
LONDON: Chelsea accused Burnley of time-wasting
and playing “anti-football” after Blues boss Maurizio
Sarri was sent off before a touchline skirmish marred
their frustrating 2-2 draw on Monday.

Sarri’s side fell behind to Jeff Hendrick’s fine finish
before N’Golo Kante equalised moments later. In a
frantic opening 24 minutes at Stamford Bridge,
Gonzalo Higuain put Chelsea ahead, only for Burnley’s
Ashley Barnes to punish more dismal defending from
the Blues.

Without a win in their last two league games,
Chelsea will take only slender comfort from climbing
one point above fifth placed Arsenal into fourth place,
level on points with third placed Tottenham. Chelsea
would have gone third with a victory, but instead they
have now played a game more than top four rivals
Tottenham, Arsenal and Manchester United, who are
three points behind in sixth.

It was a missed opportunity after defeats for
Tottenham, Arsenal and United at the weekend and
Chelsea were booed off at full-time. In a fitting coda to
a damaging evening, Sarri was sent to the stands for
protesting in the final seconds before several members
of the Blues bench were involved in a tetchy touchline
clash with their Burnley counterparts.

Sarri’s assistant Gianfranco Zola said his boss was
so “emotional” after the game that he couldn’t fulfil his
media duties. “He was very upset because he has heard
not good words towards him from the Burnley bench.
The only reason he walked over there was to get our
players to go into position, he was trying to help the
ref,” Zola said.

Zola took a swipe at Burnley’s perceived games-
manship, which included Clarets keeper Tom Heaton
being booked in the first half for time-wasting. “We are
unhappy. There was too much time wasting. Five min-
utes injury time wasn’t enough to compensate. We

couldn’t build important rhythm,” Zola moaned.
“We expected it to be a tough game. We didn’t

expect so much time wasting. We expected (referee)
Kevin Friend to give more extra time. That’s why we’re
very unhappy.” Chelsea defender David Luiz went
even further in his criticism of Burnley.

“It’s anti-football. Wasting time all the time, espe-
cially when you have the ball. Their players went to the
floor and stopped the game,” he said. Now Arsenal can
replace Chelsea in fourth if they avoid defeat at
Wolves today. “We need to improve but we’re in a
good way. We care, as we showed today,” Zola said.
Adding to Sarri’s problems, he was hit by first half
injuries to France midfielder Kante and England winger
Callum Hudson-Odoi.

“It doesn’t look very good unfortunately,” Zola said
of Hudson-Odoi. “It’s a problem with his Achilles ten-
don.” Brushing off the bench-clearing clash, Burnley
boss Sean Dyche said: “By the time I turned round
there was something going off in the tunnel.

“I don’t know what you can call it now. Handbags?
Manbags? Bumbags?”

Chelsea were stunned in the eighth minute when
Hendrick’s rocket put Burnley ahead. It was a poor
goal for Chelsea to concede as Cesar Azpilicueta could
only head a Burnley corner to the edge of the area,
where Hendrick was left unmarked to volley a superb
dipping strike past Kepa Arrizabalaga.

Eden Hazard’s majestic assist helped Chelsea draw
level four minutes later, underlining why the club are so
keen to keep their talisman out of Real Madrid’s
clutches. Cutting in from the left, Hazard twisted and
turned so rapidly that Burnley defender Matt Lowton
fell flat on his backside as the Belgian picked out Kante
for a powerful shot that flashed past Heaton from 10
yards out.

Pushing forward with pace and precision, Chelsea

went in front two minutes later when Higuain turned
smartly to pick out Azpilicueta. The Chelsea defender
executed a deft back-heel to Higuain, who continued
his run and crashed a brilliant finish into the roof of the
net from an acute angle.

But Burnley punished more poor defending to
equalise in the 24th minute. With Chelsea slow to react
to a Burnley free-kick, Ben Mee’s header was glanced
on by Chris Wood and the unmarked Barnes apply the
finishing touch with a close-range volley. —AFP
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Chelsea up to fourth after 
frustrating Burnley draw

Chelsea climb one point above fifth placed Arsenal 

LONDON: Chelsea’s Argentinian striker Gonzalo Higuain (C) celebrates after scoring their second goal during the
English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Burnley at Stamford Bridge in London. — AFP

Solskjaer confident 
he’s right man for 
United revival mission
MANCHESTER: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer insisted yes-
terday he is the right man to take Manchester United
forward despite an alarming loss of form that has left
them in danger of missing out on a place in next sea-
son’s Champions League.

