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Lebanese Director Nadine Labki at the invitation of Loyac
Academy of Performing Arts “LAPA” presented a special screen-
ing of her film “Capharnaum”, which won the special officiating

committee award at Cannes festival, and is nominated for the Oscar for
best foreign film. The special screening took place yesterday, at 3.00
pm in the 360 hall, followed by a discussion with the director, press
and fans. Lebanese Director Nadine Labki is one of the most notable
Arab directors who excelled in the world cinema industry through a

carrier full of achievements through movies.
The film ‘Caramel’ premiered at the Directors’ Fortnight at the

Cannes Film Festival in 2007, which was a commercial success in the
summer of that same year. In 2010, Labki directed and starred in her
second feature film, Where Do We Go Now? The film humorously
tackles a delicate subject about a village in which church and mosque
stand side by side as women try to keep their blowhard men from
starting a religious war. Her latest distinguished movie is ‘Capharnaum’

is told in a flashback format, focusing on Zain’s life and leading to his
attempt to sue his parents for child neglect.

Nadine Labki graduated from Saint Joseph University in Beirut with
B Sc in Cinematic Sciences, and directed its graduation film (11 Pasteur
St) in 1997, which won the best short film award during the Arab cine-
ma celebration at the Arab world institution in Paris, and in 1998 she
participated in an acting workshop at the Cours Florent French drama
school in Paris.

Lebanese director Labki presents
special screening of ‘Capharnaum’ 

GUST holds
seminar 
to support 
Vision 2035

Gulf University for Science and
Technology’s (GUST) hosted a semi-
nar on its campus on the subject of

“Sustaining the competitive identity of
Kuwait: The role of social media users”. The
main objective of the seminar, which was
open to the public, was to present research
conducted on Kuwait’s competitive and digi-
tal identity, and how the image of Kuwait can
be sustained globally through the contribu-
tion of the social media users and how to
improve its digital image, all in line with the
nation’s vision for 2035.

The event, funded by the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS), featured three speakers, Dr Yasser
Abdelrahim, Assistant Professor at the GUST
Mass Communication & Media Department,
Jose Filipe Torres, CEO of Bloom Consulting,
a nation and city branding agency focusing
on the digital approach, and Antonia Jolic,
Instructor of Visual Communication at GUST,
who spoke about the logos conceptualized
and developed by GUST graphic design stu-
dents supporting Kuwait’s digital image.

The seminar started with an introduction
by Dr Yasser Abderlahim about the concept
of a competitive identity, which was followed
by a presentation of the responses of social
media users to the survey designed for the
research. Jose Filipe Torres followed with his

talk about the concept of having a digital
identity, and presented the data Bloom
Consulting gathered to examine the digital
identity of Kuwait, and explain how the digi-
tal identity of Kuwait could be enhanced.

To end the event, Antonia Jolic spoke
about her graphic design students’ contribu-
tion to the digital image of Kuwait and the
process they went through to design the
logos, all of which fall in line with presenting
Kuwait in a positive light with regards to its
digital identity. With this, GUST is the first
university in Kuwait that has produced a
research project about the ‘competitive and
digital identity of Kuwait’. More so, it will also
be the first university to highlight how the
image of Kuwait can be globally sustained in
collaboration with an international nation and
city branding agency, like Bloom Consulting.
With this, GUST maintains its position as a
host to events that exemplify how academic
research goes hand-in-hand with supporting

the government of Kuwait efforts and enhance
the visual position Kuwait has as part of the
2035 New Kuwait development plan.
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German Embassy 
Kuwait explains 
tourist visa process

The travel season is about to begin and the
German Embassy Kuwait welcomes all
Kuwaiti and third country nationals who

are choosing Germany as their summer destina-
tion 2019. In 2018, over 50,000 Schengen visa
applications were processed by the German
Embassy Kuwait. The majority of applicants
consisted of Kuwaiti citizens and their families
for holiday, leisure and medical visits. Also the
expatriates in Kuwait show growing interest in
Germany for holiday, trade fair and business vis-
its, owed to the continuously expanding busi-
ness relationships between Kuwaiti and German
companies. In order to make your preparations
and travel experience for this summer as con-
venient as possible, we have prepared the fol-
lowing information about the visa application
procedure for you: 

VFS Global Kuwait
After many years of good cooperation and

services the service company has changed from
the previous Al Qabas Assurex to VFS Global
Kuwait since September 1, 2018 due to a public
tender bid.

The new German Visa application Center
VFS is now located on the 25th Floor of Arraya
Tower in Kuwait City. All applicants are required
to book a prior appointment through their web-
site www.vfsglobal.com/germany/kuwait in
order to allow for short waiting times and effi-
cient customer service. VFS Global Kuwait is the
only officially Visa Service Center appointed by
us. Unfortunately, some private persons, busi-
nesses and agencies are claiming to render visa
or messenger services to German Schengen
customers, without being endorsed by the
German Embassy.  Please be aware of the prices
and quality of service of such agencies since
various complaints have been received about
overpriced services and wrong visa information.

