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World Cup discard Pant hits 78 
to help Delhi take IPL top spot

Turner earns unwanted T20 record with five straight ducks
JAIPUR: Rishabh Pant said the thought of missing out
on World Cup selection was on his mind as he hit a
match-winning 78 to lead Delhi Capitals to the top of
the Indian Premier League table. The 21-year-old Pant,
who was not picked in the preliminary 15-man Indian
squad for the 50-over showpiece event in England and
Wales, helped Delhi outplay Rajasthan Royals by six
wickets in Jaipur.

He smashed six fours and four sixes including the
winning hit over the fence during his 36-ball unbeaten
knock as Delhi achieved their target of 192 in 19.2
overs. “Feels really good to make your team win a cru-
cial match,” Pant said after receiving the man of the
match award.

Dinesh Karthik was prefered as second wicket keep-
er in the Indian squad, but Pant said he had tried to
concentrate on Monday’s match. “I won’t lie that the
thought wasn’t running through my mind, but I just
focus on my process and that’s what I was doing,” said
Pant. Pant, who is often accused of throwing away his
wicket, built crucial partnerships, including an 84-run
third-wicket stand with Prithvi Shaw, who made 42.
Indian opener Shikhar Dhawan laid the platform for
Delhi’s comfortable chase as he hit 54 off 27 deliveries.

Earlier’ Ajinkya Rahane struck an unbeaten 105 off
63 balls days after being replaced as Rajasthan captain
by Australia’s Steve Smith to guide his team to 191 for
six. Smith, who made 50 off 32 balls, struck his second
successive half-century after taking over the leadership
role on Saturday. His knock on the weekend came in a
winning cause.

Rahane and Smith put on 130 runs for the second
wicket after Sanju Samson fell for nought in the second

over of the innings. “We probably didn’t finish off with
the bat as well as we could have. I thought (Chris)
Morris and (Kagiso) Rabada executed well in the back-
end,” said Smith.

“(For Delhi) Shikhar played a magnificent knock, and
Rishabh is a powerful young man, and he plays the ball
in strange spots.” Meanwhile the IPL announced
Monday that the final of the world’s most popular T20
league will be played on May 12 in Hyderabad.

The first qualifier is scheduled on May 7 followed
by the eliminator the next day and the second qualifi-
er on May 10.  

Meanwhile, Australia’s Ashton Turner has notched up
five ducks in-a-row in Twenty20 cricket-including
three in the Indian Premier League-entering the record
books for the dubious distinction.

Turner, who missed out on Australia’s World Cup
squad announced last week, extended his horrific run
for his IPL side Rajasthan Royals after getting out for
nought to Delhi Capitals paceman Ishant Sharma on
Monday. It was the 26-year-old’s third consecutive
golden duck-meaning out first ball-since being picked
by Rajasthan for $72,000 in the December auctions.
The tall right-handed batsman was caught at extra cov-
er after being deceived on a slower delivery by Sharma
in a match that Rajasthan lost by six wickets.

Turner was trapped lbw by Mumbai Indians fast
bowler Jasprit Bumrah in his team’s previous game on
Sunday. He fell to Kings XI Punjab leg-spinner
Murugan Ashwin on his IPL debut last week after mist-
iming a hit to long off.

His two previous ducks came in the first T20 against
India in Visakhapatnam in late February and for the

Perth Scorchers against Adelaide Strikers in the Big
Bash League on February 9.

The middle-order batsman rose to prominence with

his match-winning 84 in a one-day international against
India in March, and was lauded for his finishing
prowess. — AFP

JAIPUR: Delhi Capitals cricketer Rishabh Pant plays a shot during the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL)
Twenty20 cricket match between Rajasthan Royals and Delhi Capitals at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium in
Jaipur. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Defenseman John Klingberg
scored with less than three minutes remaining
in overtime as the Dallas Stars advanced to the
second round of the NHL playoffs with a 2-1
win over the Nashville Predators on Monday.

The Stars are the third wild card team to
knock off a division winner in the NHL play-
offs this season and that trend could continue
on Wednesday if the Carolina Hurricanes beat
the reigning Stanley Cup champions
Washington Capitals in game seven. Russian
forward Alexander Radulov fired a sharp pass
to Klingberg, who made no mistake by wrist-
ing a shot over the glove of Nashville netmin-
der Pekka Rinne to give Dallas a 4-2 series
victory. The Stars captured a playoff series on
home ice for the first time since 2008.

Blake Comeau scored his first goal of the
series and goaltender Ben Bishop stopped 47
shots for the Stars, who will face the St. Louis
Blues in the second round. Bishop broke into
the NHL with the Blues back in 2008-09 and
played parts of two seasons for them.

