recommended “healthy” 40 percent cholesterol
reduction within two years. The study found nearly
23,000 cases of cardiovascular disease within six
years of statin treatment among patients.In total, 51
percent of patients had an insufficient drop in cho-
lesterol even while taking the drugs. — AFP 

PARIS: A picture taken yesterday shows an interior view of the Notre-Dame
Cathedral in the aftermath of a fire that devastated the cathedral. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egypt’s parliament yesterday approved con-
stitutional amendments allowing general-turned-presi-
dent Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi to stay in power until 2030,
state media reported. Deputies also backed other
sweeping changes to the constitution including giving
the military greater influence in political life as well as
granting Sisi more control over the judiciary. The

amendments are expected to be put to a public refer-
endum later this month.

“The president’s current term shall expire at the end
of six years from the date of his election as president in
2018,” reported the official Al-Ahram news website and
broadcaster Nile TV. “He can be re-elected for another
(six-year) term.” Sisi led the army’s overthrow of elect-
ed president Mohamed Morsi in 2013 following mass
protests against the Islamist leader’s rule. He won his
first term as president in 2014 and was re-elected in
March 2018 with more than 97 percent of the vote,
after standing virtually unopposed.

His government has been widely criticized by human
rights groups for the repression of political opponents.
But Mohamed Abu Hamed, a member of parliament

who pushed for the constitutional amendments to keep
Sisi in power, was adamant the changes were needed to
allow him to complete political and economic reforms.
“The constitution in 2014 was written under tough
exceptional circumstances,” he told AFP. The deputy
hailed Sisi as a president who “took important political,
economic and security measures... (and) must continue
with his reforms,” in the face of the unrest gripping
neighboring countries.

The vote comes after two veteran presidents were
ousted in Algeria and Sudan and amid an escalation of
the conflict in Libya. Keeping Sisi in power, he added,
reflected “the will of the people”. State-run Al-Ahram
news website said several MPs carried Egyptian flags 

Continued on Page 24

MPs back changes 
to constitution to 
extend Sisi rule 

PARIS: French investigators probing
the devastating blaze at Notre-Dame
Cathedral yesterday questioned work-
ers who were renovating the monu-
ment while hundreds of millions of
euros were pledged to restore the his-
toric masterpiece. As firefighters put
out the last smoldering embers, a host
of French billionaires and companies
stepped forward with offers of cash
worth around €700 million ($790 mil-
lion) to remake the global landmark.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sent a cable yesterday to French
President Emmanuel Macron, express-
ing his deepest regret and sorrow over
the massive blaze. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime

Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. 

Most of the roof has been
destroyed, its steeple has collapsed
and an unknown number of artifacts
and paintings have been lost. The main
organ, which had close to 8,000
pipes, has also suffered damage. But
the cathedral’s walls, bell towers and
the most famous circular stained-glass
windows at France’s most visited
tourist attraction remain intact, lead-
ing the vicar general Philippe Marsset
to call it “more than miraculous”.
“We’re all just dumbfounded. It’s more
than miraculous, it’s heroic,” Marsset
said, who paid tribute to the more
than 400 firefighters who toiled
through the night.

Continued on Page 24

Notre-Dame still stands;
Amir expresses sorrow

WASHINGTON: A former refugee and
the first black Muslim woman elected to
Congress, Ilhan Omar embodied the
American dream in her November victo-
ry but faces controversies fueled by her

own words and President Donald
Trump’s hostility toward her. Omar’s win
was celebrated as historic, and her
arrival in Washington contributed to the
appreciation that Congress was finally
becoming a more diverse, representative
American institution. Now she is receiv-
ing daily death threats.

Since her January swearing-in, the
37-year-old Minnesota Democrat has
been at the center of a swirling debate
about anti-Semitism, discrimination and

Continued on Page 24

Omar caught 
in a political 
maelstrom

BAKU: Seals waddling along the water-
front were once a common sight in Baku
Bay, the Caspian Sea home of
Azerbaijan’s capital. Not anymore. Of the
more than one million seals which inhab-
ited the shores and islands of the

Caspian a century ago fewer than 10
percent remain, and the species has been
declared endangered. Azer Garayev, the
head of the Azerbaijan Society for the
Protection of Animals, says the seals
have for decades been suffering from
over-hunting and the effects of industrial
pollution. In 2003, his group found 750
seal carcasses in just one month. “It was
not normal,” but no one looked into the
issue, the 57-year-old activist said. “The
seal is a sign of all the major environ-
mental problems (in the Caspian).”

Continued on Page 24

Seals, caviar, oil: 
Caspian faces 
pollution threat

BAKU: Men fish at an embankment of the Caspian Sea on March 22, 2019. — AFP 
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Recently, Kuwait witnessed the spark of a very
heated conversation that began as a strategic
cyber strike from the political Islamist right on

local/regional non-profit youth organization LOYAC
and its Chairwoman Fareah Al-Saqqaf. Fareah posed a
question in a Dutch documentary about Kuwait a year
ago that was taken out of context and made viral last
week in order to facilitate the attack on LOYAC. 

I do not want to jump to the defense of LOYAC as I
believe its 17-year history in youth empowerment and
regional community development speaks for itself. I
also do not want to jump to the defense of Fareah Al-
Saqqaf as she happens to be my mother and I her only
daughter, thus my objectivity might be seen as injured
in this case. Here I speak as an independent Kuwaiti
journalist. 

What I do want to defend, among the very many of
our freedoms that have been encroached upon, is the
right of our young community to debate issues freely.
Fareah Al-Saqqaf unknowingly sparked what can be
turned into a very productive, local and even regional
debate. Is a full-face veil (niqab) and its increased pres-
ence in our community a cause for alarm? 

The problem is, the political Islamist right have a
useful tool they continue to illegitimately use to sway
public opinion - accusing any such discussion as trea-
sonous against Islam, and on an international level, a
violation of human rights. However, discussing the
niqab and its relevance in our community is not a
sacred or religious issue or taboo. The vast majority
agree that the niqab in not Islamic. Let me remind you,
that the mothers of the local feminist movement pub-
licly burned their traditional abayas over half a century
ago. 

I’ll avoid offering a history lesson as to how and why
the niqab became suddenly more prominent in our
communities over the last two decades after it had, in
effect, disappeared between 1950 to 1970. You can
Google that. If you did search this issue, you’ll have
found that the burqa is traditional but the niqab ideo-
logical. 

Let’s assume for argument’s sake that the niqab is
traditional wear - shouldn’t it be reserved for the places
and backdrops it belongs to? A picture of a niqabi
woman set to the backdrop of old Kuwaiti mud house
villages or nomadic Bedouin tents in the desert makes
sense and is quite beautiful and poignant and nostalgic.
However a picture of a niqabi woman set to the back-
drop of a modern, Westernized city does not make
sense and does, in this day in age, cause alarm. After all,
it is traditional for some indigenous women of the
Amazon to go bare-chested? Would we allow that in a
modern community? 

According to the Islamic scholar Mohammad
Shahrour, in any community, if a woman is allowed to
walk the streets completely bare-skinned, then she
should be allowed to cover her face and body com-
pletely, but if she is not allowed to walk completely
bare-skinned, then she should not be allowed to cover
her face and body completely. I find justice in this logic.

When the argument of human rights is brought up in
defense of the niqab, I beg to ask the questions: What
about the human rights of non-niqabis in knowing who
shares public spaces with them? In these modern times,
shouldn’t there be a minimal degree of transparency in
public dealings to secure everyone’s human right to
safety? What about the marginalization of non-hijabi
Muslim citizens when the government publicly supports
hijab campaigns among 10-year-old girls? Is it not a
human right for women to be acknowledged as individ-
uals rather than one in an indistinguishable flock of
black drapes? Isn’t it an intrinsically oppressive gar-
ment if it automatically excludes you from assuming
most jobs that contribute to today’s economy?

Covering the body and hair is every Muslim’s right; I
don’t dare to contest that, but does covering the face
and body completely in public areas serve anyone? It is
currently a serious security issue internationally. We
cannot ignore the statistics of men with terrorist inten-
tions wearing niqab to conceal their weapons or to be
granted entry into certain locations. In the UK, a great
point was made that CCTV (security cameras) are
completely ineffective if they cannot see people’s faces.
We also cannot ignore that the niqab is a known part of
an extremist indoctrination process that isn’t exactly
famous for its female empowerment policies. In fact, the
niqab, in and of itself, quite literally deletes a woman’s
identity. 

Simply put, when there is an increase in mass gun
violence, there needs to be a ban on automatic guns. I
applaud New Zealand on its recent ban on automatic
weapons and sincerely hope the US makes a similar
stance. Therefore, when there is a clear correlation
between using traditional uber-conservative dress to
conceal weapons and explosives that result in mass
murders, there needs to be ban on that specific tradi-
tional dress.

The reason why Europe is having a difficult time set-
tling into a ban is because it has not made a clear argu-
ment against the findings of the UN that a niqabi ban is
in violation of human rights. Over the last few years, we
have seen Western women dress in the niqab in solidar-
ity and protest of a ban. This is precisely why this con-
versation must be had here in the Arab world first. So
first and foremost, let’s stand up and protect our free-
dom of thought and speech and the right to debate
such issues without our conviction in our religion being
viciously attacked.

With that, I would like to congratulate Morocco on
its ban of the burqa/niqab back in 2017 when they cit-
ed two major reasons: Serious security concerns and to
nip the expansion of extremist ideologies in the bud. I
also hope the Islamist right does not succeed in scaring
us back into silence and that we continue to cultivate
debates that can take our country forward. After all, a
healthy debate is key to any globally-aware, cultured
community governed by justice and a constitution.

Nadia Ahmad is a Kuwaiti journalist, TV presenter,
film producer and cofounder of LOYAC. 

The Niqab: A Kuwaiti
Conversation Sparked

Twitter: @IamNadiaAhmad

By Nadia Ahmad

LOCAL VIEWPOINT No decision yet to allow govt contract
workers to transfer to private sector

211 expired contracts with 5,792 workers registered on them
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Official sources at the Public Authority for
Manpower said the authority allows, through its com-
mittee handling disputes, the transfer of workers regis-
tered on government contracts to work for another
government contract in exchange for certain fees. The
authority denied issuance of transfer decisions in
exchange of fees from a government contract to the
private sector - rather the rules are limited to transfer-
ring to the main file that belongs to the same sponsor,
with the possibility of having the worker leave the main
file to work for a government contract only.

Meanwhile, the authority’s Deputy Director
General for Labor Affairs Hassan Al-Khader said
that the authority wrote to labor departments to
hold the files of companies that have expired con-
tracts with the government until they complete pro-
cessing the workers with them. Khader said this
measure comes with the authority’s periodical
review of government contracts and projects, adding
that this revealed the existence of several contracts
that expired on Sept 31, 2018. The number of these

contracts is 211 with a total of 5,792 workers.

Firemen’s rewards
Sources said the Finance Ministry approved the

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s (KFSD) request to
increase rewards of firemen to reach KD 2.7 million for
the previous fiscal year for their efforts during the
extraordinary circumstances the country went through.
The sources said the KFSD rewards were initially KD
1.2 million, then after keeping all workers on duty dur-
ing the rains, the request was made to increase the
rewards by an additional KD 1.5 million. He said there
are 4,805 special jobs for firemen, in addition to 584
general jobs.

Road billboards
Kuwait Municipality’s deputy director general for

Capital and Jahra affairs and head of the advertisements
committee Faisal Al-Jumaa said the municipality is keen
to open qualification opportunities every year for all
advertisement agencies bidding to win contracts for
road billboards. He said the committee sets conditions
and rules for all companies that are unchanged for many

years. He said the number of qualified companies is 12,
adding that qualifications are open for companies yearly
for those who did not qualify previously, or new compa-
nies. In other news, the Central Tenders Committee
approved the tender of South Khaitan residential proj-
ect that many citizens were waiting for. The tendering
time was dropped from three months to one month.

High school exams
The Education Ministry is ready for high school

exams that will begin on May 7 for 10th and 11th
grades, and May 19 for 12th grade, as it estimates the
number of students who will enter exam classes at
120,000. Meanwhile, source said Education Ministry
Undersecretary Dr Saud Al-Harbi will provide Kuwait
University and the Public Authoirty for Applied
Education and Training with the number of expected
graduates from the 12th grade, categorized according
to gender and type of qualification. He said that the
ministry carries out this measure every year since the
crisis of university admittance during the academic
year 2012/2013 in order to provide enough seats for
general secondary graduates in all colleges.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: The Relations and Security Information Department
commented on a video clip that appeared on social media
showing a bus driver violating traffic laws and overtaking vehi-
cles near a traffic light. The statement said traffic policemen
dealt with the driver and sent him to the traffic detention cell
for committing a grave violation. The bus was impounded.

Resisting arrest
A police patrol in Kaifan suspected a man, so they

stopped him. He was found wanted by the felonies sen-
tences implementation department. When he was
placed in the patrol car, several men enabled him to
escape and prevented police from doing their job. They
were brought under control and were sent to con-
cerned authorities, charged with resisting arrest and
insulting a public employee.

Mosque damage
A bedoon man was sent to state security for

destroying contents of a Jahra mosque, Al-Rai reported.
The man entered the mosque and destroyed everything
he could reach. Police went to the mosque and arrested
the suspect, as investigations are ongoing.

Blackmail
The cassation court sentenced a Saudi man to three

years in jail for blackmailing a Kuwaiti national. The
victim complained to the electronic crimes department
and told them an unidentified person fabricated inde-

cent pictures, then called him and asked for money in
order not to send the pictures to his family. Detectives
asked the young man to make the blackmailer believe
he agreed to pay, and when he arrived, he was arrested.

Police chase
A juvenile was detained following indecent acts

against policemen, who chased him until he ran out of
fuel. Patrolmen were surprised by an ATV rider who
provoked them indecent acts before escaping. He then
returned and repeated his act before disappearing. He
was sent to concerned authorities.

On the run
The case of a Kuwaiti man who attacked an

Egyptian national in Maidan Hawally revealed that the
attacker was on the run to avoid serving a five-year jail
sentence. Police noticed a man beating another follow-
ing a traffic dispute, so the citizen was arrested and
taken to concerned authorities. 

Bus driver arrested
for committing ‘grave’
traffic violation

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry asked
the Kuwait Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies to
provide it with the prices of 114 basic items by the 7th of
each month at the latest in order to compare prices, Al-
Qabas reported. Sources said that the price list from
cooperatives will help ministry inspectors enforce the law
of monitoring trade in commodities, services and work
through inspection campaigns to guarantee commitment
to the declared prices. The sources said the ministry com-
pleted the plan of supervising markets to be aware of any
artificial increase in food prices in co-ops, supermarkets
and commercial outlets. Plans are made to carry out daily
inspections round the clock.

Smart city
In other news, Al-Qabas reported that the South Saad

Al-Abdullah City project may not materialize, and the
dream of the smart residential city has started to fade,
amid moves by officials and leaders in the government to
shift it to Khairan. 

Power consumption
Separately, Al-Qabas reported that power consumption

growth in Kuwait has registered a drop last year due to
what officials said was the increase in tariffs that came in
effect on Aug 22, 2017. Rates of power and water con-
sumption in 2018 recorded a notable drop, as the increase
in power consumption was 1.43 percent compared with
4.77 percent in 2017. Government statistics sent to the
National Assembly revealed that water consumption
dropped by 0.22 percent in 2018, after recording a 1.61
percent rise in 2017 and a 5 percent increase in 2016.

In the meantime, the Ministry of Electricity and Water
announced yesterday that consumers can now gain access
to a wide variety of on-line services, citing an awareness
campaign it launched earlier this year. The initiative is part of
efforts to familiarize consumers with online services they
have at their disposal, the ministry’s assistant undersecretary
for planning Ahmad Al-Rashidi said in a statement. The min-
istry is in the process of setting up booths at public places to
acquaint consumers with such services, the official said.
Among the services offered is a quick e-payment system
where consumers can pay their bills, he pointed out,
adding that the ministry will continue to provide quality
services as part of Kuwait’s 2035 development plan.

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff Mohammad Al-Khedhr held talks yesterday with the deputy head of the
Italian army’s foreign relations department Brigadier General Massimo Biagini. The talks, attended by a number of
Kuwaiti and Italian military officers, revolved around matters of mutual concern, read a statement by the Kuwaiti
defense ministry. — KUNA

Ministry asks for
monthly pricelist
of 114 basic items 

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA) has
detected the spread of red tide over large swathes off
Kuwaiti coasts along the Green Island and the Sheikh
Jaber Al Ahmad Al-Sabah causeway. In a press state-
ment, the EPA stated Monday that its teams had sur-
veyed the affected areas and took samples for labora-
tory analyses. The EPA urged the public to refrain from
reporting or circulating rumors about any kind of pol-
lution before the official confirmation. It warned that
legal action would be taken against violators as per
article No. 126 of the environment protection law.

Last week, the EPA announced that it had detected
fish mortalities off Suliabikhat coast and red tide spots
in Gulf waters off Shuwaikh coast. It cautioned that
some other phenomena such as jellyfish, algae, and fish
death boom may occur in the southern areas and
Kuwait Bay due to the season change and high temper-
ature. Red tide is a common name for algal blooms,

which are large concentrations of aquatic microorgan-
isms, such as protozoans and unicellular algae. Harmful
algal blooms can occur worldwide, and natural cycles
can vary regionally. The most conspicuous effects of
red tides are the associated wildlife mortalities and
harmful human exposure. — KUNA

Red tide spotted off
Kuwait’s coasts

KUWAIT: Environment Public Authority workers inspect an
area where the spread of red tide was spotted off
Kuwait’s coasts. — KUNA

TEHRAN: A delegation of the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) on Monday toured areas affected by
floods in Khuzestan province, Iran. KRCS Deputy
Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi said that during the tour
the delegation was briefed about the extent of the dam-
age done to those areas. “We have seen the magnitude
of the disaster and the needs and we will help as need-
ed and as soon as possible,” Hasawi added.

Hasawi announced the readiness of the association
to contribute to alleviating the effects of the damage on
the people of Ahvaz and the Iranian people through the
distribution of tents and blankets. Khuzestan suffered
severe damage as a result of the recent rains in the
province, displacing thousands of people and demolish-
ing houses due to floods. Kuwait was one of the first
Arab countries to respond to the humanitarian appeal
of the Iranian people upon the directives of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KRCS delegation inspects Iranian areas affected by floods



KUWAIT: Population growth hovered near
multi-year lows in 2017 and 2018, led by
historically weaker growth in the number of
expatriates as Kuwaitization efforts and
higher administrative fees put a damper on
expat hiring activity. 

According to the latest biannual release
of demographic data, Kuwait’s population
rose 2.7 percent y/y in 2018 (end-year) to
reach 4.6 million. The growth rate was high-
er than the 2.0 percent witnessed in 2017,
although much lower than the 4.1 percent
multi-year high seen in 2016. This decline in
population growth has been mainly driven
by lower expat growth, which stood at 2.8
percent y/y in 2018 versus 4.8 percent y/y
in 2016, and far below the multi-year high 5
percent annual average seen in 2008-2009.
Amid comparatively softer employment
growth and higher living costs, the number
of expatriate dependents have been declin-
ing of late, with both dependent children
and women falling on average by 0.8 per-
cent y/y and 1.0 percent y/y, respectively,
over the years 2017 and 2018. 

In contrast, growth in the population of
Kuwaiti nationals has remained fairly steady
at around 2.5 percent over the past 5 years,
reaching 1.4 million in 2018. 

While the rate of growth in the number
of Kuwaitis under the age of 15 has slowed
from around 2.0 percent y/y in 2013 to 1.0
percent y/y in 2018, it still represents more
than a third of the population, compared to
the MENA average of 30 percent. This
highlights the need for more jobs in the
coming years to cater for the large youth
population that will ultimately enter the
workforce. 

Total employment growth recovers in
2018 as Kuwaiti hiring activity picks up

2017 was one of the weakest years on
record in terms of hiring activity, as strict
government consolidation efforts were
compounded by more stringent
Kuwaitization measures. In 2018 (end-
year), total employment growth witnessed
a sharp recovery, following improvements
in hiring both Kuwaitis and expats.
However, at 4.2 percent y/y, the growth in
total employment remains below the rates
seen in earlier years (2015-16), because
while Kuwaiti jobs growth reached a high
3.7 percent y/y in 2018 (mostly in the pub-
lic sector), expat employment growth
came in historically lower at 4.3 percent
y/y, on the back of continued declines in

expat numbers in the public sector. 

Number of expatriate employees in
the  public sector continues to fall
Due to a strong push for Kuwaitizing

public employment, the number of expat
employees in the public sector continued
to fall in 2018. By contrast, however, pri-
vate employment growth among expats
recovered to 4.6 percent y/y compared
to 3.4 percent y/y witnessed in 2017.

The continued increase in expat employ-
ment in the private sector stems mainly
from strong hiring activity in the con-
struction and real  estate sectors, on
account of both public projects (as per
Kuwait’s Development Plan) as well as
private sector construction and real
estate projects. The Kuwaitization tar-
gets set for these activities remain low,
as most of those working in these sec-
tors are low-skilled laborers. Indeed,

compared to  2012 year-end data ,
employment growth among expats in the
construction and real estate services
sectors is currently up a staggering 127
percent y/y and 88 percent y/y, respec-
tively. Unlike the public sector where
expats will eventually be fully replaced
by Kuwaitis, jobs in some specific pri-
vate sector activities such as construc-
tion and domestic help will still be occu-
pied by expats in the foreseeable future.
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We have all been hearing/reading news lately on
the millions of dollars owed by private compa-
nies in indemnity rights of their employees.

Many people also think that because this is being dis-
cussed right now, it is a new law or regulation that has
been promulgated. I have also had many clients and oth-
ers emailing me wanting to know more information on
this “new” law. This “law” being discussed is not yet a
law, but I am not surprised that this issue is being dis-
cussed right now. Let me explain why. 

Let’s backtrack and try to understand where all of this
is coming from. Two years ago, an amendment to the
employment law was published under law 85/2017
amending article 51 to clearly state that Kuwaitis have the
right to their end of service benefits even if the employer
is paying an amount for your retirement to the Public
Institution for Social Security (PIFSS). When the law
came out in 2017, it caused major concern to companies
that have not been paying Kuwaitis their end of service
benefits. The new law will cost these companies millions
of dollars if they have to pay end of service benefits to all
their previous employees.

No indemnity
Question: I keep being told by my company that I

cannot get my indemnity because I am a Kuwaiti and the
company has been paying a percentage to PIFSS. Is this
true?

Fajer: As I have explained above, the law is very clear
that Kuwaitis are entitled to end of service benefits,
exactly as non-Kuwaitis are.

Question: What can I do in order to obtain my end of
service benefits?

Fajer: This answer is for both Kuwaitis and non-
Kuwaitis alike. I always advise my clients to first try and
negotiate with their employer. If the employer does not
want to negotiate, then ask your lawyer to negotiate on
your behalf. If not, then your lawyer can go to court.
Before your lawyer takes the issue to court, your lawyer
will have to go through the ministry of social affairs and
labor, which is also a safe place for both parties to nego-
tiate. You can also go to MSAL yourself and file a com-
plaint. It may be overwhelming for non-lawyers to do so,
but if you find someone who is willing to help, the
process can be done. 
For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-
legal.com.

Indemnity rights

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

Kuwait’s population growth eases, led by
slowdown in expat growth: NBK Report

Solid recovery of employment growth among Kuwaiti nationals

NBK Economic Update

NEW YORK: Kuwait renewed its call
for all Yemeni parties to fully implement
the Stockholm Agreement on Hudaydah
and its three ports, as well as the agree-
ment on prisoners exchange and Taiz
MoU. This came in a speech delivered by
Kuwait’s permanent representative to
the United Nations Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi before the Security
Council special meeting on Yemen late
Monday.

Otaibi said efforts exerted by
Secretary General’s special envoy to
Yemen aims for reaching a political solu-
tion based on the three agreed upon
terms of reference; the Gulf Initiative,
outcomes of the National Dialogue and
the Security Council resolution 2216, to
end the crisis, thus preserving Yemen’s
independence, sovereignty and territori-
al integrity. “The Council interacted with
this important event through its unani-
mous adoption of resolutions 2451 and
2452 after four months since the
Stockholm Agreement was put into
force, and followed up with the imple-
mentation of the Hudaydah Agreement,”
he added. Otaibi expressed deep regret
that no significant progress had been

made in the implementation of the
Hudaydah Agreement. On the other
hand, Ambassador Otaibi welcomed the
UN Secretary General’s declaration of
reaching a detailed agreement between
the parties concerned to implement this
phase of the conflict.

Otaibi said that this is the best way to
resume the next round of consultations,
which will focus on the comprehensive
aspects of ending the crisis based on the
relevant Security Council resolutions, as
well as on the Gulf Initiative and its
executive mechanisms. He stressed the
need to start urgently to activate resolu-
tion 2452, as well as the full implementa-
tion of Stockholm Agreement to reach a
political settlement that would make eas-
ier for humanitarian assistance to reach
the largest number of people in need.
The activation of the Agreement will
enable the UN and its relief agencies to
reach the Red Sea Mills, which contain
large quantities of grain that would sus-
tain 7.3 million people within 30 days,
Otaibi noted. He pointed out that despite
the great cooperation shown by the
Yemeni government to facilitate safe
access to these mills and opening roads

to humanitarian aid; it is facing many dif-
ficulties that may threaten damaging
stocks of these mills. In this regard,
Otaibi pointed out that Kuwait has made
a pledge of $250 million, bringing the
total contribution of Kuwait to Yemen

since 2015 to $600 million, in addition to
generous donations by major donors,
namely Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, Germany,
the European Union and other countries,
he noted. — KUNA

Kuwait calls for full implementation of ‘Stockholm Agreement’ 

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s permanent representative to the United Nations Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a Security Council special meeting on Yemen. — KUNA

MOSCOW: Russia enjoys solid and long-standing ties with the
wider Arab region, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Al-Jarallah said yesterday. “Russia and Arab nations have
agreed to hold regular talks to push ties further on the political
and economic fronts,” the Kuwaiti official told a Russian-Arab
forum on cooperation in the Russian capital of Mosocw. He said
Arab nations have been able “to reach out” to Moscow through
these talks, highlighting Russia’s “undeniable presence” on the
international stage.

The Kuwaiti deputy foreign minister appreciated Russia’s
“exceptional” contributions towards some of the world’s most
pressing issues, including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. On the
“humanitarian disaster” in Syria, he highlighted the enormous
toll the eight-year conflict has taken on the lives of Syrians, urg-
ing Moscow to use its political clout to ensure that a peaceful
resolution is ultimately reached. Similarly, Yemen and Libya are
other Arabs nation mired in unmitigated misery, the Kuwaiti
official said, calling on Russia to contribute towards a decisive
political solution to resolve the lingering conflicts in both coun-
tries. He went on to highlight the “scourge of terrorism” as the
biggest threat to the international community, saying the war
against terrorism continues to be a work in progress. — KUNA

Kuwait’s deputy FM
highlights strong
ties with Russia

Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah

IRBIL: Chairman of the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq, said on
Monday internally displaced camps in Iraq lack many
services and called on international organizations to pro-
vide more assistance. Maatouq said that during his visit to
the camps in Al-Khazer and Hassan Cham, he was briefed
on the suffering of the internally displaced persons (IDPs),
pointing out that the camps lack many services, including
electricity, food and health services. Maatouq called on
charitable and international organizations to provide all
the assistance needed to those who are suffering.

Meanwhile, Director General of IICO Bader Al-Sumait
said that the purpose of the visit to the Kurdistan region
is to see first-hand the situation of displaced Iraqis and
know the shortcomings. Sumait noted that despite the
return of many IDPs to their homes, many of them still live
in the camps. Kuwaiti Consul General in Irbil Dr Omar Al-
Kandari said that the delegation’s visit to the camps is
very important to find out about the needs of the dis-
placed people, look into their situation and consider the
possibility of providing aid to them.—KUNA

IDPs’ camps in Iraq
lack many services:
Kuwaiti official
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Malaysian House Speaker affirms two
UN, WB awards to Amir ‘well deserved’
Kuwait is a strategic partner of Malaysia: Yusof 
KUWAIT: A top Malaysian parliamentarian has affirmed
that the two high-ranking United Nations and World
Bank awards awarded to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah are well deserved. “Of
course, His Highness deserves
them. We have heard very
good things about Kuwait and
such high recognition makes us
happy,” visiting Malaysian
Parliament Speaker Dato
Mohamad Ariff Bin Md Yusof
said in an interview yesterday.
World Bank Group announced
last Friday an exceptional
award handed to His Highness
the Amir in recognition of his support of economic and
social development worldwide, and global peace. On
September 9, 2014, His Highness was honored by the
UN and named leader of humanitarian work.

Yusof said that his official visit to Kuwait along with
a delegation representing the Kuwaiti-Malaysian
Friendship group aimed at meeting up with Kuwaiti

parliamentarians to exchange
views about regional and
international issues of recip-
rocal interests. “I met with
Kuwait’s Speaker of
Parliament Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem at the airport and
we are very interested to
know about how the Kuwaiti
parliament works and to
exchange views between our
parliamentarians,” he said.
“Kuwaiti parliament is the

most active parliament in this region,” affirmed the
Malaysian senior official.

Yusof added that Kuwait is a strategic partner of
Malaysia, therefore, a Malaysian-Kuwaiti Friendship

Group was established following a meeting with
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kuala Lumpur recently. “We
want to get the friendship group moving and maintain it
that way,” Yusof stressed. He said that this visit was
scheduled last year and now since the parliament is in
recess “we made Kuwait’s visit as a priority and this is
the first trip abroad.”

The top parliamentarian also affirmed that Malaysia
and Kuwait have things in common and “we want to
work together to achieve our common agenda and have
a common position both being members of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU).” 

Asked about the recent position by US President
Donald Trump to recognize the occupied Syrian Golan
Heights as part of Israel, Yusof confirmed by saying
“Obviously it is very wrong. Golan Heights is a Syrian
territory and must remain a Syrian territory. It must be
returned to Syria according to international law in this
regard.” “We oppose it without reservations,” he went
on to say. — KUNA

Malaysian parliament Speaker Dato Mohamad Ariff Bin
Md Yusof

KUWAIT: Kuwait Grand Mosque, an architectural beauty in the heart of the city. — Photo by Mohammad Alhadhoud (KUNA)

Malaysia int’l
Quran contest
kicks off, Kuwait
eyes top prize
KUALA LUMPUR: The 61st International
Al-Quran Recital and Memorization
Assembly has commenced, bringing
together 99 Quran reciters from 86 coun-
tries, including Kuwait. Malaysia’s Deputy
Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department Fuziah Salleh inaugurated the
five-day event Monday evening at Kuala
Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC). She
welcomed participants and jury members
and noted that this year’s edition is organ-
ized under the theme ‘Compassion for the
Ummah Brings Mercy.’ “It is translated

through one’s actions and superior person-
ality,” she said.

Seven countries, namely Azerbaijan,
Montenegro, Kenya, Ivory Coast, Sweden,
Norway and Austria, are partaking in the
competition for the first time. Reciter
Sultan Al-Sarram represents Kuwait in the
contest. Malaysia’s Quran competition is
considered one of the oldest organized
worldwide, Sarram said, voicing hope he
would deliver a splendid performance and
achieve great results.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Faisal Al-Enezi, head
of the Kuwaiti Ministry of Religious
Endowments and Islamic Affairs’ delegation
to the competition, said that the ministry
attaches considerable attention to interna-
tional Quran contests organized in many
parts of the world. He noted the ministry
had a special department to prepare and
qualify national reciters to partake in these
important events. He expressed best wishe
for Sarram to better represent Kuwait and
achieve the aspired results. — KUNA

Burgan Bank hosts
fun day for persons
with special needs
KUWAIT: In cooperation with the Department
of Public Events and Media in the Ministry of
Social Affairs, Burgan Bank organized a fun day
for persons with special needs at Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Cultural Center. As part of Burgan
Bank’s mission to integrate all segments into the
society, the fun day falls under the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labors’ regular entertainment
programs which constitutes several initiatives
and recreational activities for the residents of
the home. 

Driven to highlight the importance of the
special needs involvement within the social fab-
ric of the Kuwaiti community, Burgan Bank
organized the event to instill joy and happiness
in the hearts of the special needs community by
treating them to an entertaining day. The resi-
dents enjoyed a pleasant walk in Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Cultural Center, a popular national
icon for cultural exchange, exploration of cre-
ativity and self- expression in Kuwait and the
MENA region.  At the end of the engaging trip,
lunch was served within the captivating and
hospitable atmosphere of Villa Fayrouz. The res-
idents expressed their gratitude to the bank for
the memorable day and its ongoing initiatives
that continue to empower them and their role in
the Kuwaiti society. 

Burgan Bank has continually affirmed its
community commitment through the support of
various and diverse social initiatives driven
under the supervision of the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor. The Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor also commended the bank’s contin-
ued support of all three - the orphaned children,
the Elderly and special needs segments.

The bank’s support of this initiative falls
under its dynamic full-fledged community pro-
gram entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the
change. This program sheds light on important

aspects affecting every segment of the society
by promoting social welfare through education-
al, cultural and health driven initiatives. Burgan
Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a

vital principle that as a leading Kuwaiti financial
institution, its conduct and policies should be
aligned with the needs and interests of the com-
munity. 

Friendship
group meets

Kuwaiti MPs

Head of the Kuwaiti Ministry of Religious Endowments and Islamic Affairs’ dele-
gation to the competition Faisal Al-Enezi and Reciter Sultan Al-Sarram.



By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait Projects Company (KIP-
CO), in association with its subsidiary United
Facilities Maintenance (UFM) and Al-Rai
Media Group, is supporting a local non-profit
initiative called Refood as part of a food
wastage awareness campaign titled Al-Zad
Zad. The campaign will start in Ramadan and
continue for six months. 

Al-Zad Zad strives to educate the public
about food wastage and how to avoid it. “This
campaign combines many elements of CSR
through its mission and execution, Yuser Al-
Mutawa, a young Kuwaiti artist and a graduate
of The Proteges G4 program, helped us raise
awareness of the campaign by painting the
walls of KIPCO properties with volunteers to
reflect the mission of the campaign,” said
Abeer Al-Omar, Director of Corporate Social
Responsibility at KIPCO.  

KIPCO, while focusing on a myriad of CSR
topics, values health as a pillar of its CSR strat-
egy. “It is important that we are aware of what
food wastage is doing to our environment and
in turn our health. We partnered with Al-Rai

Group for this campaign as it will allow us to
make a greater impact on the public, helping us
spread the Refood message,” stressed Omar.

