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News in brief

Motorbike gunmen kill 10 

KANO: Gunmen killed 10 people and abducted
two women in northern Nigeria’s Katsina state,
police and residents said yesterday, the latest vio-
lence involving armed criminal gangs. They drove
motorcycles into the village of Yar Santa Sherere
on Sunday evening, shooting and torching vehi-
cles and businesses. “The bodies of nine people
were evacuated by a police team and residents
after  the attack,”  said Katsina state pol ice
spokesman Gambo Isa. He called the gunmen
“criminals” and said police tried to pursue them.
Local resident Sada Iro said another body was
found shortly after, taking the death toll to 10.
“The bandits also kidnapped two women during
the attack, and burnt many shops and vehicles
before leaving,” Iro said. Katsina state, 350
kilometers north of Nigeria’s capital Abujua, has
seen  a  s t r ing  o f  v io lent  a t tacks  in  recent
months. —AFP 

S Africa mudslides kill 23

JOHANNESBURG: The number of dead from
floods and mudslides that crushed homes in the
South African port of Durban yesterday has risen
to 23, authorities said. Among those killed were a
six-month-old baby and a child aged around 10,
they added. “Last night the weather conditions
worsened significantly ... in various parts of the
province, claiming at least 23 lives,” Nomusa
Dube-Ncube, a KwaZulu-Natal provincial minis-
ter said during a televised news conference. At
least 32 people have been hospitalized. The vic-
tims were either crushed to death by mudslides
or drowned in  f lood waters , Rescue Care
spokesman Garrith Jamieson said. It was not
known how many people were miss ing, but
search and rescue operations combed the debris
for those who might be trapped underneath. In
addition to collapsed buildings and f looded
roads, sewer lines were blocked and electricity
pylons had toppled over. —AFP 

10 missing as jeep crashes 

LUBUMBASHI: Ten people, including eight stu-
dent trainees, are feared dead after the jeep they
were travelling in fell into a dam at the Nzilo
hydropower station in southeast DR Congo, the
plant’s boss said yesterday. Around closing time
Monday, the car transporting 11 workers careened
out of control, left the road, and rolled several
times in the ravine before falling into the dam,
Henry Tchibanze, head of the hydroelectric plant
said. “We have just rescued a survivor and recov-
ered two bodies” from the water, said Adolphe
Mwenzi of the Snel national electricity provider.
The survivor “told us there were 11 people in the
jeep” including three Snel workers and eight
trainees, he said. The crash appears to have been
caused by a front wheel of the jeep coming off,
said Mwenzi. According to the Congolese press,
the trainees were students from the ISTA techni-
cal university in Lubumbashi. —AFP 

New IRA apologizes 

BELFAST: The New IRA militant Irish nationalist
group has apologized for the killing of journalist
Lyra McKee - its first acknowledgement that one
of its members was involved, the Irish News
newspaper reported yesterday. The organization,
which opposes Northern Ireland’s 1998 peace
deal, described McKee’s death as tragic and
offered “full and sincere apologies” to her partner,
family and friends in a statement that the Irish
News said it received on Monday night. The 29-
year-old reporter was shot dead in Londonderry
on Thursday as she watched Irish nationalist
youths attack police following a raid. Police said
McKee was hit when a gunman opened fire in the
direction of officers. The group said it had sent
volunteers to the area after the raid.  —Reuters

LONDON: Prince Harry’s wedding to Meghan Markle,
an American actress of African-American heritage,
was a historic moment for Britain’s royal family. Some
say the imminent birth of their baby is, if anything,
even more significant. Due in the coming weeks, the
baby will be seventh-in-line to the throne and, it is
believed, the first person of mixed race in such a sen-
ior position in the history of British royalty. “I think
this baby is going to be hugely important historically
because it’s going to break new ground,” royal biog-
rapher Claudia Joseph said. “Whether it’s a girl or a
boy, it will be the first Afro-American baby to be born
into the royal family.”

With a black mother and white father, Meghan’s eth-
nicity has never been far away from discussions about
her relationship with Queen Elizabeth’s grandson -
scrutiny that has often been unwelcome. In late 2016
when he first announced they were dating, Harry issued
a rare rebuke to the press, condemning the racial
undertones of articles. One commentator had written
how Meghan would bring “rich and exotic DNA” to the
Windsors.

Michelle Ebanks, head of the company that pub-
lishes “Essence”, a US magazine for African-American
women, sees the positive. “Every time we can break a

barrier and be, as black people, somewhere were
we’re not expected to be that is to be celebrated.
“Because we should not be in a box. Not in a box, not
outside a box - there is no box! So, to be royalty
should be normal,” Ebanks told Reuters. But Kehinde
Andrews, a sociology professor at England’s
Birmingham City University who writes on race issues,
is less sure that the royal
baby indicates any improve-
ment in racial equality.