The Blues eliminated Winnipeg in six games
during their first-round series. Austin Watson
scored a goal and Rinne finished with 49 saves
for the Predators, who failed on all four power-
play opportunities to finish 0-for-15 with the
man advantage in the series.

Elsewhere, the Hurricanes bounced back
from a game five beatdown to rally and defeat
the Capitals 5-2, forcing game seven in their
first-round series. Jordan Staal and Dougie
Hamilton each had a goal and an assist as the
Hurricanes scored three third-period goals to
stay alive in the first round Eastern Conference
best-of-seven series.

Defenseman Brett Pesce said Carolina is
starting to figure out the formula needed to
upset the reigning NHL champs, after the
Capitals had put the Hurricanes on the brink of
elimination by dominating game five 6-0.

“We have been underdogs all year,” said
Pesce, an American who assisted on Justin
Williams’ third-period goal. “We didn’t give
them much time and space. We don’t give up.
“We are going to be ready for it (game seven).
We have so much resilience in this group. It
showed tonight.”

Will iams scored the insurance goal on
Monday just seconds after the Capitals had a
potential tying goal disallowed. Canadian for-
ward Warren Foegele and Teuvo Teravainen
also scored, Hamilton added the empty-netter
and Czech goaltender Petr Mrazek made 23
saves to extend their first postseason appear-
ance in 10 years by at least one more game.

Capitals superstar Alex Ovechkin became
unglued at the end of the game and took a
two-handed swing with his stick at Carolina’s
Saku Maenalanen which earned the Russian an
ejection from the game.

Game seven is today in Washington. The
winner will play the well-rested New York
Islanders in the second round. — AFP
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LONDON: Former Celtic captain Billy McNeill, the
skipper of the ‘Lisbon Lions’ side that became the first
British team to win the European Cup in 1967, has died
aged 79, his family announced yesterday.

McNeill, who spent the whole of his playing career
with the Glasgow giants, also went on to manage Celtic.
Paying tribute to McNeill, current Celtic manager Neil
Lennon told the club’s website: “This is such sad news
and I want to send thoughts and prayers to Liz
(McNeill’s widow) and all the family from myself and all
the backroom staff here at the club.

“Billy was a brilliant Celtic player, and a great man-
ager, and as a player and a fan myself, it was always a
great experience whenever I would meet him and chat
to him.” McNeill had suffered from dementia for a num-
ber of years and a statement issued by his children said:
“It is with great sadness that we announce the death of
our father Billy McNeill.

“He passed away late last night (Monday, April 22)
surrounded by his family and loved ones. He suffered
from dementia for a number of years and fought bravely
to the end, showing the strength and fortitude he
always has done throughout his life.” McNeill joined
Celtic from junior side Blantyre Victoria in 1957 and the
defender went on to make a club record 822 appear-

ances for the Hoops over 18 seasons.
He also won 29 caps for Scotland. But it was

arguably as the captain of the Celtic side that overcame
the notoriously defensive Inter Milan 2-1 in the 1967
final of the European Cup-”the trophy with the big
ears” as he called it-in Lisbon that he will be best
remembered. McNeill was at the heart of a brilliantly
successful Celtic side assembled mainly from players in
and around the Glasgow area by celebrated manager
Jock Stein that dominated Scottish football in the late
1960s and early 1970s.

That team won nine league titles in a row, seven
Scottish Cups and six League Cups. McNeill retired as
a player in 1975 and then had spells in management
with two other Scottish sides in Clyde and Aberdeen.

He returned to Celtic for two stints as manager, from
1978-83, and 1987-91 with spells at English sides
Manchester City and Aston Villa in between. McNeill
later became a Celtic ambassador and in 2015 a statue
of him holding the European Cup aloft was unveiled
outside Parkhe His fellow Lisbon Lion Bertie Auld said
yesterday that even as a teenager McNeill had made a
major impact on his team-mates.  “I was there when the
boss (Stein) signed Billy at 17 years of age and even
then he had tremendous presence about him,” Auld told
Britain’s Press Association.

“I remember in Lisbon, him carrying the ball out
onto the park in Portugal. His chest was out and his
head was back. “He knew we would win and that fil-
tered through the rest of us. He was never arrogant or
egotistical. He just believed in himself and the rest of
us.” Alex Ferguson may be best known for his hugely
successful time as manager of Manchester United, but
he had first-hand experience of McNeill’s quality as a

player when taking part in Old Firm derbies as a
Rangers striker.

