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hild’s Play’ producer Seth Grahame-Smith had
“big ambitions” for the film. The upcoming
Orion Pictures revival of franchise - which will
see Mark Hamill voice the iconic horror doll

Chucky - promises “something different” to the original
series and not only does it “really deliver” in the emotion-
al stakes, there’s also a lot of “intensity and gore”.
Speaking to CinemaBlend, the producer said: “We sort of
lean into more of the AI/Kaslan story and hint at a
Chucky that is driven by something different than he is in
the original series, when he’s Charles Lee Ray and he’s

just a truly psychopathic killer in the body of a doll.
“[Also, there is] the mother/son story, the emotional
component of the movie, which I feel like the movie really
delivers. “Then above all that, just the intensity, the gore,
the fact that the movie is rated R, that it really does go
there when it goes there.  “I think the movie looks big, is
much bigger than a lot of movies that are our size - very
affordable movie, we are. But we had big ambitions.
Those are, I’d say, the primary things we’re going for.”
The forthcoming film will use the same plot as the origi-
nal 1988 film - in which Chucky was voiced by Brad

Dourif - and star Aubrey Plaza, 34, as Karen Barclay a
mother who unwittingly gives her son Andy (Gabriel
Bateman) a toy doll that hides the soul of a serial killer. In
the original film, Andy’s mother gives him a talking Buddy
doll, however, in the remake Buddy is an “Artificial
Intelligence human companion” manufactured by the
Kaslan Corp, the world’s leading developer of interactive
tech products for home and lifestyle.

‘Child’s Play’ producer says
film has ‘intensity’ and ‘gore’ 
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Alex Ross Perry
adapting King’s

Rest Stop 
lex Ross Perry is adapting Stephen King’s
short story ‘Rest Stop’ for the big screen. The
34-year-old indie filmmaker will be writing the
screenplay for the iconic author’s 2003 story,

which was originally published in Esquire magazine and
later featured in the horror writer’s 2008 collection ‘Just
After Sunset’.  The ‘Her Smell’ director will also helm the
project, which follows author John Dykstra, who writes
under the pen name Rick Hardin. The writer overhears a
couple arguing in a rest stop bathroom and the sounds of
domestic abuse - and although he is too timid to act, his
tougher alter-ego Rick intervenes and attacks the man
with a tire iron, sparking a dangerous game of cat-and-
mouse. The latest of the legendary author’s novels to be
adapted for the big screen was the 1983 book ‘Pet
Semetery’ which stars Jason Clarke as Dr. Louis Creed
and Amy Seimetz as his wife Rachel.  The story follows a
family that discovers a mysterious graveyard in the
woods behind their new home which has the ability to
bring animals back to life. Jason, 49, previously admitted
that he was “out of his mind” about certain scenes in the
film - which has been directed by Kevin Kolsch - as they
are not part of the book and he worried they could be
“more wrong than right”.  When asked which scene he
was most nervous about shooting, he said: “There are a
couple of big sequences in there, there was a lot of pres-
sure to try and find them and even in the fact that we
didn’t know what was the right version of them.  “Then
there’s other scenes we shot and their not really in the
book properly and we sort of are explaining what’s going
on which was terrifying. Because that’s one of the big
jumps in the film you can really lose the audience there
you can make more wrong than right so I was out of my
mind about those scenes.”
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ad Boys for Life’ has wrapped production.
The film’s official Instagram account has
shared a behind-the-scenes snap of Will
Smith and co-star Martin Lawrence

announcing that the long-awaited third installment of
the much-loved buddy cop franchise has finished film-
ing. The ‘Bad Boys’ Instagram page posted a photo of
the pair sat on chairs in front of a fence holding up
umbrellas with the caption: “That’s a wrap.
#BadBoysForLife 1.17.20 (sic)” Will and Martin are
back as their respective alter egos Detectives Mike
Lowry and Marcus Burnett, whom they first portrayed
in 1995 film ‘Bad Boys’ and 2003 sequel ‘Bad Boys II’.
The all-star cast will also include the likes of DJ
Khaled, Vanessa Hudgens, Alexander Ludwig, Charles
Melton, Jacob Scipio, and Paola Nunez.  Scipio is set

to portray the head of a drug cartel, Armando Armas,
who is on a mission to take down Lowry. Nunez is
play the Miami Police Department’s elite AMMO
team’s newly recruited head, criminal psychologist
Rite, who is also a former love interest of Lowry. A
description of the synopsis reads: “The new install-
ment centers on the Miami PD and its elite AMMO
team’s attempt to take down Armando Armas (Scipio),
head of a drug cartel.  “Armando is a cold-blooded
killer with a vicious, taunting nature.  “He is committed
to the work of the cartel and is dispatched by his
mother to kill Mike (Smith). (Paola) Nunez will take on
the role of Rite, the tough and funny criminal psychol-
ogist who is the newly appointed head of AMMO and
Mike’s former girlfriend - and the one who got away.”