UFM has played an important role in the
Al-Zad Zad campaign through its support in
facilities management services such as provid-

ing all the necessary permissions, passes and
logistics. “In an effort to expand awareness of
food waste, one of the most threatening envi-
ronmental issues and one of the largest con-
tributors to climate change, we are glad to
collaborate with KIPCO CSR during
Ramadan,” said Maryam Al-Eisa, Founder and

Executive Director of Refood. 
Especially in Ramadan, people use more

food and usually don’t consume it all. “We
need to make people aware of the need to
reduce the quantity of food that they use and
cook. And as we don’t have the ability to reach
all the people of Kuwait, we approached KIP-
CO and Al-Rai to partner with us in this cam-
paign,” added Eisa. 

“We have continuously supported KIPCO
in its CSR awareness campaigns. After the
success of the heart attack campaign, we
were eager to support KIPCO CSR and all
their future endeavors. We did not hesitate to
support the Al-Zad Zad campaign as the
media sponsor in all available media chan-
nels,” said Ziad Majzoub, Vice President of
Al-Rai Media Group.

Refood is a humanitarian non-profit organ-
ization formed by the youth of Kuwait. It aims
to eliminate food wastage in the food and bev-
erage industry of Kuwait through food re-dis-
tribution to local beneficiaries. They aim to
encourage and connect individuals, families,
businesses and organizations in the fight
against food wastage.  
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Food waste 
is a major 

environmental
issue

KIPCO launches initiative to spread
awareness on avoiding food wastage

Six-month campaign to start in Ramadan

KUWAIT: (From left) Maryam Al-Eisa, Founder and Executive Director of Refood, Abeer Al-Omar, Director of Corporate Social Responsibility
at KIPCO, and Ziad Majzoub, Vice President of Al-Rai Media Group. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Zain partners
with Falcon’s
Nest pitch
competition
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital
service provider in Kuwait,
announced its partnership with
Falcon’s Nest, the first of its kind
pitch competition in Kuwait in col-
laboration with 500 Startups. The
competition, held from 7 April - 2
May, offers a great opportunity for
Kuwaiti startups to compete on a
world-class level. 

Zain’s partnership with the compe-
tition comes in line with its continu-
ous keenness to be an active partner
in supporting innovation and empow-
ering Kuwaiti entrepreneurs, as well
as take part in initiatives that con-
tribute to infusing creativity within
the entrepreneurial community
through partnering with entities that
aim at developing it on international,
regional, and local levels. 

Zain will host the pitch presenta-
tions at the Zain Innovation Center
(ZINC) in the company’s main head-
quarters in Shuwaikh, where it will be
part of the judging panel that will
offer Kuwaiti entrepreneurs the
chance to showcase their startups.
The panel, which consists of business
executives and specialists from the
Kuwaiti private sector, will select the
top 5 companies as the finalists who
will win a mentorship and pitch train-

ing program by Silicon Valley venture
capital firm 500 Startups. 

The Zain Innovation Center
(ZINC) is a hub for entrepreneurs
and digital investments launched as a
platform for the innovations of stu-
dents, youth, and entrepreneurs.
ZINC encourages young minds to
think and act creatively outside of the
norm in an open, supportive environ-
ment for entrepreneurs to generate
new ideas and develop them into
viable opportunities.

Zain affirms that it is committed to
exerting more efforts into offering
similar programs that enrich innova-
tion and entrepreneurial development
in Kuwait. The company will spare no
efforts in making its capabilities and
resources available as well as rein-
force its collaboration with entities
and organizations that provide such
initiatives and actively develop
Kuwaiti talents. 

Encouraging and providing the
proper resources for the local entre-
preneurial community is a top priori-
ty for Zain. Through its active innova-
tion strategy, the company is keen to
contribute to Kuwait’s economic and
national development, much of which
will be driven by the country’s youth,
entrepreneurs, and students. 

ACK successfully
concluded its
2019 Career Fair
KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) held
its Career Fair recently on campus, at the Aviation
Hangar. The fair hosted a total of 46 leading companies
from different sectors in Kuwait to provide multiple net-
working, career, and internship opportunities for its stu-
dents and alumni. 

On behalf of ACK, Professor Isam Zabalawi - President,
Dr Usameh Jamali - Advisor to the Chairman, Engineer
Sager Abdullah Al-Sharhan - Assistant to the President -
Support Services, Mrs. Amal Al-Shihabi - Assistant to the
President for Institutional Relations and Sondos Al-Haddad
- HR Senior Manager, inaugurated the Fair with the tradi-
tional ribbon cutting ceremony and opening remarks wel-
coming all guests and visitors, thanking the participating
companies, and encouraging students and alumni to take

this unique opportunity to connect with potential employ-
ers. The event was followed by an official tour of the
booths, awarding each participating company with a token
of appreciation distributed by the guest of honor, Jonathan
Gilbert - Australian Ambassador to the State of Kuwait and
the President of ACK.

The Alumni and Career Placement Center organized the
fair and the Manager of the Center, Dr Zeina Nehme,
declared the 2019 Career Fair a huge success, attracting a
large number of attendees on both days. In addition, she
was delighted to see major interest from companies in
ACK students and alumni.

On this occasion, the College thanked all participants
and attendees and especially the Platinum Sponsors, such
as: Kuwait Finance House (KFH), National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK), Boutiquaat Group for Perfumes and Cosmetics, Al-
Ghanem International General Trading and Contracting Co.
W.L.L., Al-Hasawi Group and the Gold Sponsors: Al-
Ghanem Industries, Ahli United Bank (AUB) Kuwait
International Bank (KIB), Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK),
Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and Kuwait Airways
and the Silver Sponsors were: Huawei Technologies Co.,
Ltd, Boursa Kuwait and Shlumberger. 

Arab Media
Forum to kick
off on Sunday
KUWAIT: Under the auspices of
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, the 16th Arab Media
Forum will begin next Sunday at
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural

Centre. During a press conference
yesterday, Secretary-General of the
Arab Media Forum Madhi Al-
Khamis stressed the importance of
holding the forum in Sheikh Jaber
Cultural Center, which gives a vision
on the significance of the forum and
its prominent role in presenting vital
media issues. He added that the slo-
gan of the forum, ‘Media .. Industry
Variables,’ comes from the belief in
the importance of the media industry
and its vitality. He confirmed that the
forum is always keen to involve the
youth in this event, adding that 150

students from local and Arab media
colleges will participate in the forum.
The Sultanate of Oman was chosen
to be the guest of honor for this ses-
sion, he said, appreciating the dis-
tinguished media relations between
Kuwait and Oman at various levels.
He reviewed the conference’s sub-
jects, including a panel discussion of
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, during which
he will discuss issues related to the
Kuwaiti affairs and Kuwait’s foreign
relations. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Secretary-General of the Arab Media Forum Madhi Al-Khamis (third from left) speaks during press
conference yesterday. —KUNA



Flowers bloom in 
war-torn Syria’s 
battered cities
ALEPPO: A mantle of gold smothers Aleppo’s
ruins, hiding the rubble and filling the craters
with wild flowers that for a moment seem to
transform a landscape scarred by war, destruc-
tion and death. After an unusually wet winter,
the warm days of spring have suddenly
brought an abundance of color and life to a
weary Syria, blooming in city and desert.

But they blanket a scene of war. The hum-
mocks and dells are piles of debris, barricades,
craters and trenches. The flowers grow where
people once lived, fought, died. Eight years of
conflict have killed perhaps half a million peo-
ple, destroyed whole towns and city districts
and made half of all Syrians homeless.

In most parts of the country, the fighting is
now over - at least for now. President Bashar
al-Assad holds most of Syria, including the
city of Aleppo, taken after months of bitter
fighting in 2016.

However, Kurdish-led groups hold northeast
Syria, and, in the northwest near Aleppo is the
frontline with the last big rebel stronghold,

where there has been bombardment in recent
weeks. The war destroyed much of Aleppo’s
beautiful Old City and many poor eastern dis-
tricts, leaving neighborhoods of rubble and
fallen stone. In the remains of the Attariyeh
section of the souk, where the stone roof col-
lapsed, a young couple sat on a pile of stones
courting in the warm evening air, the sun illumi-
nating the yellow flowers and picking out the
woman’s red headscarf.

The steep sides of the ancient citadel’s
round hill in the centre of the city are thick with
blooms and families gather at sunset to stroll or
sit. “It’s God’s message to make everything
beautiful after mankind destroyed everything,”
said Majd Kanaa, 35, standing at the end of a
souk alleyway where he was repairing his late
father’s shop, ready to reopen.

Butterflies, swallows, frogs, storks
Clouds of butterflies, russet, black and

white, flutter from the undergrowth and bees
hum round the flowers. Flocks of swallows flit
from the sky to roost in the ruins. At night, in
the fields and olive groves just outside the city,
a cacophonous croaking of frogs drowns out
the noise of cars from a road lined with cypress
and pine trees. Along the road from the south,
precariously held for years by the army with
rebels on one side and Islamic State on the
other, the fighting left a chain of fortifications.
The war has moved far from here and these are

now mostly deserted. Grass and flowers grow
thick between the oil drums, sandbags and
stacked tyres guarding the old gun emplace-
ments and concrete boxes.

Yellow broom, purple thistles and fat red
poppies spring from the desert floor and paint
it a psychedelic swirl of color. In one place, a
huge patch of ground seems to bleed with
thousands of poppies springing from the soft-
ly undulating earth. “In Syria we believe that
poppies are the blood of the martyrs,” said
Aleppo lawyer and historian Alaa al-Sayed,
explaining that their Arabic name comes from
a dead king. “There are so many martyrs,” he
added. In the hills beyond the poppies are the
pretty pointed mud domes of traditional “bee-
hive” villages and young shepherds watching
flocks of sheep and goats.

When the strong west wind ruffles the
ground in the late afternoon, it makes the
grass shimmer. Flocks of small birds suddenly
rise from the ground and bob in the air.
Migrating storks beat their wings in the dis-
tance. Little electricity means little light, and
at night the heavens are lit by a sharp cres-
cent moon and brilliant constellations of stars.
A fox slinks across the desert road in the light
of car headlights. But from time to time they
also illuminate the burnt-out wrecks by the
roadside, the remains of battles past, while
two heavy trucks bear tanks onwards to
today’s front line. — Reuters

US teenage
girls at risk in 
dating violence
NEW YORK: One in four US
teenage girls killed in a homicide is
slain by her dating partner, research
showed on Monday, exposing details
about the “taboo” issue of dating vio-
lence among young people. Teen and
adolescent girls are often embar-
rassed or reluctant to talk about vio-
lence, while some schools and parents
resist teaching about violent relation-
ships, experts said.

Nine out of 10 teens and adoles-
cents killed by a dating partner are
girls, and nine out of 10 of the killers
are boys and men, said researchers at
the University of Washington. Their
report was published in the JAMA
Pediatrics medical journal. “When they
are experiencing things they recognize
as unhealthy, they’re not likely to dis-
close to adults in their lives,” said lead
author Avanti Adhia, a senior fellow at
the university’s medical school. “By the

time kids get to college, it’s too late to
start teaching about this,” she told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

The research studied more than
2,000 US homicides of children ages
11 to 18. It found one-quarter of slain
girls were killed by an intimate partner.
A previous study in 2017 by the
National Institute of Justice, a US gov-
ernment research agency, found more
than two thirds of teens said they had
been in a violent intimate relationship
in the previous year. “There’s some-
thing so taboo about the topic,” said
Bersheva Delgado, a community liaison
at The Healing Center, a New York
non-profit group that works with
abuse survivors.

While some US states allow minors
to file legal orders of protection
designed to keep abusers away, others
require an adult to be present or
parental notification that can deter
teens from reporting violence, Adhia
said. Most of the female victims were
17 or 18 and their partners typically
four years older, the research found.
About two-thirds of the deaths
involved guns. More than one in four
deaths were fueled by jealousy, a
break-up or resisting a relationship,
Adhia said. — Reuters

International
German plane crash 
lands, disrupts traffic
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DAMASCUS: A toddler in angel costume pinches a man as Catholic believers gather outside Zaiton Church in Bab Sharki, Old Damascus. — AFP 

KOBANI: A community of Syrians who converted to
Christianity from Islam is growing in Kobani, a town
besieged by Islamic State for months, and where the
tide turned against the militants four years ago. The
converts say the experience of war and the onslaught of
a group claiming to fight for Islam pushed them towards
their new faith. After a number of families converted, the
Syrian-Turkish border town’s first evangelical church
opened last year.

Islamic State militants were beaten back by US air
strikes and Kurdish fighters at Kobani in early 2015, in a
reversal of fortune after taking over swaths of Iraq and
Syria. After years of fighting,
US-backed forces fully ended
the group’s control over popu-
lated territory last month.
Though Islamic State’s ultra
radical interpretation of Sunni
Islam has been repudiated by
the Islamic mainstream, the
legacy of its violence has
affected perceptions of faith.

Many in the mostly Kurdish
areas of northern Syria, whose
urban centers are often secular,
say agnosticism has strengthened and in the case of
Kobani, Christianity. Christianity is one of the region’s
minority faiths that was persecuted by Islamic State.
Critics view the new converts with suspicion, accusing
them of seeking personal gain such as financial help from
Christian organizations working in the region, jobs and
enhanced prospects of emigration to European countries.

The newly-converted Christians of Kobani deny those
accusations. They say their conversion was a matter of

faith. “After the war with Islamic State people were look-
ing for the right path, and distancing themselves from
Islam,” said Omar Firas, the founder of Kobani’s evangeli-
cal church. “People were scared and felt lost.” Firas works
for a Christian aid group at a nearby camp for displaced
people that helped set up the church.

He said around 20 families, or around 80 to 100 peo-
ple, in Kobani now worship there. They have not changed
their names. “We meet on Tuesdays and hold a service on
Fridays. It is open to anyone who wants to join,” he said.
The church’s current pastor, Zani Bakr, 34, arrived last
year from Afrin, a town in northern Syria. He converted in

2007. “This was painted by IS
as a religious conflict, using
religious slogans. Because of
this a lot of Kurds lost trust in
religion generally, not just
Islam,” he said. Many became
atheist or agnostic. “But many
others became Christian.
Scores here and more in Afrin.”

Missionaries and critics
One man, who lost an arm in

an explosion in Kobani and fled
to Turkey for medical treatment, said he met Kurdish and
Turkish converts there and eventually decided to join
them. “They seemed happy and all talked about love.
That’s when I decided to follow Jesus’s teachings,” Maxim
Ahmed, 22, said, adding that several friends and family
were now interested in coming to the new church.

Some in Kobani reject the growing Christian presence.
They say Western Christian aid groups and missionaries
have exploited the chaos and trauma of war to convert

people and that local newcomers to the religion see an
opportunity for personal gain. “Many people think that
they are somehow benefitting from this, maybe for materi-
al gain or because of the perception that Christians who
seek asylum abroad get preferential treatment,” said Salih
Naasan, a real estate worker and former Arabic teacher.

Thousands of Christians have fled the region over
decades of sectarian strife. From Syria they have often
headed for Lebanon and European countries. US
President Donald Trump pledged to help minorities fleeing
the region when he imposed a travel ban on Muslims in
2016, but many Christians were denied asylum. “It might
be a reaction to Daesh (Islamic State) but I don’t see the

positives. It just adds another religious and sectarian
dimension which in a community like this will lead to ten-
sion,” said Naasan, a practicing Muslim.

Naasan like the vast majority of Muslims rejects Islamic
State’s narrow and brutal interpretation of Islam. The
group enslaved and killed thousands of people from all
faiths, reserving particular brutality for minorities such as
the Yazidis of northern Iraq. Most Christians preferred not
to give their names or be interviewed, saying they fear
reaction from conservative sectors of society. The popula-
tion of Kobani and its surroundings has neared its original
200,000 after people returned, although only 40,000 live
in the town itself, much of which lies in ruins. — Reuters

Christianity growing in Syria town 
Experience of IS onslaught pushed Syrians towards new faith

Kobani a town 
once besieged 

by Islamic State
DAMASCUS: Catholic believers gather outside Zaiton Church in Bab Sharki, Old Damascus. —AFP 
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BELGRADE: The fire that has devastated Notre-Dame is
“God’s punishment” two Serbian tabloids said Monday,
linking it to tweet saying a Kosovo flag was displayed in
the Paris cathedral for World War I centennial commemo-
rations last year. “God’s punishment caught them,” read
headlines of Alo and Informer tabloids online editions late
Monday.

However, the two outlets, both close to Serbia’s rulers,
withdrew the articles later. Alo called the blaze was pun-
ishment for “spitting on Serb victims” in the 1990s war in
Kosovo, a breakaway province of Serbia where ethnic
Albanians, with US and NATO backing, won self-rule in
1999. Serbia has rejected Kosovo’s 2008 claim to inde-
pendence, and is sensitive to any international recognition
of Kosovo as a standalone state.

A tweet attributed to Serbia’s ambassador to Paris
posted last November said that Kosovo’s flag was among
those of other countries decorating the inside of Notre-
Dame Cathedral for a ceremony marking the centenary of

the end of World War I. Although there was no confirma-
tion of that from the cathedral or French authorities, the
assertion - picked up by Serbian media - further strained
French-Serbian relations already taut because of the pres-
ence of Kosovo President Hashim Thaci at the commemo-
rations near to Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic.

Serbia is currently marking the 20th anniversary of the
NATO bombing campaign that forced its troops out of
Kosovo in 1999, a period that evokes national trauma and
humiliation. Vucic, however, joined other world leaders in
expressing solidarity with France over the Notre-Dame
fire, saying on Twitter that “all Serbian citizens are sad”
and are with their “French friends” and that his country
was prepared to help with the cathedral’s reconstruction.

Linked to 9/11 attacks 
In another development, a YouTube fact-check feature

which is meant to tackle misinformation accidentally
tagged live broadcasts of a fire engulfing Notre-Dame

Cathedral in Paris with details about the 9/11 terror
attacks. The blaze erupted in the UNESCO world heritage
landmark in the French capital Monday, sending its spire
and roof crashing to the ground as flames and clouds of
smoke billowed into the sky. The fire, which at one point
threatened the entire edifice, was extinguished Tuesday
around 15 hours after it first broke out.

News outlets began live-streaming broadcasts of the
fire on YouTube, but below some of the clips an unusual
text box popped up - an entry from the Encyclopedia
Britannica about the September 11, 2001 attacks in the
United States. In those attacks, Al-Qaeda militants
hijacked two passenger planes and flew them into the tow-
ers of the World Trade Center in New York, causing them
to collapse, while a third hijacked jet smashed into the
Pentagon. Some 3,000 people were killed.

A spokesman for YouTube, which is owned by Google,
said the text box feature - which is currently only available
to users in the US and South Korea - had been disabled

for live streams related to the fire. “These panels are trig-
gered algorithmically and our systems sometimes make the
wrong call,” the spokesman told AFP. “We are deeply sad-
dened by the ongoing fire at the Notre-Dame Cathedral.”
The feature, which also links to other outside sources such
as Wikipedia, was introduced last year after YouTube
faced intense criticism over videos containing misleading
and extreme content. 

The panels are supposed to combat misleading videos
about well-known events - such as the first successful
manned landing on the moon - by presenting well-estab-
lished facts, in a bid to stop the spread of conspiracy theo-
ries. YouTube, Facebook and Twitter came under fire last
month after a horrific video of a gunman’s deadly rampage
at two New Zealand mosques was circulated on the sites.
The Christchurch massacre, in which 50 people were
killed, was live-streamed on Facebook, which moved to
block the footage. But it was then shared repeatedly on the
other two sites. — Agencies 

Notre-Dame fire was ‘God’s 
punishment’: Serb tabloids 

YouTube accidentally links Notre-Dame fire to 9/11 attacks 

PARIS: Photo shows a general view of Notre-Dame Cathedral seen from the Pantheon in Paris, in the aftermath of a fire that caused its spire to crash to the ground. — AFP 

Decades?
Uncertainty over
time needed 
to rebuild 
Notre-Dame
PARIS: Rebuilding the Notre-Dame cathedral in
Paris could take decades after it was gutted by a
fire, experts warned Monday, even as its most
senior cleric expressed hope he could celebrate
mass there within years. Parisians and people
around the world watched in horror on Monday
evening as a huge fire ripped through the 850-
year-old gothic cathedral, causing its spire and
part of the vaulted roof to collapse and trigger-
ing a scramble to save its precious relics and
artworks. Declaring that the “worst has been
avoided”, President Emmanuel Macron immedi-
ately vowed; “We will rebuild Notre-Dame
together.” And pledges of immense donations
together already worth hundreds of millions
within hours flooded in from the business world
in France.

‘Not in my lifetime’ 
But asked how long the restoration could

take, Eric Fischer, head of the foundation in
charge of restoring the 1,000-year-old
Strasbourg cathedral, which recently underwent
a three-year facelift, said: “I’d say decades.”
“The damage will be significant. But we are
lucky in France to still have a network of excel-
lent heritage restoration companies, whether
small-time artisans or bigger groups,” he told
AFP.  

Fischer said the ability to rebuild the colossal
cathedral in a manner that respects its original
form and character would depend on the plans,
diagrams and other materials available to the
architects. They would need “a maximum of his-
torical data or more recent data gathered with
modern technology such as 3D scans” of the
kind used in the restoration of the Strasbourg
cathedral, he said.

Stephane Bern, a TV presenter famous for his
programs on mediaeval France who was recently

appointed the government’s representative on
heritage, estimated the rebuilding would take
“10 to 20 years minimum”. Noting the restora-
tion of Reims cathedral which was bombarded
by German forces during World War I took
decades, an emotional Bern, 55, told French
radio: “You know what hurts me the most? It’s
the idea that I will not see it again in my life-
time.” “It will be rebuilt for future generations,”
he said.

‘Decade a joke’ 
But Jack Lang, who served as a hugely

prominent culture minister under the presidency
of Francois Mitterrand, called for a much quicker
turnaround. “Since yesterday I’ve been hearing
that it will take a decade. That’s a joke,” an
indignant Lang told AFP outside the cathedral
yesterday. Pointing to the renovations in
Strasbourg, he said: “We have to do the same
thing here, not in 10-15 years but three years.”
The rector of Notre-Dame, Monsignor Patrick
Chauvet, also attempted to strike a hopeful note.

“I hope I will see that cathedral again in my

lifetime and that I will celebrate a mass there.
I’m 67 now and if all goes well, even if it takes 10
years, I will be 77 and still able to do it,” he told
France Inter radio. As pledges of donations
flooded in from around the world, the city of
Paris and private individuals, Italy, Russia and
Germany offered to send expert help. President
Vladimir Putin of Russia offered to send “the
best Russian specialists with rich experience in
the restoration of national heritage monuments”
while Italian Interior Minister Matteo Salvini
promised “all the help we can give.”

Oak shortage
In a sign of the scale of the challenge,

France’s top producer of oak said it was worried
about the stock of oak available to rebuild the
gutted wooden interior of the nave’s roof.
Sylvain Charlois of the Charlois group estimated
that 1,300 oak trees had been used in the con-
struction of the roof. “To constitute a big
enough stock of oak logs of that quality will
take several years,” said Charlois, who has
pledged to donate wood. — AFP 

The treasures 
of Notre-Dame 
PARIS: The fire-gutted Notre-Dame
cathedral contained some of the most
sacred relics of the Christian faith, includ-
ing the Holy Crown of Thorns believed to
have been worn by Jesus at his crucifixion.
While firefighters were able to save the
crown as Monday’s massive blaze tore
through the building in the heart of Paris,
the fate of other items inside the 850-year-
old Gothic cathedral is unclear. Here is an
overview of some of the treasures con-
tained in the venerated Notre-Dame (Our
Lady) Cathedral:

Holy relics 
Its most precious item, the Holy Crown

of Thorns, is about 21 centimeters (eight
inches) in diameter and made up of rushes
braided together and bound by gold wire.
Firefighters who were directed to the
cathedral’s most treasured objects rescued
the crown as well as a tunic worn by 13th-
century French crusader king, Louis IX,
who was made a saint. Notre-Dame also
held two other relics said to be from the
crucifixion of Jesus: a piece of the cross on
which he was nailed and one of the nails.
There were three holy items in the spire
that collapsed in flames on Monday: a
fragment of the Crown of Thorns and relics
from Saint Denis and Saint Genevieve, two
of the city’s most cherished saints.

The Great Organ
Of the cathedral’s three organs, the

most impressive is the Great Organ with
five keyboards, 109 stops and close to
8,000 pipes. Built in the 15th century, the
organ was progressively added to over the
centuries to become one of the largest in
France. It survived the 18th century French
Revolution unscathed, even though the
building was vandalized, “thanks no doubt
to its use in playing patriotic music,” the
cathedral website says. Culture Minister
Franck Riester said the organ “seems to be
quite badly damaged”.

Stained glass
The cathedral’s three impressive stained

glass circular rose windows were built in
the 13th century and renovated several
times. The one on the south appeared to
be in tact on Tuesday, as did another on
the western facade which lies between the
two stone towers which can be climbed by
tourists on the front of the cathedral. AFP
was unable to verify the state of the
northern window. They show prophets,
saints, angels, kings and scenes of the dai-
ly lives of holy figures. At the centre of
each is an image of either the Virgin Mary,
Christ as a baby or Christ as king reigning
over heaven.

37 figures of Virgin Mary 
A mid-14th century statue of the Virgin

with Child, placed in the sanctuary, is the
most famous of the 37 images of the
Virgin Mary contained in the cathedral.
Another depicts Mary holding the body of
her son descended from cross, created by
French sculptor Nicolas Coustou between
1712 and 1728 and positioned behind the
choir altar.

Paintings 
Between 1630 and 1707 the Paris gold-

smith guild presented the cathedral with a
painting on every May 1. Of these 76
works called “The Mays”, 13 were dis-
played in various chapels in the cathedral.
On the west wall of the Chapel of Saint-
Guillaume is the one of the most beautiful
paintings in the cathedral, the “Visitation”
by Jean-Baptiste Jouvenet (1716).

13-tonne bell
The largest and oldest of the cathedral’s

bells is known as the Bourdon Emmanuel.
Cast 300 years ago, it weighs 13 tons, its
clapper alone being 500 kilograms. The
tenor bell, considered one of the finest
examples in Europe, is chimed only on spe-
cial occasions and important Catholic
events, and was joined in 2013 by nine new
bells. It only just managed to avoid being
melted down during the revolution and
rang out to announce the liberation of Paris
from German occupation in 1944. — AFP

‘Paris is disfigured’: 
Tears and shock as 
Notre-Dame burns
PARIS: Crowds of stunned Parisians and tourists
- some crying, others offering prayers -
watched in horror in central Paris on Monday
night as firefighters struggled for hours to extin-
guish the flames engulfing the Notre-Dame
Cathedral. Flames ravaging the roof illuminated
the outline of the monument’s two square towers
in a fiery glow, and were reflected in the waters
of the Seine.

Along the Pont au Change bridge, which con-
nects the Ile de la Cite with the Right Bank, the
atmosphere was one of a vigil as hundreds of
people watched in hushed silence as smoke rose
into the night sky. Many were quietly singing an

Ave Maria in Latin, including Stephane
Seigneurie, 52, who said he has lived in Paris for
the past 25 years.

“I come often, and go in even where there’s no
mass because it’s an extraordinary place,
entwined in the history of France,” he said.
“Politically, intellectually and spiritually, it’s a sym-
bol of France.” When Seigneurie says that he’s
very sad, an elegant woman with dark bobbed
hair who is crying whispers to him, “We have to
pray.” Jeanne Duffy, 62, had travelled from New
York to Paris with her twin daughters to see her
nephew run the Paris marathon on Sunday. 

The girls had wanted to climb the church’s
towers Monday evening but at the last minute
the three decided to go to Disneyland Paris
instead. “We were heartbroken because as New
Yorkers we’ve been through this,” Duffy said,
referring to the September 11, 2001 attacks
which destroyed the twin towers of the World
Trade Center. “In terms of heritage this is much
worse. This is a world treasure. Everyone knows
Notre-Dame,” she said.

Gasps and cries of “Oh my god” erupted at
7:50 pm when the top portion of the church’s
spire came crashing down into an inferno that
had spread to the entire roof. More gasps came
a few seconds later when the rest of the spire
collapsed, caught on the cameras of thousands
of mobile phones. “Paris is disfigured. The city
will never be like it was before,” said Philippe, a
communications worker in his mid-30s, who had
biked over after being alerted of the fire by a
friend. “I’m a Parisian, my father was a Parisian,
my grandfather as well - this was something we
brought our sons to see,” he said. “I won’t be
showing this to my son.” “It’s a tragedy,” he
added. “If you pray, now is the time to pray.”

Police cleared pedestrians away from the two
islands in the river Seine, including the Ile de la
Cite which houses the soaring Gothic church,
one of Europe’s best-known landmarks. But
throngs of onlookers remained behind police
cordons on the stone bridges leading to the
islands and along the banks of the Seine river as
darkness fell.  — AFP

DORDOGNE: A picture shows statues which sat around the spire of the Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, stored in SOCRA workshop before restoration. — AFP 

PARIS: Bystanders look on as flames and smoke billow from the roof at Notre-Dame
Cathedral in Paris. — AFP 



ALGIERS: In yet more upheaval for Algeria since the
ousting of long-time leader Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the
controversial head of the country’s Constitutional
Council quit yesterday bowing to weeks of anger
from protesters. Tayeb Belaiz’s resignation was
announced by state television and comes as the
council prepares to oversee a presidential election.
The 70-year-old is one of the “3B” top figures tar-
geted by demonstrators in mass rallies which prompt-
ed the departure of Bouteflika this month.

Prime Minister Noureddine Bedoui and
Abdelkader Bensalah - who served as upper house
speaker until being appointed interim president after
Bouteflika quit - have also faced calls to step down.
“We will continue what we have started,” said univer-
sity student Linda, one of thousands taking part in a
protest yesterday in central Algiers. Police were mas-
sively deployed around the capital’s post office build-
ing, the focal point of anti-government rallies which
first erupted in February. “Free Algeria,” chanted
protests, who rallied outside the iconic building.

Despite Bensalah calling a presidential election on
July 4, demonstrations have continued as Algerians
call for a broader overhaul of the political system. The
interim president has defended his appointment, but
protesters are demanding regime stalwarts be entirely
excluded from any political transition. “We will con-
tinue to march until a transitional (authority) led by
clean politicians is set up,” medical student Mira

Laifa told AFP. “The people want them all to leave,”
chanted the crowds, in reference to the interim
authorities.

Bouteflika adviser 
Demonstrators fear that the election will not be

free and fair if they are held under the same judicial
framework and institutions as those of the Bouteflika
regime. The interim president said his appointment
was in line with constitutional rules, and pledged to
hold a transparent vote.

The constitutional council which Belaiz resigned
from plays a key role in elections, vetting candidates
and ensuring the regularity of the polls. The outgoing
council chief was close to Bouteflika, who was shown
handing his resignation letter to Belaiz in footage
broadcast by state media last week. The ailing presi-
dent had on February 10 appointed his adviser Belaiz
- who has also served as justice minister - to head the
constitutional council for the second time.

The same day Bouteflika announced he would seek
a fifth term in polls initially scheduled for April,
despite rarely being seen in public since a 2013 stroke.
His bid to cling to power sparked mass demonstrations
which spread nationwide and ultimately prompted the
president to resign on April 2 after two decades in
power. Despite Bouteflika’s resignation, Algerians
have kept up their demonstrations to call for a broad
overhaul of the political system. — AFP 
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ALGIERS: Algerian students take part in a demonstration in the capital Algiers. Thousands of Algerian students
chanting ‘peaceful’ rallied yesterday in the capital as they defiantly faced police officers who barred them from
reaching the focal point of weeks of protests. — AFP 

Belaiz bows to weeks of anger from protesters 

Head of Algeria’s Constitutional 
Council quits as students protest

Baltimore: US city 
stalked by poverty, 
violence, scandal
BALTIMORE: Baltimore is known as Charm City, but
these days, l ife here is anything but charming.
Violence, drugs and corruption have haunted the port
city for decades, despite seemingly endless efforts at
renewal. Now, an investigation of the possible mis-
deeds of Democratic Mayor Catherine Pugh has added
another layer of despair to the already grimy reputa-
tion of this city of 620,000 people. A stroll through
the streets of Baltimore reveals both the promise of
possibility and the legacy of crime: in some neighbor-
hoods, only a few streets separate condemned build-
ings from hip hotspots.

For many residents, exasperated by the city’s murder
rate, hope is fading. Dave Harris, president of the
McElderry Park Community Association in East
Baltimore, has encouraged his two sons, aged 18 and
25, to leave. Just a few years ago, “the money poured
in, we tried to invest and get things done, but the plan
did not last,” Harris, 48 said. “Change did not happen
because things were not built to be sustainable. It is
now almost back to the way it was.”

His youngest wants to attend university elsewhere-
”not too far away but outside,” Harris says. Pugh, who
has led Baltimore since 2016, is suspected of being paid
about $800,000 for her self-published Healthy Holly
books by companies and organizations with close ties
to state and local government. The veteran politician
has gone on medical leave, but is standing her ground
for now even as calls for her to resign have mounted.
Last week, the entire city council asked her to step
down-in a one-paragraph memo.

A tale of two cities
Baltimore-the backdrop for many a television show

and film, including the critically acclaimed HBO series
“The Wire”-is proud of its picturesque Inner Harbor
and its extensive aquarium. But nearly a quarter of its
residents live under the poverty line. Once a major steel
and manufacturing center, the city lost more than
100,000 industrial jobs from 1950 to 1995. 

Baltimore is laboring to bounce back from the 2015
death of Freddie Gray, a 20-something black man who
fell into a coma while in police custody and later died.
The anger that swept through the African-American

community, which accounts for two-thirds of
Baltimore’s population, towards a police force seen as
racist and corrupt sparked protests and a night of riots.
Since Gray’s death, the city has become one of the
most deadly in America, with an average of more than
300 murders a year. So far in 2019, The Baltimore Sun
has recorded 76 homicides.

‘Disgusted’ 
Monique Washington, president of the Edmondson

Village Community Association in West Baltimore, can
barely contain her anger. “This has to stop. You can’t
solve your problems through a gun,” Washington said.
“I’m disgusted. I was once ready to sell my house, but I
said no, because if the ones that really care leave, then
we will really be through.”

