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Life must go on for 
Libyans despite war 
on their doorstep
TRIPOLI: Despite the war on Tripoli’s
doorstep, residents are fi l l ing the
salons and cafes in some quarters of
the Libyan capital as they carry on as
best they can. “Life has to go on. It
will end when it ends,” said Samira,
who runs a hair and beauty salon in
Tripoli’s central Ben Achour neighbor-
hood. Originally from neighboring
Tunisia, Samira has been living in
Libya for years and her salon is
always packed with clients. “At least
three or four brides come in each
week to have their hair done and get
ready for their big day,” she said, as
she prepared a palette of eyeshadows
and brushes to start making up a
young bride.

“That’s as well as dozens of women
who come for a haircut, to get a
makeover, or skincare before a big
event,” she added. Tension has been
high in Tripoli since military chief
Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive
on April 4, aimed at seizing the capital
from the UN-backed unity govern-
ment based there. The battle for con-
trol of the capital has so far left more
than 260 dead and wounded more
than 1,200 others, according to a toll
from the World Health Organization.

Clashes have centered on the
southern outskirts of the city, just 15
kilometers from the centre. Fighting
intensif ied with a counter-attack
launched by GNA force on Saturday,

when sustained rocket and shellfire
could be heard in several districts and
some witnesses reported air strikes.
Tripoli residents fear that the battle
could escalate into a wider conflict
that would devastate the North
African country, already rocked by
years of instabil ity and economic
hardship since dictator Muammar
Gaddafi was ousted in 2011.

But for now, the honking of car
horns on the seafront is louder than
the distant boom of rockets and gun-
fire. Schools and businesses in Tripoli
remain open when they can, while
residents of the Mediterranean city
try to indulge in their favorite leisure
activities.

“Libya is not just about television
footage showing tanks and militiamen
brandishing their guns or destroyed
buildings,” said schoolteacher Mariam
Abdallah. “We are still having wed-
dings, parties, school activities and
sports events.”

‘Blood and violence’ 
On the seafront in the west of

Tripoli, outdoor cafes are packed,
especially towards the end of the day
when residents like to unwind after a
day’s work. Many of the clients are
students and young employees
attracted by the offers of free wifi.
Issam, a waiter at a cafe, said coffee
shops and restaurants provide a
“rare” form of leisure in Libya, a
country that has “no cinemas, theatres
or concert halls”. So the “best places
to meet (friends) and spend some
good times are cafes and restaurants,”
he said. The Haftar offensive has also

displaced more than 30,000 people,
according to the United Nations.

But the number could be much
higher, as many people who fled their
homes and moved in with relatives in
safer areas did not register with inter-
national organizations. “My daughter,
her husband and their children came
to shelter in our house because of the
fighting, so the family has grown,”
said Faiza, as she shopped for some
crockery and other supplies. “It is
always nice to have something new in
the kitchen,” she said cheerfully as she
checked out some bowls with a flow-
ery motif.

Faiza said she needed to prepare
ahead of the holy fasting month of

Ramadan, which begins in early May,
during which Muslims fast from dawn
to dusk, breaking at sunset for lavish
family meals. “New things inspire me
to create new dishes for the family,”
she added, her grandchildren running
up and down the aisles of the super-
market. “It’s hard to come up with
different meals to break the
(Ramadan) fast every evening for a
month,” she said. But not everyone
was as cheerful as Faiza. “It is too late
to speak of a political solution,” said
a man in his fifties who owns a gro-
cery store in the seafront district of
Gargaresh. “The situation won’t be
resolved unti l  we’re drowning in
blood and violence.” —AFP

Algerian students 
take to streets in
fresh protests 
ALGIERS: Thousands of Algerian stu-
dents marched through the capital call-
ing for the overthrow of the “system”
and trials for members of ousted presi-
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s inner circle.
The rallies came as state media report-
ed that Algeria’s richest man has been
detained in jail after his arrest as part
of a corruption probe and Sunday’s
arrest of four other business tycoons.
Some have close links to Bouteflika’s
entourage.

Students chanting “out with the gov-
ernment” gathered outside the iconic
post office in the heart of Algiers as they
have every week since the Bouteflika
stepped down on April 2 in the face of
mass protests against his 20-year rule.
The police dialled down the security
presence at the site after deploying en
masse last Tuesday to prevent protest-
ers from reaching what has become the
emblematic point of rallies since anti-
government demonstrations first erupt-
ed in February.  “Either it’s us, or it’s you.