Bad Boys for Life 
wraps up production 

atalie Portman will narrate Disney’s ‘Dolphin
Reef’ movie. The 37-year-old actress is set to
tell the story through the role of the narrator
in the feature film, which is being created by a

new Disney-branded film label called Disneynature and
will be shown on the company’s upcoming direct-to-con-
sumer streaming service, Disney+. According to The
Hollywood Reporter, ‘Dolphin Reef’ is being directed by
Keith Scholey and will follow a young Pacific bottlenose
dolphin named Echo, who can’t decide if it’s time to grow
up and take on new responsibilities, before realizing he
can’t resist the many adventures the ocean has to offer.
Paul Baribault, vice president of Disneynature, said in a
statement: “Disneynature takes audiences to spectacular
and remote places to share remarkable wildlife stories
captured by our award-winning film crews.” ‘Dolphin
Reef’ will join the line-up for streaming service Disney+,
which is set to launch on November 12 as a family-friend-
ly platform with an expansive library of Disney classics,
including ‘101 Dalmatians’, ‘Bambi’, ‘Sleeping Beauty’,
‘Mary Poppins’, and ‘Fantasia’. The service will be home
to 7,500 TV episodes and 500 movies, as well as original
content such as ‘The Mandalorian’, ‘High School Musical:
The Musical: The Series’ and the live-action remake of
‘Lady and the Tramp’.  The Hollywood Reporter also
states Disney+ will feature movies and shows from
Disney, Pixar, Marvel, Lucasfilm and National
Geographic. For Natalie, the narration role comes as she’s
also set to appear on the service in her role as PadmÈ
Amidala in the prequel trilogy of the ‘Star Wars’ franchise
- which was created by Lucasfilm - and as Jane Foster in
Marvel’s 2011 movie ‘Thor’, and 2013 sequel ‘Thor: The
Dark World’.

Portman to narrate

Dolphin Reef
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ennifer Lopez and Owen Wilson are set to
couple up in the new rom-com ‘Marry Me’.
The 49-year-old singer-and-actress is team-
ing up with STX Entertainment - the company

behind the ‘Medicine’ singer’s last film ‘Second Act’ - for
the forthcoming flick, which has been compared to

‘Notting Hill’ and ‘The Proposal’. Jennifer - who recently
got engaged in real life to baseball star Alex Rodriguez -
will play a pop star who marries a stranger (Owen) after
finding out her fiance has cheated on her. The pair meet
after the singer holds a ‘marry me’ sign at one of her con-
certs.  STX chairman Adam Fogelson commented on
‘Marley & Me’ star Owen’s addition to the movie: “Owen
is a hilarious and charismatic addition to this film, and the
perfect person to play opposite Jen in a role that was
quite literally made for her.” It’s not the first time Jennifer
and Owen, 50, have starred alongside one another. The
pair appeared in the 1997 horror ‘Anaconda’ together,
along with the likes of Ice Cube and Jon Voight.  Jennifer
is also producing ‘Marry Me’ alongside Elaine Goldsmith
Thomas and Benny Media. The trio also worked on last
year’s ‘Second Act’. According to Variety, ‘Marry Me’ will
begin filming in the autumn.  Meanwhile, Jennifer previ-
ously admitted she is “quite particular” about the roles
she takes on. She said: “I’m quite particular. I’ve been
offered a couple of movies over the past couple of years
but unless it’s the right thing and I get the right types of
opportunities, I’d rather create them. That’s mine and
[producing partner] Elaine Goldsmith-Thomas’ mantra.
We don’t force things, but we don’t wait around either ...
If no one is giving us the stories that we want to tell, then
we’ll create them ourselves.”

Lopez and Wilson to
play couple in Marry Me
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Eastwood to direct
The Ballad Of

Richard Jewell? 
lint Eastwood has reportedly held talks
about directing ‘The Ballad Of Richard
Jewell’.  The 88-year-old icon has been
in negotiations with Disney/Fox about

his potential involvement with the project, which
focuses on the Olympic Park bombing during the
1996 Atlanta Games.  The movie specifically centers
on the story of a security guard whose life is trans-
formed after the police leaked that he was a sus-
pect in the incident, according to Deadline.  Jewell -
who found a suspicious backpack in the Olympic
Park, before clearing the area and saving lives -
quickly went from being considered a hero, to one
of the most disliked people in the US.  The script
has been penned by Billy Ray, who previously
wrote 2013’s ‘Captain Phillips’.  Meanwhile, Clint
previously insisted he doesn’t have any intention to
retire from the movie business, although he is plan-
ning to be more selective about his projects in the
coming years.  He explained: “Maybe I just don’t
want a certain volume of work, but, no, it hasn’t
lessened. I love what I do...  “I’ll probably keep on
going. I feel good, but it depends on material. I
probably wouldn’t do something just because it was
marginal - I have to kind of think it has some validi-
ty and has some relationship to today.”
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Damon Albarn:
Music needs to

be political 

amon Albarn says music “needs” to be politi-
cal. The Blur and Gorillaz rocker has been
known to inject political messages into his
songs both in his groups and as a solo artist,

and has said there’s a need for music to have a strong
message because “selfie music” isn’t “sustainable”. When
asked about the influx of political songs in the wake of
several recent political events, Damon said: “It needs to -
it really, really needs to. The selfie music is not sustain-
able. Have I made a selfie tune? I probably tried to but
my innate obtuse nature prevented me from doing it
properly.” Damon also spoke about his love of travelling,
and said seeing the world is important as it allows people
to “connect with the world” and become less “isolated in
their own little bubble”. Speaking on BBC 6 Music’s ‘The
Leisure Society’, he said: “[Travel is] really important and
I honestly feel that we could definitely tone down the
extremist views people seem to behold at the moment if
they weren’t so isolated in their own little bubble.  “The
internet has given this weird access to everyone to feel
like they’re informed and they connect with the world but
they’re not physically going to the places. If you physi-
cally see the bigger picture, not just the harsh edit of
what something is, and you see the human side of what it
actually is, you have such a different view.” Meanwhile,
the ‘Parklife’ hitmaker recently said he plans on disap-
pearing from the pop scene “for a few years” to head to
Africa to work on a new project. The 50-year-old singer
said: I’m doing this really fascinating thing in west Africa
based on the poem of Sundiata.  “Sort of disappear from
pop music and go a bit into new territory for a few
years.”—-Bang Showbiz

D

N