Back in East Baltimore, Harris says after Gray’s
death, “we tried to galvanize the youth, because their
needs were not being met-lack of education, jobs,
future, lack of everything.” But the jobs did not come,
and drug dealers reclaimed the streets. Efforts to build
police-community ties also faltered, he said, in large
part due to the arrival of “officers from different cities
who don’t understand how the city works.” Last year,
scandal rocked the city’s police force once again when
corruption was unearthed in an elite task force that

robbed residents, set up illegal searches and other
abuses. In March, the city’s former police commissioner
was sentenced to nearly a year in federal prison for tax
fraud. Seema Iyer, a professor for the Jacob France
Institute at the University of Baltimore’s Merrick
School of Business, says there are “systems in our city
that are not working harmoniously.” She highlights the
torpedoing of a major light rail line and other projects
that would have given the city new life. The east-west
rail line “would have created jobs, development,
increase in population, excitement!” she said. “It was a
huge death blow.”

Glimmers of hope 
Iyer says some community programs begun in

McElderry Park in 2014 - street cleaning, after-school
tutoring, and workforce training among them-had
borne fruit: the area was homicide-free for 500 days in
2015 and 2016, despite the post-Freddie Gray effect.
And downtown, the Lexington Market-an institution
since 1782 - is a foodie’s paradise. “City people are not
millionaires-they are poor people,” says Fanny
Houvardas, who has owned the Market Bakery for 45
years. Her husband Mike adds: “Young people now
want two-dollar cookies instead of a pound (of them), a
slice of cake and not the whole cake.”— AFP 

BALTIMORE: A ‘Keep the Dream Alive’ mural painting is seen in an alley on a rainy day in the McElderry Park area in
Baltimore. — AFP 

News in brief

Sixteen massacred at party 

KANO: Sixteen people were killed and 14 were
wounded when gunmen opened fire at a party to name
a newborn baby, police said yesterday, in the latest
violence between farmers and herders in central
Nigeria. Those murdered included the parents and the
infant, residents said. The attack on Sunday night hap-
pened in Nasarawa, a state wracked by long-running
violence between settled farmers and semi-nomadic
pastoralists who move with their herds.  The gunmen
opened fire on guests as they celebrated with the fami-
ly and their newborn baby in Numa village, in the
Akwanga area of the state. — AFP 

Migrants in refrigerated truck

STRASBOURG: Officials in France have found 21
migrants from Iran and Iraq hiding in a refrigerated
truck driving in the east of the country, regional
authorities said yesterday. The 10 men, six women and
five children were taken in for treatment by medical
services, the authorities in the Meuse region said, con-
firming a report first given by the local newspaper l’Est
Republicain. Some of the migrants had previously been
given police orders to leave French territory. Such noti-
fications are often issued when asylum applications are
rejected, either because conditions were not met or
because the migrants entered the European Union via
another country that is responsible for determining
their status. — AFP 

Black man shot by police 

MIAMI: Video released on Monday showed the
moment a US policeman shot dead a black man who
appeared to be following instructions to drop his gun.
Officers in the city of Charlotte, North Carolina were
ordered by a court to release the bodycam images cap-
tured by Wende Kerl, who killed Danquirs Franklin in a
Burger King parking lot on March 25. Franklin is seen in
the footage squatting in front of an open car door while
Kerl and another officer shout: “Drop the gun. Drop it.
Drop it now.” Franklin’s firearm is not visible at first.
Then, he moves his right hand to his pocket and appears
to take out a gun in order to put it down. — AFP 

4 killed in ‘targeted’ shootings

MONTREAL: Four people were shot dead Monday
in three areas of the western Canadian town of
Penticton, federal police said, describing the shootings
as a “targeted incident.” “We have determined four
people are deceased at three locations within a four
kilometer radius,” Superintendent Ted De Jager said in
a press conference. A 60-year-old man handed himself
in and was detained after police were called over the
first two killings late on Monday morning, De Jager
said. Investigators then discovered the bodies of two
more victims during a search of the suburbs of the city,
population around 30,000. — AFP 

At least 174 killed in Libya 

TRIPOLI: At least 174 people have been killed and
758 wounded in the battle for control over the Libyan
capital Tripoli, the World Health Organization said yes-
terday. Fighting broke out on April 4 when military
strongman Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive to take
Tripoli, the seat of the UN-backed Government of
National Accord (GNA). At least 14 civilians are among
those killed and 36 have been wounded, WHO
spokesman Tarik Jasarevic told journalists citing local
health facilities. “WHO has deployed additional surgi-
cal staff to support hospitals receiving trauma cases,”
the United Nations agency wrote on Twitter. Both pro-
government forces and Haftar’s self-styled Libyan
National Army (LNA) accuse each other of targeting
civilians, with each launching daily air raids in addition
to clashes on the ground. — AFP 

Germany plane crash 
lands, disrupts traffic
BERLIN: A German government plane crash-landed
yesterday, briefly disrupting traffic at Berlin’s
Schoenefeld airport, in the latest of a series of technical
faults to plague the official fleet. No passengers were
onboard the Luftwaffe’s Global 5000 jet, but the crew
was being examined by doctors for injuries, a
spokesman for the airforce said.

The aircraft experienced technical problems soon
after takeoff and then had serious trouble landing at
the Berlin airport. “The aircraft took off from
Schoenefeld for a so-called functional flight, which
takes place regularly after maintenance work, and dur-
ing the flight, there was a malfunction, forcing the air-
craft to turn back,” said the spokesman. “The jet
touched the ground with both wings and a controlled
landing was no longer possible.”

The runway was briefly closed while the plane was
towed away, leading to the disruption of dozens of
flights. After the incident, Schoenefeld announced at
0730 GMT that flight schedules had been suspended
and approaching planes were diverted to Berlin’s other
airport, Tegel, northwest of the city centre. The airport
was open again by 1000 GMT, but Berlin Airport
Services tweeted “delays may still occur”. The incident
is the latest in a string of mishaps suffered by the gov-
ernment’s fleet of aircraft in the last months.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel missed the
beginning of a G20 summit in Buenos Aires last
November as the plane carrying her from Berlin

encountered electrical problems and was forced to
land in Cologne. The “Konrad Adenauer” Airbus A340
was given a complete overhaul following the incident
but on its first outing since, on April 1, it blew a tyre
on landing in New York with Foreign Minister Heiko
Maas on board.

The plane eventually had to be towed to its park-
ing space, but the delay meant that Maas missed his
first appointments at the UN. In March, the foreign
minister was stranded in Mali due to a hydraulic
problem with his Airbus A319’s landing gear. The
plane woes have also hit other top German officials.
At the end of January, President Frank-Walter

Steinmeier was stuck in Ethiopia for similar reasons
while Development Minister Gerd Mueller had to
cancel a trip to Namibia at the start of the year owing
to problems with his plane.

With the Konrad Adenauer back in the repair
workshop, Finance Minister Olaf Scholz recently had
to fly on a smaller plane, the A321, which required
mid-route refueling in Iceland to complete its journey
to the United States. In response to the defects, the
German government announced last week they are
paying 1.2 billion euros ($1.3 billion) to buy three new
Airbus A350s planes, the first of which will be deliv-
ered in 2020. —AFP 

SCHONEFELD: A Global 5000 jet of the government stands at Schoenefeld Airport in Berlin. After a malfunction shortly
after take-off, the aircraft was reversed and landed at Berlin-Schoenefeld Airport with major problems. —AFP 



Elephants, 
planes, rebels:
Indonesians set
for jumbo polls
JAYAPURA: From sending ballot boxes by
elephant in Sumatra to keeping voters safe in
Papua’s rebel territory, Indonesia is pulling
out all the stops for one of the world’s biggest
one-day polls across a vast archipelago of
260 million. Today, over 190 million registered
voters in the Muslim-majority country will
cast their votes in just eight hours of polling,
with the election commission battling torren-
tial downpours, voter fraud and damaging
cyber attacks.

And if that wasn’t hard enough, the world’s
third-largest democracy behind India and the
United States is staging a first for its two-
decade-old system, which rose from the ash-
es of a military-backed dictatorship: holding
presidential, parliamentary and local polls all
in one day. “This is a very big country so we’ll
do our best,” Arief Budiman, the commission’s
chief, told a recent gathering of journalists
and diplomats. “But we’re very busy this
year.” He’s not kidding.

Calling on four-legged transport, motor-
bikes, speedboats and planes, officials have
been distributing cardboard ballot boxes -
guarded by armed security staff - to every
corner of the 4,800 kilometer (3,000 miles)
long archipelago, which is home to hundreds
of ethnic groups and languages. While ele-
phants carried ballot boxes through Sumatra’s
Aceh province, horses were used to reach to
remote communities in the southeast corner
of Java island. “The path is muddy during the

rainy season so we need to use horses to
transport election material,” said Suhartanto,
the police chief in Tempurejo sub-district,
who goes by one name.

The lightweight ballot boxes - replacing
metal ones used in previous polls - are up to
the job, Budiman insisted, declaring them to
be “very strong”.  “You can sprinkle water on
them — but not a flood,” he said. This was
confirmed this week near Jakarta when hun-
dreds of spoiled boxes were left in a muddy
heap after torrential rain flooded a storage
warehouse. Plastic bags are being inserted
into the boxes to protect millions of ballot
papers in a tropical country used to pounding
rainstorms.

‘Communal voting’ 
A record 245,000 candidates are vying for

public office, with current president Joko
Widodo facing off against ex-general
Prabowo Subianto for the top job. The polls

kick off today at over 800,000 plus ballot
stations staffed by millions of election offi-
cials, starting in easternmost Papua where a
separatist insurgency has simmered for
decades. Security will be tight in parts of the
mountainous region after rebels massacred
more than a dozen employees at a state-
backed contractor in December. Violence also
erupted as election material was delivered
before local polls last year, resulting in the
deaths of several police and election officials. 

But armed rebels aren’t the only election chal-
lenge in Papua, which shares an island border
with independent Papua New Guinea. Voters in
parts of the mineral-rich region use a communal
voting system called “noken”, in which a village
head collects votes and represents the group at
the ballot box. It is a challenge to the concept of
direct voting and a headache for local officials
who have tried — and failed — to change the
fraud-prone system in a country where vote
buying is already rife. — AFP 

SAO PAULO: More than two dozen heavily-armed
men stormed into the center of Guararema early on a
recent morning, rousing the Brazilian town’s residents
with the sound of broken glass, explosions - and then
gunshots. Brandishing high-powered rifles, wearing
bullet-proof vests and carrying several kilos of dyna-
mite, the gang pulled up in front of the town’s main
police station. It then set upon an adjoining branch of
Banco do Brasil, shattering its windows and doors with
crowbars.

In a coordinated 3 am attack, police said, other gang
members hit a Banco Santander Brasil branch two
blocks away. They detonated the dynamite in an
attempt to blow up ATM machines and vaults in both
banks. Such attacks have become commonplace in
Brazil: Last year, an average of two banks or ATM
machines were robbed every day, mainly in small towns
without a major police presence.

The spoils can be substantial. Each ATM has four
boxes storing up to 2,700 bills apiece, meaning one
cash machine stuffed with 100-real bills can yield up to
1 million reais ($263,000). Bank robbers skilled with
dynamite - working quickly - will often blow up several
ATMs at each bank or go directly for their vaults. To
combat the robberies, Brazil’s banks have invested in
anti-theft technology, ranging from specialized ATMs
to facial recognition cameras. 

When that fails or the costs become prohibitive, they
have simply closed branches; as a result, some towns no
longer have easy access to financial services in a coun-
try that already has a higher proportion of “unbanked”
residents than either China or India. The rash of bank
robberies reflects just one way in which widespread
violence is taking a toll on Latin America’s largest
economy, pushing frustrated Brazilians to elect
President Jair Bolsonaro in October on a promise to
crack down on crime.

“Crime seeks opportunities,” said Rafael Alcadipani
da Silveira, a public security expert at the Getulio

Vargas Foundation, a think tank in Sao Paulo. “In Brazil,
organized crime is very strong, security in small towns
is weak and bank raids seem like an easy crime to com-
mit.” In the Guararema bank robbery, police pursued
the gang to a nearby highway, where the two sides
exchanged gunfire. Eleven gang members were killed
by police.

Nowhere to bank
Brazil’s banks, which spend $2.3 billion on security

each year, have made headway against the gangs. Bank
raids fell 20 percent last year,
to 758 attacks, according to
news reports and police
records compiled by an asso-
ciation of private security
workers, known as Contrasp.
The tally, which has declined
steadily since 2014, does not
capture the rising scale of
heists like the one in
Guararema.

Whereas criminals once
knocked over individual
ATMs in the street, banks have now moved their
machines into bank branches where robbers often blow
open a whole row at a time - which only shows up as a
single attack. The shift in tactics illustrates how criminal
gangs are adjusting to added security measures by
banks, warned Leandro Vilaim, business and operation
director at bank industry association Febraban.

“There is no silver bullet,” he said. “These measures
are short-lived because attacks are always changing in
nature. When banks squeeze the bandits, they find a
new way out.” Cash machines sold in Brazil, at up to
150,000 reais each, cost roughly double those in the
United States. That reflects the price of tamper-resis-
tant technologies including explosion-resistant safes,
ink that stains bills when cash machines are dynamited

and an average of 10 specialized sensors to respond to
attacks - all of which drives up costs.

“Brazilian ATMs are so robust that if the country
was bombed in a war, only cockroaches and ATMs
would be left,” said Vilaim. Other contermeasures
include ear-piercing sirens, strobe lights and even fog
machines traditionally used at night clubs, deployed to
stun thieves. And Brazilian lender Ita? Unibanco
Holding is investing in cameras that can identify thieves
even when they use disguises. Then there is the ultimate
deterrent: shuttering a town’s branch altogether - an

increasingly frequent solution
that is leaving a growing num-
ber of small Brazilian towns
without a single bank or ATM. 

Some 200 towns that had
at least one branch as recently
as 2016 now have none at all,
according to the country’s
central bank. That is some-
times the result of normal cost
cutting, but in many cases a
direct result of multiple rob-
beries at the same branch,

according to bank executives. Closures have left some
towns with no source of cash, prompting several local
prosecutors to file suits against the banks, seeking to
reopen the branches.

“The main complaint in those cities comes from mer-
chants. People don’t have cash to buy stuff, so it affects
the local economy,” said Glauber Tatagiba, state prose-
cutor in Minas Gerais, who has filed suits against
lenders. The southeastern Brazilian town of Minduri, for
example, lost its sole branch, run by Banco do Brasil, in
July, forcing its 4,000 residents to travel 22 kilometers
(14 miles) to S?o Vicente de Minas to withdraw funds.

Months later, thieves blasted the ATM in Sao
Vicente de Minas, so customers had to head 33 km in
the other direction to the nearest bank in Cruzilia,

whose own branch had only recently reopened after an
explosion. “It is tough situation especially for pension-
ers, who have to travel to withdraw money as few mer-
chants take cards here,” said Minduri municipal admin-
istrator Lucas Magalhaes.

Armored cars and rifles
What sets Brazil apart from other regions where

ATMs are targeted, including parts of Europe and
Africa, are the frequency of attacks, according to secu-
rity experts, along with Brazilians’ explosive of choice.
In other parts of the world, explosive gas is usually
used to blow up ATMs. But Brazil’s gangs have shown a
taste for dynamite, usually stolen from mines and con-
struction sites. One dynamite stick strategically placed
in a cash machine can send thousands of bank bills fly-
ing within seconds, ready to be bagged by waiting
accomplices. Preparation, however, takes much longer,
as the thieves carefully put together gangs of at least 10
people, each with their own skill set.

Gangs are equipped with high-powered military
gear, often including tactical bulletproof vests, gloves,
balaclavas, armored cars and .50 caliber rifles, said
Pedro Ivo dos Santos, who heads the anti-bank rob-
bery task force in Sao Paulo. Even if the thieves’ equip-
ment is second-hand or stolen, he added in an inter-
view, the price tag for such an arsenal would run
around 400,000 reais. Many police departments don’t
have the resources to compete.

Once a gang targets an ATM, they assign specific
jobs to perform during what typically amounts to a
four-minute robbery. Some scatter metal road spikes
to pierce the tires of police cars, for instance, while
others specialize in opening the cash machines and
inserting dynamite. “ATM bombing is just the tip of
the iceberg. Thieves usually start by robbing banks
and later on use the proceeds to finance drug traffick-
ing, in a move they see as career development,” said
commissioner Santos. — Reuters
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Brazil banks 
investing in 

anti-theft 
technology

An average of two banks or ATM machines robbed every day

Exploding ATMs: Brazil banks 
wrestle with dynamite heists

LOMBOK: A worker delivers ballot boxes by horsecart to remote villages in Gili on the eve of the
country’s general elections. —AFP 

Japan, US 
struggle to find
crashed jet 
and its ‘secrets’
TOKYO: One week after an F-35A stealth
fighter jet crashed off the northeastern coast of
Japan, US and Japanese military vessels are
struggling to find the wreckage and protect its
valuable “secrets.” The Japanese jet vanished
from the radar on April 9 over the Pacific as it
was conducting a training mission with three
other aircraft some 135 kilometers (85 miles)
east of Misawa, northeastern Japan.

A defense ministry spokesman told AFP that
the remains of the jet’s tail had been found but
they were still hunting in vain for the rest of the
fuselage, as well as the pilot. “On average two
aircraft, including a helicopter, and two patrol
vessels are constantly deployed in the around-
the-clock search operations,” said the official,
who asked to remain anonymous. Japan’s
Maritime Self-Defense Force has also dis-
patched an unmanned submersible vessel.

Separately, the US military has dispatched
one military aircraft and one vessel to join the
mission, said the official, adding that the search

has not yet been scaled back. Defense Minister
Takeshi Iwaya said the crash would be dis-
cussed at a meeting with his US counterpart in
Washington on Friday, which will also involve
the two allies’ foreign ministers. “The F-35A is
an airplane that contains a significant amount of
secrets that need to be protected,” Iwaya told
reporters. “With the help of the United States,
we will continue to take the leading role in
investigating the cause of the accident,” he said.

‘State-of-the-art’ 
Akira Kato, a professor of international poli-

tics and regional security at Tokyo’s JF Oberlin

University, said rivals China and Russia would
have “a strong interest in collecting even a sin-
gle screw of the state-of-the-art plane.” And
Hideshi Takesada, a defense expert and profes-
sor at Takushoku University in Tokyo, said it
would not be a surprise if Moscow and Beijing
were engaged in undercover activities to find
some of the debris. “Even if Japan and the US
find it, they may not disclose details, including
its exact location, due to concerns that China
and Russia might try to collect it,” Takesada
said. Japan’s defense ministry confirmed it had
not spotted any suspicious vessels or aircraft
from a third country near the site. — AFP

ASAKA: A file photo shows F-35A fighter aircraft from the Japan Air Self-Defense Force taking
part in a military review at the Ground Self-Defense Force’s Asaka training ground in Asaka,
Saitama prefecture. — AFP 

India Court
considers call to
open mosques
to women
NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court
agreed yesterday to consider a petition
from a Muslim couple to allow women into
mosques, seeking to overturn a centuries-
old practice that largely bars women from
the places of worship. Women are not
allowed inside most mosques in India
although a few have separate entrances
for women to go into segregated areas.

The petitioners, Yasmeen Peerzade and
her husband Zuber Peerzade, said that
women were allowed to enter mosques
during the time of the Prophet
Mohammad. “Like men, women also have
the constitutional rights to offer worship
according to their belief,” they said in their
petition. “There should not be any gender
discrimination and allow Muslim women
to pray in all mosques,” they said.

The court last year lifted a ban on the

entry of women of menstrual age at a
Hindu temple in southern India saying it
was a violation of their right to worship.
The Muslim couple referred to the tem-
ple ruling, which angered conservative
Hindus, as a precedent to support their
call for women to be allowed to pray at
mosques. A representative of a prominent
organization of Islamic scholars, the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, was not immedi-
ately available for comment. The petition
comes at a sensitive time for relations
been minority Muslims and the majority
Hindu community.

Some members of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist ruling
party have been accused of stirring com-
munal animosity as the party seeks a
second term in a staggered general elec-
tion now underway. Supreme Court
judge SA Bobde said the court will
examine the couple’s request at length.
The court in 2017 ruled as unconstitu-
tional a law which allows Muslim men to
divorce their wives simply by uttering the
word “talaq”, which means divorce in
Arabic, three times. This year, the gov-
ernment issued an executive order mak-
ing instant divorce an offence punishable
with up to three years in jail. — Reuters

NEW DELHI: Indian Muslim students chat after taking exams at Fatehpuri Masjid, in
the old quarters of New Delhi. —AFP 

QUITO: Ecuador said yesterday it has
suffered 40 million cyber attacks on the
webpages of public institutions since
stripping Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange of political asylum. Patricio
Real, Ecuador’s deputy minister for
information and communication tech-
nologies, said the attacks, which began
on Thursday, had “principally come from
the United States, Brazil, Holland,
Germany, Romania, France, Austria and
the United Kingdom,” as well as from
the South American country itself.

Assange was arrested and carried out
of Ecuador’s embassy in London on
Thursday after President Lenin Moreno
removed his diplomatic protection fol-
lowing seven years of self-imposed exile
in the building. Moreno accused
Assange of interfering in the “processes

of other states” and “spying.” As well as
overturning Assange’s asylum status,
Ecuador stripped him of the nationality
he was given in 2017 under the govern-
ment of Moreno’s predecessor Rafael
Correa.

Javier Jara, undersecretary of the
electronic government department of
the telecommunications ministry, said
the country had suffered “volumetric
attacks” that blocked access to the
internet following “threats from those
groups linked to Julian Assange.”
Hardest-hit were the foreign ministry,
the central bank, the president’s office,
the internal revenue service, and several
ministries and universities. However
none of those institutions reported
either the theft of information or the
elimination of data. —AFP 

Ecuador suffers 40 million cyber
attacks after Assange arrest
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How Ukraine’s 
would-be leader is 
linked to tycoon

Volodymyr Zelenskiy, front runner to be the next
Ukrainian president, has connections to one of
the country’s wealthiest tycoons that are

undermining his image as an insurgent who will sweep
aside the powerful moneyed elite. Presenting himself as
an anti-establishment outsider backed by spontaneous
grass-roots support, Zelenskiy won the first round of
voting last month, and opinion polls make him strong
favourite in the run-off on April 21 against the incum-
bent president, Petro Poroshenko.

Zelenskiy’s ties to oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky have,
however, become an election issue. Poroshenko has
said that, if elected, Zelenskiy will do the businessman’s
bidding, something the front runner denies. In inter-
views, Zelenskiy has bridled at suggestions he is
Kolomoisky’s “puppet”. The Ukrainian government has
alleged that billions of dollars were fraudulently
siphoned out of PrivatBank, Ukraine’s biggest lender,
while Kolomoisky owned it. It has since been nation-
alised. Kolomoisky denied any wrongdoing.

Zelenskiy’s celebrity was established by a comedy
show - in which he played an everyman who acciden-
tally becomes president - broadcast by 1+1, a TV net-
work controlled by Kolomoisky. A study by Reuters of
vehicle registration databases, company ownership
documents and photographic records indicates that
Kolomoisky and the Zelenskiy intersect in other ways.
According to that evidence, the two men have business
partners in common, Zelenskiy uses security staff also
seen in the past accompanying Kolomoisky, a former
Kolomoisky adviser is on Zelenskiy’s campaign team
and at least two vehicles used by Zelenskiy and his
entourage are owned by people or entities linked to
Kolomoisky.

None of the evidence demonstrates that
Kolomoisky is financing Zelenskiy’s campaign or influ-
encing him. Both Zelenskiy and Kolomoisky have said
their relationship is strictly professional, and centred
on the comedian’s TV work. Both say no undue influ-
ence is being exerted by the oligarch.

Election result
While Zelenskiy’s connections to Kolomoisky are

not seen as swaying the election result, given the can-
didate’s popularity with voters, commentators question
how the relationship would develop later. “The risks of
influence are there, and they will most likely become
evident in his hiring policies,” said Volodymyr Fesenko,
political analyst and director of Kiev’s Penta think-
tank. “If Zelenskiy becomes president, taking into
account that he basically doesn’t have any people, or
has very few, Kolomoisky can suggest different people
to him (for government office) through whom he will
then exert his influence on power.”

Asked to comment on the connections documented
by Reuters, Zelenskiy’s campaign did not reply.
Kolomoisky did not reply to a request for comment
sent to him via his 1+1 media company. After one cam-
paign stop on April 5, Zelenskiy squeezed through a
scrum of journalists and climbed into a black bullet-
proof Mercedes that was registered, according to a
vehicle ownership database, to an associate of
Kolomoisky.

The car is an example of a web of connections
between Zelenskiy and Kolomoisky that have muddied
the candidate’s image as an outsider. The Mercedes
was registered in the name of a Ukrainian businessman
called Timur Mindych, who is on the board of trustees
of the Jewish Community of Dnipropetrovsk, a body of
which Kolomoisky is president. Until recently Mindych
shared ownership with Kolomoisky of Vision TV. In
2017 Mindych was registered as holding a 9 percent
stake in Kolomoisky’s Belize offshore company, Harley
Trading Limited, one of the firms via which Kolomoisky
controls the 1+1 media empire.

Mindych is also a part of Zelenskiy’s orbit. Cyprus
and Ukrainian business registry records show that he
is a co-owner of Cyprus-registered Green Family Ltd,
founded by Zelenskiy and his partners in 2012.
Zelenskiy exited the company in January this year.
Ukrainian business ownership records list Mindych as
co-owner, with Green Family Ltd and other owners, of
three companies involved in producing Zelenskiy’s TV
shows, among other activities. Calls to a phone number
listed for Mindych went unanswered.

Campaign
Some of the people helping Zelenskiy with his elec-

tion campaign have worked in the past for Kolomoisky.
A lawyer called Andrei Bogdan is on Zelenskiy’s staff,
and represented him at a meeting with a government
official last week, the official’s press office confirmed.
Bogdan became Kolomoisky’s adviser in 2014, when
the businessman was the governor of Dnipropetrovsk
region, the lawyer told the Ukrainian Pravda newspa-
per in 2016. — Reuters

Some 1,700 imprisoned gang members in El Salvador
claiming to be turning around their lives in a rehabili-
tation program have a message for US President

Donald Trump: They’re neither “terrorists” nor “animals”.
At the high-security Chalatenango prison in the north of
the country - where an AFP team passed through full body
scans to gain access - inmates are taking classes in bakery,
tailoring, carpentry, woodwork and even art and culture, in
a bid to prepare for life after incarceration.

Despite not disassociating themselves from the notori-
ous Mara Salvatrucha - or MS-13 - gang, the Chalatenango
inmates have signed up for the “Yo Cambio” (I’m changing)
program. “We’re people like everyone else: human beings.
We’ve changed and we’re showing that those gang mem-
bers deprived of liberty can contribute something positive
to society,” the program’s coordinator Alexis Castro, a 33-
year-old MS-13 gang member serving a 10-year sentence,
told AFP as three armed guards watched on.

Some 1,700 heavily tattooed prisoners, mostly young-
sters, are crammed into a prison with a capacity of just 350,
enduring searing heat as well as tough conditions - tele-
phone calls and visits are banned here. They’ve been
accused of a range of offences including murder, extortion,
drug selling, vehicle theft and the forcible recruitment of chil-

dren. Yet many are still bristling at Trump branding MS-13 as
“violent animals,” as well as the Supreme Court declaring in
2015 that gangs, including Barrio 18 - another notorious out-
fit - are “terrorist groups” because they carry out “systemat-
ic attacks on the life (and) security” of the population.

‘We’re not terrorists’ 
“We’re labeled terrorists but we’ve never been terror-

ists at any point,” said Castro. “We say to Donald Trump,
we’re not terrorists, we’re human, normal and ordinary
people.” Nestor Mendoza, 29, has served nine years out of
a 30-year sentence, but he’s eagerly preparing to “reinte-
grate” into society. “Trump called us animals and we’re
here to show society and him that we’re people with
hearts and that we’re prepared to make a dramatic change
in our lives,” said Mendoza.

The classes are mostly theoretical as the inmates lack
the necessary materials to take part in practical training.
They are hoping that newly elected President-elect Nayib
Bukele - who takes office on June 1 - will implement a
“government of opportunities” that opens work centers for
gang members, Castro said. Gangs like MS-13 were born
on the streets of Los Angeles in the US before spreading to
Central America. El Salvador currently counts an estimated

70,000 gang members, more than 16,000 of whom are
behind bars. Some 3,300 of those have enrolled in training
programs. Prisons general manager Marco Tulio Lima said
that three other penitentiaries holding gang members are
participating in the training program but said that prisoners
must show “evidence of change” to continue in the scheme.

Productive life 
On top of the training program at Chalatenango, a

prison band plays cumbia and salsa rhythms to alleviate
the hardship of penal life. The “Prisoners of Time” band
use makeshift instruments made out of pieces of iron and
plastic, although they’re hoping that one day a charity or
church will donate them real instruments. “I write songs
with my cellmates to lighten the atmosphere,” said Ramon
Villegas, a 30-year-old singer who has served six years of
a 40-year sentence for various crimes.

In another corner of the prison, Cristobal Arias, 30,
gives guitar lessons and says he wants to compose a
song for his two daughters, aged four and 10, whom he
misses “terribly”. “I can’t wait to leave here and show
society that we really can lead a productive life,” said
Arias, who is halfway through an eight-year sentence for
extortion. — AFP 

Salvador gang members have message for Trump 

Buttigieg aims 
to appeal to 
Trump voters 

When Pete Buttigieg declared
his candidacy for US presi-
dent, he was greeted with a

roaring cheer and the drip, drip, drip of a
leaky roof in a former auto plant. The 37-
year-old - who has catapulted from rela-
tive obscurity to third place among
Democrats in the latest polls - spoke in
front of thousands Sunday in the cav-
ernous Studebaker complex in his home-
town.  The roof was a reminder that the
entire plant has been abandoned and
decaying for decades. 

But just steps from where Buttigieg
gave his speech was a far different scene
- gone were rusted roofs and broken
windows. Instead, that section of the
complex had been redeveloped into
gleaming new offices for high-tech com-
panies.  Studebaker is one of the young
mayor’s proudest success stories - and
an example of where he wants to take
America’s Rust Belt. “There is a myth
being sold to industrial and rural com-
munities: The myth that we can stop the
clock and turn it back,” Buttigieg said in
his speech. 

Fed up blue-collar workers voted for
then-Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump in 2016 largely on his prom-
ise to revitalize American manufacturing
and return their towns to their former glo-
ry. But Buttigieg is now trying to win over
those same voters with a competing vision.
“That’s why I’m here today. To tell a differ-
ent story than ‘Make America Great
Again,’” he said, invoking President
Trump’s campaign slogan. “It’s time to walk
away from the politics of the past, and
toward something totally different.”

A growing city 
“Mayor Pete,” as he’s affectionately

called, is proposing to do for America
what he has done for South Bend. The
city managed to reverse decades of
decline, and attract new development
and investment. Its population has grown
slightly every year since 2013, two years
after Buttigieg became mayor. The labor
force has grown, unemployment has
declined, and wages are up, according to
a report by Indiana University. The
changes inspired Gillian Shaw, a New
Jersey native, to remain in South Bend
after she completed her studies at near-
by University of Notre Dame. 

She co-founded a healthcare technol-
ogy company that is located in the
Studebaker building. “I moved here the
same year that Pete was elected mayor,”
she said. “And I have seen just the revi-
talization of this city, and I love it and I
want to be part of it.” These are no small
achievements for a town Newsweek in
2011 called one of America’s 10 dying
cities. “The mayor was able to create a
sense of optimism,” said South Bend-
based political science professor
Elizabeth Bennion of Indiana University.

Challenges 
The question before voters will be

whether Buttigieg has shown enough
results in his hometown to steer the
world’s biggest economy. Like the
Studebaker plant, South Bend is an unfin-
ished project. Its streets are mixed with
new development and buildings that look
barely used, if not vacant. Indiana
University forecasted that South Bend and
surrounding areas will grow in 2019, but at
“a fairly modest rate”. Bennion said the
city “continues to face many of the same
challenges of other urban cities,” including
high poverty and homicide rates. 

Buttigieg also will have stiff competi-
tion for the hearts of Trump voters.
Eighteen Democrats have already
declared they are running for their par-
ty’s nomination to face Trump in 2020.
Senator Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota
also is claiming the Middle America man-
tle, saying she can speak to swing voters.
Bernie Sanders, meanwhile, is aiming
squarely for the Rust Belt. The democrat-
ic socialist polls twice as well as
Buttigieg and last week traveled to
Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania -
all states where blue-collar workers nar-
rowly handed Trump the presidency. 

And then, there is Joe Biden. The for-
mer vice president during the Barack
Obama administration is widely expected
to declare his candidacy soon. “A lot
depends on what Biden does,” because
the former VP appeals to the same vot-
ers Buttigieg is courting, said Paul Beck,
a political science professor at Ohio
State University. — AFP

Members of the MS-13 gang attend a class in Chalatenango prison, 84 km north of San Salvador, on March 29, 2019. — AFP 

Pete Buttigieg 

Inside the dark 
world of Mexico 
intel services 

Lee Harvey Oswald was here just
before he shot John F Kennedy. Fidel
Castro and Che Guevara were, too,

not long before the Cuban Revolution.
Mexico’s intelligence services gathered
material on all of them, and millions more.
Now, President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador is throwing open the spy agen-
cies’ files, part of his promise of sweeping
change. Lopez Obrador, an anti-establish-
ment leftist, apologized last month for past
abuses committed by the intelligence serv-
ices, saying: “We lived for decades under
an authoritarian regime that limited free-
dom and persecuted social activists.”

Calling to “strengthen our memory of
history,” he ordered the spy agencies to
open their files - 12 million in all. Anyone will
now be able to visit the former prison where
the archives are housed and peruse any file
- though most of them are not available yet.
Officials are redacting them to remove sen-
sitive personal information, a process they
say will take about four years. The files - a
small number of which had already been
released for other reasons - reveal how
Mexico spied on a huge range of figures,
from comedians to presidents to the writer
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and the painters
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera.

Oswald has a 110-page file, declassified
in 2016, chronicling his brief and bizarre vis-
it to Mexico City in 1963, when he tried and
failed to obtain Cuban and Soviet visas -
one of the most scrutinized chapters in the
Kennedy assassination. Castro’s and
Guevara’s files, declassified in 2017, mean-
while show how Mexico tracked the young
revolutionaries, and at one point arrested
them - but then mysteriously let them go.

Dirty secrets, one-way mirrors 
The opening of the intelligence files has

shined a new spotlight on the tactics the
Mexican state used to spy during the Cold
War and the “dirty war”, a brutal crack-
down on leftist militants in the 1960s and
1970s. Mexico was governed at the time
by the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI), which ruled the country as a one-
party state for 71 years. The president
changed every six years, but the party kept
an iron grip on power throughout - a sys-
tem the writer Mario Vargas Llosa once
called “the perfect dictatorship.”