“Unfortunately, because
racism is so bad and so his-
toric and so entrenched, we
tend to look at things, any
things,” he said. “So any sym-
bol that could possibly be
good we tend to over-cele-
brate: Barack Obama becom-
ing president, the film ‘Black
Panther’ got people excited,
anytime we have someone which ... looks like a similar
progress - unfortunately we get carried away. “But I
think when we sit back and actively analyse what’s hap-
pened and what’s changed we realize that this is noth-
ing, means nothing at all.”

Black Princesses
For Ingrid Seward, editor of “Majesty” magazine, the

new baby will be a small but important step in the royal
family’s evolution. “In order for the monarchy to survive
it has to evolve and this is another way of it evolving
and becoming more in tune with the multiracial society
in which we now live.” Royal biographer Robert Jobson

said Meghan’s ethnicity res-
onated with many young
Britons.

“I was at the wedding
reporting for American televi-
sion and there were little
black girls dressed up as
princesses in their princesses
dress with little tiaras,” he
said. “Now even though they
would have been excited to
be at a royal wedding or even
talk about a princess, I don’t

think that those little girls would have ever dreamed
that they could be part of this story.” However, those
like Jobson whose job it is to cover the royals on a daily
basis have found themselves accused of racism on
social media by supporters of Meghan, often for

reporting critical comments made about her by mem-
bers of her own family.

Valentine Low, who covers the royal family for the
Times of London, wrote in February that some US net-
works gave the impression that Britain’s media was
racist and sexist. “The problem is that in some quarters,
particularly in the US, any negative coverage is seen as
racist,” he wrote. “Anything less than unqualified adula-
tion comes under a barrage of abuse on social media.”
But some British journalists say Meghan has been
treated differently from other members of the House of
Windsor, citing a difference in attitude towards Kate,
the wife of Harry’s elder brother Prince William.

Broadcaster Afua Hirsch, author of “Brit(ish): On
Race, Identity and Belonging”, said ethnicity played a
part. “I would like to see more honesty and introspec-
tion in journalists who have repeated some of these
tropes about Meghan Markle, and a willingness to at
least look at the fact that her treatment has been differ-
ent,” she said. Meghan herself has said she avoids
newspapers and Twitter, but asked about the focus on
her ethnicity when her engagement was announced, she
such coverage had been “disheartening”. “At the end of
the day I’m really just proud of who I am and where I
come from,” she said.  —Reuters

Mixed ethnicity will be a historic first

Britain’s Obama moment? What Harry 
and Meghan’s baby says about race

In post-apartheid 
S Africa interracial 
couples stand out 
JOHANNESBURG: Less than 40 years
ago, Mpho Mojapelo and his wife Cheryl
might have gone to jail. “We would be
hiding our relationship, we would have
had to live separately, or maybe leave
the country,” said Mojapelo, a black man
married to a white woman in South
Africa. “We are so fortunate to live in
these times,” he said. The 35-year-old
married Cheryl in 2015. They had both
“white” and “African” weddings after the
payment of “lebola” (dowry) and a ritual
sheep slaughter.

But they are an exception to the norm
even 25 years after the end of apartheid
white-rule when Nelson Mandela
became the first black president, promis-
ing a “rainbow nation”. “There is still not
a lot of mixing in terms of relationships
and interactions,” said Mpho, who wears
Doc Martens boots and sports several
tattoos. “We stick out so much,” he
added with a smile. Over time the pair
have become accustomed to being
stared at - mostly because of “fascina-
tion” suggested Cheryl, 31, laughing
along with her husband. But sometimes
“there are still people behaving like they

are in their own bubble,” said Mpho.
In one incident an elderly white cou-

ple in a restaurant in northern Limpopo
province muttered “disgusting” in
Afrikaans, the language of the original
Dutch settlers’ descendants. Cheryl said
she was “shocked” while Mpho nodded.
“It is going to take more than 25 years
for things to change. We were in that
stage of turmoil for so many years,” said
Mpho. From 1948 the white-dominated
government formalized centuries of
racial segregation. One of the first laws,
adopted in 1949, banned “mixed mar-
riages” between Europeans and non-
Europeans.

‘A social divide’ 
To be able to marry a person of a dif-

ferent race, applicants could ask to
change their own race - bureaucratic
surrealism permitted by law. The policy
was scrapped in 1985, nine years before
apartheid’s end. Around that time,
Mpho’s family left the Soweto township,
a hotbed of anti-apartheid activism, for
Roodepoort, a white suburb 20 kilome-
ters (12 miles) away.

Mpho said his new school “was an all
new world I dived into”. “In my primary
school, there were only three black kids...
That is when I saw I was different,” he
said. Cheryl grew up in Cape Town fol-
lowed by Roodepoort and had an
upbringing she described as “sheltered”.

“A neighbor ran up to me, I was seven or
eight, he said: ‘Oh there is a black man
coming, we need to hide, he is going to
steal from us’,” she said. “I did not
understand.” The couple attended the
same school, a few years apart, and met
at a party thrown by mutual friends in
the early 2000s.

