
Zain main 
sponsor of first
International
Infrastructure
Conference 
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, announced its main sponsorship of the
first International Conference entitled “Challenges in
Developing Sustainable Infrastructure”. The confer-
ence, organized by Kuwait Society of Engineers in
partnership with Kuwait University’s College of
Engineering and Petroleum, came under the patron-
age of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Zain took part in the conference’s opening cere-
mony held at JW Marriot Hotel, which witnessed the
attendance of the representative of His Highness the
Amir, Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi, Minister of Public
Works and Minister of State for Housing Affairs Dr
Jenan Boushehri, Kuwait University President Dr
Hussein Al-Ansari, Head of Civil Engineering
Department at Kuwait University and Head of the
conference’s organizing committee Dr Fahad Al-
Rukaibi, Head of Kuwait Society of Engineers Faisal
Al-Atel, Zain Kuwait’s External and Internal
Relations Department Manager Hamad Al-Matar, as
well as many officials, professionals, and academics
specialized in engineering and planning from across
local, regional, and international levels. 

Zain’s support to this international conference
came as part of its commitment in being present in
international projects and activities that contribute to
pushing the national economy wheel and achieving

the various developmental objectives of the country.
The company is keen on reflecting its key role - as a
leading national company in the Kuwaiti private sec-
tor - in engaging with the various planning projects
that add to Kuwait’s prosperity on all levels. 

The conference witnessed the presence of multi-
ple local and international entities that added a great
value to the event’s program. The conference fea-
tured joint-collaboration from Kuwait Society of
Engineers, Civil Engineering Department of Kuwait
University, College of Engineering and Petroleum at
Kuwait University, General Secretariat of the
Supreme Council for Planning and Development,
Rutgers University’s Center for Advanced
Infrastructure and Transportation, Transportation
Research Board (TRB), American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE), American Society of Civil
Engineers - Kuwait International Group (ASCE -
KIG), and the Transportation and Development
Institute (TandDI).

The first International Conference entitled
‘Challenges in Developing Sustainable Infrastructure’

mainly aimed at discussing the challenges that face
the development of a sustainable infrastructure in
Kuwait and related topics, including infrastructure
asset management and state of good repair (SRG),
big data modeling, simulation, and management,
structure health monitoring (SHM) and nondestruc-
tive evaluation and testing (NDE/NDT), sustainable
and resilient transportation infrastructure, public
transport management (airports, rail, ports, etc..),
road safety infrastructure and ITs, infrastructure
rehabilitation and preservation, transformative infra-
structure technologies (automation, robotics, etc..),
materials for sustainable structures, application of
GIS to sustainability of infrastructure, and more. 

Zain’s support to this international conference
comes in line with its core objectives that aim at
shouldering the advancement of the community as a
whole on all levels, where the company reaffirms the
principal of partnership through similar efforts with
the aim of contributing to the further progress of
national economy and serve the country’s develop-
mental goals. 

BEIJING: Kuwait’s Ambassador to China Samih
Jowhar Hayat reiterated Friday Kuwait’s support for the
Belt and Road Initiative, which coincides with its own
strategic vision, in making a safe strategic corridor, a
huge trade forum, and a core of a network of iron lines
starting from China and ending in Jerusalem through
Central Asia and strategic countries. Ambassador Hayat
made his remarks on the sidelines of the second session
of the Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation, which was
launched in Beijing on
Thursday under the patron-
age and attendance of
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Kuwait is the first country
in the world to sign a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
cooperation with China
regarding the Belt and Road
Initiative after it was
announced in September
2013, Hayat said. “Under the guidance of the First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Chairman
of the Supreme Planning Council and Head of the
Supreme Council of the North Economic Zone, Kuwait
attaches great importance to this forum,” he explained.
The ambassador noted that Kuwait will sign two MoUs
between the two governments, one with China
Development Government Bank, which is related to
development, construction and consultative coopera-

tion, and the second with the State Urban Planning
Commission, which is related to the organization of
consultative planning.

“Participation of Kuwait in the second session of the
forum comes amid the participation of many heads of
state and government, ministers and academics from
more than 160 countries along the Silk Road. The forum
will discuss ways to enhance cooperation, build a plat-
form for cooperation and resolve problems facing the

global and regional economy,
and inject new energy to further
develop interrelated develop-
ment,” Hayat added. He
expressed his great confidence
in the success of this session in
pushing forward cooperation
and coordination in reviving the
historic Silk Road, which links
different societies and cultures
within a clear system based on
trade and investment exchanges. 