Two veterans of the intelligence servic-
es told AFP about the tactics they used,

speaking on condition of anonymity for
security reasons and omitting any dates.
One, the “collector,” was recruited as a
young student. A man he thought was a
university administrator asked him to col-
laborate on a study by gathering informa-
tion about student life. He did it so well the
man then offered him a permanent job -
which is when he found out he was actually
working for the intelligence agency. He was
furious at first. But ultimately, he took the
offer. “We didn’t have a lot of money at
home,” he said. 

He infiltrated the student scene by
attending protests, concerts and football
games. Friendly and mild-mannered, he
passed easily as a student. In the days
before cell phones, his tools were his mem-
ory and a notepad. When a student or aca-
demic seemed to be an emerging leader, he
started a file detailing his or her activities
and personal life. “Part of the profile was
their vulnerabilities, their vices, their sexual
preferences,” he said. “Those are the
things you use to bring them down.”

The files contained dirty secrets, extra-
marital affairs, financial indiscretions-all
photographed and documented in detail.
The information then went to the “soften-
er:” an office with a one-way mirror where
politicians, labor leaders and student
activists were summoned for a meeting
with an important government official. The
office contained a table with cookies, cof-
fee... and a file. “We would leave them
there a while,” the second agency veteran
said in an interview. “At some point, they
would get up and serve themselves some
cookies and coffee,” he said. “Eventually,
they would give in to temptation and open
the file. That’s when you saw their faces
change. And that’s when the boss went in,”
to tell his prey what the “perfect dictator-
ship” wanted from them.

‘That’s politics’ 
The official was matter-of-fact about

his job. “That’s politics. That’s the way it is
in every country, all through history,” he
said. He was critical of the government’s
moves to curb domestic espionage since
the transition to multi-party democracy in
2000. It is no coincidence, he argued, that
the crime and violence plaguing Mexico
today got worse around that time. Spying
“was a way to feel the vibe on the street, to
know what was happening day to day and
keep society under control,” he said. But
espionage has not stopped in Mexico - far
from it. In 2017, a scandal broke out when
numerous journalists, activists and opposi-
tion leaders alleged the government had
been using an invasive Israeli spyware
called Pegasus to turn their cell phones
into pocket spies. — AFP 
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SHANGHAI: Global carmakers flock to the Shanghai
Auto Show this week with the world’s largest vehicle
market facing an unfamiliar sales slump just as China
veers toward an ultra-competitive electric future.
Fuelled by rising incomes and government sales incen-
tives, China has been the golden goose upon which the
global automotive industry has staked its future.

But after years of strong growth, car sales fell last
year for the first time since the 1990s, hit by a slowing
economy, US trade tension, and a Chinese crackdown
on shady credit practices that has crimped car-financ-
ing channels. Sales dipped 2.8 percent in 2018 to 28.1
million units, according to that China Association of
Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM), a pace that has
accelerated in recent months.

“This is the first time since the takeoff of the Chinese
market that there has been such a long and sharp
decline in sales,” said Laurent Petizon, an auto analyst
at Alix Partners.

“We are starting to worry a little bit. It’s a new phe-
nomenon.”The decline is magnified by a prior buying
rush as consumers moved to beat the government’s
recent removal of tax rebates for small car purchases.

Cut-throat 
Major carmakers still see solid potential, particularly

in bright spots such as SUVs and electric vehicles,
which will account for many of the new models on dis-
play in Shanghai. But cut-throat competition is expect-
ed to intensify even in EVs with Beijing moving to
phase out policies that encourage the purchase of
“green” vehicles.

This mixed picture-optimism combined with worry-
ing new realities-is reflected in the plans of carmakers
like Ford. The US manufacturer this month announced
plans to launch 30 new models in China within three
years, a dozen electric.

But it also unveiled a strategy to cater more directly

to the evolving needs of Chinese car buyers.
This includes incorporating the artificial intelligence

technology of China’s Baidu into Ford vehicles, giving
Ford’s Chinese joint ventures more freedom on design
choices, and other steps.

Although China is the world’s largest “new energy”
vehicle market and sales soared 62 percent last year,
they remain a drop in the China bucket with 1.3 million
units sold, thanks in part to purchasing incentives. But
they represent the future for China, especially with the
government planning to impose quotes requiring car-
makers maintain a certain percentage of new energy
vehicles in their Chinese production.

This has given rise to a number of Chinese EV start-
ups seeking to stake out territory that will have to face
off against the likes of Tesla.

Tesla ups ante 
The California automaker, widely seen as the EV

standard-setter, is putting more eggs in China’s basket.
Tesla chief Elon Musk broke ground in January on a
factory in Shanghai-the company’s biggest overseas
move yet.

The new plant will eventually have an annual pro-
duction capacity of 500,000 vehicles, dramatically
increasing Tesla’s output. Foreshadowing further com-
petition, Beijing has vowed to open its market, remov-
ing a requirement that foreign manufacturers form
manufacturing joint ventures with Chinese partners.
Tesla’s planned factory is believed to be the first to take
advantage of this.

Regardless of short-term jockeying for position,
China will remain a crucial market, particularly in
electrics, said Ferdinand Dudenhoeffer, director of the
Germany-based Center of Automotive Research. “The
situation will slowly improve. Next year, the market will
recover little by little and in three to four years, will
have resumed its earlier growth,” he said. — AFP

Optimism combined with worrying new realities as Shanghai Motor Show opens

SHANGHAI: A woman gets out of a BMW i8 Roadster on the opening day of the Shanghai Auto Show in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP

Global carmakers face bumpy road 

Flight suspensions 
hit Jet Airways 
shares amid 
crisis meeting
MUMBAI: Jet Airways shares plunged yesterday amid
reports the board of the stricken Indian airline would
suspend all operations after lenders refused to release
emergency funds to keep the carrier flying. An emer-
gency board meeting was called yesterday after the
latest blow to the debt-laden company which is teeter-
ing on the brink of collapse.

Thousands of passengers have been stranded in
recent weeks after the airline, which has debts of more
than $1 billion, cancelled international flights because it
cannot pay its bills. Chief Executive Vinay Dube called
the board meeting after lenders led by the State Bank
of India failed on Monday to agree to give needed
emergency cash. 

“The management will seek guidance from the
board on the next steps forward,” Dube said in an email
to staff late Monday as he announced that the cancella-
tion of international flights was being extended to
Thursday.

Shares plummeted about 19 percent on the Bombay
Stock Exchange’s Sensex index as the exchange sought

clarification from Jet over a CNBC TV18 report that the
airline was “likely to temporarily shut down its opera-
tions”. Jet’s share price is now worth barely a third of
its value of 640 rupees (95 cents) of one year ago.
Indian dailies and news channels said suspending all
flights was one option open to the board although this
could mean Jet would lose its operating license.

Business Standard quoted sources saying the airline
had only enough fuel to keep its seven remaining jets
running until yesterday afternoon. 

An official from the National Aviation Guild, the
union for Jet pilots, told AFP: “The airline is flying seven
planes right now. The minimum number to keep its
scheduled operations license.” Jet has been in a tailspin
for months. Its fleet has been cut from about 120 in
December. It has defaulted on loans and most staff
have not been paid for many months.

A consortium of lenders took control of Jet in
March, pledging to give $218 million of “immediate
funding support” as part of a debt resolution plan.

Goyal pulls out
The lenders met for several hours on Monday but

failed to agree on how to proceed. Later the State Bank
of India released a statement saying the banks were
trying to help Jet. “Cooperation by and support from all
the other stakeholders will be the key to the success of
the process,” it added.

The SBI-led consortium is trying to find a buyer for
Jet, which was until recently India’s second-biggest air-
line by market share. A deadline passed Friday for
prospective bidders to express an interest in acquiring
a 75 percent stake in the carrier.

Etihad Airways, which owns a 24 percent stake, has
reportedly submitted an expression of interest to buy a
controlling stake. The Press Trust of India news agency
reported yesterday that Jet founder Naresh Goyal had
pulled out of bidding, deciding not to try to retake con-
trol of the airline that he ran until last month. 

The SBI was expected to announce a shortlist of
prospective bidders later yesterday. They would then
have until April 30 to submit formal bids. A collapse of
Jet would deal a blow to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s pro-business reputation as he seeks a second
term in ongoing national elections. — AFP

MUMBAI: Vehicles (below) ply along a road adjacent to Jet Airways aircraft parked at the airport in Mumbai. —AFP
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.200
Euro 344.110
Sterling Pound 402.710
Canadian dollar 229.730
Turkish lira 54.990
Swiss Franc 307.200
US Dollar Buying 297.800

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.740
Indian Rupees 4.400
Pakistani Rupees 2.199
Srilankan Rupees 1.742
Nepali Rupees 2.742
Singapore Dollar 225.990
Hongkong Dollar 38.881
Bangladesh Taka 3.606
Philippine Peso 5.862
Thai Baht 9.592
Malaysian ringgit 78.056

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.441
Qatari Riyal 83.881
Omani Riyal 793.242
Bahraini Dinar 810.950
UAE Dirham 83.149

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.700

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe

British Pound 0.391471 0.405371
Czech Korune 0.005405 0.014705
Danish Krone 0.042063 0.047063
Euro 0. 336759 0.350459
Georgian Lari 0.112695 0.112695
Hungarian 0.000983 0.001173
Norwegian Krone 0.031793 0.036993
Romanian Leu 0.055374 0.072224
Russian ruble 0.004727 0.004727
Slovakia 0.009116 0.019116
Swedish Krona 0.028792 0.033792
Swiss Franc 0.296914 0.307914

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.209335 0.221335
New Zealand Dollar 0.199507 0.209007

America
Canadian Dollar 0.222208 0.231208
US Dollars 0.300650 0.305950
US Dollars Mint 0.301150 0.305950

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003027 0.003828

Chinese Yuan 0.043982 0.047482
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036781 0.039531
Indian Rupee 0.003817 0.004589
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000017 0.000023
Japanese Yen 0.002636 0.002816
Korean Won 0.000258 0.000273
Malaysian Ringgit 0.070705 0.076705
Nepalese Rupee 0.002681 0.003021
Pakistan Rupee 0.001510 0.002280
Philippine Peso 0.005835 0.006135
Singapore Dollar 0.219723 0.229723
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001400 0.001980
Taiwan 0.009749 0.009929
Thai Baht 0.009254 0.009804
Vietnamese Dong 0.00013 0.00013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.793785 0.810285
Egyptian Pound 0.017747 0.020347
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000210 0.000270
Jordanian Dinar 0.424927 0.433927
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021230 0.045230
Omani Riyal 0.785240 0.790920
Qatar Riyal 0.079417 0.084357
Saudi Riyal 0.080180 0.081480
Syrian Pound 0.001292 0.001512
Tunisian Dinar 0.096859 0.104859
Turkish Lira 0.046530 0.058030
UAE Dirhams 0.081547 0.083247
Yemeni Riyal 0.000991 0.001071

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate

US Dollar 304.840
Canadian Dollar 228.350
Sterling Pound 95.450
Euro 344.725
Swiss Frank 307.490
Bahrain Dinar 810.685
UAE Dirhams 83.400
Qatari Riyals 84.640
Saudi Riyals 82.185
Jordanian Dinar 431.245
Egyptian Pound 17.628
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.744
Indian Rupees 4.412
Pakistani Rupees 2.160
Bangladesh Taka 3.618
Philippines Pesso 5.851
Cyprus pound 18.135
Japanese Yen 3.725
Syrian Pound 1.595
Nepalese Rupees 2.758
Malaysian Ringgit 75.435
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.805

Thai Bhat 10.550
Turkish Lira 54.575
Singapore dollars 225.511

Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.594
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.226
Tunisian Dinar 105.240
Jordanian Dinar 431.200
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 0.204
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.434

Gulf Bank participates in ‘Strategic 
Management in Banking’ program

Program falls under KFAS’ ongoing partnership with INSEAD 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank is proud to announce its participation
in INSEAD’s ‘Strategic Management in Banking’ program
held at the Campus in Fontainebleau, France. The 10-day
residential program reinforces Gulf Bank’s commitment to
developing its human talent at the executive level to ensure
that they are abreast of the challenges, possibilities, and
more opportunities for growth in the banking sector. The
residential program was attended by Gulf Bank AGM,
Bader Al-Ali.

With the support of the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences’ (KFAS) and its’ aspirational role
in building Kuwaiti talent throughout the private sector
through their various partnerships with prestigious and
world-renowned business schools such as INSEAD to
support the banking sector. The focus of the ‘Strategic
Management in Banking’ program at INSEAD is to
explore the future of banking, developing new approaches
for strategy in an ever-changing global banking environ-
ment, and specifically aspires to derive the greatest advan-
tage from the growing tread of mastering big data espe-
cially when applied to digital banking avenues.
Commenting on Gulf Bank’s participation, Salma Al-Hajjaj,

General Manager Human
Resources, Gulf Bank com-
mented: “We have put in
place a strategy that focus
our efforts on developing
Executive Leadership. We
pride ourselves in contribut-
ing to the growth of oppor-
tunities for our national
manpower and firmly believe
in preparing them to lead.”
Further adding, “By invest-
ing in the knowledge and
capacity building of our
national manpower, we are

confident that we will continue to grow and open up more
employment opportunities for national manpower all the
while contributing to the growth of the local economy.”

In addition to participation in Executive Leadership
Programs, Gulf Bank offers a wide array of learning
and development programs across all levels of the
organization. 

China’s policy 
stimulus may 
worsen economic 
distortions: OECD
BEIJING: China’s stimulus measures will shore up
economic growth this year and next but may under-
mine the country’s drive to control debt and worsen
structural distortions over the medium term, the
OECD said in a report yesterday.

Beijing has stepped up fiscal stimulus to prevent a
sharper slowdown in the world’s second-largest
economy, which is being squeezed by weaker domes-
tic demand and a trade war with the United States.
Local governments will be allowed to issue 2.15 tril-
lion yuan ($320.60 billion) worth of special purpose
bonds in 2019 to fund infrastructure projects, a jump
of 59 percent from last year.

But S&P Global Ratings estimated last year that
local governments were already sitting on hidden
debt that could be as high as 40 trillion yuan.
“Infrastructure stimulus could lift growth over the
projection horizon, but it could lead to a further
build-up of imbalances and capital misallocation, and
thereby weaker growth in the medium term,” the
OECD said in its latest survey on China’s economy.

“The stimulus risks increasing once again corpo-
rate sector indebtedness and, more generally, revers-
ing progress in deleveraging,” it said. China’s corpo-
rate debt has fallen to about 160 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP) due to a multi-year clamp-
down on riskier types of financing and debt, but the
level was still higher than in other major economies,
the OECD said. The government in March announced
tax and fee cuts of 2 trillion yuan for companies this
year, which will lift its budget deficit to 2.8 percent of
GDP this year from 2.6 percent in 2018.

China’s fiscal stimulus could be as high as 4.25 per-
cent of GDP this year, up from 2.94 percent in 2018,
the OECD added. Easier monetary policy should help
reduce the risk of liquidity strains which could put
further pressure on businesses, said Ludger
Schuknecht, deputy secretary-general of the OECD.

But he said Beijing should prevent any policy
“overshooting”. Fiscal policy should aim to support
the economy while avoiding any side-effects, he
added. “I’m sure government authorities and the
PBOC are monitoring this carefully. It’s a matter of
implementing it (stimulus) in the right way,” he told an
event ahead of the release of the report. New bank
loans rebounded more than expected in March, and
totaled a record 5.8 trillion yuan for the quarter, as
policymakers pushed lenders to support struggling
smaller, private companies, which are seen as higher
credit risks than state-controlled firms.

But there are concerns that looser lending stan-
dards may fuel a further rise in bad loans as well as
inefficient investment and speculation, particularly in
the property market. Underscoring the OECD’s warn-
ing about debt risks, data yesterday showed growth
in new home prices accelerated in March after cool-
ing since November 2018. Average new home prices
in China’s 70 major cities rose 0.6 percent, quicken-
ing from a 0.5 percent gain in February, according to
Reuters calculation of data released by the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

Home prices in China are expected to rise more
this year than predicted just a few months ago, a
recent Reuters poll showed, as the government urges
banks to increase lending and lower interest rates to
support the economy. The People’s Bank of China
(PBOC) has already slashed banks’ reserve require-
ment ratio (RRR) five times over the past year and is
widely expected to ease policy further in coming
quarters to spur lending and reduce borrowing costs.

But top officials have repeatedly vowed not to
open the floodgates in an economy already saddled
with piles of debt - a legacy of massive stimulus dur-
ing the global financial crisis in 2008-09 and subse-
quent downturns. — Reuters

Salma Al-Hajjaj

Gulf Bank AGM Bader Al-Ali during the program

Bank of America 
reports higher 
profits, sees ‘solid’ 
US economy
NEW YORK:  Bank of America reported higher first-
quarter earnings on lower expenses and loan growth
yesterday, with executives describing US growth as
still solid. Net profits were $6.9 billion, up 5.8 percent
from the year-ago level.  Revenues fell by less than
one percent to $23.0 billion.

Earnings rose in consumer banking, the biggest
unit by revenue, thanks to increased net interest
income following several Federal Reserve interest rate
increases and higher loans. 

Profits also were higher in global banking and
global wealth and investment management, helping to
offset a decline in global markets, where Bank of
America was hit by a trading slowdown that has also
dented other large banks. Noninterest expenses fell
$618 million. Chief Financial Officer Paul Donofrio
described the cuts as “fairly broad-based” and

included areas such as marketing, litigation and tech-
nology initiatives.

Executives described US growth as “solid,” with
Donofrio pointing to forecasts that 2019 growth will
be in line with the average of the last eight years. “We
have demonstrated for years that Bank of America can

grow well in an economy that is just growing moder-
ately, even if it’s slowing,” Donofrio said.

The bank does not expect a recession in the fore-
seeable future, but Donofrio said it is well prepared
even if one hits.  Shares rose 0.2 percent to $29.90 in
pre-market trading. — AFP 

A sign Bank of America is seen on 3rd Avenue in New York City. — AFP

In Cotulla,
Texas, life rises
and falls with 
the price of oil 
COTULLA: Small town Cotulla, a self-pro-
claimed “hotel capital” in Texas oil country,
is riding high on the recent recovery in
crude prices.  But four years after an oil
bust left the town reeling, locals are wary
of repeating the same painful story.

With 24 hotels in a town of only 4,200
people, Cotulla lies on the road to the
Permian Basin, the world’s largest active oil
field, and to America’s largest oil export
terminal in Corpus Christi.

Convoys of trucks carrying crude or
sand, key to extracting shale oil, pass
through the town regularly. 

Their hurried activity stands in sharp
contrast to the somber string of chain
hotels, which greet visitors as they
approach the town of just five square kilo-
meters (1.9 square miles).

“Anyone who is new to Cotulla asks the
same question: why are there so many
hotels?” said Stephanie Patel, a manager at
a local 65-room La Quinta.

Cotulla’s central location, in the middle
of the Eagle Ford Shale oil field in South
Texas and near the Permian Basin, convert-
ed it to a necessary road stop for the oil
industry, but also for trade with Mexico,
thanks to its place on one of the nation’s
longest roads.

The I-35 Highway snakes 1,500 miles
(2,400 kilometers) north, linking the border
town of Laredo, Texas to Duluth,
Minnesota, near the Canadian border.
Cotulla recently grew even more reliant on
the fossil fuel industry with the construc-
tion of a pipeline on the outskirts of town
which will deliver oil from Eagle Ford to
Corpus Christi, 130 miles away.

‘Very crazy’ 
During the shale oil boom around 2010,

when the price of a barrel frequently
topped $100, the town center turned into
one big construction site. “It was very
crazy,” said City Administrator Larry
Dovalina. “People were practically planting
tents to stay in this area.” “Originally we
had probably the highest-priced Holiday
Inn Express in the US. It was charging
somewhere around $200 to $300 a room
and it was 100 percent occupied. You
couldn’t get a room if you wanted to.”

But in October 2014 but the oil bubble
burst as global production surpassed
demand. From more than $100 a barrel,
prices fell by half in just six months, bot-

toming out at $26 within a year. “The oil
industry came to a screeching halt,” said
Andy Lipow of Lipow Oil Associates.
Investments and workforces suffered
sweeping cuts, with the industries that
depended indirectly on oil, such as hotels
and restaurants, also bled dry.

Hotel occupancy and room rates in the
town tumbled, forcing one establishment
into bankruptcy. The contagion also hit the
Cotulla’s finances, with the local treasury
shrinking by a third and falling below

$400,000. It has since struggled to recov-
er and the average hotel room price fluctu-
ates between $80 and $100 and occupan-
cy rates are not what they used to be.

To avoid another collapse, Cotulla
wants to diversify, possibly into livestock
or building an airport.

“With this boom, we have seen many
million dollar hotels,” said Carl Childers,
who has lived in Cotulla for 50 years.
“Now, what will happen whenever it
leaves? That’s my only concern.” — AFP

COTLULLA: In Cotulla town center, a monument to the town’s founder, Joseph Cotulla. — AFP



WASHINGTON: US manufacturing output was
unchanged in March after two straight monthly
declines, leading to the largest quarterly decrease in
production since 2017.

The Federal Reserve said yesterday manufacturing
production last month was restrained by weak motor
vehicle and wood products output. Data for February
was revised up to show output at factories falling 0.3
percent instead of declining 0.4 percent as previously
reported. Economists polled by Reuters had forecast
manufacturing output edging up 0.1 percent in March.

Production at factories dropped at a 1.1 percent
annualized rate in the first quarter. That was the first
quarterly drop since the third quarter of 2017 and fol-
lowed a 1.7 percent pace of increase in the October-
December period. Motor vehicles and parts production
dropped 2.5 percent last month after increasing 2.3
percent in February. An inventory overhang in the auto-
mobile sector is weighing on production, contributing
to factory employment declining in March for the first
time since July 2017.

Excluding motor vehicles and parts, manufactur-
ing output rose 0.2 percent in March, lifted by
increases in the production of primary metals, and
computer and electronic products, after falling 0.5
percent in February. The outlook for the manufactur-
ing sector, which accounts for about 12 percent of
the economy, is cloudy.

A survey from the New York Fed on Monday
showed a measure of future business activity in New
York state dropped to a more than three-year low in
April, with companies downbeat about new orders and
shipments. Manufacturing is slowing as stimulus to

capital spending from last year’s $1.5 trillion tax cut
package diminishes. Activity is also being hobbled by a
trade war between the United States and China as well
as by last year’s surge in the dollar and softening global
economic growth, which are hurting exports.

The softness in manufacturing is in tandem with a
moderation in the broader economy. Gross domestic
product growth forecasts for the first quarter are
between a 1.6 percent and 2.3 percent annualized rate.
The economy grew at a moderate 2.2 percent rate in
the fourth quarter after expanding at a brisk 3.4 per-
cent pace in the July-September period.

The flat manufacturing output in March, together
with a 0.8 percent drop in mining, lead to a 0.1 percent
dip in industrial production. Industrial output edged up
0.1 percent in February. It fell at a 0.3 percent rate in
the first quarter after rising at a 4.0 percent pace in the
fourth quarter. Mining production was unchanged in
February. Oil and gas well drilling rebounded 0.3 per-
cent in March after tumbling 1.3 percent in February.
Utilities output gained 0.2 percent in March after surg-
ing 3.7 percent the prior month.

Capacity utilization for the manufacturing sector, a
measure of how fully firms are using their resources,
slipped to 76.4 percent last month, the lowest in a year,
from 76.5 percent in February. Overall capacity use for
the industrial sector fell to 78.8 percent from 79.0 per-
cent in February.

It is 1.0 percentage point below its 1972-2017 aver-
age. Officials at the Fed tend to look at capacity use
measures for signals of how much “slack” remains in
the economy - how far growth has room to run before
it becomes inflationary. — Reuters

Mining production drops 0.8%; utilities up

US manufacturing output 
flat as auto production falls
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US manufacturing production in March was restrained by weak motor vehicle and wood products output.

Turkish Airlines 
adds Marrakech
to its network
KUWAIT: Successfully completing its “Great
Move” process and transferring all of its pas-
senger operations to its new hub, Istanbul
Airport, Turkish Airlines now adds
Marrakech, tourist city of Morocco, to its
flight network. As the national flag carrier’s
first inaugural flight from its new home,
Marrakech became Turkish Airlines’ second
destination in Morocco while becoming its
308th destination globally. Starting on April
15th, Istanbul - Marrakech - Istanbul direct
flights will be commenced five days of a week
as Turkish Airlines reinforces its title of flying
to more international destinations than any
other airline. 

The inaugural flight from Istanbul Airport,
landed in Marrakech Menara Airport, was
welcomed by the customary water cannon
salute in a formal ceremony, to which attended
by the executives both from the global carrier
and Marrakech Menara Airport, and press
members as well. 

Commenting on this inaugural flight,
Turkish Airlines Chief Marketing Officer
(CMO), Ahmet Olmustur stated that; “With
Istanbul Airport, a new era has begun in the
global aviation. Our new operation center
offers an important opportunity for us to
develop our globally unparalleled flight net-
work performance even further. Thus, we are
working on new strategies to capitalize on this
opportunity. Marrakech will always hold a
special place for us as it is the first destination
we added from our new home. We are happy
to carry our passengers to this crimson city
with our privileged travel experience.”

Known as the “Crimson City” due to the
color of its soil, Marrakech offers tourists and
travelers the opportunity to experience the
entire allure of North Africa in a single loca-
tion. Bringing historical buildings, famous
mosques and colorful flower gardens together
at the foothills of Atlas Mountains, Marrakech
is well on its way to become one of the
favorite tourism centers of the world. As the
first capital of Morocco, whose name means
“Land of God” in the Berber language,
Marrakech’s streets are teeming with the his-
torical heritage of various cultures.

Passengers, travelling to Marrakech with
the privileged travel experience of Turkish
Airlines, will be able to visit various significant
locations for cultural tourism while experienc-
ing different activities such as nature and
wildlife tours. 

Markets rise 
on optimism 
over trade talks
LONDON: Global stock markets mainly
rose yesterday on optimism over trade
talks between Beijing and Washington,
with earnings results also heartening
investors.

“Equity markets in Europe are higher
as the positive move in Asia overnight has
rubbed off on European sentiment,” said
CMC Markets UK analyst David
Madden. “Firmer property prices in
China combined with continued optimism
surrounding the US-China trade talks
drove Chinese stocks higher. The bullish
sentiment spilled over to Europe.” Asian
equities rose, on the eve of vital Chinese
first-quarter economic growth data, as
investors brushed off a weak lead from
Wall Street on Monday.

High-level talks between China and the
United States aimed at ending their long-
running trade war are also being closely
followed, with most observers optimistic
they would reach a deal.

Both sides have sounded positive, and
expectations for a deal have been a key
driver of a rally in global markets this year
and in offsetting worries about the out-
look for the world economy. Wall Street
rose at the opening bell, with corporate
performance cheering investors. 

“US stocks are higher in early action,
courtesy of upbeat earnings results from
Dow members Johnson & Johnson and
UnitedHealth” said analysts at Charles

Schwab brokerage. Johnson & Johnson
shares climbed 1.6 percent after reporting
a 3.9 percent increase in operating rev-
enue in the first quarter, far outpacing its
earlier forecast for a nearly stagnant
2019. In Europe, London’s FTSE 100 won
0.6 percent, helped by news that British
employment has reached a record-high
level, shaking off uncertainty surrounding
Brexit.

And Frankfurt’s DAX 30 index climbed
0.7 percent to make it the best perform-
ing market in Europe, winning a boost
from rising investor confidence, dealers
said. A closely-watched German measure
of investor confidence has clambered
back into positive territory, data showed
Tuesday, pointing to a brighter outlook.
The ZEW institute’s barometer added 6.7
points for a reading of 3.1 in April, it said
after its regular monthly polling of around
200 financial players and analysts.

That was the first positive reading for
the indicator in just over a year, a period
in which threats to growth like Brexit,
trade wars and weakness in emerging
markets have plagued investors.

Key China data looms 
Investor focus turns now to China’s

economic growth figures on Wednesday,
which come after a number of upbeat
readings on the world’s number two
economy-including factory activity, infla-
tion, new loans and trade-that have given
some cause for optimism. “China has
implemented a huge amount of stimulus
into the economy more recently to deal
with the impact of trade wars and a gen-
eral synchronized slowdown,” said ana-
lyst Sam Buckingham at Thomas Miller
Investment. — AFPGerman investors 

see brighter 
outlook in April
FRANKFURT: A closely-watched measure
of investor confidence in Germany has clam-
bered back into positive territory, data
showed yesterday, pointing to a brighter out-
look ahead even as views of the present situ-
ation grew gloomier. The ZEW institute’s
barometer added 6.7 points for a reading of
3.1 in April, it said after its regular monthly
polling of around 200 financial players and
analysts.

It was the first positive reading for the

indicator in just over a year, a period in which
threats to growth like Brexit, trade wars and
weakness in emerging markets have plagued
investors.

The uptick “is based above all on hope
that the global economic context will develop
less badly than previously supposed,” ZEW
chief Achim Wambach said in a statement. “A
contribution to the improved expectations
will have come from the delay to the date of
Brexit” to October 31 at a European summit
last week, he added.

Export-oriented Germany has suffered
from a global trade slowdown and uncertain-
ty over possible new barriers to trade with
major markets in Britain and United States.
Brexit could create new hurdles where trade
with the island nation has so far been fric-
tionless. And US President Donald Trump has

threatened taxes on imports of European
cars if his own trade demands are not met.

Looking at other elements of the ZEW
survey, respondents’ expectations for the 19-
nation eurozone also pushed into the posi-
tive, adding 7.0 points for a reading of 4.5.

But financial players’ view of the present
state of both the German and eurozone
economies worsened. “The latest figures for
new orders and production in German
industry produce a picture of rather weak
development in the business situation,”
Wambach said.

German Economy Minister Peter
Altmaier is widely expected to present yes-
terday updates that further reduce the
forecasts for 2019 economic growth, after a
drastic 0.8-point cut in January to just 1.0
percent. — AFP 

EU lawmakers 
okay minimum 
rights for gig 
economy workers
STRASBOURG: The European
Parliament yesterday approved a law
setting minimum rights for workers in the
“gigeconomy”, a move that may benefit
Uber drivers, Deliveroo and Just Eat food
couriers and others. Gig workers are
usually treated as independent contrac-
tors with none of the employment rights
guarantees in more regular jobs, some-
thing the companies say gives flexibility
to all but which critics say often results in
exploitation.

The new rules will apply to those who
work a minimum of three hours per week

and 12 hours per four weeks on average,
including casual or short-term workers,
those who work on-demand and paid
trainees and apprentices. The rights
include informing workers about the work-
ing conditions such as duration and remu-
neration from day one.

Workers will also be able to refuse,
without consequences, an assignment out-
side predetermined hours or be compen-
sated if the assignment is not cancelled in
time. Employers will not be allowed to hin-
der workers from working for other com-
panies and will have to provide free
mandatory training. “All workers who have
been in limbo will now be granted mini-
mum rights thanks to this directive, and the
European Court of Justice rulings. From
now on no employer will be able to abuse
the flexibility in the labor market,” lawmak-
er Enrique Calvet Chambon from the
ALDE liberal group, said. EU governments,
which have agreed to the rules, will have
three years to enforce them. —Reuters

NEW YORK: A trader works ahead of the closing bell on the floor of the New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York City. — AFP
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NREC shareholders approve 10% 
stock dividends, elects board

Warba Bank 
announces 
5 winners of 
Al-Sunbula draw
KUWAIT: Warba Bank, “the Best investment Bank”
and “Best Corporate Bank” in Kuwait, held its weekly
Sunbula draw number 14. The draw announced the 5
lucky winners in the presence of representatives
from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and
bank officials.

The bank proudly announced the lucky 5 winners of
the KD 1000 prize: Mohammad Abdullah Saket Al-
Shammari, Ruma Sunil Bhuniya, Ekhlas Nafea
Mohammad Al-Dhafeeri, Ebtesam Ali Fadhel Elwan
and  Mohammad Habeeb Salman Al-Azmi.

Al-Sunbula both account and fixed deposits are the
perfect choices for customers who wish to save money
and achieve steady returns while at the same time have
the opportunity to win cash prizes throughout the
year. In line with the bank’s mission to develop and dif-
ferentiate its offerings, Warba Bank has enhanced its
Sunbula campaign for 2019 with more cash and prizes
reaching more than KD 1 million.

Warba Bank will continue its weekly draws for 5
winners of KD 1,000 each. What’s new in 2019 are the
“mega draws” which will be held every quarter to
reveal five winners, the 1st winner will get KD
100,000!  The four winners thereafter will each get the
latest Land Cruiser VXR. Furthermore, the final mega
draw held in January 2020 will feature 2 more Land
Cruiser VXRs!

As for the chances for winning, each customer is
eligible to enter the draw against each KD 10 in the
Sunbula Account.  Nevertheless, Sunbula Fixed
Deposit investors also get chances in the Sunbula
draws along with high expected returns that reach up
to 3.5 percent distributed either monthly or at maturity
upon the customer’s preference.

Furthermore, Warba Bank is leveraging on its
Customer Onboarding solution, in line with its ambi-
tious five-year strategy that enables non-Warba Bank
customers to request the opening of Al-Sunbula
account in a simple electronic manner without having
to visit the branch, through 5 simple steps in 5 minutes.
New customers will be able to request opening the
account at anytime, anywhere, through the new and
unique electronic system used to implement this serv-
ice. Representatives will then contact the customer to
determine the appropriate time to visit the branch to
get required signatures, verify the customer’s identity,
deliver his/her debit card, and activate the account. 

Company announces 22% increase in EBITDA for 2018
KUWAIT: National Real Estate Company (NREC) yester-
day held its annual general meeting of shareholders for the
financial year ended December 31, 2018, which approved
the Board recommendation to distribute 10 percent in
stock dividends and elected a new Board for the next three
years. 

Highlighting the Company’s operational and financial
milestones for the year, NREC Vice Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Faisal Jamil Sultan Al-Essa, said: “NREC
has reduced its debt by KD 49.7 million as part of its strat-
egy to strengthen its balance sheet in order to pursue new
opportunities in the region and diversify sources of oper-
ating cash flow in the next years. The Company also pro-
gressed in the development of its landmark projects in Abu
Dhabi and Grand Heights which will provide significant
returns to our Company once completed.”

NREC announced for the year 2018 an EBITDA of KD 25
million, up 22 percent from the previous year, while net profit
stood at KD 10.8 million. The total assets reached KD 478
million by year-end and shareholder’s equity attributable to
the Parent Company stood increased to KD 258 million. 