“We got the same education, we can
relate to each other because we grew up
in similar environments,” said Cheryl. “If

Mpho did grow up in Soweto his whole
life and he did not speak English, would I
still date him?” she asked, her eyes fixed
behind glasses. “There is not a racial
divide, there is a social divide.”
Researcher Haley McEwen at the Wits
Centre for diversity studies said:
“Couples who go out are given poor
service, they are stared at, people don’t
take their relationship seriously like their
families.” —AFP

JOHANNESBURG: (Left to right) Cheryl (31), Camden (6 months) and Mpho
Mojapelo (35) pose in their home in Johannesburg. —AFP

Alcohol shops in 
Mosul reopen after 
recapture from IS
MOSUL: Almost two years after Iraqi
forces recaptured the city of Mosul from
Islamic State (IS), small shops selling alco-
hol are reopening their doors and new ones
are appearing. Customers purchase bottles
or cans of liquor which are then placed in
black plastic bags, or emptied out into non-
descript plastic bottles. Mosul was home to
two million people before being overrun in
2014 by IS, which proclaimed a “caliphate”
stretching into neighboring Syria. It held
Mosul for three years.

Under the militant group’s strict rule,
items such as alcohol and cigarettes were
banned. Shops that sold alcohol were burned
down and destroyed. Liquor store owner
Nemat Hassan said IS burned his store down
in the city. “There was more than $40,000
worth of stock. They burned it,” he said.
Since the city was recaptured, some have

decided to return to what remains of their
homes and rebuild their stores. Hassan
reopened his shop and said he hasn’t faced
any problems.

“When we came back after Daesh
(Islamic State), the security forces were con-
trolling Mosul. There are no problems, thank
God. There have been no threats by any
groups, no problems in Mosul.” Another
liquor store owner, Adel Jindy, said many
more stores are appearing in the neighbor-
hood as more licenses are being granted.
“Before there were four stores in Al Dawasah
(neighborhood) now there are many licensed
shops,” he said. Business is generally good -
the only time customers are afraid of coming
in is after an attack or a car bomb. But once
the initial panic fades, it’s business as usual,
said Jindy.

In Iraq members of the Yazidi and
Christian religious minorities are allowed to
have alcohol licences. Alcohol is prohibited
by Islam. Mosul has been the site of several
bomb blasts in recent months. In an attack
this March, a car packed with explosives
blew up killing two people and wounding
another 24 near Mosul University. Nearly

two million Iraqis are still displaced by the
fight against IS, according to a survey by
REACH, a non-governmental organization.

Many say they are not ready to go home
because of the destruction and lack of
services.  —Reuters

MOSUL: A man rides a motorcycle among devastated buildings in the old city of
Mosul in northern Iraq.  —AFP

Sibling rivalry
behind Britain’s
Brexit politics 
LONDON: Rachel Johnson, the sister of
leading Brexit proponent Boris Johnson
yesterday became a candidate for new
pro-EU party Change UK - the latest
high-profile sibling split over the con-
tentious issue. The former Financial Times
and Daily Telegraph journalist, 53, joined
the new party formed by 11 cross-party
europhile MPs, to run in the upcoming
European Parliament elections. 

She is the younger sister of former for-
eign secretary Boris, who is favorite to
take over as prime minister after current
leader Theresa May steps down once the
first phase of Brexit is completed. “I’m
sure that Boris understands why this is
not a vote against Boris,” she said, telling
London’s Evening Standard newspaper
she felt “impelled to stand up and be

counted for what I believe in”. The ardent
European Union supporter once said she
would “walk down Whitehall in my birth-
day suit to stop Brexit.”

She now writes a weekly column in The
Mail on Sunday, and was unveiled on a
roster of candidates for Change UK at an
event in Bristol in southwest England.
Boris Johnson was a key figure helping
swing the 2016 referendum vote in favor
of Leave. He has criticized May’s with-
drawal deal struck with the EU for keep-
ing Britain too closely tied to the bloc,
putting him at odds with other members
of his family. His brother Jo, also a
Conservative politician, quit as a minister
in November, believing May’s deal would
sever too many ties with the EU.

He has since backed calls for a sec-
ond referendum on the issue. The power
of Brexit to cut across family bonds-
even if on the same side - was also evi-
dent  ear l ier  th is  month. Annunziata
Rees-Mogg, brother of  inf luent ia l
Conservative Brexiteer Jacob Rees-
Mogg, announced she was leaving the
party to stand as a candidate for Nigel

Farage’s new Brexit Party. Her brother
tweeted that “Annunziata would be a
brilliant prime minister but I hope as a

Tory”. It was revealed she has been a
member of the Conservatives since the
age of five. —AFP

NEWCASTLE: Anti-Brexit activists fly EU flags as they take part in a demonstra-
tion on the River Tyne in Newcastle, northeast England, against the terms of the
current Brexit deal being offered by Britain’s prime minister. —AFP

New baby will be 
seventh-in-line 

to the throne