High-quality development
Chinese President Xi Jinping had urged participants

of the Belt and Road Initiative to continuously advance
the initiative along the path of high-quality develop-
ment, China state-run Xinhua News Agency reported.
Xi made the statement in a keynote speech at the open-
ing ceremony of the Second Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation in Beijing. “The principle of
extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared
benefits should be upheld. The open, green and clean

approaches should be adhered to,” Xi was quoted as
saying. The goals of high standard, livelihood-improv-
ing and sustainable development should be achieved,
according to the president. Xi also announced that
China will also support 5,000 people from innovation
sector in Belt and Road countries in conducting
exchanges, training programs and joint researches in
the next five years. “China will work with other partici-
pants of the Belt and Road Initiative to promote scien-
tific and cultural exchanges, set up joint science labs,
build science and technology parks, and promote trans-

fer of technologies,” Xi said.
Meanwhile, Russian President Vladimir Putin said

China’s Belt and Road infrastructure initiative meshes
perfectly with the goals of the Russian-led Eurasian
Economic Union. Putin told the forum that China’s
moves ‘fit perfectly into our plans.’ The Eurasian
Economic Union groups Russia with Armenia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in a common market that
seeks to remove barriers to the free movement of
goods, services, capital and labor. Putin added those
five member states “unanimously supported the idea of
linking the construction of the Eurasian Economic
Community” and the Belt and Road.

Climate change effects
On another front, United Nations Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres said China’s Belt and Road initiative
offers a chance to help reverse the effects of climate
change. Speaking at the forum, Guterres praised China
for investments of more than $125 billion on renewable
energy in 2017, saying they played a pivotal role in secur-
ing an agreement at last year’s UN Climate Conference in
Poland. The scale of planned Belt and Road investments,
“offers a meaningful opportunity to contribute to the cre-
ation of a more equitable, prosperous world for all, and to
reversing the negative impact of climate change,”
Guterres said. The UN wants to align the Belt and Road
with its sustainable development goals, Guterres added.
Some 37 heads of state or government, including
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, took part in the
three-day forum, in addition to about 5,000 participants
from more than 150 countries. — KUNA
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BEIJING: Kuwait’s Ambassador to China Samih Jowhar
Hayat represents Kuwait at the Second Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooperation. —KUNA

Belt, Road initiative coincides with
Kuwait’s strategic vision: Ambassador

Kuwait participates in the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation 

Kuwait first to
sign MoU 

with China 
on initiative

Kuwaiti Youth Council:
Crucial springboard for
young empowerment
KUWAIT: The planned Kuwaiti Youth Council is a core
part of relentless efforts exerted by the country’s political
leadership to stimulate and spur youngster involvement in
society. The idea of creating this body caps the directives
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to enable young people to demonstrate excel-
lence and creativity, and even to listen to them on their
needs and hopes. The fledgling agency is purposed to
keep abreast of a worldwide youth development drive
involving councils for young people with a view to prop-
ping up their participation in decision-making.

It constitutes a young advisory framework for analyzing
the conditions and needs of young people, promoting their
societal involvement, reflecting on their issues and finding
solutions to them with the ultimate goal of promoting
national identity and developing dialogue and communica-
tion with them. Making up 72 percent of population, Kuwaiti
young people enjoy much care and attention on the part of
the country’s political leadership, with His Highness the Amir
having instructed the holding of major events on youth.

Addressing a parliamentary session on February 15,
2012, His Highness the Amir emphasized that it was imper-
ative to fulfill the expectations and hopes of young people,
provide them with jobs and encourage them to play a con-
structive role so as to serve their own society. His Highness
the Amir also directed the holding of a national youth con-
ference aiming at capitalizing on their capabilities and
skills for the sake of their nation. Accordingly, young peo-
ple joined a preparatory youth council including non-gov-
ernmental organizations, which would be interested in key
youth and social issues.

The agency came up with a national youth document
that encompassed solutions to many problems and issues
that bug youth in the country. The document involved 10
recommendations in the fields of promoting citizenship,
education, small and medium-sized enterprises, housing,
health, legal and administrative development, human and
sports development, environment, culture, arts and litera-
ture. His Highness the Amir asked the Cabinet to take con-
crete moves to implement the recommendations enshrined
in the national document by means of setting up relevant
bodies, overhauling laws and programs and highlighting
their requirements.