Sultan said: “The Company’s net debt to equity
decreased from 0.8 to 0.5, while our shareholder’s equity
increased as part of our commitment at the Company to
preserve our shareholders’ rights as proven by our track
record in over 40 years. The real estate industry is today a
challenging one and we believe at NREC that we have taken
the right conservative steps to maintain a healthy position.”

Developing projects 
NREC is currently developing two new projects. The

first, Reem Mall in Abu Dhabi is a major new retail,

leisure, dining and enter-
tainment destination that
comprises 450 stores and
has a confirmed tenant-mix
of leading retailers in the
region and world. The sec-
ond is Grand Heights in
Egypt, a residential devel-
opment that covers 1.5 mil-
lion square meters and
caters to the housing needs
of a growing population in

Cairo and its suburban areas. 

Earnings in 2018
● EBITDA: KD 25 million, up 22 percent
● Net profit: KD 10.8 million
● Shareholder’s equity: KD 258 million, up from KD

227 million
● Net debt to equity ratio: 0.5, down from 0.8
● Debt reduction by 28 percent
Established in 1973 and listed on Boursa Kuwait,

National Real Estate Company (NREC) is a real estate
investment, development and property manager based
in the Middle East and North Africa, developing assets
exceeding USD 2 billion. The Company’s portfolio com-
prises a mix of retail, commercial and residential prop-
erties in the region. In addition to its core real estate
business, NREC is the largest shareholder with a 22.3
percent share in Agility Public Warehousing Company
K.S.C.P. which is one of the top ten logistics companies
in the world. 

For selfie aficionados, 
Huawei introduces 
Huawei P30 Lite
KUWAIT: Positioned as the stylish flagship line-up, the
Huawei P Series recently welcomed a new entry to the
family. Exuding the same classy design, the Huawei P30
Lite is a real treat to the eyes. But it’s far from being just a
charmer; powered by Huawei’s innovative technologies
including a triple-camera system,  Huawei P30 Lite deliv-
ers a highly compelling user experience as well. AI also
plays a role in the rear camera system to tactfully manipu-
late light and shadows to produce absolutely gorgeous
masterpieces, while the 32MP AI Selfie Superstar front
camera lets even amateur photographers capture frame-
worthy, poster-quality selfies.

A marriage of art and technology
Since its inception, the Huawei P Series has always

been about driving one message to consumers: A smart-
phone can be beautifully crafted, lightweight, while
simultaneously provide an outstanding photography
experience. An expression of the DNA of the Huawei P
Series, Huawei P30 Lite brings technology and art
together to deliver a photography experience that rivals
even DSLR cameras, without needing the assistance of
external accessories. 

One of the most exciting features of the Huawei P30
Lite is its 32MP AI Selfie Superstar Camera. With a
Huawei P30 Lite in hand, consumers command a profes-
sional team of virtual stylists, comprising makeup artists,

gaffers and photographers, who will follow them wherev-
er they go. Raise the Huawei P30 Lite, and they can take
studio-quality images with a tap of a button. From chis-
eled jawlines, bright eyes to tall noses, every selfie looks
better with Huawei P30 Lite’s 32MP selfie camera.
Details are not lost regardless of magnification-anyone
can look like a star through the lens of the latest
Huawei P30 Lite smartphone.

The Huawei P30 Lite is equipped with a triple camera
system that includes an ultra-wide angle lens plus main
and secondary cameras. The main camera is a 24MP cam-
era with a f/1.8 wide aperture lens that allows for greater
light sensitivity. The third, ultra-wide angle 8MP camera
supports a field of view of up to 120 degrees-twice of
that of conventional cameras-allowing users to capture
clearer photos and do so with a wider perspective. For
less favorable lighting conditions such as when there is
too much or too little light, or when the light source is illu-
minating the subject from the back, users make take
advantage of Super Night Mode, which automatically
adjusts the settings to compensate for the suboptimal
lighting. With it, users can chronicle their lives with their
smartphones at any time of the day.

An exquisite look
The elegant design of the Huawei P30 Lite represents

Huawei’s commitment to understanding aesthetics. Every
minute detail is meticulously engineered to perfection, and
every facet is a reflection of the Huawei P30 Lite’s under-
stated, but absolute confidence. It is equipped with a 6.15-
inch Dewdrop display. The unobtrusive, miniaturized notch
gives the display a massive 84.1 percent screen-to-body
ratio, and lets it naturally connect with the frame to form
perfectly rounded edges that make caressing the device a
true pleasure. 

Huawei P30 Lite also adopts a next-generation color

manufacturing process. The gradient effect now gets a new
mesmerizing sheen, making the device closer to an actual
piece of art than ever before. Available in Midnight Black,
Pearl White and Peacock Blue, Huawei P30 Lite offers a
choice of three colorways what invokes imagination of its
users. Stunningly unique, the Huawei P30 Lite is a category
of its own, representing best-in-class industrial design.

Powerful Software and Hardware 
to Deliver Stress-Free Gaming and Entertainment

Underneath its beautiful appearance, the    Huawei P30
Lite is equipped with powerful hardware and software. In
terms of hardware, it features the Kirin 710 system on a
chip and a massive 128GB storage device. As for software,
the device runs on the EMUI 9.0.1 operating system.
Combined, they ensure the smoothest, smartest user expe-
rience for any scenario.

Today’s youth are more dynamic than any of the gener-
ations that come before them. Aimed at catering to this
audience, Huawei P30 Lite offers a novel AI Video
Ringtone feature. With it, users may set videos, as
opposed to just audio, as their ringtones. It supports a
range of formats, including short clips downloaded from
the popular app Tik Tok. 

In view of the rise of mobile gaming, Huawei P30 Lite
also features an upgraded version of GPU Turbo. This
groundbreaking innovation greatly enhances GPU per-
formance while simultaneously lowering the power con-
sumption of games. This means users can game with bet-
ter, smoother graphics and for longer periods of time
between charges.  Huawei P30 Lite is Huawei’s third foray
into triple-camera smartphones, following the    Huawei
P20 Pro and the Huawei Mate 20 Series. Featuring innova-
tive AI technology, premium design and powerful perform-
ance, the Huawei P30 Lite is a worthy new addition to the
Huawei P Series. 

KUWAIT: Faisal Jamil Sultan Al-Essa (second left) addresses the annual general assembly meeting yesterday.

China probes Sweden’s 
Ericsson over licensing
BEIJING: Swedish telecom giant Ericsson said yesterday
that China’s market regulator was investigating the com-
pany over licensing issues as countries around the world
prepare to roll out the next generation of mobile networks.
China’s State Administration of Market Regulation is
investigating the firm due to complaints against its intel-
lectual property rights licensing in China, a spokesperson
for Ericsson told AFP.

The telecom gear maker earns about seven percent of its
revenue in China, according to its 2018 annual report. China’s
market regulator dispatched roughly 20 investigators to raid
Ericsson’s Beijing office on Friday, the Wall Street Journal
reported earlier, citing a person familiar with the matter.

“Ericsson is fully cooperating with the investigation and
will refrain from further comments while it is ongoing,” a
spokesperson for the company said in an emailed state-
ment. Ericsson and its US-based competitor Qualcomm
own a large portion of patents connected to 3G and 4G
mobile networks and devices and have come under fire for
the high licensing royalties they charge.  Qualcomm in
2015 agreed to pay a 6.1 billion yuan (nearly $1 billion) fine
and said it would modify its business practices in China to
end an official anti-trust investigation triggered after
unnamed industry players complained the firm was abus-
ing its market dominance to charge high prices. — AFP

Gold promise offers at 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
KUWAIT: Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, one among the
largest jewellery retailers
globally with a strong retail
network of 250 outlets
spread across the globe
has announced the much
awaited festive season
offer, ‘Gold Promise’ giving
a chance for the customers
to win assured gold coins
with Gold & Diamond
Jewellery purchases. In
Kuwait, The offer is starting
from 17th April, and will be
spanning till 11th May, 2019.
Also, the company has
unveiled the latest Festive
Jewellery collection in gold,
diamond and precious gem
jewellery featuring the most
eye-catching and unique trends bound to captivate the customers.
The ‘Gold Promise’ by Malabar Gold & Diamonds gives unmatched
chances for the customers to win gold coins with their gold & dia-
mond jewellery purchases. Customers can win a guaranteed gold coin
or up to 100 gold coins instantly on purchase of gold jewellery worth
KWD 200 via ‘Scratch & Win’ coupons. Adding to the above, cus-
tomers also get two gram gold coin on diamond jewellery purchase of
KWD 400 and a one gram gold coin on purchase of diamond jew-
ellery worth KWD 250. 

Also, customers will have a great opportunity to get protected
from the increasing gold rate by just paying 10 percent of the
entire amount on the selected gold jewellery. This offer is valid until
7th  May only. The customers also get a fabulous chance to buy 8
gm gold coins with absolutely no making charges from any of
Malabar Gold & Diamonds outlets during this period. Furthermore,
customers can avail the zero deduction offer on 22K (GCC) gold
jewellery exchange as well. Above offers are valid at their outlets in
Kuwait until 11th May only.  

The latest jewellery collection launched in celebration of the
festive season includes both traditional and contemporary designs
in 18 and 22K gold, diamond and precious gem jewellery and are
guaranteed to suit the tastes of their multicultural and multinational
customers. Malabar Gold & Diamonds has incorporated these
designs as a part of various brands presented at Malabar Gold &
Diamonds’ namely Ethnix - Handcrafted Designer Jewellery, Era -
Uncut Diamond Jewellery, Mine - Diamonds Unlimited, Divine-
Indian Heritage Jewellery, Precia - Gem Jewellery and Starlet -
Kids jewellery. 

China’s home 
prices rise faster 
in March amid 
lending surge
BEIJING:  New home prices in China grew slightly
faster in March after growth slowed the previous
month, putting a floor under the cooling market, as
Beijing rolled out stimulus to boost the economy.

The sector’s solid growth could cushion the
impact of a vigorous multi-year government crack-
down on debt and escalating trade tensions with
the United States, although some analysts say bub-
ble risks are rising as prices continue to climb.
Average new home prices in China’s 70 major cities
rose 0.6 percent in March, quickening from a 0.5
percent gain in February, according to Reuters cal-
culation of data released by the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) yesterday.

On the whole, it logged the 47th straight month
of price increases. Most of the 70 cities surveyed
by the NBS reported monthly price increases for
new homes, and the number climbed sharply to 65
from 57 in February. On an annual basis, home
prices rose 10.6 percent in March, the highest since
April 2017, and also accelerating from a 10.4 per-
cent gain in February.

Consumer and business confidence have slipped
in recent quarters in the face of slowing economic
activity and the Sino-US trade dispute, as growth
in the world’s second-biggest economy slumped to
near three-decade lows last year. As banks loosen
lending standards and lower mortgage rates, buy-
ers are returning to the market in anticipation of
bigger price gains.

“Under the loosening credit policy, buyers are
now rushing into the market for fear of missing out
as some cities have experienced large price
declines in the previous months,” said Zhang
Dawei, an analyst with Hong Kong-based
Centaline, a property consultancy.

More gains likely
Home prices in China are expected to rise more

this year than predicted just a few months ago, a
recent Reuters poll showed, as the government
urges banks to raise lending and lower interest
rates to support the economy. Policymakers have
been walking a tight rope between loosening some
existing curbs and flushing out speculators in a

market that directly influences 40 other business
sectors in China and is key to tempering the eco-
nomic slowdown.

But critics say Beijing’s pledge to defuse prop-
erty speculation might have been compromised as
banks issued far more loans in March than expect-
ed, heeding the government’s call to support strug-
gling smaller companies and shore up the economy.

Medium- to long-term new household loans,
mostly mortgages, totalled 460.5 billion yuan
($68.6 billion) in March, according to Reuters cal-
culations based on central bank data, up sharply
from 222.6 billion yuan the previous month. Tier-3
cities mainly led the firming streak in March.
Home prices in those cities rose 0.7 percent from
the preceding month, accelerating from 0.4 per-
cent in February, the statistics bureau said in a
statement accompanying the data.

The Chinese city of Dandong, which lies on the
border with North Korea, was the top price per-
former in the month, with prices increasing 1.9 per-
cent on a monthly basis.

Price growth in China’s four top-tier cities -
Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Guangzhou - rose
0.2 percent from a month earlier, slowing from a
0.3 percent gain in February. While prices in tier-2
cities, which include most of the larger provincial
capitals, increased 0.6 percent in March on a
monthly basis, compared with a 0.7 percent gain
previously.

More recently, China’s state planner announced
a scheme this month to ease residency curbs in
small cities, amid a renewed push to accelerate
urbanization, which many analysts say would
enable more out-of-towners to buy properties in
the city, boosting property demand. — Reuters

This photo taken on Sunday shows a Chinese
employee checking newly-made tanker trucks at a
factory in Zouping in China’s eastern Shandong
province.  — AFP
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LONDON: Activists dressed in costume stand atop a bus shelter on Waterloo Bridge as they demon-
strate on the second day of an environmental protest by the Extinction Rebellion group. — AFP 

FRANKFURT: Rene-Christopher Wollmann, head of
Mercedes-AMG’s 2.75 million euros Project One supercar
program, has moved to a job at Automobili Pininfarina in a
sign that innovation in high end electric sports cars is
shifting toward small start-ups. Wollman’s move, which has
not been made public, comes at a time when big carmak-
ers, like Volkswagen and Mercedes, have been blindsided
by stricter and costly emissions tests, forcing them to
focus resources on mainstream electric models and on
cleaning up their combustion engines.

Meanwhile advances in virtual engineering allow even
small teams of engineers to develop roadworthy vehicles
using software to design, engineer and test prototypes.
This dynamic has already helped Tesla and China’s Nio
steal a march on much larger rivals in the premium electric
sports car segment. “Large companies take time to trans-
form. And I am good at hypercars. I just did Project One,
and now this opportunity came,” 37-year-old Wollmann
told Reuters about his reason for joining Automobili
Pininfarina, a Munich-based electric carmaker that
launched last year.

Project One, which has a modified Formula One engine,
was due to go on sale this year but has been delayed by
problems getting road worthiness certification following
the introduction of WLTP emissions test standards,
according to sources familiar with the matter. Premium or
high-performance electric sports cars are equivalent to
the Ferraris and Lamborghinis of the conventional auto
world. These so-called supercars can cost anything from
about $100,000 up into the millions of dollars and include
Tesla’s upcoming Roadster Founder Series, which will sell
for over $200,000 and the Rimac Concept Two, priced in
the region of $2 million.

The emerging role of start-ups in the development of
the premium electric market harks back to an era over a
century ago when talented engineers like Gottlieb Daimler
and Ferdinand Porsche were able to launch sports car
brands on modest budgets. Players leading the way
include the likes of Automobili Pininfarina, Croatia’s Rimac,
China’s Nio and Italian engineering shop Italy’s
Maniffatura Automobili Torino (MAT). But because of the
high initial investment needed, with no guarantee of suc-
cess in a niche market, boutique supercar manufacturers
face significant risks if they try to develop more than one
vehicle or shift to becoming mainstream carmakers.

400 km/hour
Wollmann was hired because he also helped develop an

electric version of the AMG SLS for AMG Mercedes, a
skill that will help Automobili Pininfarina, owned by India’s
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, develop its own zero-emis-
sions vehicle. “I did the first electric hypercar for AMG so
this was the perfect fit,” he said.

Since its 2018 launch, Automobili Pininfarina has hired a
raft of top-flight German engineers. Christian Jung,
Porsche’s chief engineer of E-Mobility systems, and Peter
Tutzer, a former technical director at supercar brand
Bugatti, are part of the team. They are designing the
“Battista”, an electric supercar with a top speed of at least
300 km an hour and acceleration from 0 to 100 in under
two seconds. Around 150 will be built, costing 2 million
pounds each, the company said.

“Rene Wollmann came to us because he said it was dif-
ficult to realise projects like these at a large company,”
Michael Perschke, Automobili Pininfarina’s Chief Executive
told Reuters. Another start-up electric carmaker, Rimac,
will provide the Battista’s electric motor and battery pack.
Rimac has built up expertise in high-performance electric
vehicle powertrain and battery systems. It already has 500
developers in Croatia and made an electric sportscar
capable of speeds of 400 km an hour.

Its expertise led Porsche to take a 10 percent stake in
the carmaker last year. “Powertrains with 700 kilowatts of
capacity are a niche product. Porsche focuses on the high
volume stuff. They don’t have the capacity to deal with
every niche,” 31-year-old company founder Mate Rimac
told Reuters.

‘Not all in’
There are two ways to make battery-driven vehicles: to

use a clean-sheet design like Tesla, or to take a conven-
tional vehicle platform that can also accommodate an
electric version. For now, Daimler and VW have taken the
latter approach, building electric cars on the same assem-
bly line as their conventional vehicles, allowing them to
scale up production without having to build dedicated
electric car factories.

VW has however started development of a fully dedi-
cated electric car, the ID, which is due to hit showrooms
next year. Daimler engineers say the trend towards multi-
powertrain platforms is likely to persist thanks to improve-

ments in battery technology which allow even multi-pow-
ertrain designs to spawn electric cars with an operating
range of over 400 km.

But critics counter that combustion-engine cars have
less space for large batteries, resulting in vehicles with a
compromised design that have a shorter operating range
than cars designed as electric cars from the ground up.
“Eight years later and Tesla still has the better car than the
Audi E-Tron, or the Mercedes EQC,” Rimac said. “It is not
because the Germans are stupid. It is because they are not
‘all-in’. They work from the basis of the combustion engine
toward electrification. I started electric only.”

Start-up carmakers are better able to compete with
large established players thanks to advances in virtual
engineering and the prevalence of consulting firms that
specialize in software and IT systems, like Germany’s
Ferchau Engineering and Italy’s Danisi Engineering.

Automobili Pininfarina is testing the effectiveness of its
advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS) virtually,
using a driving simulator program provided by Modena-
based Danisi, drastically cutting down development and
fine-tuning costs.

“You do 80 percent of chassis development this way
and reduce development time by six to eight months. The
rest is validation and fine tuning,” Automobili Pininfarina’s
chief product officer Paolo Dellacha said. Before joining
the start-up carmaker, Dellacha held various testing and
engineering roles at Ferrari, Maserati and Alfa Romeo.
Meanwhile Daimler’s AMG Project One, launched in
September 2017, with 1,000 horsepower and a top speed
exceeding 350 km an hour, will not reach customers until
next year. “There are some details we need to sort out
with the vehicles,” AMG spokesman Jochen Uebler said,
when asked about the certification problems. — Reuters  

In quest for electric supercars, 
engineers head to start-ups

Big carmakers focused on mainstream electric models, emissions

SHANGHAI: A model stands beside an Icona Nucleus self-driving electric vehicle concept on the opening day of
the Shanghai Auto Show. — AFP  

New limbs, new life
for South Sudan
amputees
JUBA: Stephen, 12, romps confidently around the sunlit
courtyard, weaving in between wheelchair-bound patients
as he plays with the other children, his prosthetic leg barely
a hindrance. When he was five years old, the car he and his
family were travelling in hit a landmine in South Sudan’s
northern town of Bentiu. His grandmother was killed. His left
leg was shattered and had to be amputated.

Stephen was flown to a physical rehabilitation centre run
by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in
Juba, which serves both as a prosthetics factory and a hos-
pital for patients coming from all around the country to be
fitted with new limbs. “It helped me to go to school,”
Stephen says shyly, pointing to his artificial leg. After
receiving his first prosthesis in 2013, war prevented Stephen
from being able to return for new fittings every six months
as recommended. 

When he finally made it to the centre this month, his
prosthesis was far too short. South Sudan’s five-year-long
civil war has left possibly tens of thousands of people with-
out limbs — a toll that may never be accurately established.
Approximately 60 percent of the patients who come to the
Juba centre — one of three in the country — have gunshot-
related injuries and disabilities, according to the ICRC.

But much of the country faces limited access to health-
care, a result of fighting or simply a lack of infrastructure,
with roads typically being utterly impassable during the
rainy season. Many limbs are amputated for no other reason
than lack of treatment. “A simple injury or fracture that
could be treated easily in most countries... can result in
infections here which result in an amputation because of
problems with healthcare,” said ICRC prosthetic specialist
Regis Tiffeneau. “The large majority of patients are affected
by the war in one way or the other.”

Others became disabled by polio, rickets — linked to
malnutrition — or other diseases that have been eliminated
in so many other parts of the world.

Lack of access 
In the factory, plaster is slapped on models of legs

whirring on machines as workers shape them and then
slather them in dark brown plastic. Workshop manager
Emmanuel Loubari said that the prosthesis can be made

within a day of a patient being measured and a cast taken.
Last year the centre made 580 prosthetic limbs, with the
cost of all treatment borne by the ICRC.

But many challenges face patients who need to get fit-
tings. “We have a lot of patients who are supposed to be fit-
ted, but they cannot have access to the centre,” Loubari
said. In South Sudan, roads are so bad that the ICRC relies
on a fleet of planes and helicopters to bring patients to hos-
pitals and the physical rehabilitation centers. In the rainy
season, it can be hard to land in many remote locations.

Bringing people from across the country, injured in fight-
ing mostly of an ethnic nature, brings its own problems.
“They come here, they are traumatized, most of them are
injured by gunshots and mines,” said social worker James
Soma. “We talk to them about forgiveness.” He said an
argument had broken out the previous day in which one
patient accused another of targeting her because of her
tribe, and said she would “bring one of my relatives and
shoot you all.”

Toddlers shot on mothers’ backs 
For those who have used a prosthesis before, like

Stephen, it takes only two or three days before they are
ready to go home. But for new patients it can take a few
weeks. Other patients at the centre currently include a
young man with severe scoliosis — a curved spine — who
was being taken to school in a wheelbarrow until he was
brought in to get a customized wheelchair.

Another was bitten by a snake and was not treated for
almost two weeks, so his leg had to be amputated. “We
have a lot of children coming in,” said physiotherapist
Oketta Robert Kanyara. “We have five children in the cen-
tre, shot in different styles... We have children shot while
tied to their mothers’ backs.”

Five-year-old Laytol was probably bitten by a snake. Her
mother comes from the Murle people, and the doctors have
difficulty understanding the language. But they believe her
leg “could probably have been saved” if she had got help in
time. Laytol is trying out her new leg for the first time, bal-
ancing herself calmly between two metal bars. Kanyara, the
physiotherapist, said training children requires using games,
as they do not understand the idea of shifting their weight
and struggle to follow instructions.

But progress can be made. When the physiotherapist
started work with Stephen, the boy who lost his leg in a
landmine in 2013, the challenges were many. “It was very,
very difficult,” Kanyara said. “You tell him to do weight
bearing, but he starts crying, so you have to go slowly.”
Little Laytol took to her new leg more quickly. “She is very
good,” Kanyara said. “She is fitted today, and she is not cry-
ing. She is walking.” — AFP 

Europe voters urged 
to mobilize behind 
child climate activists
STRASBOURG: Sweden’s teenage activist Greta
Thunberg yesterday urged Europeans to vote in next
month’s elections on behalf of young people like her who
cannot yet cast ballots but demand decisive action against
climate change. During a visit to the European Parliament
in the French city of Strasbourg, Thunberg, 16, told a press
conference that time is running out to stop the ravages of
global warming.

“I think it is essential to vote in the European Union
election,” Thunberg said when asked about the May 23-26
elections for a new European Parliament. “I’m not going to
vote in the European election because I can’t,” she said,
because she is too young to vote in Sweden. “Therefore
it’s especially important for those who actually can vote to
give us that in order to speak on behalf of people like me
who are going to be affected very much by this crisis,”
Thunberg said in fluent but halting English.

Following a meeting with European Parliament
President Antonio Tajani, Thunberg urged voters to use
the opportunity to “influence the decisions” on climate
taken by elected and appointed officials. “We still have an
open window that is not going be open for long in which
we can act,” she said. “So we need to take that opportuni-
ty to do something and they (politicians) should do some-
thing.”

During a visit to Brussels in February, Thunberg urged
the EU to double its ambition for greenhouse gas cuts,
upping its target from 40 percent to 80 percent by 2030.
Under the 2015 Paris deal to limit global warming to well
below 2 degrees Celsius, the 28-nation EU has pledged to
cut greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40 percent by
2030, compared to 1990. EU officials are now talking of
increasing the figure to 45 percent.

The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change
(IPCC) has said warming is on track toward an unlivable
3C or 4C rise, and avoiding global chaos will require a
major transformation. Thunberg, who is due to speak to a
parliamentary committee in the afternoon, has inspired
tens of thousands of children worldwide to boycott classes
to draw attention to climate change. A demonstration call-
ing attention to climate change is due to take place later
Tuesday in Strasbourg before the parliament. — AFP 

JUBA: An amputee walks with the aid of crutches and a pros-
thetic leg inside the physical rehabilitation centre run by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). — AFP 

On Saturn’s moon
Titan, plentiful 
lakeside views, but
with liquid methane
WASHINGTON: Scientists on Monday provided the
most comprehensive look to date at one of the solar
system’s most exotic features: prime lakeside property
in the northern polar region of Saturn’s moon Titan - if
you like lakes made of stuff like liquid methane. Using
data obtained by NASA’s Cassini spacecraft before that
mission ended in 2017 with a deliberate plunge into
Saturn, the scientists found that some of frigid Titan’s
lakes of liquid hydrocarbons in this region are surpris-
ingly deep while others may be shallow and seasonal.

Titan and Earth are the solar system’s two places
with standing bodies of liquid on the surface. Titan
boasts lakes, rivers and seas of hydrocarbons: com-
pounds of hydrogen and carbon like those that are
the main components of petroleum and natural gas.
The researchers described landforms akin to mesas
towering above the nearby landscape, topped with
liquid lakes more than 300 feet deep comprised
mainly of methane. The scientists suspect the lakes
formed when surrounding bedrock chemically dis-
solved and collapsed, a process that occurs with a
certain type of lake on Earth.

The scientists also described “phantom lakes” that
during wintertime appeared to be wide but shallow
ponds - perhaps only a few inches (cm) deep - but
evaporated or drained into the surface by springtime,
a process taking seven years on Titan. The findings
represented further evidence about Titan’s hydrolog-
ical cycle, with liquid hydrocarbons raining down
from clouds, flowing across its surface and evaporat-

ing back into the sky. This is comparable to Earth’s
water cycle.

Because of Titan’s complex chemistry and distinc-
tive environments, scientists suspect it potentially
could harbor life, in particular in its subsurface ocean
of water, but possibly in the surface bodies of liquid
hydrocarbons. “Titan is a very fascinating object in
the solar system, and every time we look carefully at
the data we find out something new,” California
Institute of Technology planetary scientist Marco
Mastrogiuseppe said.

Titan, with a diameter of 3,200 miles (5,150 km), is
the solar system’s second largest moon, behind only
Jupiter’s Ganymede. It is bigger than the planet
Mercury. “Titan is the most Earth-like body in the
solar system. It has lakes, canyons, rivers, dune fields
of organic sand particles about the same size as silica
sand grains on Earth,” Johns Hopkins University
Applied Physics Laboratory planetary scientist
Shannon MacKenzie said. — Reuters 
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Global measles cases up 300 
percent year-on-year: WHO

GENEVA: Measles cases rose 300 percent
worldwide through the first three months of
2019 compared to the same period last year, the
UN said Monday, as concern grows over the
impact of anti-vaccination stigma. Measles,
which is highly contagious, can be entirely pre-
vented through a two-dose vaccine, but the
World Health Organization (WHO) has in recent
months sounded the alarm over slipping vacci-
nation rates. 

“Preliminary global data shows that reported
cases rose by 300 percent in the first three
months of 2019, compared to the same period in
2018. This follows consecutive increases over
the past two years,” it said in a statement.
“While this data is provisional and not yet com-
plete, it indicates a clear trend. Many countries
are in the midst of sizeable measles outbreaks,
with all regions of the world experiencing sus-
tained rises in cases,” it added.

The agency noted that only about one in 10
actual measles cases are reported, meaning the
early trends for 2019 likely underestimate the
severity of the outbreaks. So far this year, 170
countries have reported 112,163 measles cases
to WHO. At this time last year, 163 countries had
reported 28,124 cases.

Unvaccinated ‘clusters’ 
Measles — an airborne infection causing

fever, coughing and rashes that can be deadly in
rare cases — had been officially eliminated in
many countries with advanced healthcare sys-
tems. But the so-called anti-vax movement —
driven by fraudulent claims linking the MMR vac-
cine against measles, mumps and rubella, and a
risk of autism in children — has gained traction.

Repeated studies — the most recent involv-
ing more than 650,000 children monitored for
more than a decade — have shown that there is
no such link. But according to WHO, global cov-
erage for the first vaccine dose has been
“stalled” at 85 percent, while 67 percent of peo-
ple have received the second dose. The provi-
sional 2019 data shows that cases have spiked
“in countries with high overall vaccination cov-
erage, including the United States,” WHO
warned.  “The disease has spread fast among
clusters of unvaccinated people,” it added. 

New York’s mayor declared a public health
emergency in parts of Brooklyn last week, after
a measles outbreak emerged in an ultra-
Orthodox Jewish community, where some had
resisted vaccination on religious grounds. Calls
have mounted in several countries to make

measles vaccinations mandatory, including in
Germany. Australia earlier this month launched a
major education campaign to encourage resi-
dents to get vaccinated. Turning the tide against
measles will require “effective public-facing
communication and engagement on the critical
importance of vaccination, and the dangers of
the diseases they prevent,” WHO said. 

While WHO has identified the junk science
behind anti-vax propaganda as a public health
threat, the data highlighted that measles still hits
hardest in unstable countries with weak health
systems. The most dramatic rise in cases
through the early part of the year was reported
in Africa, which has weaker vaccination cover-
age than other regions. Africa saw a 700-per-
cent increase compared to last year.

At least 800 children have died from measles
since September in Madagascar, where rampant
malnutrition and a historically poor vaccine rate
are driving the world’s worse current outbreak.
In conflict-scarred Yemen cases shot up more
than 300 percent in 2018 compared to 2017.
Venezuela, where the disease was once con-
tained, has also seen tens of thousands of cases
as the country’s economic and political crises
continue to push the healthcare system to the
brink of collapse. — AFP 

NEW YORK: In this file photo taken on April 6, 2019 shows nurses waiting for patients
at the Rockland County Health Department in Haverstraw, Rockland County. — AFP 
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CROSSWORD 2185

ACROSS
1. The compass point that is one point west

of due south.
4. The condition of having no arms.
12. A person active in party politics.
15. A constellation in the southern hemi-

sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
16. Underworld organizations.
17. South American wood sorrel cultivated

for its edible tubers.
18. Capital and largest city of Iraq.
20. A rechargeable battery with a nickel

cathode and a cadmium anode.
21. The smallest multiple that is exactly

divisible by every member of a set of
numbers.

22. American novelist (1909-1955).
23. The smallest detectable sensation.
25. A thrusting blow with a knife.
28. A reason for wanting something done.
29. God of love and erotic desire.
30. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
32. Thickening of tissue in the motor tracts

of the lateral columns and anterior
horns of the spinal cord.

33. (combining form) Former.
35. A tricycle (usually propelled by ped-

alling).
38. A small pellet fired from an air rifle or

BB gun.
41. (zoology) Pertaining to alulae.
44. A rounded thickly curled hairdo.
46. Of or relating to or characteristic of

Corsica or its people.
48. A close friend who accompanies his

buddies in their activities.
50. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
51. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
52. Of or relating to or characteristic of the

Republic of Chad or its people or lan-
guage.

53. A genus of Nymphalidae.
55. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in

balls.
57. Having been read.
59. To a severe or serious degree.
62. An executioner who hangs the con-

demned person.
66. Relating to of containing or affecting

blood.
70. A hostel for pilgrims in Turkey.
73. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
74. An narrative telling the adventures of a

hero or a family.
75. Language of the people of Cebu in the

Philippines.
77. A republic in central Europe.
78. United States humorist who wrote

about rural life (1818-1885).
79. Short-tailed Old World burrowing

rodent with large cheek pouches.
80. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit

juice.

DOWN
1. A island in the Netherlands Antilles that

is the top of an extinct volcano.
2. (informal) Exceptionally good.
3. A recompense for worthy acts or retri-

bution for wrongdoing.
4. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-

cially in Turkey).

5. Having undesirable or negative qualities.
6. A radioactive gaseous element formed

by the disintegration of radium.
7. Be fully aware or cognizant of.
8. The highest point of anything conceived

of as growing or developing or unfold-
ing.

9. A diacritical mark (an inverted circum-
flex) placed above certain letters (such
as c) to indicate pronunciation.

10. Complacently or inanely foolish.
11. A condition (mostly in boys) character-

ized by behavioral and learning disor-
ders.

12. Music performed for dancing the polka.
13. English scholastic philosopher and

assumed author of Occam's Razor
(1285-1349).

14. A genus of Lamnidae.
19. True confidential information.
24. Jordan's port.
26. Verse in the meter used in Greek and

Latin poetry consisting of strophes of
4 tetrametric lines.

27. A bachelor's degree in architecture.
31. Load anew with ammunition, "She

reloaded the gun carefully".
34. A logarithmic unit of sound intensity.
36. Goddess of war.
37. Full of flavor.
39. A track or mark left by something that

has passed.
40. Devoted to horses.
42. Having come or been brought to a

conclusion.
43. An adult male person (as opposed to a

woman).
45. King of Saudi Arabia since 1982 (born

in 1922).
47. American professional baseball player

who hit more home runs than Babe
Ruth (born in 1934).

49. Part of the province of Newfoundland
in the eastern part of the large
Labrador-Ungava peninsula in north-
eastern Canada.

54. A small restaurant where drinks and
snacks are sold.

56. United States baseball player and
manager (1873-1934).

58. Port city of Denmark in eastern Jutland.
60. A hidden drawback.
61. A feudal lord or baron in Scotland.
63. A woman hired to suckle a child of

someone else.
64. Kamarupan languages spoken in

northeastern India and western
Burma.

65. A state in New England.
67. A Chadic language spoken south of

Lake Chad.
68. A United Nations agency created to

assist developing nations by loans
guaranteed by member governments.

