
PEMBA: Heavy rains from a powerful cyclone lashed
northern Mozambique yesterday, sparking fears of flood-
ing as aid workers arrived to assess the damage, just
weeks after the country suffered one of the worst storms
in its history. Cyclone Kenneth, a Category Three storm
on the hurricane scale, made landfall in Mozambique’s
Cabo Delgado province late Thursday after swiping the
Comoros islands. It made landfall a day later, killing one
person and wrecking thousands of homes.

“Tropical Cyclone Kenneth has now ‘stalled’ over
Cabo Delgado province of northern Mozambique, where
it is expected to bring heavy rains in the coming days,”
said OCHA, the UN’s humanitarian coordination office,
adding that it would remain in the area “for at least two
days.” “The stalling of the weather system is likely to
cause significant flooding in Cabo Delgado, as well as
high rainfall in southern Tanzania, over the next 10 days,”
it warned.

Mozambique’s emergencies agency, the INGC,
reported a death caused by a falling coconut tree in the
port city of Pemba, Cabo Delgado’s provincial capital,
along with severe flooding, mudslides and widespread
power outages. It said Kenneth-which has now receded
into a tropical depression-had damaged or destroyed
3,300 homes while about 18,000 people were housed in
emergency shelters.

Yesterday morning, emergency workers including

Brazilian soldiers, OCHA personnel and officials from the
UN children’s agency UNICEF, arrived in Pemba to
assess the damage. “The INGC tell us to come here to
make an evaluation of the situation,” Captain Kleber
Castro of the Brazil rescue service told AFP on the tar-
mac at Pemba airport. “Pemba had a minimal disaster
impact. But we really need to know about the cities with
90 percent damage. Now we look for some aircraft and
evaluate all the locations,” he said.

On the tourist island of Ibo, home to 6,000 people, 90
percent of homes had been flattened, according to a
spokesman for the INGC, Antonio Beleza. “It looks like
the island has been bombed... It is biblical,” said Kevin
Record, a South African tour operator and owner of a
hotel on Ibo. The work of rescuers has been hamstrung
by damaged infrastructure, including communications. “A
lot of people can be impacted in the region where the
flooding is large and widespread,” said Castro. 

“The most difficult thing is transportation-we don’t
have helicopters yet. We need a lot of support, if you can
help us we need support from helicopters.”  Communities
in central Mozambique are still reeling from Cyclone Idai,
which hit on the night of March 14-15, causing killer
floods that swept away homes, roads and bridges. The
storm also smashed into Zimbabwe and Malawi. In the
three countries, more than a thousand lives were lost, and
damage is estimated at around $2 billion. — AFP 
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Heavy rains spark flooding fears 
in cyclone-hit Mozambique

Brazilian soldiers, UNICEF officials arrive to assess damage 

MACOMIA: This handout picture provided by the World Food Program shows a destroyed house in Macomia dis-
trict, Mozambique.  — AFP 

Jihadist attacks 
kill 22 Syria 
pro-regime fighters
BEIRUT: Attacks by two jihadist groups killed at least
22 Syrian government troops and militiamen in the
northern province of Aleppo early yesterday, a war mon-
itor said. Thirty others were wounded in the assaults by
Al-Qaeda’s former Syria branch, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS), and its ally Hurras al-Deen, which remains affiliat-
ed to the global jihadist network, the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.

The attacks in the southern and southwestern coun-
tryside of Aleppo province were launched shortly after
midnight and triggered clashes that continued until
dawn, Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said. He
said the fighting subsided after Russian aircraft struck
jihadist positions in the area, prompting the fighters to

pull back. Eight jihadists were killed, he added. Russia
aircraft also carried out strikes in neighboring Hama
province early on Saturday, killing five civilians, the
Observatory said.

On Friday, Russian strikes killed 10 civilians in Idlib
province, the hub of territory held by the jihadists of HTS
in northwestern Syria. Russia and rebel-backer Turkey in
September inked a buffer zone deal to avert a massive
government offensive on the Idlib region, but the deal
has never been implemented. The region of some three
million people has come under increasing bombardment
since HTS took full control of it in January.

The latest Russian air raids came after two days of
talks on the Syrian conflict between Turkey, Russia and
fellow government backer Iran in Kazakhstan earlier this
week. The three governments expressed concern over
the growing power of HTS in Idlib and parts of adjacent
provinces, and determination to cooperate to eliminate
the jihadist group. The civil war in Syria has killed more
than 370,000 people and displaced millions since it
began with the bloody repression of anti-government
protests in 2011. — AFP

BEIRUT: Residents walk among debris caused by the reported explosion of a booby-trapped motorcycle in the city
of al-Dana in Syria’s rebel-held Idlib region, on the border with Turkey. — AFP

Russian agent Maria 
Butina sentenced 
to 18 months in US
WASHINGTON: Maria Butina, the only Russian arrested
and convicted in the three-year investigation of Moscow’s
interference in US politics, was sentenced on Friday to 18
months in prison. The leader of a small Russian gun rights
group, the 30-year-old Siberian native used her ties to the
National Rifle Association to build a network of powerful
Republican contacts. She had admitted one count of con-
spiracy to act as an agent of a foreign government without
registering-a so-called “espionage-lite” charge the US has
used before against alleged Russian spies.

