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Golden Warriors blast their 
way into the second round 

Durant makes history, scores a playoff career high 50 points 
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant scored a playoff career
high 50 points as the Golden State Warriors blasted
their way into the second round of the NBA playoffs by
clobbering the Los Angeles Clippers 129-110 on Friday.
Durant made history by equaling the most points
scored in the first half of a playoff game with 38 of his
50 coming in the opening half. 

He tied former Phoenix Sun star Charles Barkley
who scored 38 of his 56 points in the first half of a
series clinching win over Golden State 25 years ago.
“That was one of the great performances I’ve ever seen
in my life,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. “He’s the
ultimate weapon because there’s no defense for Kevin.”
Durant was at a loss to explain his masterful perform-
ance on Friday.

“I am just out there playing. I was so lost in the game
I am not really thinking about anything else but winning
the possession. It is tough to explain. I am just in it,” he
said. The Warriors advance to face the Houston
Rockets, beginning on Sunday in Oakland. Houston was
already in Oakland waiting for the Warriors to finish the
series so they can start the second round on Sunday.
Durant said the Rockets are going to be a whole new
challenge. “They are a talented ball club with a lot of
high IQ players that shoot well and penetrate well so
we got our work cut out for us,” he said. 

Draymond Green had 16 points, 14 rebounds and 10
assists, Stephen Curry scored 24 points and Andre
Iguodala contributed 15 points off the bench for the

Warriors, who won three road playoff games in the
same series for first time in franchise history.  The
Warriors put the brakes on Clipper reserves Lou
Williams and Montrezl Harrell, who had done so much
damage against them in the two Clippers victories. The
pair came in leading Los Angeles in scoring during the
series at 24.4 and 20 points, respectively. Williams
scored eight points on a horrific three-for-21 shooting,
and Harrell was limited to just 10 points.

‘We didn’t roll over’ 
“He’s Kevin Durant. We didn’t roll over. We didn’t

just say, come on, just give us 50 tonight,” said Clippers
Patrick Beverley. “He’s a hell of a player. The shots he
took, he made some tough shots.”  Williams described
Durant as “a special” player who is unguardable when
he is on his game. “Sometimes you come across special
people and it doesn’t matter what you send to them,”
Williams said. “There’s no scheme. There’s nothing you
can do.

“We tried everything. It didn’t work. “Even the game
he came out, he was like ‘I’m Kevin Durant, you all
know who I am’. That’s a bold statement to make when
you are going to see some guys who are extremely
competitive. “It wasn’t a lack of effort on our part. He’s
an all-world professional and he proved it.” Danilo
Gallinari had 29 points, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 22 and Beverley finished with 11 points, 14
rebounds and seven assists in the loss. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant #35 of the Golden State Warriors loses the ball as he is fouled by Danilo
Gallinari #8 of the LA Clippers in a 129-110 Warrior win during Game Six of Round One of the 2019 NBA
Playoffs at Staples Center. — AFP 

BUENOS AIRES: The women’s game is turning profes-
sional in football-mad Argentina, but there’s very little
in that status to compare to the world in which the
country’s male superstar Lionel Messi operates and
excels. The Argentine Football Association (AFA)
announced in March that the 16-team women’s top
division would become professional from June - a wel-
come boon ahead of the World Cup that will kick off
that same month in France.

Argentina have qualified for only the third time in
their history. But scratching below the surface, women’s
professionalism is a far cry from that enjoyed by Messi,
the highest paid player in the world on $84 million a
year added to $27 million in endorsements, according
to the 2018 Forbes list of top-earning athletes. AFA has
created a fund worth $2,600 a month for each team to
pay the salaries of eight players - those players, not
enough to make up a full team, will earn 15,000 pesos
each, or $330.

“People see that the national team isn’t doing so
well but no-one sees that we can’t live on this,” said
Camila Gomez Ares, 24, who plays for Boca Juniors.
Those eight salaries amount to the typical single wage
of a men’s fourth-division player. “Clubs invest in the
men but it’s only the biggest clubs that do so with us,
and even then it’s a little,” added Gomez Ares, whose
team bans the women’s players from using the men’s
pitch to keep it pristine for the likes of former
Manchester United, Manchester City and Juventus
forward Carlos Tevez.