We would like to call upon all travelers to
start filing their Schengen visa applications for

their annual vacation in Germany from now on
and not just a few days before their actual trip in
order to avoid any disappointments. At the
moment, appointments at the application Centre
VFS Global Kuwait can be obtained within 1-2
days - during the summer travel season waiting
times for an appointment of one week or more
can occur due to the high demand. 

Last summer, the Visa Section of the German
Embassy processed between 10,000 and
12,000 visas per month, but could not avoid the
building up of waiting times due to the high
number of last minute applicants. Please bear in
mind that for Kuwaiti nationals a minimum of 3-
5 working days is required from the moment
your application arrives at the Embassy until
you get back your stamped passport. For other
nationalities, the procedure might take 10-12
days. However, in individual cases the process-
ing can take up to two weeks for all nationalities.
The visa clearance is a computerized process -
the German Embassy has no influence on the
processing time.

If you are a frequent traveler, then please
attach copies of your previous Schengen visas
to your application file in order to enable the
Visa Team to check whether you might be eligi-
ble to a multiple entry visa with a longer validity
period. In accordance with the Schengen Code,
a Schengen visa for a short stay up to 90 days
has to be applied for through the Embassy of
the country which is your main destination. The
main destination is understood to be the desti-
nation where the applicant intends to spend the
longest time or where the main purpose of the
intended journey is carried out. However, for
your entry and departure you may cross any
Schengen border to reach your destination with
a visa issued by any Schengen Member State.

At the border of entry or during other con-
trols you may have to show the visa but also
provide additional documentation, for example
information on your travel destination or that
you have sufficient means to cover the stay and
the return trip. It is therefore recommended that
you carry with you copies of the documents
which you presented when applying for the visa
(e.g. hotel booking or letters of invitation, flight
confirmations, travel health insurance or other
documents stating the purpose of your stay).

A Schengen visa entitles the holder to a stay

not exceeding 90 days per a six-month period,
even if the Schengen visa has been issued with a
validity of one year or more. Customers some-
times find it difficult to calculate this period of
stay. Therefore, you can find an electronic calcu-
lator on the homepage of the German Embassy
under (www.kuwait.diplo.de/visa) to assist you
with your travel planning.

Visa fees
Depending on the daily exchange rate, the

processing fee for a Schengen visa is currently
KWD 21 for adults, regardless of the visas valid-
ity period. VFS is adding a standard service
charge of KWD 6 on top of the Embassy’s’ pro-
cessing fee and you can find all these amounts
transparently documented on their homepage. 

The validity of your Schengen Visa depends
on the travel purpose, travel history and overall
situation of each applicant. Every application
will be considered individually based on the
papers presented by the customer. Therefore,
frequent travelers are welcome to add an
explanatory letter to the application as well as
proof of regular travel in the last years (e.g. copy
of old visas and entry stamps or recommenda-
tions by business partners) and the Embassy’s
visa team will gladly take that information into
consideration for the validity period of the visa.

Customs declaration 
Anybody entering Germany from a non-

European Union country carrying cash in a total
amount of 10,000 euros or more is obliged to
declare this amount of money to the competent
German customs office in writing without being
explicitly requested to do so.  The purpose of
the obligation to declare is to prevent the illegal
movement of money across the external borders
of the European Union in order to combat mon-
ey laundering, the financing of terrorist organi-
zations and criminal activities.  The obligation to
submit a declaration and the customs inspec-
tions are not intended to restrict the free move-
ment of capital in any way. Travelers who intend
to bring an amount of €10,000 or more per per-
son to Germany can download the necessary
cash declaration form at http://www.zoll.de  pri-
or to their trip and present the completed decla-
ration form upon arrival to the German customs
officers to facilitate entry procedures.

GIG marks
Autism 
Awareness
month 

Gulf Insurance Group (GIG), one
of the leading insurance serv-
ice providers in the Middle

East and North Africa, marked World
Autism Awareness month by collabo-
rating with the Kuwait Center for
Autism. The event included a fun play
day for autistic children, with gifts and
activities such as arts and crafts at
Kidstop, a center for arts and enter-
tainment. The aim of the event is to
raise awareness about the disorder, its
prevalence and ways to manage it.

The Kuwait Center for Autism was
established by Dr Samira Al Saad with

a mission to spread autism awareness
and to put in place an accurate
‘Educational Program’ for children
with autism (a lifelong disability).  This
includes improving their educational,
societal and exceptional abilities while
taking into consideration the individ-
ual differences, as well as supporting
their vocational talents and the possi-
bility of integration with society.  

Gulf Insurance Group supports this
cause to help the community under-
stand the many different aspects of
autism and what it really means for the
children and their families. Khaled Al
Sanousi, Group Senior Manager -
Corporate Communications and
Investor Relations at GIG said: “As an
insurance company, we support health
in many aspects. We are grateful to be
able to be a part of the autistic chil-
dren’s lives and be able to make a dif-
ference. We see it as a great opportu-
nity to give back to the community and
make a real impact on their lives and.”