In this context, youth police-makers decided to create
an entity that would reflect the hopes of young people in
the country, so a decree was adopted on January 26, 2013
for establishing the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs. The
ministry was tasked with exerting national efforts to stimu-
late and launch integrated and holistic strategies, policies,
initiatives and programs to ensure the development of
societal youth participation. In 2015, another edict was
adopted for creating the Public Authority for Youth (PAY)
to pay more heed to young people who are the real wealth
source of the country. The authority is meant to spur youth
involvement in societal activities, safeguard national unity,
maintain national identity and ensure balance between
rights and duties. It is also working to create the Kuwait
Youth Council which is mainly intended to beef up young
presence in society and launch partnership between young
people and state agencies in line with Kuwait’s 2015 devel-
opment vision. As an advisory body, the council will hand-
pick, by a random drawing, 36 members from all the six
governorates of the country; three males and three females
from each governorate, in addition to a secretary.

Furthermore, the agency should comprise a number of
people with special needs as per the PAY’s regulations. The
council’s members should be between 18 and 34 years old
and should have got at least high school certificates with no
criminal records. The also ought to have experience in volun-
tary activities, knowledge of youth affairs and issues, and to
have communications with young people. Finally, several
state agencies have adopted initiatives and programs pur-
posed to help young people and encourage them to live up
to their due role in various domains in the society. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi honors Zain
Kuwait’s External and Internal Relations Department Manager Hamad Al-Matar with the presence of
other officials.

Festival aims to 
highlight ‘richness’
of Islamic countries
ABU DHABI: The Organization of the Islamic
Conference’s (OIC) goal is to highlight the richness,
culture and heritage of Islamic countries in the second
edition of this year’s festival, the Advisor to the OIC
Secretary General and Chairman of the Higher
Committee organizing Abu Dhabi OIC festival Yusif Al-
Dubaie said yesterday.

Dubaie said in a statement to the press that the idea
behind this year’s festival is to exchange knowledge on
cultural heritage among all and focus on spreading the
culture of moderation and tolerance in a simplified and
new manner that is different from organizing seminars
and political speeches as well as warning against the

dangers of terrorism and extremism. He underlined the
importance of enabling everyone to learn a portion of
Islamic history that has spread knowledge and culture
around the world over the centuries, noting in this year
events a group of Muslim scholars and thinkers will
attend symposiums witnessed during the festival.

Dubaie thanked all the Islamic countries that are
OIC members, especially Saudi Arabia, as the head-
quarters country of the Organization and its continu-
ous support for its efforts and activities for 50 years,
praising as well Kuwait’s efforts and its active role in
the Organization. “The Zakat House has been a valu-
able humanitarian and Islamic effort,” Dubaie said.
“The House is a pioneer in humanitarian and Zakat
work, an honor that is undoubtedly worthy.”

He pointed out that the idea of the festival was
launched by the Secretary-General of OIC Dr Yousef
Al-Othaimeen, where the start was in Egypt for the
Arab countries in February and then the United Arab
Emirates. The second edition of the festival was
described as “outstanding” for its activities highlight-

ing the heritage, Islamic values, humanity and cultural
diversity of the participating countries. — KUNA

ABK supports
KEPS with
Earth Day  
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait
(ABK) recently sponsored an event
organized by the Kuwait Environment
Protection Society (KEPS) to celebrate
Earth Day and promote awareness of
environmental issues. The event was
attended by 52 teachers from the
Ministry of Education who covered dis-
cussion on global warming, environmen-
tal protection and the importance of

environmentally-friendly products.
Earth Day is an annual event celebrat-

ed globally on April 22, with more than
190 countries around the world hosting
activities to demonstrate support for
environmental protection. Founded in
1974, the Kuwait Environment Protection
Society works to combat pollution
through educational, social and cultural
activities and programs, and raise aware-
ness of environmental issues among
Kuwait’s citizens and residents. Through
its CSR initiatives, ABK advocates inclu-
sive, social and sustainable environmen-
tal development and is committed to the
protection of the planet and to raising
awareness in Kuwait of issues affecting
the environment. 

ABU DHABI: Secretary-General of OIC Dr Yousef Al-
Othaimeen with Kuwait’s Islamic Arts Center
Director Fareed Al-Ali. — KUNA