After a magnificent start as United caretaker manag-
er following Jose Mourinho’s sacking, Solskjaer has
seen his side suffer an equally dramatic slump, losing
six of their last eight games in all competitions.

During that run, United have exited the FA Cup,
Champions League and dropped to sixth in the Premier
League table with their form hitting a low point in the
woeful 4-0 defeat at Everton on Sunday.

Questions are now being asked about whether
United acted too hastily in making his appointment
permanent last month-although Solskjaer himself insists
that is not the case. “Well I would like to say yes but it’s
not down to me to say that” he said.

“I’m confident in my team and myself. I’ll be ready to
take this challenge on. “I know it’s a big challenge and
that’s why, when I came in here, I said I’m going to
enjoy every single second. I don’t like losing but it’s a
challenge all the managers at this club have had.

“When you go through bad results, you’ve got to be
confident enough to say this is the way we’re going to
do it and plan ahead.” Solskjaer’s lack of managerial
experience at the very highest level of the game, espe-
cially in the transfer market, have raised questions over
his suitability to return United to the top of the football
ladder.

But he was adamant his coaching and recruitment
abilities make him the right man for that task, saying: “I
would like to think so, yes. “I like all these boys, I love
them because they’re great lads. But I’ve got to make
decisions and manage for the club. I’m managing the
club and helping the players but I manage for the club.

Solskjaer’s task does not get any easier, with a derby
meeting against treble-chasing Manchester City loom-
ing for his side at Old Trafford today. The United man-
ager revealed he called his players in for a clear-the-air

meeting after the debacle at Goodison Park-a result
which means his club have leaked 48 goals, their worst
defensive record in a league season in 40 years.

“That (the derby) is the best game we could ask for,
with the players hurt as they definitely were,” Solskjaer
said. “We had a meeting after the game and all the
players were definitely, definitely disappointed but
really, really hurt by that performance and the City
game is the perfect one.

“There is no hiding place on the pitch and the fans
will back you if you give that effort.

“We’ve got to be ready for the press, for their press-
ing, so we’ve got to defend well, got to be ready for
their aggression, they will snap at your heels and kick
you, there will be fouls, absolutely no doubt about it

and when you watch those games they commit so many
players forward.”

After the Everton defeat, Solskjaer warned that
many of his under-achieving players will not survive at
United although, when pressed 48 hours later, he
refused to expand on the personnel he had in mind.

“Of course, you learn about players and now is not
the time to talk about making wholesale changes in a
squad that’s been doing so great-only City and
Liverpool have taken more points than us in the last 18
games and that’s it,” he said.

“We were where we were when we came in, really
gave it a go, and you can see loads of Man United stan-
dards, the DNA in these players. You have to get play-
ers in and some players will go out.” — AFP

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United’s Norwegian manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer (C) reacts after the final whistle in the
English Premier League football match between Everton and Manchester United at Goodison Park in Liverpool. — AFP

Defence the key 
to Arsenal’s 
top-four bid
LONDON: Unai Emery is faced with a defen-
sive di lemma that could make or break
Arsenal’s hopes of a top-four finish to their
Premier League campaign.

The Gunners travel to Wolves today having
missed a chance on tightening their grip on a
top four f inish ahead of at least two of
Tottenham, Chelsea and Manchester United
undermined by a 3-2 defeat at home to
Crystal Palace on Sunday.

Arsenal were extremely poor defensively
that day. Two goals were from badly-defended
set-pieces while the other was the result of an
extraordinary individual error by Shkodran
Mustafi. Gunners manager Emery had opted
to rest a number of players after a win at
Napoli the previous week that had seen north
London side Arsenal into the last four of the
Europa League.

Now, after that plan backfired, the
Spaniard must decide whether to keep the
three-man back line that allows Mesut Ozil to
flourish in an advanced midfield position
behind Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang and
Alexandre Lacazette, or play safe with a tradi-
tional back four.