69. An enclosure made or wire or metal
bars in which birds or animals are
kept.

71. A defensive missile designed to shoot
down incoming intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles.

72. Take in solid food.
76. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
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S t a r s

Established 1961 

Yesterday’s Solution

Today, you’re thinking of changing your work or home location on this,
your birthday. This may or may not come to fruition but you’re shopping right now.
Your work place finds your work great which you appreciate but you want more than
accolades. It may be time to ask for that raise. Discuss your thoughts on looking for a
new home with your romantic partner tonight after dinner with friends. Reassure your
partner that you love being with her or him especially since you’ve got an adventure-
some eye right now in regards to home and work. Have a wonderful birthday.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Be careful and thoughtful. People at work and at home get on your nerves
easily now. It seems they’re picking at you until you feel they’ve rubbed you raw. Their
choice of you for help in an emotional situation on events involving them may make
you wonder why they picked you. Sensitive information isn’t something you want to
handle right now, especially if you aren’t really close to the person, Taurus. Others feel
you’re an upright individual who doesn’t go spread gossip easily. You don’t feel this is a
compliment and you don’t want the responsibility of assisting them and you don’t think
you’re a grinch. Be generous. It’ll come back to you.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You’re under considerable pressure now. Others may notice something
but they’re not fully aware of what’s going on with you. Work and keep busy at home
so that you don’t think about this too much now. Try to work through this or wait it
out if possible because its very frustrating for you, Cancer. Go out and socialize later
if possible. Try to stay on topics other than religion and really not on politics. You’ll
fare better if you eat and drink in relative silence or just shaking your head occasion-
ally. Thank goodness for the short life of this trying time.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You can expect a little boost from those around you. It will be a nice ges-
ture since you may be having a little bit of a tough day right now. It’s good to know
others appreciate you for what you try to do for them. This is one of those days that
lets you know you’re needed, Virgo. You let them know that they’re appreciated also
making your work group even tighter in connection. Just the right words form since
you’re more understanding of others and can communicate your feelings easily with
them being heard satisfactorily as well. There’s no misunderstandings. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Words and thoughts have a hard time escaping your mouth and brain right
now. It feels that you’re rumbling around in your mind trying to collect thoughts that
seem to break away like you’re herding cats. Initiative to get the job done is lacking
because you just feel as if you haven’t had much sleep or just a little off. Perhaps a short
nap is in order. At any rate, when you can’t beat them, join them. Work as quietly as
possible because when in this mood, you can be abrasive without much care in phras-
ing your words in a nice manner, Libra. You can work harder and better tomorrow.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may find yourself looking over your life in heavy thought processes.
Also, younger people may come to you for advice which you’re glad to give. This is done
in an uplifting manner. Watch out. It’s like pigeons, when you throw food down for one, all
of a sudden you have a crowd. You’re good with the younger generation even if they are
only a few years younger than you, Scorpio. Give them the benefit of your life’s educa-
tion. You may even find that you are thinking of getting into another occupation because
of your enjoyment with these younger people. Or at least that seed has been planted. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Groups get your attention, not because of their ideas and thoughts, but
because they seem to come together and get things done. As a matter of

fact, you don’t think much of many people’s ideas right now. If you didn’t hatch it, you’re
not going to look at the chicken, is the way you think. While someone is trying to give
you their thoughts, all you hear, Sagittarius, is that they’re being disrespectful. That can
cause problems. Try to let this go until tomorrow when you’ll be thinking more clearly. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Great gain in every part of your life is happening now. You appreciate
what you have and what you’re getting. You always have been thankful but now it’s
even stronger than it’s been before. Maybe it’s because you’re a little older that you
feel this or maybe it’s because your study of philosophy has brought you greater
respect for the material world, Pisces. Whatever it is, it’s a good thing. Taking for
granted the universe, or God, who is everything, will make the way for you if you
only believe is the way to achieve what you desire. But and this is a big but, you
can’t sit still and wait on the end product. You have to put in the effort.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You’re in need of controlling an urge to rebel at work today. You need
independence and you like independent thinking as long as it’s yours. Be careful, this
could set you back at work because others may not understand this particular need of
yours. Knowledge isn’t something you crave now but wisdom is. One is informational.
The other is perception. There is a difference and you’re fully aware of this, Aquarius.
Prior to this you’ve been able to see that in individual workers and use it to make your
work better. Now, you feel you have to acknowledge the difference but it won’t help
you to do so at this time. Think before you leap. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Quit worrying about what others at work may think of your work man-
ner. As long as you stand out to your boss, you’ve got it going on. Your group may not
work together as well as they did the day before. Though your energy is at tip top level,
you’ll get worn down by trying to work with those workmates again today. It’s like
herding cats to get their attention and keep it. Taking care of business is your business
now. Romance is high on your list. Be sweet to your lover and exercise may be there
too. You need to stretch to keep your muscles young and happy. 

Now is not the time for that job interview. You’re not thinking as well as
you usually are. Do think about the fact that you may even want to start your own busi-
ness. You’ve got a mindset for business most often even if it’s not today. It’s hard for you
to stand still and take job criticism today though and you just might want to go home
for a sick day if nothing else, Capricorn. Even knowing the fact that you shouldn’t allow
others to get under your skin doesn’t help. Try to make it through the day if you don’t
leave early and go home to one you love.

Even though you feel a small amount of frustration, you take the initiative
today. Furthermore, it helps to bring you out of the doldrum you’re in now. Going to
work and working through that process generally helps to alleviate the frustration.
You may feel a little tense when someone goes against the grain repeating to you that
you need to be more practical and conservative. You didn’t get to where you are
working conservatively. You think for yourself, Gemini. Take this challenge with gen-
erous thought and try to ignore the slight without exploding. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
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This combination of pictures taken and made on April 15, 2019 shows women wearing traditional outfits posing as they arrive to pray at Wat Xianthong pagoda during new year celebrations in Luang Prabang. — AFP

A man looks at the Parthenon Marbles, a collection of sculptures, also known as the Elgin Marbles, on show at the British Museum in London.
— Reuters photos

The 5th Century BC Parthenon temple atop the ancient Acropolis hill, while in
the background ferries sail in the Saronic golf, in Athens.

Tourists take pictures in front of the temple of the Parthenon atop the
Acropolis in Athens, Greece.

Greece’s president called on Monday for
Britain to free the Parthenon marbles
from the “murky prison” of its national

museum, upping the rhetoric in a near 200-
year-old campaign for the sculptures’ return.
President Prokopis Pavlopoulos spoke at
Athens’ own glass-fronted Acropolis Museum,
which campaigners hope will one day house the
classical reliefs and figures taken by a British
diplomat in the early nineteenth century. “Let
the British Museum come here and make the
comparison between this (Acropolis) museum of
light and the murky, if I may say, prison of the
British Museum where the Parthenon Marbles
are held as trophies,” Pavlopoulos said.

There was no immediate response from the
British Museum. Britain’s Lord Elgin removed
the 2,500-year-old sculptures from the
Acropolis temple in Athens during a period
when Greece was under Ottoman rule. They
have been placed in a gallery inside the British
Museum in London, lit by a long skylight.
Greece has repeatedly requested their return
since its independence in 1832, and stepped up
its campaign in 2009 when it opened its new
museum at the foot of the Acropolis hill.

That building holds the sculptures that Elgin
left behind alongside plaster casts of the missing
pieces, lit by the sun coming through a glass
wall looking over the original site. “This museum

can host the Marbles,” Pavlopoulos said. “We
are fighting a holy battle for a monument which
is unique.” The British Museum has refused to
return the sculptures, saying they were acquired
by Elgin under a legal contract with the
Ottoman empire. The museum and other British
institutions have also resisted other repatriation
campaigns citing legislation preventing them
from breaking up collections and arguing that
they can preserve items and present them to an
international audience. — Reuters

‘Hunchback of
Notre-Dame’
tops bestseller
lists after fire

Victor Hugo’s “The Hunchback of
Notre-Dame” shot to the top of
the Amazon bestseller list yester-

day as firefighters damped down the
embers of the blaze which ravaged the
ancient cathedral. The original French
version of the gothic novel, “Notre-
Dame de Paris”, became the fastest sell-
ing book in France and is also a number
one bestseller worldwide in English in
two sub-categories of historical fiction.
The Disney animated movie version of
the story also rocketed into the top 10 of
family films. When Hugo began his
sprawling 11-volume tale in 1829, Notre
Dame-the “majestic and sublime edifice”
which he adored-was crumbling and
neglected.

But his epic about the tragic fate of
the Gypsy girl Esmeralda who captures
the heart of Captain Phoebus, the poet
Pierre Gringoire, Archdeacon Frollo-and
most of all the hunchback Quasimodo-
helped mobilize the mammoth 19th-cen-
tury restoration of the monument. One
passage, from chapter four of the penul-
timate volume of the novel, was widely
quoted on social media as a prophetic
description of Monday’s fire, which tore
through its roof, sending its spire crash-
ing down into the nave. “All eyes were
turned to the top of the church,” Hugo
wrote as if describing the millions of
people who gathered along the banks of
the Seine or watched agog on television
as the great 850-year-old structure
burned.

‘Gargoyles vomited fiery rain’ 
“What they saw was most strange.

Upon the top of the topmost gallery,
higher than the central rose-window, a
vast flame ascended between the two
belfries with whirlings sparks. “A vast
flame, fierce and strong, fragments of
which were ever and anon borne away
by the wind with the smoke. “Below this
flame, below the dark balustrade with its
glowing trefoils, two spouts, terminating
in gargoyles, vomited sheets of fiery rain,
whose silvery streams shone out dis-
tinctly against the gloom of the lowers

part of the cathedral front.”  French peo-
ple have a tendency to turn to literature
at times of national crisis.

Sales of the American writer Ernest
Hemingway’s ode to Paris in the 1920s,
“A Moveable Feast”, soared after the
November 2015 Paris attacks. Hugo set
his high-blown romantic story in 1482
during the reign of Louis XI, but much of
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame” is a
rumination on the architecture of the
building itself. Many critics have argued
that the cathedral is in fact the novel’s
central character. In another famous
passage from the novel, Hugo bemoans
how the medieval landmark at the heart
of Paris has been left to crumble.

“Much beauty as it may retain in its
old age, it is not easy to repress a sigh,
to restrain our anger, when we mark the
countless defacements and mutilations to
which men and Time have subjected that
venerable monument, without respect for
Charlemagne (the Holy Roman emperor),
who laid the first stone, or Philip
Augustus (1165-1223), who laid the last.”
A tireless campaigner, Hugo-who many
regard as the intellectual godfather of
the European Union-lived to see the
massive restoration of the cathedral
completed by the architects Jean-
Baptiste-Antoine Lassus and Eugene
Viollet-le-Duc. — AFP

In this file photo taken on July 12, 1956
shows American actor Anthony Quinn playing
the role of Quasimodo in “Notre Dame de
Paris” (The Hunchback of Notre Dame), a film
by Jean Delannoy, 1956. — AFP

Greece: Free our marbles from 
British Museum’s ‘murky prison’
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retta Ray only rehearsed Mumford &
Sons’ ‘Forever’ hours before joining the
band on stage to perform their song. The
21-year-old singer/songwriter support-

ed Marcus Mumford and co on the Australian leg of
their ‘Delta World Tour’ in January, and has recalled
the “surreal experience” of getting to duet with
them on the track from their recent album ‘Delta’
and how she only had a short space of time back-
stage to prepare for the first live performance in
Sydney. Asked whose idea it was to perform
‘Forever’, Gretta exclusively told BANG Showbiz: “I
think Marcus was the one who suggested it be that
song. “‘Forever’ is a new song of theirs, one which
was not initially part of their setlist for the tour.

“The first time we sung it together was at the
Enmore Theatre show in Sydney, and they had
planned on changing the setlist a little in order to
include that particular song anyway.” Gretta - who
performs at All Points East on the same bill as the ‘I
Will Wait’ hitmakers at London’s Victoria Park on
June 1 - admitted she was very “nervous” but the
‘Little Lion Man’ group were good at making sure
the performance felt “natural” by ensuring the
spontaneous moment was chilled and “fun”. She
said: “It was a pretty quick turnaround; I had to
learn the song backstage and in soundcheck that
day before the gig.  “So I was a little nervous! But I
felt that the band just wanted me to get out there
and have fun singing the song, not stress about it

too much.  “As a result, the performance ended up
feeling really natural. We had a great time.” Gretta
had “imagined” making a surprise appearance dur-
ing their headline set and admitted she never
thought she would actually get to perform with the
Grammy-winners. She said: “The idea of joining the
band on stage for a song was something that I had
imagined, but not something I was certain would
actually happen.  “However, they seemed equally as
excited about the possibility of us singing together,
so it was a mutual decision in the end.” Gretta
played a headline show with a full live band at
London’s Electrowerkz yesterday.

Ray only had soundcheck rehearsal
before Mumford and Sons duet 

etallica feel “uncomfortable” with how long
their latest record is taking. The ‘Enter
Sandman’ rockers last released an album three
years ago and are working on their next studio

project, but guitarist Kirk Hammett has said that none of
his band mates - including Lars Ulrich, James Hetfield,
and Robert Trujillo - are happy with how long the
process is taking, because they’re all used to bands put-
ting out albums “every year”. Speaking to Mixdown, Kirk
said: “When I was 13-14 years old, bands put out albums
every year. Seriously, KISS put out an album every eight
months. None of this eight years between albums. “None
of us are very comfortable with the fact it’s been so long,
because that is a long time. We’re hoping to avoid that
this time around.  “We’re in our third year since
‘Hardwired’. Maybe we can get a bit more focus and go
into the studio a bit sooner. I have a ton of material. I’ve
over-compensated, so I’m ready to go anytime.” The
band last released music in 2016 when they dropped

‘Hardwired... To Self Destruct’, but previously had an
eight year gap before that, with no new music between
‘Hardwired’ and 2008’s ‘Death Magnetic’. Kirk’s com-
ments come after bassist Robert previously assured fans
their new record won’t be another eight years away. He
said: “It will come a lot sooner than the previous two did
... this time around I think we’ll be able to jump on it a lot
quicker and jump in the studio and start working. “We’ve
all vowed to get this one going sooner than later. Now,
how soon? I don’t know. We’ve been touring non-stop.
It’s been over two years now. At some point, sure, we’ll
need to take a little bit of a break. It’s sort of the right
thing for us to do because we’ve been going so hard.”

Metallica feel uncomfortable
with lengthy album wait 
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am Fender will release his debut album on
August 9. The 25-year-old musician was
award the Critics’ Choice Award at this year’s
BRIT Awards in February for being a rising

star and one to watch, and he’s now announced his debut
album - which will be titled ‘Hypersonic Missiles’ - is set
to be released later this year. In a tweet which showed off
the album’s artwork, he wrote: “What a trip. Somehow
ended up building a studio and recording this album with
my best mates. Hypersonic Missiles is released on August
9th. The announcement comes after Sam released the title
track, ‘Hypersonic Missiles’, as a single earlier this year.
And he previously admitted the song was influenced by
his love of musical icon Bruce Springsteen, whom he said
he was “weaned on” as a young boy. He said: “I’ve been
weaned on him. My brother bought us ‘Born To Run’
when I was 14 or 15 and it just fucking changed my world.
“At first I was a bit confused by this slightly over-the-top
production, but the words were just so good. Lyrically,
‘Born To Run’ is one of the best albums out there and it
changed my world when I heard it. “I’d never heard rock
music that sounded that fresh, even though that record
was released in 1975. I’ve also always wanted to do that
Phil Spector production and add a saxophone to it.  “I’d
say it’s a nod to Bruce Springsteen, although my publish-
er says it’s a headbutt.” The album is also set to including
‘Leave Fast’, ‘Dead Boys’, and ‘That Sound’, which were
all released as singles in 2018.

Sam Fender
sets album

release date 
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ustin Bieber “had a moment” with Billie Eilish
during Ariana Grande’s performance at
Coachella. The ‘Sorry’ hitmaker - who is mar-
ried to model Hailey Baldwin - was filmed in

the photography pit with the 17-year-old pop phenome-
non during the ‘No Tears Left to Cry’ hitmaker’s set on
Sunday. In the clip, the pair stare at one another as the
crowd scream behind them, before sharing a lengthy hug
that lasted for around a minute. Justin - who had a white
mask covering his mouth - tweeted the video, and cap-

tioned the post: “Amazing show @ArianaGrande . Super
proud of you. Had a moment mid show :) @billieeilish
(sic)” He also posted a picture of the meeting on his
Instagram Story and added the note: “So this happened.
Long and bright future ahead of you.” The 25-year-old
pop star had also watched Billie’s set from side of stage
at the festival in Indio, California.  He wrote: “Proud of
you @billieeilish (sic)” The ‘Bury Your Friend’ hitmaker
got to meet Justin’s other half Hailey and the trio bumped
into ‘The Late Late Show’ host James Corden and were
seen dancing together. Billie previously revealed Justin
slid into her DMs on Instagram and she even hinted there
may be a collaboration in the pipeline. She said: “One day
you’ll find out [what was said], but that s**t was crazy.”
The ‘Bad Guy’ singer - who is a self-confessed Belieber -
didn’t reveal what the ‘What Do You Mean?’ hitmaker
had said, but revealed her old messages which she sent
Justin from 2014, when she was just 12, appeared in the
chat. She continued: “You know how when you follow
somebody, you can see everything they DM’d you in the
past? It felt good and it felt bad at the same time.  “It
started when I was, like, 12, I believe.” Billie added that
she had “big a*s” posters of Justin on her wall and admit-
ted she admires him for all that he has been through
growing up in the spotlight. She said: “He’s amazing. He’s
so sweet and, like, I feel - just, honestly, I feel for him,
man. He’s been through a lot, dude.”

Bieber ‘had a moment with
Eilish at Coachella 

ita Ora has teamed up with tropical house DJ
Kygo on the song ‘Carry On’ for the ‘Detective
Pikachu’ soundtrack. The ‘Let Me Love You’
hitmaker unveiled the artwork for the single,

which is released on this Friday, and shared two pictures
of herself channeling the titular Pokemon character in a
bright yellow coat, whilst holding a magnifying glass.
Alongside the promo snaps, Rita wrote on Twitter: “CAR-
RY ON  I can’t wait to show you my new song with
@KygoMusic for @DetPikachuMovie out Friday!!! are you
ready? #CarryOn (sic)” Rita is no stranger to the world of
soundtracks, having duetted with One Direction’s Liam
Payne on ‘For You’ from 2018’s ‘Fifty Shades Freed’. The
28-year-old star also provided the soaring vocals on
‘Grateful’ from the 2014 flick ‘Beyond The Lights’ and
recorded ‘New York Raining’ for the hit US series ‘Empire’.
Rita - who recently released ‘Only Want You’ featuring
6LACK as the latest single from her second album
‘Phoenix’ - is currently on her ‘Phoenix World Tour’, which
hits UK arenas next month. Speaking about the shows, she
said: “I’m so happy to be on tour again! Nothing makes me
happier than performing and travelling to see all my fans.
“It will be first time performing news songs from ‘Phoenix’
and I can’t wait for you to hear them! I’m looking forward
to this tour so much.” ‘Phoenix’ follows her debut self-
titled record in 2012, and she previously said it was a “true
labor of love”. She said: “One of the most liberating feel-
ings for me is performing and creating music. This album is
a true labor of love, and it was important for me to do it
my way.  “I’m so appreciative of the love and support from
those who worked with me on the record and allowed me
create something I’m really proud of.  “They gave me the
space and freedom to create something from my heart.
“Both challenging and euphoric at times. “I am really
proud of and grateful for the journey that the making of
Phoenix has taken me on. To my fans, thank you for your
patience and thank you always for listening.”

Ora and Kygo
team up for 
Detective Pikachu
soundtrack 

Whitmore to co-host
Red Stripe Presents:

This Feeling TV 
aura Whitmore has joined online music show
‘Red Stripe Presents: This Feeling TV’ as co-
host. The 33-year-old presenter - who got her
first big break on TV after entering a compe-

tition for MTV 11 years ago - has landed the gig along-
side Radio X DJ Gordon Smart, who has been running
the popular YouTube series, which has seen guests
including actor Stephen Graham, The Libertines’ Carl
Barat and rising music stars such as Tom Grennan, Bang
Bang Romeo and Gerry Cinnamon appear for chats and
performances. Laura said: “Music is a huge part of my
life; from going to see live bands and heading to festivals,
to watching unknown talents grow into household names
- it’s the best thing about working in this industry!  “The
opportunity to work alongside Gordon, as well as helping
to promote new, exciting bands on show was far too
much of an exciting prospect to turn down - it’s going to
be a blast!” Gordon, who launched the first show in April
2017, praised his new colleague and said she will “no
doubt” bring the series to a “wider audience”. He added:
“Laura will be a fantastic addition to the ‘This Feeling’
and Red Stripe family! “She has her finger on the pulse
with new bands on the cusp of great things, fantastic
relationships with established acts and will no doubt
open up the show to a much wider audience. Roll on the
first show!” Laura’s first show will be filmed at the leg-
endary Nambucca in north London on April 24. The hit
series - which has been viewed over 1.5 million times -
has also seen the likes of Abbey Clancy, Holly Willoughby
and former Oasis manager Alan McGee appear. ‘This
Feeling’ and Red Stripe are the frontrunners in promoting
the artists of the future, and the Jamaican beer brand
have announced they are increasing their investment in
live music by sponsoring 300 ‘This Feeling’ club nights
and providing a platform for 1000 bands to perform
across the country.  Izabela Glodek, premium brands
director at Heineken UK, said: “Having Laura Whitmore
presenting Red Stripe Presents: This Feeling TV along-
side Gordon Smart packs a punch that should appeal to
any Indie music fan. The pair share our love of music and
philosophy to not only find the UK’s next Oasis, Kasabian
or Wolf Alice, but to shine a light on the importance of
grassroots live music. We’re now on count down for the
first show and we can’t wait!”

Twenty One
Pilots: We need to
prove ourselves 

wenty One Pilots still feel the need to
“prove” themselves. The ‘Stressed Out’
duo - comprised of Tyler Joseph and
Josh Dun - have seen massive success

with their most recent album ‘Trench’, but have
said they’re not done conquering the music
industry just yet, as they don’t believe they’ve
“won everybody over”. Tyler said: “Why not
dream big? Why not have as many people hear
us and our art as possible? It’s fun. It’s cool to
continue to travel and play music and have that
be our jobs.  “I don’t know if we’ll ever get to a
point where we feel like we’ve won everybody
over and it’s on cruise control. Everything we do
is us still feeling like we need to prove ourselves,
in a way.” But despite not thinking they’ve proven
themselves, the band are set to take on their first
headline slot at this year’s Reading and Leeds
Festivals in August, and have said they didn’t real-
ize how “gigantic” things had gotten for them.
Speaking to Dork magazine, Tyler added: “It’s not
until we look back on it that we realize what was
happening. We kept our heads down and just
kept grinding and playing every day. It’s like
when you don’t see a nephew for a long time; you
realize he grew up, and he got taller, but if you
were to live with him and watch him grow a frac-
tion of an inch every single day, it doesn’t feel
that dramatic.  “We just didn’t feel how gigantic
everything got for us doing that touring cycle. It’s
not until we look back on it after having a little bit
of a break that we realized how special it was.”
Meanwhile, earlier this year, Twenty One Pilots
confirmed they’re already working on new mate-
rial to follow up on the success of 2018’s ‘Trench’.
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There was a church wedding with a Madonna soundtrack, a
sit-down tea at a fancy Midtown hotel, and yards and yards
of tulle and trains at April bridal fashion week in New York.

Several dozen designers hosted the media and buyers for appoint-
ments or put together runway shows and presentations for the
twice-yearly celebration of bridal dressing, this time featuring
looks for spring 2020. Some highlights:

Reem Acra
She outdid herself, filling every seat in Midtown’s huge and his-

toric St. Bartholomew’s Church, expanding her guest list to include
regular brides. This collection, a mix of modern mini-dress, shorts
looks and more traditional gowns, had a simple celebratory senti-
ment: Thank you. Acra was inspired by a message to God she
wrote in her Bible 40 years ago, back in 1979 at age 17: “Thank
you God you have given me more than I deserve. You have given
me more than beauty, you have given me the power to make beau-
ty. Thank you.”

In return, she gave us adorable flower girls in pink holding
bedazzled faux candles, messages of love emblazoned on bodices,
live singers belting from the audience and at the front of the
church, and a Madonna soundtrack driven by “Like a Prayer.” In
collaboration with her fellow designer of Lebanese descent,
Joseph Abboud, she also gave us embellished looks for grooms,
including a heavily pearled white tuxedo shirt worn under a tai-
lored navy jacket. For some looks, Acra broke out of the tradition-
al veil mold with sculptural tulle head pieces, putting sunglasses
on a few. Many of these brides had swagger for days.

Her church runway was adorned with huge arches of red, pink
and white flowers, adding to the fun. “I wanted to empower all
women because I had to empower myself when I was 17 years
old,” she told The Associated Press after the extravaganza. “It was
a celebration for all of us human beings.”

Vera Wang
She doesn’t often appear personally for private presentations

at her bridal design studio, but this time she did. And her couture
looks in muted color, visible boning and draped silk tulle lit up
with outsize floral embellishment she used magically. Her state-
ment blooms came at the collars, on sleeves, as petticoats and as
corsages. There was a deliberate randomness to her collection,
intended to surprise from all 360 degrees. There were long trains
and delicate pieces that trailed from the upper arms. Looks in
blueberry, pistachio and the lightest of mauves were mixed with
blushes and whites.

For ready to wear, Wang goes heavy on the blacks and grays,
to the chagrin long ago of fashion powerhouse Anna Wintour. “But
then I come to bridal where everything should be white. I always
can’t stand it,” Wang said. “I just have to mess it up. That’s the
rebellious streak in me.” This was her 59th bridal collection, and
she said it’s important to her to reinvent. She’s been experimenting
with color for bridal for a while now.

Wang said the late Karl Lagerfeld once told her: “You know,
Vera, I do all these outrageous things because they come and they
still buy the Chanel bag. But he said I have to shock. If I don’t do
that what interest is there in the brand?” This hand-done bridal
collection, which sells for up to $30,000, is couture by anyone’s
standard. “It’s really a collection based on a certain freedom, but
to get that freedom takes incredible technique,” Wang said.

Phuong My
Tran Phuong My, originally from Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam,

launched her first bridal collection with a challenge to tradition,
showing looks in bright red, using long black gloves against white,
and fashioning helmet-shaped and flat disc head pieces.

Phuong My, a graduate of the Academy of Art University in
San Francisco, is a luxury ready-to-wear designer who generated
some buzz with her non-bridal debut at New York Fashion Week
for fall-winter. For bridal, a harpist and quartet performed at
Academy Mansion on a prime East Side block as her models
walked amid flower blooms on twigs in gowns, jumpsuits, suiting
and skirts, some with origami-inspired asymmetric folds.

“For this collection we want the woman to be more of a war-
rior,” she explained in a post-show interview. Someone, Phuong
My said, who gets married but wants to “find their own place” and
be truthful to themselves is the customer she’s after. Weddings,
she said, don’t always have to be white. “Red is one of the most
popular colors for bridal in Asia,” Phuong My said. “A little color
doesn’t hurt anyone.”

Amsale
A year after the death of Amsale Aberra, her namesake brand

has carried on under the design tutelage of Margo LaFontaine.
This season, the company announced the launch of Amsale x You,
a service that allows a bride to “build” her own gown online using
couture patterns from the 32-year-old brand’s archives. Starting at
$5,000, you can choose a bodice, a skirt and optional belts. The
runway show included seven brides who designed the gowns they
wore. See Amsale.com for how it works.

This is LaFontaine’s third season at the company, her second
show without Aberra’s guidance. “I keep her with me in everything
that I’m thinking and designing and hope to continue to pay trib-
ute to her legacy,” LaFontaine said.

As for the main collection, she focused on draping, hand-pleat-
ing and plays on texture. She built texture with embroidery and
faux lace. There was a dramatic cape T-shirt on one look and illu-
sion touches Aberra was known for. The collection was all white.
LaFontaine said “a lot of people like to stick with the tradition.”
Neil Brown, CEO of Amsale and Aberra’s widower, said she would
have loved the idea of Amsale x You. “She was a revolutionary in
so many respects,” he said. “She had the foresight to introduce
CAD design technology very early in her career. Thanks to that
foresight, we are now armed with 32 years of perfected couture
wedding dress designs that we can utilize to create completely
new and different experiences and expand and grow her legacy.”

Ines Di Santo
Fairytales, dreams, clouds, Ophelia. These are just a few of the

things that inspired Di Santo’s collection. She attached a flowing,
floral-printed cathedral train to a bandeau and mini-skirt with
feather accents, worn with long bell sleeves. One trumpet gown
was embellished with silvery stars and came with a bottom done
in pleated circles. A strappy backless satin gown was shown with
a romantic little tulle stole that fluttered behind, all in white. “The
dress is more than a dress. It’s a personality,” she said.

While she included traditional white, Di Santo isn’t afraid of
patterned and color bridal gowns. “Color is very important for me.
Different patterns, different silhouettes, describe who we are,” she
said. “I love color. Being Italian, we love color.” One of her designs
was a high-waisted short set with pink floral embellishment,
paired with sheer leggings adorned with stars at the thighs. The
jacket was worn open with nothing underneath. Di Santo treated
her guests to tea at the luxurious Baccarat Hotel in Midtown,
walking her models through intimate tables as the crowd sipped
and nibbled on finger food. — AP

Vera Wang, Reem Acra: Highlights 
from NY bridal fashion week

These images released by Vera Wang
show gowns from her bridal collection
being modeled in New York. 

Fashion from the Reem Acra bridal collection is modeled Thursday in New York.

Fashion from the Phuong My bridal collection is 
modeled Thursday in New York.
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Cockroach farmer Li Bingcai eating an exuvial roach at his farm in Yibin,
China’s southwestern Sichuan province. — AFP photos

Cockroach farmer Li Bingcai showing dehydrated whole roaches, used as
medication, at his farm in Yibin.

Roaches at a cockroach farm in Yibin, Chinaís southwestern Sichuan province.

Cockroach farmer Li Bingcai feeding roaches at his farm in
Yibin.

Cockroach farmer Li Bingcai holding up roach larvae at his
farm in Yibin.

Roaches at a cockroach farm in Yibin, Chinaís southwestern
Sichuan province.

A dish of cockroaches at a
restaurant in Yibin.

As farmer Li Bingcai opened the door to
his cockroach farm in southwest China,
an insect the size of a dart flew into his

face. Picking the critter off his forehead, he
tossed it back into the dark room where some
10 million more of its kind scurried around,
housed in wooden frames perched on shelves.
The six-legged creatures may be a bugbear
for most, but Li and other breeders in China
are turning them into a niche business. Some
sell cockroaches for medicinal purposes, as
animal feed or to get rid of food waste. Li
breeds them for something else: food for
human consumption. 

A restaurant down the road from his small
facility fries them up in famously spicy Sichuan
sauce for the gutsier eaters. “People don’t
believe how good it is until they try some,” Li
told AFP, putting a live one into his mouth as
others crawled all over the place and people
visiting. Known colloquially as American cock-
roaches, the Periplaneta americana is one of the
largest species and are consumed for a variety
of ailments: stomach ulcers, respiratory tract
problems, and even simply as a tonic.

“The greatest effect of cockroaches are that
they have great immunity, which is why humans
will absorb its benefits after eating them,” Li
said, noting that in China cockroaches are
dubbed “Little Strong” because they can live for
days even after being cut in half. Tucked at the
edge of bamboo-covered mountains in Yibin,
Li’s facility is a nondescript single-storey former
farmhouse surrounded by crop fields and live-
stock farms.

The breeding area is roughly the size of a
badminton court, with windows sealed off with
netting to prevent any great escapes. Security is
paramount: In 2013, some one million cock-
roaches escaped a farm in eastern Jiangsu
province roamed free after their greenhouse
was destroyed.

Health benefits? 
Li’s cockroaches live between the spaces of

square wooden frames that are held together by
pipes and stored in racks lining two rooms. The
place is kept warm and humid, leaving a smell
reminiscent of damp clothes. Feeding time caus-
es a frenzy-as Li heaps a mix of ground corn,
fruit and vegetable peelings on small trays, the

insects suddenly swarm the platforms, crawling
over each other.  “We breed them in a hygienic
environment. They eat proper food-nothing
synthetic,” he said. Every three months, Li har-
vests the cockroaches to keep the population
under control by dropping some into a vat of
boiling water before dehydrating the carcasses.

Last year, he sold one ton of dried cock-
roaches to a pharmaceutical factory for nearly
90,000 yuan ($13,500). Li ran a mobile phone
shop when he went into cockroach farming in
2016 because it was low cost business and the
insects are easy to rear. He converted his farm-
house and bought eggs from another breeder.
His main source of income is from selling the
insects directly to farms or medicine factories,
and this is supplemented by an online shop his
daughter helped set up. Half-a-kilo (1.1 pounds)
of whole dehydrated insects retail for between
100 and 600 yuan ($15-$90).

In neighboring Xichang, the Gooddoctor
Pharmaceutical Group runs the world’s largest
cockroach farm where a whopping six billion
insects held in a facility that employs artificial
intelligence in monitoring movement and envi-
ronmental conditions. Cockroaches were added
in the late 16th century to the Compendium of
Materia Medica, the most comprehensive med-
ical book ever written about traditional Chinese
medicine.

The bugs have detoxifying properties and
can act as a diuretic, said Liu Daoyuan, chief
specialist at the Yinchuan City Yongshou
Medical Centre.  “It is also effective for relieving
sore throat, tonsillitis, (liver) cirrhosis and fluid
build-up,” he added. But other Chinese medi-
cine experts caution that a poorly regulated
industry with a low barrier of entry could result
in adverse effects. 

“Anything in excess can be harmful, even
ginseng,” warned Goh Chye Tee, director of the
Chinese Medicine Clinic at Singapore’s
Nanyang Technological University.  He noted
the insect is not named China’s official com-
pendium of drugs covering both Chinese and
western medicine.

‘They are gold’ 
But Li is more interested in turning roaches

into a delicacy and is working with a local
restaurant. Customers have been clamoring for a

taste after hearing about the dish’s health bene-
fits, said owner Fu Youqiang, who cooks up to
30 orders a month. Diner Luo Gaoyi, who was
trying the insect for first time, described it as
being “quite tasty, very fragrant, very crispy”.  “I
think that anything good for health should be
eaten, no matter what it is,” he said. “These have
high nutritional value and are high in protein.”

Li is also working on expanding his line:
cockroach-laced medical cream, cockroach
medicated plasters, and insole inserts contain-
ing cockroach essence.  He said: “There is so
much good in this one insect, I want to tell
more people about it. A lot of people think it’s
a pest but to me, they are gold. They are like
my children.” — AFP

Papa roach: Chinese farmer
breeds bugs for the table

An exuvial cockroach
(center) at a roach
farm in Yibin.

Cockroaches eating
feed at a roach farm
in Yibin.