Out with the government!” chanted stu-
dents, many of them drapped in Algeria’s
national flag. 

Architecture and civil engineering
students wearing white and yellow con-
struction helmets held banners aloft
reading “Let’s build a new Algeria”.
Algerians are demanding a complete
overhaul of the political system in the
North African country, including the
ouster of an interim government set up
in the wake of Bouteflika’s fall. They are
demanding that regime stalwarts be
excluded from any political transition in
the country, where presidential elec-
tions are due to take place on July 4
according to acting president
Abdelkader Bensalah.

“We demand the departure of the
entire gang that inherited Bouteflika’s
reign, headed by Bensalah and (Prime
Minster) Noureddine Bedoui,” said
Hamza, a third-year civil engineering
student at the University of Blida south
of the capital.  “We want a new system
that is committed to fighting the corrup-
tion that has plagued the country,” said
Hamid, a finance student in Algiers. Issad
Rebrab, Algeria’s richest man and chief
executive of the country’s biggest pri-
vately-owned conglomerate Cevital, was
placed in detention overnight, the APS

news agency said.
Late Sunday four brothers from the

powerful Kouninef family with links to
Said Bouteflika, the younger brother and
former advisor of the president, were
arrested, state television reported. The
Kouninef family is hugely influential and
the four brothers-Abdelkader, Reda,

Karim and Tarek-have dealings in every-
thing from agribusiness to civil engineer-
ing. Business tycoon Rebrab, however,
said last month he backed the protest
movement but he has had tense relations
with the Algerian authorities, which he
accuses of blocking his investments in
the country.  —AFP

ALGIERS: Algerian protesters flash the V for victory sign as they take part in an anti
government demonstration in the capital Algiers yesterday.  —AFP

Yemen rebels can
hit targets in 
Saudi, UAE: Chief
DUBAI: Yemen’s rebel chief warned that the rebels
could launch attacks against targets in Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates, who lead a military
coalition against them.  Abdulmalik Al-Houthi said
the rebels were prepared to continue fighting the
coalition in a four-year war that has pushed the
country to the brink of famine.  “We are ready on
the ground and on the fronts,” he said in a rare tele-
vision interview broadcast by the Houthi-run Al-
Masirah TV.  

“We are ready for sacrifice. We are ready with
men, money and weapons.” Houthi said the rebels
have the capabilities to reach “important and strate-
gic” targets in Saudi Arabia and the UAE if there is an
escalation of fighting in the key port city of Hodeida.
“The missiles can reach Riyadh, Abu Dhabi, and
Dubai... vibrant and sensitive targets,” he said.  

The Iran-linked Houthi rebels have targeted Saudi
border towns and the capital Riyadh with ballistic
missiles and also claimed drone attacks on the air-
ports of Abu Dhabi and Dubai during the course of
the conflict. Saudi Arabia has said the missiles were
all intercepted by its air force, with one civilian
reported killed by falling shrapnel, while the UAE has
denied the alleged drone attacks.

Saudi Arabia and its military allies joined the
Yemeni government’s war against the Houthis in
March 2015, triggering what the UN calls the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis.  Both sides to the
conflict stand accused of acts that could amount to
war crimes. —AFP

QINGDAO: China showed off the first of its new genera-
tion of guided missile destroyers yesterday as President
Xi Jinping reviewed a major naval parade through mist
and rain to mark 70 years since the founding of China’s
navy. Xi is overseeing a sweeping plan to refurbish the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) by developing everything
from stealth jets to aircraft carriers as China ramps up its
presence in the disputed South China Sea and around
self-ruled Taiwan, which has rattled nerves around the
region and in Washington.

The navy has been a major beneficiary of the mod-
ernization, with China looking to project power far from
its shores and protect its trading routes and citizens
overseas. After boarding the
destroyer the Xining, which
was only commissioned two
years ago, Xi watched as a
flotilla of Chinese and foreign
ships sailed past, in waters off
the eastern port city of
Qingdao. “Salute to you, com-
rades. Comrades, thanks for
your hard work,” Xi called out
to the officers standing on
deck as the ships sailed past,
in images carried on state tel-
evision. “Hail to you, chairman,” they replied. “Serve the
people.”

China’s first domestically produced aircraft carrier,
which is still unnamed and undergoing sea trials, was not
present, though the carrier the Liaoning was, the report
said. The Liaoning, the country’s first carrier, was bought
second-hand from Ukraine in 1998 and refitted in China.
State television also showed pictures of the Nanchang at
the review, the first of a new fleet of 10,000-tonne
destroyers, though details of that and other ships were
hard to determine from the footage, due to the intermit-
tent thick mist and rain.