Arsenal won 1-0 at Watford in their most
recent away day outing with a back four and
switched to one at half-time against Palace. It
would be no surprise, therefore, if Nacho
Monreal came back on the left of the defence
and Ainsley Maitland-Niles, who came off the
bench at the break on Sunday, was restored to
the right.

Emery’s biggest headache though is to
decide if the veteran Laurent Koscielny can
carry on playing at a time when Mustafi can-
not be relied on. Sunday was not the first time
Mustafi’s errors had been costly-an attempt to
shield the ball from Wilfried Zaha merely
allowed the Palace forward a free run on goal-
yet no Gunner in any position has been picked
more in the Premier League this season than
the Germany international.

Fortunately, Sokratis Papasthopoulos has
served a two-game ban and is expected to go
straight back in the team.

The inexperienced Konstantinos
Mavropanos is another option and started
against Watford and Palace but was substitut-
ed before the hour mark against the former
and lasted just 45 minutes in last weekend’s
match with the Eagles.

“I have the confidence in our way and I
want to be positive because this season we
have been working and fighting to be in this
key moment with the possibility to be in the
top four, and we are,” Emery said after the
Palace loss. 

“We are also in the semi-final  of the
Europa League and we can be proud of all the
season.  “Today we can be frustrated, but
tomorrow stand up and be ready for the game
today against Wolves knowing it is going to
be very difficult but it is in our hands.” — AFP

Sterling calls 
for nine-point 
racism penalty
LONDON: Raheem Sterling has called for clubs
whose fans racially abuse players to be hit with a nine-
point penalty, saying current punishments meant the
issue was “nowhere near being sorted” by football
authorities.

The Manchester City forward has become increas-
ingly outspoken on racism in football, having received
abuse on the pitch while playing for both his club and
on England duty.

Recently, he cupped his hans to his ears in response
to derogatory chants  from Montenegro fans while
playing for England last month. Now Sterling has
become one of the signatories to a manifesto published
in yesterday’s edition of Britain’s The Times newspaper
calling for more black, Asian and minority ethnic
(BAME) people in positions of power within football,
more severe punishments for racist abuse and greater
action by social media organisations, sponsors and tra-
ditional media.

“When I was a boy growing up in London, going to
school and playing football, I didn’t know what racist
abuse was because I never suffered any,” Sterling

wrote in The Times.
“So it seems crazy that, in 2019, I feel the need to

write a piece in a newspaper calling for radical changes
to the game that I love. “But I do because the racism
problem in football is so bad, runs so deep and is
nowhere near being sorted.”

He added: “You will all have read about the various
high-profile racist incidents in recent months: the abuse
I received playing for Manchester City away to
Chelsea; the booing that the black England players
were subjected to in Montenegro; the nastiness that
Moise Kean of Juventus endured in Italy and the end-
less insults thrown at players on social media.

“But that is sadly just the tip of the iceberg. Up and
down the game, across the world, black and Asian play-
ers, fans and coaches are subjected to racism. Every
day, from park football to the Champions League.

“In my opinion, the people who run the game are
doing nowhere near enough to solve the problem. And
that’s not good enough.”

Sterling said punishment for racist abuse should
start with an automatic nine-point deduction for clubs
and three games behind closed doors rather than the
current system of fines, which he said were an insuffi-
cient deterrent.

“It sounds harsh, but which fan will risk racist
behaviour if it might relegate their team or ruin their
title bid? “Small fines do no damage to clubs and coun-
tries, but one group of people who do have the money
to make them take notice are sponsors. The next time

that a club or governing body fails to act appropriately
against racism, I would love to see that company pull
its money out and make a moral stand. “I don’t know
how long it will take for things to change but we have
to start now. I don’t want the next generation of black
players to have to put up with this evil.” — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Wolverhampton Wanderers v Arsenal        21:45
beIN SPORTS 
Manchester United v Manchester City       22:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CUP
AC Milan v SS Lazio                                     21:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN DFB POKAL
Werder Bremen v Bayern Munich               21:45
beIN SPORTS