Cockroach farmer Li
Bingcai tending to his

roach farm in Yibin.

Cockroach farmer Li Bingcai feeding roaches to chickens at
his roach farm in Yibin.
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Arrival Flights on Wednesday 17/4/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
IGO 1757 Kochi 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:20
JZR 254 Amman 00:20
DLH 625 Dammam 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
JZR 734 Cairo 01:00
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
KLM 446 Bahrain 01:45
KKK 1268 Istanbul 01:55
ETH 3717 LGG 02:00
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:30
KAC 414 Bangkok 02:40
PGT 860 Istanbul 02:50
KAC 156 Istanbul 02:55
JZR 502 Lahore 02:55
RJA 648 Amman 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 418 Manila 03:20
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
JZR 722 Alexandria 03:50
PIA 239 Sialkot 04:00
KAC 382 Delhi 04:05
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:25
KAC 796 Madinah 04:25
JZR 404 Hyderabad 04:30
FDB 069 Dubai 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:05
THY 770 Istanbul 05:20
JZR 402 Mumbai 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
KAC 1544 Cairo 05:45
JZR 154 Mashhad 05:50
JZR 112 Doha 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:10
KAC 206 Lahore 06:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:15
JZR 714 Sohag 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:05
IGO 1755 CNN 07:10
KAC 358 Kochi 07:10
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 354 Bengaluru 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
KAC 384 Delhi 08:10
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:50
OMA 641 Muscat 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
GFA 209 Bahrain 09:05
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40
JZR 410 Delhi 09:50
IAW 157B Al Najaf 10:00
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:20
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
JZR 216 Jeddah 10:55
JZR 708 Luxor 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
UAE 2541 Dubai 11:00
JZR 122 Dubai 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
AHY 119 Baku 12:05
THY 766 Istanbul 12:30
RBG 553 Alexandria 12:30
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
CLX 7912 Luxembourg 12:45
IAW 157C Al Najaf 12:55
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:35

JZR 212 Jeddah 13:45
RBG 213 Sohag 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
JZR 152 Mashhad 14:05
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 364 Colombo 14:35
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:35
JZR 222 Riyadh 14:45
KAC 618 Doha 14:50
KAC 562 Amman 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:55
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 118 New York 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:20
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
KAC 546 Cairo 15:50
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
JZR 732 Cairo 16:10
KAC 502 Beirut 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
SAW 705 Damascus 17:00
JZR 116 Doha 17:05
KAC 522 Al Najaf 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 124 Dubai 17:40
JZR 104 Bahrain 18:00
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
JZR 302 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
RJA 640 Amman 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 744 Dammam 19:25
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 166 Rome 20:00
KAC 104 London 20:00
KNE 381 Taif 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
JZR 126 Dubai 20:20
KAC 620 Doha 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
RBG 217 Asyut 20:55
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:00
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 616 Bahrain 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 21:55
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
JAV 621 Amman 22:15
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:20
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30
SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 128 Dubai 22:50
MSC 411 Asyut 23:15
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Wednesday 17/4/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 713 Sohag 00:10
JZR 153 Mashhad 00:10
MSC 412 Asyut 00:15
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:40
JZR 409 Delhi 01:10
IGO 1758 Kochi 01:10
KAC 677 Dubai 01:50
THY 773 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
KAC 363 Colombo 02:00
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:00
JZR 111 Doha 02:10
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:20
ETH 3717 Addis Ababa 04:30
JZR 707 Luxor 05:00
PIA 240 Sialkot 05:00
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
KAC 103 London 05:20
JZR 215 Jeddah 05:25
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:25
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
RJA 649 Amman 07:00
JZR 121 Dubai 07:15
KAC 167 Paris 07:15
KAC 165 Rome 08:00
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:00
JZR 211 Jeddah 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:00
IGO 1756 CNN 08:10
JZR 151 Mashhad 08:15
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
KAC 501 Beirut 08:50
KAC 545 Cairo 08:50
KAC 561 Amman 08:55
KAC 117 New York 09:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 09:00
KAC 511 Mashhad 09:05
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
JZR 731 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
JZR 301 Istanbul 09:55
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55
OMA 642 Muscat 10:00
KAC 101 London 10:05
GFA 210 Bahrain 10:05
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:15
KAC 617 Doha 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
IAW 158B Al Najaf 11:00
JZR 221 Riyadh 11:20
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 213 Jeddah 12:05
QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
UAE 2542 Dubai 12:30
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
AHY 120 Baku 13:05

JZR 123 Dubai 13:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 13:10
JZR 115 Doha 13:25
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
KAC 521 Al Najaf 13:30
IAW 158C Al Najaf 13:55
THY 767 Istanbul 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
CLX 912 Hanoi 14:20
RBG 218 Asyut 14:35
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
JZR 103 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
JZR 125 Dubai 15:50
KAC 105 London 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 563 Amman 16:00
JZR 405 Kochi 16:00
KAC 775 Riyadh 16:05
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
JZR 301 Istanbul 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:20
KAC 619 Doha 16:25
SVA 505 Madinah 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 155 Istanbul 17:35
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
KAC 503 Beirut 17:40
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 343 Chennai 17:50
KAC 381 Delhi 17:55
SAW 706 Damascus 18:00
KAC 615 Bahrain 18:10
JZR 721 Alexandria 18:15
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 127 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 733 Cairo 18:35
JZR 253 Amman 19:10
QTR 1081 Doha 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
KAC 331 Trivandrum 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
RJA 641 Amman 20:05
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:50
DLH 624 Dammam 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:25
RBG 214 Sohag 21:35
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
JZR 407 Ahmedabad 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:55
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:00
KAC 1543 Cairo 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
JAV 622 Amman 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:30
SVA 503 Jeddah 23:45

Classifieds
Wednesday, April 17, 2019

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Kuwait Airways                                                        171
Jazeera Airways                                                           177
Wataniya Airways                                                   22 066 536
Turkish Airlines                                                        1884918
American Airlines                                                  22087425 
                                                                                       22087426
Jet Airways                                                                22924455
FlyDubai                                                                     22414400
Qatar Airways                                                          22423888
KLM                                                                              22425747
Royal Jordanian                                                      22418064/5/6
British Airways                                                         22425635
Air France                                                                   22430224
Emirates                                                                     22921555
Air India                                                                      22456700
Air India EXPRESS                                              22438185/4  
Sri Lanka Airlines                                                    22424444
Egypt Air                                                                    22421578
Swiss Air                                                                     22421516
Saudia                                                                         22426306
Middle East Airlines`                                             22423073
Lufthansa                                                                   22422493

Airlines

112
CHANGE OF NAME

I, Abdul Azeez (surname) and
given name Sainumandavida
S/o Bappan Ebrahim holder of
Indian Passport No: L5939181
issued by Indian Embassy
Kuwait on 13/04/2014, hereby
declare to change my sur-
name as Sainumantavida and
given name as Abdul Azeez.
(C 5516) 15-4-2019

Automated enquiry 
about the Civil ID card is 

1889988
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as they gathered for the vote inside the parliament
while nationalistic songs played in the background.

The amendments were initially introduced in
February by a parliamentary bloc supportive of Sisi and
updated this week after several rounds of debates.
Prior to the amendments, Egypt’s 2014 constitution
stipulated only two four-year presidential terms. The
596-seat parliament, which is dominated by Sisi loyal-
ists, was elected in 2015, about a year after Sisi took
office. Since Sisi overthrew Morsi, Egypt has drawn
heavy international criticism for its sweeping crack-
down on dissent. The authorities have jailed thousands
of Morsi’s supporters as well as liberal and secular
activists, including a popular blogger, actors, singers
and journalists.

As lawmakers debated the proposed changes,
prominent dissident actors Khaled Abol Naga and Amr
Waked denounced them as a power grab. If passed,

“these amendments would take us back to a dictator-
ship fit for the Middle Ages”, Waked told a news con-
ference by rights groups in Geneva. His fellow actor
criticized Sisi’s narrative that his rule brought stability.
“Where is there stability in a country that jails chil-
dren... that treats people badly or that kills?” he said.

Human Rights Watch has said the amendments
would “institutionalize authoritarianism”. When Sisi vis-
ited Washington for talks with US President Donald
Trump last week, HRW urged Congress to withhold
endorsement of his bid to extend his rule. “Congress
needs to use its levers to pressure the Egyptian presi-
dent to reverse course, starting with withdrawing these
constitutional amendments set to consolidate authori-
tarian rule,” said HRW’s Michael Page.

Amnesty International has warned the constitutional
amendments “would worsen the devastating human
rights crisis Egyptians are already facing”. “They would
grant President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi and security forces
free rein to further abuse their powers and suppress
peaceful dissent for years to come,” said Amnesty’s
Magdalena Mughrabi. Other constitutional amendments
include a quota for women’s representation of no less
than 25 percent in parliament and forming a second
parliamentary chamber. — AFP 

MPs back changes 
to constitution to...
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Junior interior minister Laurent Nunez told reporters
at the scene that work to secure the structure would
continue into tomorrow, allowing firefighters access to
remove remaining artifacts and artworks. Though
“some weaknesses” in the 850-year-old structure had
been identified, overall it is “holding up OK”, he added.
The Paris fire service said that the last remnants of the
blaze were extinguished yesterday, 15 hours after the
fire broke out.

Renovation work on the steeple, where workers
were replacing its lead covering, is widely suspected to
have caused the inferno after the blaze broke out in an
area under scaffolding. Investigators interviewed wit-
nesses overnight and began speaking with employees
of five different construction companies that were
working on the monument, said public prosecutor
Remy Heitz. “Nothing indicates this was a deliberate
act,” Heitz told reporters, adding that 50 investigators
had been assigned to what he expected to be a “long
and complex” case. The architect in charge of the reno-
vation project slated to last until 2022 said no workers
were on the site when flames first appeared shortly
before 7:00 pm (1700 GMT) on Monday. 

Macron struck a defiant tone late Monday as he vis-
ited the scene with his wife Brigitte, telling reporters:
“We will rebuild Notre-Dame because it is what the
French expect.” He described the cathedral as the “epi-
center of our life”. A public appeal for funds drew
immediate support from French billionaires and other
private donors as well as from countries including
Germany, Italy and Russia which offered expertise.

French billionaire Bernard Arnault and his LVMH
luxury conglomerate, rival high-end designer goods
group Kering, Total oil company and cosmetics giant
L’Oreal each pledged €100 million or more. Support
came from outside France as well, with Apple chief Tim

Cook announcing the tech giant would give an unspeci-
fied amount to help restore a “precious heritage for
future generations”. Specialized craftsmen and rare
materials are expected to be needed to restore Notre-
Dame, which is seen as an emblem of France and, more
broadly, a symbol of Western civilization that has sur-
vived revolutions and war.

“We have everything to be able to rebuild it in exact-
ly the same way,” Culture Minister Franck Riester told
France Inter, adding that the government was looking at
ways to encourage donations. But experts warned a full
restoration will take many years. “I’d say decades,” said
Eric Fischer, head of the foundation in charge of restor-
ing the 1,000-year-old Strasbourg cathedral.

Thousands of Parisians and tourists watched in hor-
ror Monday as flames engulfed the building and res-
cuers tried to save as much as they could of the cathe-
dral’s treasures. Many more came yesterday to the
banks of the river Seine to gaze at where the roof and
steeple once stood. A firefighter suffered injuries during
the blaze, which at one point threatened to bring down
one of the two monumental towers on the western
facade of the cathedral that is visited by 13 million
tourists each year.

The Holy Crown of Thorns, believed to have been
worn by Jesus (PBUH) at his crucifixion, was saved by
firefighters, as was a sacred tunic worn by 13th-century
French king Louis IX. Rescuers formed a human chain
at the site of the disaster to evacuate as many artifacts
as possible, which were then stocked temporarily at the
Paris town hall. Smoke damaged paintings will be sent
to the Louvre museum, a world center for restoration.

Shock at the extent of the damage was palpable in
France and stirred reactions from governments world-
wide. In a rare statement, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II
said she was “deeply saddened”, while Pope Francis
hoped that Notre-Dame “may once again become,
thanks to reconstruction work and the mobilization of
all, a jewel in the heart of the city.” The cathedral has
been a backdrop to the twists and turns of French his-
tory since construction began in mid-12th century -
and has featured in countless books and movies. Bells
at cathedrals across France were to ring out today at
6:50 pm (1650 GMT) in tribute. —Agencies 

Notre-Dame 
still stands...
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the role of an outspoken first-year congresswoman
who challenges the White House and makes her own
party’s leadership chafe. Omar’s remark that US political
backing for the Jewish state is fueled by money from a
pro-Israel lobbying group, and her open support for a
boycott and divestment movement against Israel led to
vocal criticism from both sides of the political aisle.

Belligerence against the lawmaker has ramped up
dramatically after a clip emerged of her characterizing
the Sept 11, 2001 attacks in the United States as “some
people did something”. On Friday, Trump tweeted a
video that juxtaposed the snippet - which some
Democrats say was taken out of context - with images
of the hijacked planes crashing into the World Trade
Center’s Twin Towers in New York.

Omar said Sunday in a statement that many of the
increased threats she had received were “directly refer-
encing or replying to the president’s video”. Trump’s
startling tweet prompted House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
the most high-ranking Democrat in the country, to
denounce his “hateful and inflammatory rhetoric” and
demand he take the video down, as she ordered a secu-
rity review to safeguard Omar and her family.

Even before Trump’s post, a man was arrested April
5 and charged with threatening to murder Omar, after
he called her office and said “I’ll put a bullet in her
(expletive) skull,” according to Omar’s statement. The
threats on social media were equally graphic. “She
needs to be executed,” one Twitter user wrote.

The president, perhaps believing that making her the
progressive face of the Democratic Party will help rally
his base in the early stages of his 2020 re-election bid,

maintained the pressure Monday, tweeting that Omar is
“out of control”. Democratic leaders “should look at the
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel and ungrateful US HATE state-
ments Omar has made,” he added. 

Seizing on a chance to target Omar anew, Trump
held a roundtable near Omar’s Minneapolis, Minnesota
congressional district. The subject was the economy,
but Trump strayed into immigration politics as he criti-
cized the US asylum process and called for an end to
the visa lottery. “Who do you think these countries are
giving us? They’re not giving us their finest, that I can
tell you,” Trump said.

Opposing groups of protesters gathered outside the
venue, including Trump opponents who held “Stand
with Ilhan” placards. Many Democrats have rushed to
Omar’s defense, among them multiple 2020 presidential
candidates. “The disgusting and dangerous attacks
against her must end,” tweeted Senator Bernie Sanders,
a frontrunner for the Democratic nomination. Some 200
Democratic activists, teachers, local officials and Jewish
and Muslim leaders signed a statement of solidarity
with Omar and demanded an end to the attacks.

Omar was just eight years old when she and her
family fled Somalia’s civil war. As a refugee in America,
a teenage Omar arrived in the big city of Minneapolis,
where she rose to become a Democratic member of the
state assembly. Last year, she won the Democratic
nomination for her congressional race in a district that
has not been represented by a Republican in half a cen-
tury. The lack of serious conservative opposition in that
race perhaps helped lead to her wake-up call when she
landed in Washington.

“This whole process has really been one of growth
for me,” she told Colbert. But Omar, who is married, has
three children and is the only member of Congress to
wear a religious headscarf in the House chamber, has
pushed back hard on the “offensive” accusation that
her religion and refugee past make her less of a US citi-
zen. “I took an oath to uphold the Constitution,” she
said. “I am as American as everyone else is.”— AFP 

Omar caught 
in a political...

Continued from Page 1

Bordered by Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and
Turkmenistan, the Caspian is the world’s largest inland
body of water, about the size of Japan. As well as the
seals and other endemic species including Caspian tur-
tles and the famed beluga sturgeon, the sea boasts vast
energy reserves, estimated at 50 billion barrels of oil and
300,000 billion cubic metres of natural gas. Pollution
from the extraction of that oil and gas, along with declin-
ing water levels due to climate change, pose a threat to
many species and put the future of the sea itself at risk.

The UN Environment Program has warned that the
Caspian “suffers from an enormous burden of pollution
from oil extraction and refining, offshore oil fields,
radioactive wastes from nuclear power plants and huge
volumes of untreated sewage and industrial waste
introduced mainly by the Volga River”. A few kilome-
tres from downtown Baku, fishermen along the
seashore watch small drops of oil appearing on the sur-
face of the sea and spreading in varicolored strains.
“Some fish seem to prefer polluted water, so they tend
to congregate here,” said 26-year-old Rashad. “The
water is dirty,” he said, displaying a plastic bag that
was caught on his fish hook.

Besides fishermen like Rashad, the entire caviar
industry is in danger as a result of the pollution. The
Caspian Sea used to be home to one of the world’s
largest population of sturgeons, but it has declined by
more than 90 percent over the last three generations,
the World Wildlife Fund said in 2016. “I remember
when caviar cost 10 (Azerbaijani) manats (per kilo-
gram)”, or about $6, said environmentalist Garayev.
“Today, it costs more than 1,500 manats ($960) and
there is almost none left. We have practically no viable

population of sturgeon today.”
Aligaidar Mammedov, a former hydro-geologist and

fisherman turned environmental activist, said that oil
exploration methods either kill or chase away the stur-
geon. “They set off seismic explosions in the sea,” he
said, adding: “The seabed is destroyed as a result, and
sturgeons are seabed fish.” Mammedov also warned of
the potential for oil spills, which would be far more pol-
luting in the inland sea than they are in the ocean.

Azerbaijan’s state-run oil company, SOCAR, says it
is doing its part and has cleared most of the vast areas
near Baku that used to be covered with oil sludge. “The
environmental challenges came mainly during the
Soviet era, when the country didn’t take enough care of
the environment and the technology was not as sophis-
ticated,” SOCAR spokesman Ibrahim Ahmadov said.
But even if pollution from the oil industry were mitigat-
ed, the Caspian could still be inching toward a catastro-
phe, since global warming is causing it to lose water.

A recent study by Azerbaijan’s Academy of
Sciences estimated that the sea level is dropping by
more than six centimetres per year. “Climate change
along the Caspian Sea basin causes very rapid evapo-
ration,” said Elnur Safarov, an Azerbaijani marine sci-
entist and one of the study’s authors. “The five coun-
tries bordering the Caspian, their economies, their
lives, depend on it completely - fishing, the oil industry,
agriculture, communications,” he said. “When the sea
level changes... the social and economic situation of the
entire coastline changes.”

In 2018, Caspian Sea countries signed an agreement
defining the status of the sea, which had lacked an inter-
national legal framework since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. The agreement mainly regulates military use, oil
and gas extraction and caviar production, and activists
have so far been disappointed that it has not touched on
environmental issues. They worry that the Caspian may
share the fate of Central Asia’s Aral Sea, which has all
but vanished in one of the world’s greatest environmen-
tal catastrophes. “It would be so stupid to lose it (the
Caspian) like the Aral Sea,” Garayev said. “I don’t want
to think about it. It would be a crime.” — AFP 

Seals, caviar, oil: 
Caspian faces ...

BURNSVILLE, Minnesota: A coalition of community organizations gathers in support of Minnesota Representative
Ilhan Omar outside Nuss Truck and Equipment where US President Donald Trump spoke on Monday. — AFP 

TRIPOLI: Qatar called yesterday for a
blocking of foreign arms supplies to east-
ern Libyan forces commander Khalifa
Haftar, whose push to seize the capital
Tripoli is causing rifts around the Gulf and
Europe. Nearly two weeks into its assault,
the veteran general’s eastern-based Libyan
National Army (LNA) is stuck in the city’s
southern outskirts battling armed groups
loyal to the internationally-recognized
Tripoli government.

Yet Tripoli’s roughly 2.5 million people
were maintaining a semblance of normality -
even as the occasional artillery boom echoed
across the city. “We are still carrying on,
thank God. What else can we do?” said
Mohamed Taha, 23, in a street where stu-
dents still packed a nearby school. Cafes and
shops also remained open and busy.

Foreign powers are worried but unable
to present a united front over the latest
flare-up in the cycle of anarchy and warfare
that has gripped Libya since dictator
Muammar Gaddafi was toppled in 2011. The
conflict has brought a growing humanitari-
an toll - 174 people, 756 injured and 18,250
displaced according to latest United
Nations tallies - and sunk for now an inter-
national peace plan. It threatens to disrupt

oil flows, foment migration across the
Mediterranean Sea to Europe, and allow
militants to exploit the chaos.

Qatar said an existing UN arms embargo
on Libya should be strictly enforced, to
prevent Haftar, 75, from receiving arms. The
Benghazi-based Haftar enjoys the backing
of Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia, who view him as an anchor to
restore stability and combat Islamist mili-
tants. Those three nations cut ties with
Qatar in 2017, accusing it of support for
militants and Iran.

Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani told
Italian daily La Repubblica that a postponed
UN peace conference should be resched-
uled and Haftar’s troops forced to withdraw.
The arms embargo must be implemented “to
prevent those countries that have been pro-
viding ammunitions and state-of-the-art
weapons from continuing to do so,” he said.
Past UN reports say the UAE and Egypt
have both supplied Haftar with arms and air-
craft, giving him air superiority among
Libya’s multiple factions. East Libyan author-
ities say Qatar and Turkey back rival,
Islamist-leaning factions in western Libya.

The Gulf diplomatic divisions echo those

in Europe, where former colonial ruler Italy
and France have sparred over Libya. Paris
has given Haftar support in the past, viewing
him as the best bet to end the chaos since a
NATO-backed rebellion to end Gaddafi’s
murderous four-decade rule. Italy, with con-
siderable oil interests in the OPEC member,
supports the Tripoli government of Prime
Minister Fayez Al-Serraj and was furious
with French reluctance to back a recent
European Union resolution urging Haftar to
halt his advance.

Nevertheless, Serraj has managed to keep
the LNA at bay, thanks largely to armed
groups who have rushed to aid them from
other western Libyan factions. The UN
Security Council is considering a British-
drafted resolution that would demand a
ceasefire and urge all nations with influence
over the warring parties to ensure compli-
ance. The 15-member council has expressed
concern but been unable so far to issue a
more formal statement, diplomats said, as
Russia objected to a reference to the LNA
while Washington said it could not agree a
text that did not mention Haftar’s forces.

Though Haftar presents himself as a
champion against what he calls terrorism,
opponents cast him as a would-be dictator

in the mold of Gaddafi. About 70 people
protested against him at the central Algiers
Square in Tripoli yesterday. “We are against
Haftar and military rule,” said demonstrator
Assam Dirbiq. Haftar was among officers
who helped Gaddafi rise to power in 1969,

but fell out with him during a war with Chad
in the 1980s. He was taken prisoner by the
Chadians, rescued by the CIA, and lived for
about 20 years in Virginia before returning
in 2011 to join other rebels in the uprising
against Gaddafi.  — Reuters 

East Libyan forces’ push for 
Tripoli stirs foreign divisions

Qatar wants to cut off arms supplies to Haftar

TRIPOLI: Libyan demonstrators hold placards against foreign intervention in Libya during a
protest outside the municipality yesterday. — AFP 
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Yelich 3 home runs, seven RBIs
powers Brewers past Cardinals

25

Bauer, Ramirez lift Indians over Mariners
MILWAUKEE: Christian Yelich continued his domi-
nance over the St. Louis Cardinals this season, setting
career highs-and tying franchise single-game records-
with three home runs and seven RBIs to lead the host
Milwaukee Brewers to a 10-7 win Monday in the open-
er of a three-game series. Yelich hit a three-run homer
to cap the six-run second for Milwaukee, then added a
three-run homer off reliever Mike Mayers (0-1) in the
sixth to snap a 6-6 tie. His solo shot in the eighth made
it 10-6.

After Dexter Fowler scored on a passed ball to make
it 6-4, Paul Goldschmidt and Marcell Ozuna followed
with RBI singles, the latter making the score 6-6. All
three runners were put on base by Alex Claudio, who
gave way to Junior Guerra (1-0). Though Guerra
allowed all baserunners to score, he got the win thanks
to Yelich’s second home run.

Milwaukee right-hander Freddy Peralta gave up
back-to-back home runs to Goldschmidt and Paul
DeJong in the first inning. Peralta lasted just 3 1/3
innings, giving up three runs, four hits and three walks
while striking out three.

INDIANS 6, MARINERS 4
Trevor Bauer tossed 6 2/3 strong innings, and Jose

Ramirez belted his first home run of the season as
Cleveland won at Seattle. Jason Kipnis had an RBI sin-
gle in his first contest since straining his right calf on
March 20, and Hanley Ramirez also had a run-scoring
single for the Indians, who snapped a three-game los-
ing skid. Edwin Encarnacion extended Seattle’s major
league record to 19 consecutive contests at the start
of a season with a home run with his two-run shot in
the eighth inning. Omar Narvaez homered in the next
at-bat, and Domingo Santana had an RBI single
among his three hits for the Mariners, who have
dropped four in a row.

ORIOLES 8, RED SOX 1
Chris Davis hit his first home run of the season as

Baltimore pounded Boston at Fenway Park in the
annual Patriots’ Day game. Davis hit a two-run blast
off Boston’s Heath Hembree in the eighth inning for his
first home run since Aug. 24 of last season. Dwight
Smith Jr. homered and drove in four runs and Dan
Straily (1-1) pitched five solid innings for Baltimore,
which earned a split of the four-game series. In a spot
start for the Red Sox, Hector Velasquez (0-1) allowed
a run in three innings. Boston’s J.D. Martinez had two
hits-including a double-and has at least one hit in 16
of 17 games this season.

RANGERS 12, ANGELS 7
Shin-Soo Choo, Joey Gallo and Asdrubal Cabrera

each hit home runs, while Gallo, Cabrera, Nomar

Mazara and Isiah Kiner-Falefa had two RBIs apiece as
host Texas rallied from an early three-run hole to rout
Los Angeles in Arlington. The Rangers knocked out
Angels starter Trevor Cahill after four innings, then
knocked L.A.’s bullpen around. Cam Bedrosian (1-1)
surrendered four runs (three earned) on four hits and a
walk with one strikeout. Rangers starter Shelby Miller
also failed to get out of the fifth inning, but Texas was
steadied by reliever Kyle Dowdy (1-0), who tossed 2
2/3 effective innings. Mike Trout returned to the Angels’
lineup after missing three games with a groin strain.
Though he went 0-for-2, he also drew three walks and
scored twice.

CUBS 7, MARLINS 2
David Bote and Willson Contreras had three RBIs

each while Javier Baez had three hits and scored twice
as Chicago rolled in Miami. Yu Darvish (1-2) earned just
his second win since signing a six-year, $126 million
contract with Chicago in February 2018. He gave up
four hits, four walks and two runs in 5 2/3 innings, strik-
ing out eight. Trevor Richards (0-2) took the loss after
surrendering four hits, four walks and five runs in 4 2/3
innings. He also fanned three and gave up a hit with a
runner in scoring position for the first time the season.

BLUE JAYS 5, TWINS 3
Teoscar Hernandez hit a three-run homer to high-

light a four-run eighth inning as Toronto rallied for a
win in Minneapolis. Hernandez finished with three hits,
Randal Grichuk went 3-for-4 with a pair of doubles,
and Justin Smoak went 2-for-3 with a double, an RBI
and a run scored for Toronto, which won for just the
third time in its last 10 games. Sam Gaviglio (1-0)
picked up the win with a scoreless inning of relief and
Joe Biagini pitched a 1-2-3 ninth to earn his first save.
C.J. Cron hit a three-run homer and Jorge Polanco went
3-for-3 with a walk and scored a run for Minnesota.
Adalberto Mejia (0-1) took the loss after giving up four
runs on four hits in two innings of relief.

WHITE SOX 5, ROYALS 4
Welington Castillo drilled a go-ahead, two-run

home run in the eighth inning and the Chicago
bullpen delivered four innings of one-run relief to
preserve the lead and ultimately the win over visiting
Kansas City. Castillo’s opposite-field drive to right
field snapped an 0-for-23 skid and followed a leadoff
double from Tim Anderson, who went 3-for-4 and
remains the leading hitter in the majors with a .453
batting average. Manny Banuelos (1-0) was the win-
ner, pitching three innings of one-run, no-hit relief
while walking three and striking out one. Brad
Boxberger (0-3) took the loss and his second blown
save of the season, allowing two runs and two hits

while walking one in the Chicago eighth.

METS 7, PHILLIES 6 (11 INNINGS)
A two-out error by Philadelphia first baseman Rhys

Hoskins in the top of the 11th inning scored the decisive
run, lifting visiting New York to a win at Citizens Bank
Park. Michael Conforto’s grounder bounced off
Hoskins’ glove, allowing Juan Lagares to race home
from second base. Mets starter Noah Syndergaard
gave up nine hits and five runs and three in five innings
while striking out nine. Luis Avilan (1-0) earned the win
in relief while Edwin Diaz earned his sixth save. Phillies
starter Aaron Nola struggled again, allowing seven hits
and five runs in four innings. Reliever Pat Neshek (0-1)
took the loss after allowing the unearned run in the 11th.

DODGERS 4, REDS 3
Joc Pederson hit a walk-off, two-run home run in the

ninth inning to give Los Angeles a win over Cincinnati
in a game that marked Clayton Kershaw’s return to the
mound and a host of former Dodgers’ return to their
former home. Most notably among the ex-Dodgers,
Yasiel Puig hit a home run and Matt Kemp hit a go-
ahead RBI single in the top of the ninth. Kemp and Puig
were traded from the Dodgers to the Reds in a seven-

player deal in December. Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen
(1-0) gave up Kemp’s run-scoring single but earned the
victory thanks to Pederson’s heroics. Pederson hit a 1-1
pitch off Reds closer Raisel Iglesias (0-3), his seventh
of the season. Kershaw gave up two runs on five hits
over seven innings (84 pitches), with no walks and six
strikeouts in his first game since shoulder inflammation
cut his spring training short.

ROCKIES 5, PADRES 2
Antonio Senzatela came off the injured list to hold

host San Diego to one run over 6 2/3 innings, and
Nolan Arenado and Ian Desmond homered as
Colorado opened a two-game series with a win.
Desmond, who entered the game hitting .140, drove in
three of the Rockies’ runs with a two-run double in
the second and a homer leading off the seventh
against left-handed Padres starter Joey Lucchesi (2-
2). Arenado hit his second homer of the season in the
sixth, a solo shot. Senzatela (1-0), making his first start
of the season after going on the injured list in spring
training with an infected blister on his right heel, gave
up only six hits and a walk with four strikeouts. Wade
Davis got the game’s final out to record the Rockies’
first save of the season. — Reuters

MILWAUKEE:  Christian Yelich #22 of the Milwaukee Brewers fields a fly ball in front of Orlando Arcia #3 during
the sixth inning of a game against the St Louis Cardinals at Miller Park in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. All players are
wearing the number 42 in honor of Jackie Robinson Day. —AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait skeet shooter arrived to a hero’s
welcome at Kuwait International Airport yesterday,
after winning the gold medal and qualifying for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

He said the achievements were the fruits of major
efforts by all elements, and continued support by
Kuwait shooting sport club.

He said competition was very strong with the par-
ticipation of well known shooters, as it qualifies for
the Olympics.

Al-Rashidi said he entered competition totally
focused, following several tournaments and training
camps earlier, and this contributed to the win.

Mansour Al-Rashidi dedicated the win to HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Kuwait people. He

also thanked all those who supported him in mak-
ing this achievement.

Meanwhile President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi said there will be
special plans for shooter Al-Rashidi and all those
who qualify for the Olympics in order to continue
making those achievements.

Al-Otaibi thanked all those who backed up the
club in making the achievements headed by the polit-
ical leadership which cares for athletes and support
them generously.

He also thanked the honorary President of KSSC
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
and the Public Authority for Sports.

TOKYO: The Tokyo 2020 Olympic marathons will start
at 6:00am, organisers announced yesterday, after doc-
tors warned of deadly medical emergencies in the
Japanese capital’s stifling summer heat. The men’s 50km
race walk will start even earlier, at 5:30am, with organ-
isers saying they had taken medical advice into account
in timetabling the events.

The scheduling decisions were taken “after discus-
sions with medical teams and stakeholders and consid-
ering the well-being of athletes”, Tokyo 2020 sports
director Koji Murofushi told reporters. Other sports,
including rugby sevens, triathlon and mountain biking
have also seen schedules shifted to avoid the worst of
potentially blistering temperatures for the July 24 to
August 9 Games.

Games organisers had already said the marathons
would start “between 5:30am and 6am” after a heat-
wave that struck the country last summer, prompting
Japanese medics to warn that running the race in mid-
morning could “lead to deaths” from heatstroke.

The last time Japan hosted the Summer Olympics, in
1964, the competition was held in October to avoid the
hot summer conditions. Tokyo 2020 CEO Toshiro Muto
said the possibility of extreme weather conditions,
ranging from typhoons to heatwaves, was a “major
issue” for the Games and International Olympic
Committee chief Thomas Bach has also voiced concern.

Tokyo has considered a range of options to counter-
act the heat, including the adoption of daylight saving, a
proposal that gained little traction. But other counter-
measures such as solar-blocking paint on roads and
mobile misting stations are planned, with Muto admit-
ting that there had been a knock-on impact on the
$12.6 billion budget.

There are plans for a special centre to monitor
extreme weather and warn of potential emergencies
including the risk of heatstroke, even recommending
evacuation if necessary. Head of the IOC Tokyo 2020
coordinating committee John Coates said in a recent
visit to Tokyo that medics had recommended “a list of
about 20 precautions they think we should take and
they are not going to be free”.

Last summer, Tokyo sweated through several deadly
heatwaves and Japan was also battered by a series of
typhoons that caused death, destruction and delay. At
one point, the mercury touched a record 41 Celsius
(105.8 Fahrenheit). The hottest day of Olympic competi-
tion in history was recorded at the 2004 Athens Games
when temperatures soared to 36C (97F). Organisers
said that the middle weekend of the Games (August 1-2)
would be an “action-packed two days” with 21 medal
events on “Super Saturday” and 26 on “Golden Sunday,”
including the Men’s 100m final.—AFP

Olympic marathons 
to beat deadly heat 
with 6 am start

Shooter Al-Rashidi 
arrives to a 
hero’s welcome

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
sponsored the fun-filled and competitive TRI Festival
event hosted at the Corniche Club on the  12th and
13th April. 

The ‘Big Weekend’, which was open to everyone,

consisted of newly introduced Aquathalon Team
Relay, Kids Triathlon and sprint & super-sprint
Triathlon. It celebrated sports, healthy lifestyles, fit-
ness and fun for all age groups. With over 300 partici-
pants, the event was designed to be inclusive of all

communities and was an opportunity for ABK to reit-
erate the importance of continuous dedication to
encouraging a much healthier lifestyle through sport.

