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Artist Jaume Plensa’s ‘Behind the Walls’ is on display at Rockefeller Center on 5th Avenue in New York during a press preview of the inaugural Frieze Sculpture at Rockefeller Center. — AFP

A worker holds a sketch by Nelson Mandela-’The Cell Door,
Robben Island’- in New York City. — AFP

Graffiti artwork, suspected to have been created by the British street artist Banksy, is pictured opposite the environmental
protest group Extinction Rebellion’s camp at Marble Arch in London. — AFP

New York’s Rockefeller Center, famous for its ice
rink and art deco buildings, was transformed
Thursday into an art gallery housing 20 sculp-

tures, some of them with a heavy political slant.  The exhi-
bition was organized by the group Frieze and will remain
up until the end of June. It is spread throughout the
Rockefeller Center, which covers an area of three city
blocks and was built in the 1930s in the very heart of
Manhattan. It has featured artworks before, but never a
full-on exhibition.

Curator Brett Littman said he had chosen artists from a
variety of backgrounds, including Hispanic and African,
and that he insisted on the inclusion of female artists-four
of them in total.  Many of the artworks play off the vertical
spaces of the urban architecture. Although Littman said
there was no overt theme, “one of the things that really
comes through for me is that this is a fraught political time
and many artists are thinking about that.”

Two huge cut-out shapes are placed on either side of
the entrance to the main building, one representing the

sprinter Tommie Smith, famous for raising a clenched fist
in a Black Power salute on the podium at the 1968 Olympic
Games. On the other side is Ruby Bridges who, at the age
of six, became the first African American child to be
admitted to a white elementary school in the segregated
American South in 1960.

Paulo Nazareth, the Brazilian creator of the two sculp-
tures, saw symbolism in the proximity of the Ruby Bridges
statue to a toy shop on the ground floor of the center,
which the little girl might well have been forbidden from

entering in her own lifetime.  Another politically themed
work is by Ghanaian artist Ibrahim Mahama, who replaced
the 192 flags of the United Nations members states that
normally line the ice skating rink with flags made of jute, a
cheap material used as sacks in his homeland.  “This is
about his critique of global capitalism, his idea of the spice
trade, the slave trade, even immigration in Africa,” said
Littman.  “So it represents quite a few things and also it
really changes the landscape,” he said. —AFP

Rockefeller Center becomes art gallery for two months

Egyptologist in Canada
presents theory of two
queen rule before
Tutankhamun

Tutankhamun, the boy king of ancient Egypt,
came to power only after two of his sisters
jointly held the throne, according to an

Egyptologist at Canada’s Universite du Quebec a
Montreal (UQAM). Researchers have known for
more than half a century that a queen had reigned
before Tutankhamun, whose intact tomb was discov-
ered in 1922, sparking global interest in Egyptology.
Some thought she was Nefertiti, the sister and wife
of Akhenaten, who proclaimed herself “king” follow-
ing his death. Others believed it to be the eldest
daughter Princess Meritaten.

UQAM’s Valerie Angenot says she has now con-
ducted an analysis based on the study of symbols
which revealed that two daughters of Akhenaten
seized power at his death while their brother
Tutankhamun, aged four or five at the time, was too
young to rule. Akhenaten had six daughters before
having his son later on, who had a frail constitution
and was plagued by illness throughout his life.
Akhenaten married Meritaten to prepare her to one
day rule, but some inscriptions also indicate he was
grooming another daughter Neferneferuaten
Tasherit, for rule. 

They jointly ascended to the thrown under a com-
mon name, according to Angenot. Her work was pre-
sented at American Research Center in Egypt annual
conference in Alexandria, Virginia, where she said it
was well received. “Egyptology is a very conserva-
tive discipline, but my idea was surprisingly well
received, except for two colleagues who fiercely
opposed it,” she said, adding she hoped it could
advance knowledge on succession issues in Ancient
Egypt and of the Amarna Period. —AFP

Adrawing by late South African leader Nelson
Mandela of the door of his prison cell on Robben
Island-where he was held for 18 years-will be put

up for auction in early May in New York. Bonhams, which
will host the sale on May 2, has put the value of “The Cell
Door, Robben Island”-completed in 2002 by the Nobel
peace laureate-at $60,000 to $90,000. The work will be
part of a sale of modern and contemporary African art.
“The word ‘iconic’ is so overused but to have a drawing of
one of the most important men of the 20th century... would
be a remarkable thing,” Giles Peppiatt, the auction house’s
director of modern African art, told AFP.

“It’s the first time this work has ever been exhibited in
public. It’s also the first work by Nelson Mandela ever to be
sold in the open market.” The wax pastel crayon drawing
shows a few bars of the cell door and a key in the lock,
sketched in purple. The work is one of the few that Mandela-
who was jailed for 27 years in total and inspired the struggle
against apartheid-kept until his death in 2013.  “It was a very
personal, very poignant work for him,” Peppiatt said,
explaining that Mandela embraced art as a hobby after leav-
ing South Africa’s presidency in 1999.—AFP

A
new work believed to be by British street
artist Banksy appeared near London’s Marble
Arch on Friday, where climate change pro-
testers have camped out for days. The work

features a child clasping a symbol of Extinction
Rebellion, the group behind the protests, crouching
next to a spade and a new plant. “From this moment
despair ends and tactics begin,” reads a sign next to the
artwork, located at one of central London’s busiest
road junctions. “I think it’s virtually a certainty it’s him,”
auctioneer Andrew Tetley told London’s Evening
Standard newspaper.

“It hasn’t been confirmed obviously that it is Banksy
yet, but clearly there’s a lot of excitement,” added street
art fan Lindsey Solomons, 53. “I think the message
speaks for itself really, that if we don’t do something

about the planet clearly we’re going to be in a desper-
ate state, and he captures that so well,” she told AFP.
Environmentalists used festive but highly disruptive ral-
lies since last week to focus global attention on climate
change, bringing parts of London to a standstill. The
entire campaign saw police make 1,130 arrests and
press charges against 69 people.

Banksy, whose identity is known to only a handful of
friends, caused a sensation in October when one of his
paintings began shredding itself, just after selling for
$1.4 million (1.2 million euros). The artist has previously
espoused themes such as immigration and refugees, the
Palestinian cause and the yellow vest movement in
France. — AFP
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