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93rd birthday  
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The British Embassy in Kuwait hosted a festive occasion
to celebrate the 93rd birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. The event was
held at the ambassador’s residence in Dasman with the attendance
coming from various diplomatic missions, ministers, local govern-
ment officials, civil society and more.

Addressing the crowd, British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael
Davenport lauded the relations between two countries “spanning
for generations,” and the bonds of friendship between the two peo-
ples continues in younger generation. “Kuwait and Britain have al-
ways stood side by side in all aspects,” the ambassador said. “We
are proud that British armed forces have served bravely alongside
our Kuwaiti and coalition friends to deter aggression and to restore
Kuwait’s sovereignty and independence. The commitment remains
as solid as ever.” He added that one solid proof of friendship is ev-
ident in the form of education. “Kuwaitis are now studying in the

UK more than ever before. This year, the Northern Consortium of
British universities will launch the first ever Foundation Year course
in Kuwait. UK is considered by many Kuwaitis as their second
home,” he added. 

The envoy also applauded His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision for Kuwait, in which he noted
that with Kuwait-Britain partnership, they can be part of making
that vision a reality. “[We are] supporting the modernization and
diversification of Kuwait’s economy in whatever way we can,” he
added. “Kuwait has showed great faith by setting up the first Sov-
ereign Wealth Fund in London. The Kuwait Investment Office in
London, managing its portfolio rights across Europe, continues to
go from strength to strength. We have faith in the Kuwait vision for
its future and want to be part of it.” 

He also congratulated His Highness the Amir for completing 13
years as the ruler of Kuwait, and for the award given to him by the
World Bank for his “untiring support for global peace, economic
and social development.” He also mentioned that this year, the two
nations are celebrating the 120th anniversary of treaty of protection,
which is now known as the ‘Treaty of Friendship.’ He also thanked
several companies who sponsored this year’s event.

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah and other senior officials attended the ceremony.
Jarallah hailed the strong friendship with the United Kingdom, re-

calling Britain’s role in Kuwait’s liberation war. In statements to re-
porters he said that Kuwait is looking forward to expanding coop-
eration with the UK in all domains. He lauded the outcome and
mechanism of the UK-Kuwait steering committee meetings. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: In a surprising move, Islamist opposi-
tion MPs Mohammad Hayef and Mohammad Al-
Mutair yesterday filed to grill Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh over alleged financial
and administrative violations amid a flurry of warn-
ings to grill the prime minister and other ministers
by disgruntled lawmakers. The two lawmakers had
not made any indication that they were planning to
grill Saleh who is one of the most senior ministers
in the cabinet and his ministry is responsible for a
number of key state institutions.

During the assembly session on Wednesday,

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kundari said he was going to
grill Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah over the government failures,
while MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said he planned to file
to grill Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri
over alleged violations and corruption.

Newcomer MP Bader Al-Mulla said he will file
to grill Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf in early
June while Hayef himself had threatened to grill In-
terior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
over mistreatment of ‘bedoons’ or stateless people
and other alleged violations.

The flurry of threats to grill the premier and
several ministers has raised concern about the fate

of the national assembly and the possibility of dis-
solution. Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem however
insisted on Wednesday the assembly will not be
dissolved  and will complete its term.

The grilling accuses the minister of responsibil-
ity for alleged wide-spread  corruption in several
state departments which threatens their reputation
and their very existence. They charged that the
government has done little to curb the spread of
corruption and adopted wrong policies in this re-
gard to the extent that the structures of state insti-
tutions have become highly sluggish.

The two lawmakers also charged in the grilling
that the minister has violated the law in admitting

Kuwaiti lawyers at the Fatwa and Legislative De-
partment, the state legal department under the
minister’s authority, and made lots of exceptions
which resulted in unfair treatment to many Kuwaiti
job seekers. According to the grilling, the minister
stands accused of squandering public funds and
encouraging corruption as a result of the Central
Agency for Public Tenders, which is responsible for
awarding state projects, awarding state contracts
to a small number of contractors who did not fulfill
conditions which resulted in wasting public funds.
The grilling will be listed on the agenda of next as-
sembly session on April 30 but its debate could be
delayed for two more weeks. 
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Two MPs file to grill Saleh over
‘financial, administrative violations’

KUWAIT: Officials cut the cake during the British Embassy’s cer-
emony marking the 93rd birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. — KUNA

Disgruntled lawmakers threaten to grill premier, other ministers

Zain concludes 
strategic partnership
of 7th Ideal Mother
Award
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in Kuwait,
concluded its strategic partnership of the seventh edition of the
Ideal Mother Award during the event’s conclusion ceremony or-
ganized by Al-Kharafi Activity Kids Center at Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel.

The awarding ceremony witnessed the attendance of Chairman
of Sanad Kuwaiti Foundation for Disabled Children Sabeeka Al-
Jaser, Honorary President of Kuwait Disabled Sports Club Shaikha
Shaikha Abdullah Al-Sabah, Award Director and President of Al-
Kharafi Activity Kids Center Aisha Al-Salem, Head of the Award’s
Organizing Committee Fawaz Al-Qabban, Zain Kuwait’s External
and Internal Relations Department Manager Hamad Al-Matar, as
well as the honored mothers and their families. 

The event’s conclusion ceremony witnessed the honoring of 19

mothers from Kuwait, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-
tries, and a number of nations from the Arab world. The award
mainly aimed at shedding light and recognizing the distinguished
and dedicated individual efforts of the mothers for caring and de-
veloping their children with mental disabilities. As part of the hon-
oring program, the mothers also took part in a special trip to a
number of cultural and traditional sites in Kuwait. 

Zain’s strategic partnership of this annual event comes in line
with its support of the various social causes that are of interest
to all segments of the society, especially within the special needs
sector. The company is keen on reinforcing its partnerships with
the many public and private entities that cater to people with
special needs and their families within the local community all
year round. 

Zain constantly shoulders initiatives that work towards enhanc-
ing the society’s welfare. The company’s long-term cooperation
with the various private and public entities that cater to people
with special needs springs from its belief in the importance of hav-
ing a positive print by supporting and launching initiatives that
cater to various interests of the community.

Zain dedicates a great part of its Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility strategy towards people with special needs.
The company recently participated in a special event organized
by the Public Authority of the Disabled on the occasion of the In-
ternational and Arab Day of People with Special Needs. During

the event, Zain organized a number of recreational activities to
share the joys of this day with people with special needs and their
families. The company also sponsored the annual charity marathon
organized by Fawzia Sultan Healthcare Network (FSHN) and
aimed at supporting children with special needs in Kuwait. Zain
also regularly conducts visits to social care centers during multi-
ple seasons all-year round. 

KUWAIT: Sabeeka Al-Jaser and Shaikha Shaikha Al-Sabah honor
Zain for its support.