At the heart of the partnership is the goal of creat-
ing a happier and healthier Kuwait.  

ABK sponsors TRI Festival at the Corniche Club

Abdulla Al Qattan (ABK) with the winners at the Tri Festival. Marwa Bahrou (ABK) with winners at the Tri Festival.
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Injury-hit Bangladesh recall 
Mosaddek for World Cup

Uncapped Jayed gets World Cup spot for Bangladesh
DHAKA: Bangladesh called up batsman Mosaddek
Hossain and uncapped fast bowler Abu Jayed for their
World Cup squad yesterday as they wrestle with a
series of injuries. Mosaddek was named to compensate
for fellow batting all-rounder Mahmudullah Riyad, who
has suffered a shoulder injury and looks unlikely to be
able to bowl, said chief selector Minhajul Abedin.

Jayed also got the nod in the 15-man squad as
potential cover for pace spearhead Mustafizur Rahman,
who is recovering from an ankle sprain, and Rubel
Hossain who has a side strain.

Mosaddek, a useful off-spinner, hasn’t played for
Bangladesh since last year’s Asia Cup, but he forced his
way into the reckoning with a series of big scores in
domestic cricket. “We have injury worries over
Mahmudullah. Most probably he will not be able to
bowl,” Minhajul told reporters in Dhaka. 

“So we needed someone down the order who could
also bowl a few overs. This is why we opted for
Mosaddek.” Mosaddek played a key role in
Bangladesh’s win over New Zealand at the 2017
Champions Trophy, when he picked up three vital wick-
ets. His batting faded until the recent Dhaka Premier
League where he scored 428 runs and picked up seven
wickets in 12 one-day matches.

Jayed was the only uncapped player in what is an
otherwise experienced squad for the tournament in
England and Wales, starting on May 30.  Jayed, 25,

made his Test debut last year and has played three
T20s for Bangladesh, but is yet to take part in a 50-
over international.

Four players have been to three World Cups: skipper
Mashrafe Mortaza, Tamim Iqbal, Shakib Al Hasan and
Mushfiqur Rahim.

Jayed’s inclusion meant there was no room for pace
bowler Taskin Ahmed, who is also recovering from
injury.  “Taskin played his last ODI in October 2017 and
it was a long break for him,” said Minhajul.

“There are 17 players going to Ireland and if anyone
gets injured or if he is fit by that time, we will keep him
as a back-up player.” Bangladesh also named a 17-man
squad for a tri-series in Ireland in early May, where
uncapped spinner Nayeem Hasan and batsman Yasir Ali
will join the World Cup players.

The games against Ireland and West Indies will be
held from May 5-17. Bangladesh open their World Cup
against South Africa at the Oval on June 2.

“Since the World Cup will be held in difficult (unfa-
miliar) conditions in the UK we wanted to value the
experience of our players,” said chief selector Minhajul
Abedin. Squad: Mashrafe Mortaza (Capt), Tamim Iqbal,
Liton Das, Soumya Sarkar, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mahmudullah Riyad, Shakib Al Hasan, Mohammad
Mithun, Sabbir Rahman, Mosaddek Hossain,
Mohammad Saifuddin, Mehidy Hasan, Rubel Hossain,
Mustafizur Rahman, Abu Jayed. —AFP Mosaddek Hossain

NEW DELHI: The high-octane Twenty20 Indian
Premier League has lived up to its reputation for rip-
roaring action in 2019. 

Entering the second half of the seven-week
extravaganza, AFP Sport picks the eye-grabbing
moments so far from this year’s IPL: 

ASHWIN’S MANKAD KICKS IT OFF 
Controversy exploded on just the third day of the

season after Ravichandran Ashwin’s “Mankad” run-
out of England batsman Jos Buttler triggered a world-
wide debate on the spirit of cricket. Ashwin, captain
of Kings XI Punjab, stopped in his delivery stride to
whip off the bails while Buttler, for Rajasthan Royals,
was backing up at the non-striker’s end. While pun-
dits and former players were busy squaring up on the
rights and wrongs of Ashwin’s actions, Sunil Gavaskar
took strong offence to former Test bowler Vinoo
Mankad’s name being associated with the controver-
sial mode of dismissal. “Lack of respect shown to an
Indian legend is indeed sad,” Gavaskar said of
Mankad, who had warned Australia’s Bill Brown
before sending him packing in the 1940s.

CAPTAIN COOL’ DHONI BOILS OVER 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni is known as “Captain

Cool” but he suffered a meltdown and stormed from
his dugout to confront the umpires after a no-ball call
for a high full toss was reversed against Rajasthan
Royals. Dhoni, the Chennai Super Kings skipper, was
docked 50 per cent of his match fee but many
thought the wicketkeeper was treated with kid gloves.
“Dhoni should have been banned for at least two to
three games,” said former India batsman Virender
Sehwag on website Cricbuzz. “...tomorrow another
captain can do the same, then what is the value of an
umpire?”

CLUB LEVEL UMPIRES PANNED 
India captain Virat Kohli also questioned the stan-

dard of umpiring in the star-studded Twenty20
league after his Royal Challengers Bangalore were
denied a win when Mumbai Indians’ Lasith Malinga
clearly overstepped on the final delivery. “We are not
playing club cricket,” Kohli fumed after the blatant no
ball was not spotted. Following on from Dhoni’s one-
man pitch invasion and Buttler’s Mankad, which many
thought should have been called a dead ball, the
umpires will be under the microscope as the season
heads for its climax.

KING KOHLI’S UNWANTED RECORD 
Kohli could not blame the umpires, however, when

Bangalore suffered their sixth straight defeat to equal
the worst start to an IPL campaign. They did finally
stop the rot with a first win on Saturday. While India
top the Test rankings and “King Kohli” is the world’s
leading batsman, the worry is he seems unable to lead
Bangalore to a maiden IPL title despite two half-cen-
turies and a place in the league’s top 10 batsmen.
With a playoff place looking remote, former England
captain Michael Vaughan reckons India should
instead rest him ahead of the World Cup next month.

CHART-TOPPING WARNER HAS THE HITS  
With four fifties and a century, David Warner

has taken the IPL by storm in his comeback from a
one-year ban for his part in Australia’s ball-tamper-
ing scandal. The opener tops the batting chart with
400 runs for Sunrisers Hyderabad and insists he is
“refreshed” after his enforced absence. Warner’s
disgraced former captain Steve Smith has been
quieter, but has displayed occasional flashes of
brilliance for Rajasthan Royals such as an unbeaten
73 against Kolkata. Both are back in the Australia
squad for the World Cup with a big incentive to
keep up their return to form by finishing the IPL
with a flourish.—AFP

From Mankad row 
to umpire howlers: 
IPL hits and misses

LONDON: Chris Woakes believes it would be unfair for
England selectors to ask any player to make way for the
uncapped all-rounder Jofra Archer in the World Cup
squad. Barbados-born Archer, who shone for Sussex
last season and in Australia’s Big Bash Twenty20 league
for Hobart Hurricanes, is eligible for national selection
under new England & Wales Cricket Board (ECB) resi-
dency rules.

Archer’s ability to bowl at over 90 miles per hour
and his lower-order power-hitting skills have earned
him a number of high-profile admirers including
England regulars Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler. Some are
concerned about who would be left out if he were to
join the England squad, however.

“If he was to come in and someone was to miss out,
it would be extremely unfortunate,” all-rounder Woakes
told BBC Sport. “We’ve been a tight-knit group for the
last two to three years, played some really strong crick-
et, won a lot of series.

“Apart from a personal level, I wouldn’t want to see
any of my mates and team-mates miss out. But it’s the
nature of international cricket that there is always
someone knocking on the door.”

England will name a provisional 15-man squad for

the World Cup today, alongside an expanded group of
17 for limited-overs series against Ireland and Pakistan
next month. Even if Archer is not included in the initial
squad, England can make changes to it until May 23,
seven days before their tournament opener against
South Africa at The Oval.

Asked if there would be added pressure on Archer if
called up, Woakes said: “He might thrive off it or it

might have the opposite effect. “But from what every-
one is hearing he might be part of the Ireland and
Pakistan matches so there will be pressure on everyone
to perform.

“Everyone will be looking over their shoulder and
that’s a good place to be as a team because it constant-
ly makes you want to improve and make sure you are a
part of that 15.” — Reuters

Woakes warns 
England over 
Archer’s World 
Cup call-up

MOHALI: Rajasthan Royals bowler Jofra Archer (R) celebrates with his teammate Dhawal Kulkarni (L) after
he dismissed Kings XI Punjab cricketer Chris Gayle during the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20
cricket match between Kings XI Punjab and Rajasthan Royals at the Punjab Cricket Association Stadium in
Mohali yesterday. -— AFP

SYDNEY: Australian coach Justin Langer yesterday
welcomed the top-order selection dilemma posed by
the return of David Warner as offering “fantastic flex-
ibility” to the team ahead of the World Cup.

The return of Steve Smith and Warner from their
year-long bans for ball-tampering has left selectors in
a quandary, with openers Aaron Finch and Usman
Khawaja building a formidable partnership in recent
one-day internationals.

Warner has been in blistering touch in the Indian
Premier League and typically opens the batting. But
Langer yesterday said it was a welcome problem to
have all three potential openers firing. 

“We have amazing flexibility now,” he told
Melbourne radio SEN. “Usman and Finchy have done
an incredible job opening the batting. David and
Finchy have done a great job in the past doing it,” he
added.

Langer said he would “mix and match” the top
order in matches leading up to the World Cup. “I love
the flexibility of it. (It’s about) boys playing their roles
for the team not just playing the roles that suit them,”
he said. Australia named their World Cup squad on
Monday with middle order batsman Peter Handscomb
“brutally unlucky” to have to make way for Smith.
“Steve Smith we felt would probably be able to play
that role that Pete has done so well for us,” Langer
said. The decision to drop Handscomb also means the
team only has one wicketkeeper in Alex Carey. But
Langer said Tim Paine, Matthew Wade and
Handscomb, all named in one of Australia’s two A
squads which will play in England later this year, were
on standby if Carey was injured.

“Usually wicketkeepers, they give up their spot for
no-one. They have to do a pretty serious injury to
move aside for someone else,” he said. “And Alex
Carey he is elite-fit and is as tough as they come. But
if something does happen then we will have someone
there to replace them.” — AFP

BASINGSTOKE: Chris Lewis’s journey from opening the
bowling for England in the 1992 World Cup final to con-
templating suicide and being convicted of drugs smug-
gling has him feeling as ambitious as when he was a
teenager, he has told AFP.

The 51-year-old-who represented England over 80
times in Tests and one-day internationals-said it was fear
over being penniless that drove him to smuggle £140,000
($183,000) of cocaine in cans of fruit into England from St
Lucia in 2008.

He stood to earn £50,000 from the deal-instead he
ended up serving six and a half years of a 13-year prison
term. The engaging and lithe former all-rounder is
presently touring with the play written by Dougie Blaxland
(the pen name of former cricketer James Graham-Brown)
about his life called “The Long Walk Back”. “Do you know,
the funny thing is I would suggest I am more ambitious
and more optimistic than I have ever been in my life,”
Lewis told AFP in an interview conducted at the
Haymarket Theatre in Basingstoke. “This is a stage of my
life I should have gone through in my 20s with a whole set
of new experiences. “It is a place I have not been since I
was a teenager... a place when that teenage boy was
dreaming of being a cricketer.”

The play, directed by Australian husband and wife
Shane Morgan and Moira Hunt of the Bristol-based
Roughhouse Theatre, has helped re-light the fire within
him. “It (the play) all comes together from an idea of how
we have reached here when less than a decade ago I was
sat in a prison cell and my life was more than over,” Lewis
said. It is a far cry from when Lewis, whose long-term girl-
friend Patricia stayed loyal despite him putting her
‘through the wars’, contemplated taking his own life on the
first night he was incarcerated after his arrest.

“You cannot get over the prospect of facing a sentence
of 15 years,” he said. “If you have not been in jail it seems
an unimaginable amount of time.  “The question of ‘if this
goes the wrong way what will you do’ and (suicide) was
certainly something on the table.

“It is ironic that after being sentenced to 13 years that
did not occur to me.” Lewis, whose morale was greatly

helped by former Surrey team-mate Jason Ratcliffe who
offered him help from the start, largely kept himself to
himself in prison.

“A strange thing that happened was sitting on my bed
the night after the sentence had been passed and I cried
and it got a lot of emotions out,” he said.

“After I had done crying that night I had no need to cry
again. “In terms of the cell... let us say if you like the fra-
grance of someone else - the toilet is right next to the bed
- there are some people who may put up with that
because they want company.

“I was more the other way I wanted to be on my own
having some control of one’s environment and keep your
room a certain way.” There were certain rules that Lewis
imposed on himself from the start of his jail term-neither
listening to music nor telling his adored grandmother
Eunice Joseph back in Guyana about his fall from grace.

“I stopped listening to music immediately because a
certain tune can take you back to a particular moment,” he
said. “My mum (Patricia) and aunts took the decision not
to tell my grandmother who was very proud of me and I
wholeheartedly agreed with it.

“I would ring her from prison and ensured every
Christmas that one of my brothers would send her money
from me so she would think everything was normal. “Sadly
she was pretty sick at the time, bedridden, and died while I
was inside,” he says, his voice choking with emotion. In the
play, Lewis takes part in a question and answer session
with the audience, fielding sometimes awkward enquiries.

He says he is pleased by the play-which has included
two prisons on its tour-because it explores the emotional
side of his story and the battle he had to accept who was
to blame for his predicament.— AFP

Ex-cricketer Lewis
on long walk back
from disgrace
to redemption

LONDON: Former England cricketer Chris Lewis poses
for a photograph at The Haymarket theatre in
Basingstoke on April 10, 2019. — AFP

Australia to 
rotate openers 
after David
Warner return
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Man City v Tottenham Hotspur 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
FC Porto v Liverpool 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

Madrid disappoint again in 
dreary draw with Leganes

MADRID: Real Madrid took the Monday night slot
reserved for La Liga’s lower teams and never really
looked out of place as Karim Benzema’s goal was
enough only for a 1-1 draw away to Leganes. 

Madrid delivered another thoroughly underwhelm-
ing performance at Butarque to remain 13 points adrift
of Barcelona, with Zinedine Zidane’s second reign as
coach now delivering three wins, one defeat and a draw. 

Leganes might even have won it after Jonathan Silva
gave them the lead shortly before half-time and while
Benzema scored his 26th goal of the season, Madrid
never looked like finding a winner.  “It looks like we do
not have much confidence,” Zidane said. “We have to
give a little bit more.”

Instead, they sit four points behind Atletico Madrid
and finishing second, and above their city rivals,
appears unlikely. Leganes climb to 11th.  Zidane was
asked last month about the humiliation of playing on a
Monday night, the time typically reserved for La Liga’s
sides not involved in European competitions and so
unpopular that it will be abolished next season. 

It meant as Barcelona were preparing to face
Manchester United in the Champions League quarter-
finals, Real Madrid stepped out looking to salvage only
pride and, perhaps, momentum ahead of what most
expect to be a busy summer. 

Most of Zidane’s press conferences have so far been

dominated by questions about his players’ futures and
on this evidence, few will be feeling secure.  Benzema
has been, by a distance, Madrid’s most consistent play-
er this season and he showed again why Zidane has
already said the striker will stay. Gareth Bale, mean-
while, was left on the bench for the second time in three
matches, with his prospects looking ever-more bleak. 

“Today I wanted to make a change,” Zidane said. “It
is done.”  Chances were few and far between in the first
half but Madrid could twice have taken the lead as
Marco Asensio scuffed his finish after being put
through by Isco and Raphael Varane’s shot was blocked
after a goalline scramble. 

Leganes, though, were otherwise rarely made to feel
uncomfortable and shortly before half-time they took
the lead. Madrid failed to clear, instead allowing Martin
Braithwaite to roll back to Silva, who guided the ball
into the corner. 

Zidane strode down the tunnel at half-time and his
team emerged with greater purpose afterwards, with
Benzema finding an equaliser six minutes in.  Casemiro
threaded a neat ball through to Luka Modric, who twist-
ed and set free Benzema. His first shot was pushed out
by Pichu Cuellar but only back to Beznema, who fired in
the rebound.  Silva headed straight at Navas and Youssef
En-Nesyri had a goal correctly ruled out for offside late
on. Neither side really deserved a winner.  — AFP

LEGANES: Real Madrid’s Spanish midfielder Marco Asensio (R) challenges Leganes’ Nigerian defender
Kenneth Omeruo during the Spanish league football match between Club Deportivo Leganes SAD and Real
Madrid CF at the Estadio Municipal Butarque in Leganes. — AFP

Today I wanted to make a change, it is done: Zidane 

LONDON: Son Heung-min insists he has already
proved he can shoulder the burden of replacing Harry
Kane in Tottenham’s Champions League showdown
with Manchester City today. Mauricio Pochettino’s side
head to the Etihad Stadium for the quarter-final second
leg looking to protect a slender 1-0 lead.

But Tottenham’s task has been made harder by
injuries to Kane and Dele Alli.  Kane is likely to miss the
rest of the season after the striker suffered yet another
ankle ligament injury in the first leg against City, while
England midfielder Alli is a doubt after fracturing his
hand in the same match.

Losing two such influential players ahead of a do-
or-die clash with the Premier League champions would
be a hammer blow to most teams. But South Korea for-
ward Son has shown this season that playing without
Kane need not be fatal to his side’s European ambi-
tions. Son has scored nine goals in 10 matches with
Kane absent this season and he said: “I just enjoy the
football. Everyone, not just me, should enjoy the game
and scoring and winning.

“We should not put pressure on ourselves about
these situations. There’s nothing better than the
Champions League quarter-finals at the moment.”
While Hugo Lloris deserved plaudits for saving Sergio
Aguero’s penalty, the first leg was won after Kane

limped off thanks to Son’s 78th-minute strike-a typical-
ly cool finish after he alertly kept the ball in play as the
City defence dithered.

In fact, Tottenham have won their last five matches
without Kane and Son looks in perfect form to maintain
that run at City’s expense. The 26-year-old scored the
first goal in Tottenham’s new stadium against Crystal
Palace.

Six days later, he was once again the toast of the
62,062 sell-out crowd as he drew first blood against
City. His pace, skill and astute movement make him a
different proposition for central defenders than Kane
and some have even suggested Tottenham look better
with Son up front than the England captain.

That is a little far fetched, but such is his importance,
Son was rested until the 87th minute in Saturday’s 4-0
thrashing of Huddersfield in the Premier League.  Even
then, he still managed to provide an assist in his brief
spell on the pitch with a superb through-ball setting up
Lucas Moura for his third goal.

Son’s rise to prominence is even more impressive
given he was so frustrated three years ago that he con-
sidered leaving Tottenham. Struggling for form and reg-
ular playing time, Son instead resolved to prove his
worth after speaking to Tottenham boss Pochettino.

“Sometimes you have tough times to get better,”
said Son, who has scored 18 goals in all competitions
this term.  “The club, the coaching staff, the players,
when I have a tough time they help me lots to be here
right now. 

“I’m really grateful for this situation and I’m not fin-
ished. I try to improve every day.” Son showed his com-
passionate side this week when he reportedly donated

around £100,000 ($131,000) to the victims of a deadly
fire in South Korea, which killed at least two people and
left hundreds homeless.

“Although I’m living abroad, I know what’s happen-
ing in my home country. I think it’s something I should
do when there’s a big disaster in my home country,”
Son said. His focus back on the eagerly-anticipated
City tie, Son is confident Tottenham are primed to
reach their first European semi-final since 1984.

“The Manchester City game will be a tough one, but
I believe that if we play as a team and believe in our-
selves, we can have a good result,” he said.  — AFP

Son in the spotlight as 
Spurs eye Euro glory

MANCHESTER: Mauricio Pochettino attends a press confer-
ence at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Jordan Henderson has emerged as the unexpect-
ed driving force in Liverpool’s midfield after persuading
Jurgen Klopp to grant him the freedom to roam. Henderson
has spent most of his career as an unsung support act for
more glamourous team-mates with Liverpool and England.
But the 28-year-old has won Klopp’s trust so completely that
he goes into Wednesday’s Champions League quarter-final
second leg at Porto firmly established as one of the key com-
ponents of Liverpool’s push for a European Cup and Premier
League double.

Ever since joining Liverpool from his hometown club
Sunderland in 2011, Henderson had struggled to silence the
critics who have questioned his ability to influence matches
against the very best opposition. Those doubters seized on
criticism from former Manchester United boss Alex Ferguson,
who once wrote in his autobiography that he opted not to
sign Henderson because of the way he ran.  “We looked at
Jordan Henderson a lot, and Steve Bruce was unfailingly
enthusiastic about him. But we noticed that Henderson runs
from his knees, with a straight back,” Ferguson said.

“The modern footballer runs from his hips, and we thought
this gait might cause him problems later in his career.” But the
level-headed Henderson refused to be beaten down by
Ferguson and others who wrote him off. Impressing Klopp
with his tactical discipline and relentless work ethic,
Henderson has improved significantly since the German took
charge at Anfield in 2015, earning the captain’s armband. But
even with his place in Klopp’s plans secure as a reliable
defensive midfielder, Henderson remained restless for a big-
ger role in the team’s attacking scheme. Offered the chance to
play in an advanced midfield berth during England’s recent
Euro 2020 qualifiers against the Czech Republic and
Montenegro, Henderson showcased his versatility with two
terrific performances.

Emboldened by those displays, Henderson made a beeline
for Klopp’s office on his return to Liverpool’s Melwood train-
ing ground and made his case to be used in the same role
with the Reds.

It wasn’t the first time this season Henderson had been
willing to challenge Klopp after the pair briefly clashed on the
Old Trafford touchline when the midfielder was substituted
against Manchester United.

Intriguingly, Klopp decided to bow to Henderson’s request
on this occasion and the results have been a revelation. He
scored his first goal for 17 months in Liverpool’s 3-1 win at
Southampton, delivered a dynamic show in the 2-0
Champions League first-leg victory over Porto and then set
up Sadio Mane’s opener in Sunday’s vital 2-0 success against
Chelsea. “From now on, all the time when players come into
my office and ask for a different position, I will play them. It’s
brilliant!” Klopp joked. “Actually we had that talk. He played
the other positions when we had a need and played them
really well.

“Now you can see he is really energetic. For the game
against Porto, wow. So no problem. That is my job, to play the
players in their strongest position.

“In the last three games he’s obviously on fire.”
Henderson’s Liverpool team-mate Mohamed Salah believes
the switch to a more attacking position has benefitted the rest
of the side as well. “Hendo did a great job and it makes it eas-
ier for me. I think we do a good job together, we know how to
play to each other,” Salah said.

With Henderson, who should recover from an ankle knock
to face Porto, in such fine form, Liverpool are top of the
Premier League as they chase a first English title since 1990.
They are also within touching distance of the Champions
League semi-finals and Graeme Souness, himself a bucca-
neering midfielder in Liverpool’s golden era, gives plenty of
the credit to Henderson.—AFP

Henderson thriving 
after Klopp 
lifts shackles

PARIS: After stumbling as they reached for the French
title not once but twice, runaway Ligue 1 leaders Paris
Saint-Germain can clinch the trophy by beating Nantes
today despite an overcrowded sickbay.

Despite two consecutive defeats the defending
champions are 17 points clear of second placed Lille
and can still wrap up the title with six league games to
spare. But PSG are reinforcing a reputation for choking.
They went out of the  Champions League with a horror

show against Manchester United, then missed their first
chance to wrap up Ligue 1 when they drew at home to
Strasbourg before Sunday’s thumping 5-1 defeat at
Lille. In their defence, the Qatari backed club can point
at an astonishingly crowded sickbay, a problem exacer-
bated by the suspension of Juan Bernat. Beleagured
coach Thomas Tuchel joked on Tuesday that the list of
injured resembled what might be mistaken for his first-
team line up.

“We’ll be playing without Marquinos, Neymar,
(Edinson) Cavani, (Marco) Verrati, Bernat, (Thiago)
Silva, (Thomas) Meunier and by the looks of it (Angel)
Di Maria too,” Tuchel said. “That’s not our squad for a
Champions League match, it’s our injury list,” he said
smiling. Tuchel vowed to finish the job. “We’ll find a

solution for tomorrow and looking at who we have we
are fully capable of beating Nantes,” he said. When
asked if he wanted new recruits, the coach of one of the
world’s richest clubs said he did.

“We know exactly who we need and what we are
targeting and we’ll be trying to sign such players”
Tuchel said. Brazilian superstar Neymar may be back
soon. “He’s feeling really well and is in no pain, he’s
been training with the squad,” said Tuchel.

One positive for Tuchel, PSG and French football in
general is the continued excellence of the prodigy
Kylian Mbappe, who had two goals ruled out for offside
at the weekend. The French League’s top scorer and is
showing maturity beyond his years during a tricky time
for his club. — AFP

PSG top guns missing 
for third tilt at title

RALEIGH: Warren Foegele and Dougie Hamilton each
scored two goals as the Carolina Hurricanes, despite being
down to 10 forwards for most of the game, trounced the
visiting Washington Capitals 5-0 in Game 3 of their first-
round Eastern Conference playoff series Monday at
Raleigh, N.C. It was the first home playoff game in 10
years for the Hurricanes, with PNC Arena full of energy.
The Capitals hold a 2-1 series lead going to Game 4
tomorrow night in Raleigh. Brock McGinn added a goal
and an assist, and Carolina goalie Petr Mrazek stopped 18
shots for his fifth career playoff victory-four of them
shutouts. Washington, the defending Stanley Cup champi-
ons, had won six straight postseason games dating to last
season. Hurricanes rookie Andrei Svechnikov, 19, exited in
the first period after he was dropped by a punch from Alex
Ovechkin. Svechnikov, who appeared to be knocked out,
hit the back of his head on the ice as he fell. Carolina’s
Micheal Ferland also left in the first period because of an
upper-body injury.

AVALANCHE 6, FLAMES 2
Nathan MacKinnon had two goals and an assist, Cale

Makar scored in his NHL debut, and Colorado put 56
shots on goal while beating Calgary in Denver in a
Western Conference quarterfinal series. Makar played
Saturday for UMass in the NCAA championship game.
Mikko Rantanen and Matt Nieto had a goal and an assist
each, Erik Johnson also scored, and Philipp Grubauer
stopped 25 shots for eighth-seeded Colorado, which took
a 2-1 series lead over the top-seeded Flames. Sam Bennett
and TJ Brodie produced goals, and Mike Smith made 50
saves for the Flames. Calgary has dropped the past two

games in the series after shutting out the Avalanche 4-0 in
Game 1. The Flames allowed two power-play goals and a
short-handed tally Monday.

PREDATORS 3, STARS 2
Mikael Granlund’s goal midway through the third peri-

od broke a deadlock, and Pekka Rinne sparkled in net as
visiting Nashville defeated Dallas and took the lead in
their opening round Western Conference playoff series.
The Stars had all the momentum, and not just because they
had erased a two-goal deficit, when Granlund sent a long
wrist shot that somehow beat Ben Bishop with 8:19 left on
the clock. The Predators held on the rest of the way thanks

to Rinne to take a 2-1 edge in the best-of-seven series.
Rinne made 40 saves, including a mammoth stop on Jamie
Benn right after the Stars made it a 2-2 game.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, BRUINS 2
Auston Matthews and Andreas Johnsson each had a

goal and an assist as Toronto defeated visiting Boston. The
Maple Leafs took a 2-1 lead in the best-of-seven first-
round Eastern Conference playoff series. Trevor Moore
also scored for Toronto, while David Krejci and Charlie
Coyle scored for Boston. Frederik Andersen stopped 34
shots in the Toronto goal. On the opposite end of the rink,
Tuukka Rask made 31 saves for Boston. — Reuters

Hurricanes halt Caps’ 
playoff win streak

RALEIGH: Evgeny Kuznetsov #92 of the Washington Capitals takes a shot against Petr Mrazek #34 of the Carolina
Hurricanes during the third period in Game Three of the Eastern Conference First Round. — AFP
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76ers set franchise record with 51 points to rout Nets

OAKLAND:  Kevin Durant #35 of the Golden State Warriors is fouled by Montrezl Harrell #5 of the LA Clippers during Game Two of the first round of the 2019 NBA Western Conference Playoffs at ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP

OAKLAND: The Los Angeles Clippers delivered the
biggest comeback in NBA playoff history Monday, rally-
ing from a 31-point deficit for a shocking 135-131 win
over the two-time defending champion Golden State
Warriors. Lou Williams scored 36 points and Montrezl
Harrell nailed a couple of clutch late free throws as the
Clippers surprised even themselves to square the first
round playoff series at 1-1.

Clippers coach Doc Rivers said he told his players at
halftime, when they were down by 23 points, to not give
up. “I said ‘We are going to win this game.’ I was honest
with them. I said, ‘I don’t know how. Just hang in there
with each other,’” Rivers said.

“This is who we are. We hung in there long enough.
We found a way to win the game.” Williams also had 11
assists, going 13-of-22 from the field and eight-of-10
from the free throw line. Game three is tomorrow in Los
Angeles. The str tch drive featured the Clippers’ consis-
tent mid-range game against the Warriors’ inconsistent

three-point shooting. But fouls and injuries also worked
against the Warriors in game two of the first round series.

Warriors coach Steve Kerr described it as an epic
meltdown. “Once you lose momentum in a game, it is hard
to get it back,” said Kerr. “We lost this game in the middle
of the third quarter when we stopped playing. 

“We got up by 31 and we shut down. We got exactly
what we deserved.” The Clippers topped the Los Angeles
Lakers’ rally from a 29-point deficit to beat the Seattle
Supersonics in 1989.  The Clippers also came back from
being 27 points down in a playoff win over the Memphis
Grizzlies in 2012.

“We changed a couple things offensively and defen-
sively on the fly in the third,” Rivers said. “And it worked
out for us.” The Warriors got more bad news after the
game when they learned centre DeMarcus Cousins suf-
fered a serious injury. Cousins injured his left quad in the
first quarter and is expected to have an MRI scan done
on it today.

“It is a significant quad injury,” said Kerr without
going into detail. “We will get an MRI done tomorrow. He
is going to be out a while. It is significant.” Williams
drained a key jump shot over Klay Thompson with 46
seconds remaining after Curry had put the Warriors
ahead 131-128 on a three-pointer 12 seconds earlier. 

After Klay Thompson missed a shot from beyond the
arc, Clippers Landry Shamet hit a three pointer with 16
seconds left for the game winner. Harrell sank two free
throws with five seconds left to cap the scoring.

Elsewhere, Ben Simmons heard cheers instead of jeers
Monday as the Philadelphia 76ers set a franchise record
with 51 points in the third quarter en route to a 145-123
playoff win over the Brooklyn Nets. Australia’s Simmons,
who had criticized the Philadelphia fans’ booing in game
one of the series, delivered a triple-double of 18 points, 12
assists and 10 rebounds.

He joined Wilt Chamberlain and Charles Barkley as the
only Sixers to get multiple triple-doubles in the postsea-

son, and this time he left to a standing ovation from the
home fans. Philadelphia grabbed command of the contest
with a 51-point third quarter, a team record for most
points in a quarter.

The Sixers also set a club record for most points in a
playoff game, squaring their best-of-seven opening
round series 1-1. Game three is tomorrow in New York.
Ailing Joel Embiid finished with 23 points and 10
rebounds to lead Philadelphia, who shot 56 percent from
the field. Embiid was a game-time decision due to a sore
left knee.

“Everybody’s got to bring it,” Embiid said. “We need
everybody.” Tobias Harris added 19 points, JJ Redick
scored 17, reserve centre Boban Marjanovic had 16 and
Mike Scott scored 15 for Philadelphia. Spencer Dinwiddie
scored 19 and D’Angelo Russell added 16 for the Nets,
who set a team record for points allowed in a postseason
game. Rondae Hollis-Jefferson got 15, while Caris LeVert
and Shabazz Napier scored 13 each. — AFP

Clippers pull off biggest comeback in history

BERLIN: Hertha Berlin coach Pal Dardai will step down at
the end of the season after a string of poor results in 2019,
the club confirmed yesterday.  After a positive start to the
season, Hertha have won just two of 13 games this year,
plummeting to 11th in the table.

A 2-0 loss to Hoffenheim on Sunday was their fifth defeat
in a row, piling the pressure on 43-year-old Hungarian coach
Dardai.  Yesterday, the club announced that Dardai would
end nearly five seasons in charge at the end of this season. 

“Four-and-a-half years of good, constructive work is a
long time in professional football, but we have now decided
that we need a new impetus in the summer,” said Hertha’s
director of sport Michael Preetz.

“Pal is an important part of
the positive development of
the club and will remain a big
part of the Hertha family in
the future. Dardai has been
associated with Hertha since
his playing days, and still
holds the club record of 373
appearances. 

Even on Monday, he
remained bullish about
rumours that he would be
sacked, saying that he and his
team were doing a “great job” and that he “enjoyed the
trust” of the club.  On Tuesday, he said that Hertha “is and
will remain my home”.  “I am thankful for the chance I was
given here and very proud of what we have achieved,” he
said.  The club confirmed that Dardai’s “general” contract
would not be cancelled, and that he would remain at the club
as a youth team coach.  —AFP

LONDON: Arsenal moved into the Premier League
top four, but made hard work of seeing off 10-man
Watford 1-0 thanks to Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang’s
fortunate early opener on Monday. Aubameyang prof-
ited from an error by Watford goalkeeper Ben Foster
as he blasted an attempted clearance in off the Gabon
international.

Watford captain Troy Deeney was then shown a
straight red card after just 11 minutes, but the Gunners
failed to make the most of their man advantage and
were fortunate as the hosts twice hit the woodwork.

However, Unai Emery’s men held out for a first clean
sheet away from home in the Premier League this sea-
son to move ahead of Chelsea on goal difference into
fourth. “We didn’t control the match like I wanted,”
admitted Emery.

“The team was anxious because they could (have)
taken some moment. The most important for us is to
score the second goal, which we didn’t do.” Arsenal also
edge to within a point of north London rivals Tottenham
and two clear of Manchester United in the four-way
battle for the two remaining Champions League places
behind Liverpool and Manchester City. FA Cup finalists
Watford were already shorn of the man who helped
book their place at Wembley against Manchester City
next month as Gerard Deulofeu missed out through
injury and Javi Gracia’s side did themselves little favours
early on. Firstly, Foster dallied as Aubameyang closed in
to concede a comical opener. — AFP

Hertha Berlin coach 
Dardai to step down 

Pal Dardai 

Arsenal move 
into top four
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