Prosecutors said that although she worked openly and
was not tied to any Russian intelligence agency, she was
sending back reports to a high-level Russian government
official and posed a threat to the United States. “I humbly
request forgiveness. I’m not this evil person depicted in the
media,” she told the court in Washington before her sen-
tence was announced.

Dressed in a dark blue pajama-like prison uniform, her
long red hair pulled behind her shoulders, Butina’s voice
broke as she addressed the court in fluent, Russian-
accented English. She told the court she had only wanted
to work towards better US-Russian relations and would
have registered as a foreign agent if she had known it was
required by law.

Top Republicans    
Moscow expressed outrage over the treatment of

Butina, who was given credit for nine months already
served and will be deported when she is released. “The
accusations brought against her, intended to influence the
internal political process in the United States, are totally
invented and fabricated,” Russia’s foreign ministry said in a
statement.  “Our compatriot was condemned just because

she is a Russian citizen,” it added.
On the sidelines of a summit in Beijing, Russian

President Vladimir Putin called the conviction “arbitrary”.
“There is nothing we could accuse her of, but to make this
case not look completely ridiculous, she was sentenced to
18 months in prison,” he said. Butina’s case played out
against a backdrop of tension between Moscow and
Washington over what US intelligence says was a concert-
ed effort by Russian spies to interfere in the 2016 presi-
dential election, using hacking and social media manipula-
tion to help President Donald Trump to victory.

Special Counsel Robert Mueller charged 25 Russians
with conspiracy for those activities, but, with all of them
believed to be in Russia, none have been arrested. US
prosecutors acknowledged that Butina had nothing to do
with those cases but alleged that she was part of a “spot-
and-assess” operation to identify potential recruits. A gun
rights campaigner who attended NRA events and invited
top gun lobby officials to Russia, she lived as a graduate
student in Washington with her boyfriend, a Republican
and NRA activist. Her activities brought her in contact with
top Republicans, including Trump at a rally in 2015, where
she was chosen to ask the then-candidate about US-
Russian relations.

Updates to Russia    
Butina sent regular updates to her handler Alexander

Torshin, at the time a senior Kremlin politician and central
bank deputy governor who had accompanied her to NRA
conventions. “There is no doubt that she was not simply a
graduate student,” Assistant US Attorney Erik Kenerson
told the court. “She was simultaneously trying to make
contacts... for the benefit of the Russian Federation.” 

Steven Hall, the CIA’s former chief of Russian opera-
tions, said her operating in the open was simply an innova-
tive tactic in Putin’s “broader hybrid-warfare influence
operation.” “She’s part of the Kremlin’s plan to try to
weaken the United States and the West,” he said. Butina’s
lawyer Robert Driscoll, a prominent Republican attorney,
said she had broken no law besides the registration statute,
and would not have been pursued had she been of a differ-
ent nationality. —AFP

25 years after
apartheid, S Africans
still not free 
MAKHANDA, South Africa: A quarter of a century
after the end of the apartheid in South Africa, large
swathes of population still aren’t free given abject pover-
ty and high unemployment and the scourge of corrup-
tion affecting the country, President Cyril Ramaphosa
said yesterday. Speaking at a ceremony in Makhanda,
formerly Grahamstown, in the south of the country,
Ramaphosa said that South Africans were “gathered
here to celebrate the day we won our freedom.”

The first democratic elections were held in South
Africa on April 27, 1994, with blacks-who make up three
quarters of the population-voting for the first time,
bringing to an end three centuries of white rule and the
apartheid regime in place since 1948. “We remember the
moment we placed a cross on a ballot paper for the first
time in our lives,” the president said, paying homage to
Nelson Mandela, the anti-apartheid campaigner who
was elected South Africa’s first black president in 1994.

Nevertheless, “we cannot be a nation of free people
when so many still live in poverty,” Ramaphosa said. “We
cannot be a nation of free people when so many live
without enough food, without proper shelter, without
access to quality health care, without a means to earn a
living,” he continued. “We cannot be a nation of free
people when funds meant for the poor are wasted, lost
or stolen (...) when there is still corruption within our
own country.” — AFP