“He was a giant in Scottish football, a man with an
incredible presence,” Ferguson, who succeeded
McNeill as manager of Aberdeen, told Celtic’s website.
“He was also a truly good man and will be a loss to
everyone who knew him. Farewell Cesar (sic),” he
added, using McNeill’s nickname. — AFP

MONACO: In this file photo taken on August 29, 2013
Scottish former football player Billy McNeill arrives
with the Champions League trophy during the UEFA
2013/2014 Champions League group stage draw in
Monaco. — AFP
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MOSCOW: Premier League table-toppers Zenit St
Petersburg are looking to tighten their grip on the
domestic title today when they play hosts to lowly
Dynamo Moscow. Zenit, in the hunt for their first
domestic title in four years, are hoping to consolidate
their eight-point lead over second-placed reigning
champions Lokomotiv Moscow.

Krasnodar, who suffered a 3-2 home defeat at the
hands of Zenit last week, sit third, one point further
back. Though Dynamo have been in a battle all sea-
son to avoid relegation, Zenit manager Sergei Semak
warned his men not to take the 12th-placed strug-
glers lightly.

“We need to prepare for the next match in all seri-
ousness as Dynamo defeated us in our last league
meeting in October. We need to play at our best if we
want to avoid point loss,” he said.

Semak also expressed hope that Artem Dzyuba,
who netted twice in Krasnodar to end his 1369-
minute scoring drought in the Premier League, will be
equally deadly today. Lokomotiv meanwhile desper-
ately need to win in Rostov to keep alive their slim
hopes of retaining the  title.

Lokomotiv’s Yury Syomin said he was happy with
his team’s performance in the 1-1 derby draw with
CSKA last week adding however he was upset with
the result. “We’ve played well and dominated the
major part of the match with CSKA,” he said. “But
CSKA are one of Russia’s top clubs. They’ve beat
Real Madrid twice in the Champions League this sea-
son. “I expect my men will show the same quality
football in Rostov. We have no right to lose points any
more if we want to stay in the title race.” Despite the
weekend defeat Krasnodar have a one-point lead
over fourth-placed CSKA Moscow in their race for a
place in next season’s Champions League.—AFP

STUTTGART: World number one Naomi Osaka said
yesterday she had “dodged a bullet” after Simona
Halep, her main pursuer in the WTA rankings, pulled
out of this week’s tournament in Stuttgart. 

Japanese rising star Osaka, 21, launches her clay sea-
son in Stuttgart this week, and her hopes of holding on
to her spot at the top of the rankings were given a
boost when world number two Halep withdrew with a
hip injury earlier yesterday.

“She was getting really close,” said Osaka, who is
less than 200 points ahead of Halep in the WTA rank-
ings. “I feel like I dodged a bullet there.” Osaka said
that winning was not everything in Stuttgart, where she
last played as a qualifier in 2017.

“I don’t want to overhype myself and say, ‘I will win
the tournament’,” she insisted. “I just want to have fun
and experience the German crowd, because last time I
was here, I was kind of a nobody.”

She is definitely no longer a ‘nobody’, having won
back-to-back Grand Slam titles in the United States
and Australia since September. However, she admitted
finding it difficult to adjust to her newfound global
fame.  “It is something that happened really quickly. In
the beginning it was tough for me, because I put a lot of
pressure on myself,” she said. “I feel like there is certain
things, I should be doing, that I am not doing right
now.” Osaka has not won a title since her Australian
Open triumph in January, suffering early exits at three
recent WTA tournaments.  She was reluctant to speak
about her split with her German coach Sascha Bajin
earlier this year.

“I feel like I get in trouble for answering questions
like this. There were irreconcilable differences,” she
said. Osaka said she hoped to get more used to playing
on clay ahead of the French Open next month. 

“I feel, that on every surface of the season I do have
a lot more experience than on clay.” “The bounces are
different and you have to swing for the ball. For me it is
a little bit difficult, because I can¥t hit as flat.”

Osaka is expected to play her first game on
Thursday, where she faces a potential clash with
Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-wei, who beat her in Miami last
month. Reigning Wimbledon champion Angelique
Kerber, meanwhile, has recovered from illness in time to
launch her clay season on home soil as she eyes a
career Grand Slam in Paris this year.

Kerber has won every major except the French Open
since 2016, but she has never got past the quarter-finals
at Roland Garros.  “You know clay and me, you know
the story,” she told reporters with a smile on Monday. 

“It’s a tough challenge (to win all four Grand Slam
tournaments), but I will not put too much pressure on
my side.” “Right now, I will focus on the tournaments
ahead, and then when I’m in Paris, I will think about the
Paris situation.”

Kerber missed out on Germany’s Fed Cup play-off
win over Latvia last week after she picked up an illness
earlier this month, but said on Tuesday that she had
returned to full strength. 

Halep’s absence has given the German a little more
breathing space. Instead of playing a first-round match
against Donna Vekic today, Kerber gets a bye to the
second round, where she faces a potential clash with
compatriot Andrea Petkovic. — AFP
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