China had said it would also show new nuclear sub-

marines, and state television did show submarines taking
part in the display. Singapore-based regional security
expert Collin Koh said that based on the available evi-
dence, the larger submarine on show was a modified ver-
sion of China’s existing Jin-class nuclear-powered ballistic
missile submarines - a key part of its nuclear deterrent.

The navy has four Jin-class submarines, which are
based in Hainan island in the south, and the Pentagon says
it believes construction on a new generation of ballistic
missile submarines will start in the 2020s. “It does appear
that this is a modified version rather than an entirely new
submarine, something which would have been a more sig-
nificant development,” said Koh, of Singapore’s S.

Rajaratnam School of
International Studies.

“Outside analysts still don’t
have a complete picture of the
precise modifications.” China’s
last major naval parade was
last year in the South China
Sea, also overseen by Xi.
Yesterday’s parade featured 32
Chinese vessels and 39 aircraft,
as well as warships from 13 for-
eign countries including India,
Japan, Vietnam and Australia. A

total of 61 countries have sent delegations to the event,
which includes a naval symposium today and tomorrow.
For a special report on China’s military click:

‘Long for peace’
Earlier, meeting foreign naval officers at Qingdao’s

Olympic sailing centre, Xi said the navies of the world
should work together to protect maritime peace and
order. “The Chinese people love and long for peace, and
will unswervingly follow the path of peaceful develop-
ment,” Xi said, in remarks carried by the official Xinhua
news agency.

“Everyone should respect each other, treat each other

as equals, enhance mutual trust, strengthen maritime dia-
logue and exchanges, and deepen pragmatic cooperation
between navies,” he added. “There cannot be resorts to
force or threats of force at the slightest pretext,” Xi said.
“All countries should adhere to equal consultations,
improve crisis communication mechanisms, strengthen
regional security cooperation, and promote the proper
settlement of maritime-related disputes.”

China has frequently had to rebuff concerns about

its military intentions, especially as its defence spend-
ing reaches new heights. Beijing says it has nothing to
hide, and invited a small number of foreign media
onboard a naval ship to watch the parade, including
from Reuters. China’s last naval battles were with
Vietnam in the South China Sea in 1974 and 1988,
though these were relatively minor skirmishes. Chinese
ships have also participated in international anti-piracy
patrols off Somalia since late 2008. —Reuters

China marks 70th anniversary of PLA navy with major parade

China shows off new destroyer; 
President Xi views naval parade

QINGDAO: Soldiers stand on deck of the ambitious transport dock Yimen Shan of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy as it participates in a naval parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of
the founding of China’s PLA Navy yesterday. —AFP

China’s military 
modernization 
rattles region

Stubbed out: Japanese 
university stops hiring 
smoking professors
TOKYO: A Japanese university has stopped hiring profes-
sors and teachers who light up, officials said yesterday, as
the nation steps up an anti-smoking campaign ahead of the
2020 Olympics. Nagasaki University spokesman Yusuke
Takakura told AFP they have “stopped hiring any teaching
staff who smoke”, although applicants who promise to kick
the habit before taking up their post could still be offered
employment. The university will also ban smoking entirely
on campus from August, opening a clinic for those who can-
not give up, said Takakura.

“We have reached a conclusion that smokers are not fit for
the education sector,” the spokesman said, adding that the
university had sought legal advice and does not believe the
policy contravenes discrimination laws. Local media said it
was the first state-run university to introduce such a condition
of employment and the move comes after Tokyo’s city gov-
ernment passed strict new anti-smoking rules last year ahead
of the 2020 Summer Games. Japan has long been an outlier in
the developed world, considered a smoker’s paradise where
lighting up is allowed in many restaurants and bars.

Tokyo’s new laws ban lighting up at restaurants in the
capital, regardless of size. Restaurants can set up sepa-
rate indoor smoking areas, but customers cannot eat or
drink there. Smoking is also banned entirely on school
premises from kindergartens to high schools, although
space can be set aside outside university and hospital
buildings. —AFP

TRIPOLI: Libyan children play near the port of Tripoli. Despite the war on Tripoli’s
doorstep, residents are filling the salons and cafes in some quarters of the Libyan
capital as they carry on with life as best they can.  —AFP