Selling raffle tickets
One women’s team, San Lorenzo, has decided to pay

all 16 of its female players, but is the exception. Even at
Boca and River Plate - the two biggest and best sup-
ported men’s teams in the country - women are only
paid expenses. Top-flight women players have to pay
for their own transport, boots, clothing and even med-
ical insurance. “Some pay membership fees (to their
club) and if there’s a shortage to pay the doctor, police
or ambulance (who attend games), they have to sell raf-
fle tickets or pay money to play,” Florencia Quinones, a
32-year-old Boca midfielder who once played for
Barcelona, told AFP.

“It’s about economics,” says Victoria Bedini, a 28-
year-old cleaner who trains in the evenings with the
modest Excursionistas club from the Belgrano neigh-
borhood in Buenos Aires. There, “boots, clothing,
everything is paid for by the players.” The club doesn’t
even pay expenses meaning players often fail to turn up
for training. “They don’t have enough to pay for the
transport,” said Bedini.

One issue is that South American football’s govern-
ing body, CONMEBOL, has launched a push to encour-
age teams to show more interest in the women’s game.
“The problem is they look for 20 girls and keep them in
horrible conditions, because they’re obliged to,” said
Macarena Gomez, whose judicial claim against her club,
UAI Urquiza, over the lack of a contract was the cata-
lyst that led to professionalism. She sees the major
problem as one of culture. “The spanner in the works is
a backward and macho thinking that permeates foot-
ball,” added the 27-year-old.

Slow progress
Given their struggles, just qualifying for the World

Cup was an achievement for Argentina, who overcame
Panama in a play-off to reach the showcase in France.
They will be hoping to perform far better there than in
their last World Cup appearance, in China 12 years ago.

Amongst chastening defeats to Germany (11-0) and
England (6-1) they exited the competition with three
defeats from three, a single goal scored and 18 conced-
ed. They will face 2011 champions Japan, 2015 semi-
finalists England and debutants Scotland in a daunting
group stage. This team has come a long way since
going without a head coach for two years until they
went on strike in 2017 demanding “basic resources”
such as travel expenses, a training pitch and accommo-
dation when abroad.—AFP 

Women’s football 
turns professional 
in Argentina STUTTGART: World number one Naomi Osaka has

pulled out of the WTA tournament in Stuttgart due
to an abdominal injury. The 21-year-old Japanese
was scheduled to play a semi-final  t ie against
Estonian eighth seed Anett Kontaveit yesterday
evening, but announced in the afternoon that she
would be unable to play.

Osaka said that she had to roll out of bed yesterday
morning after picking up the injury during her quarter-
final win over Donna Vekic on Friday. “I couldn’t lift my
upper body. I don’t expect that I will be able to serve,”
she said. “It’s an ab strain, something that I’ve had
before. Thankfully, because I’ve had it so many times I
am able to tell what it is and I know what to do.” “I nev-

er want to withdraw, especially in a semi-final, so I am
sad,” she said.

Osaka said she had broken the news that she was in
pain to her team after her dramatic comeback against
Croatia’s Vekic on Friday. “We were in the gym to cool
down and they were all happy.” she said. “I was like er, I
have some bad news, and sort of sprung it on them that
I was in pain. They were cool about it, so I am grateful
to them.” Osaka, who reached her first semi-final on
clay in Stuttgart, said that she might have jinxed herself
by talking about injury ahead of the tournament. “They
say you can speak things into existence. I feel like I do
that a lot.”

Yet having reached the last four of a WTA tourna-
ment for the first time since winning the Australian
Open last January, Osaka said she was happy with how
things had gone in Stuttgart. “Even though it is bad that
I got injured here, I am happy that it happened at the
beginning of the clay season, and not in Rome where it
is really close to the French Open. “I am happy that I
won two matches here. This was a really good boost for
me, because it let me know that even though I am inter-
nalizing pain or feelings, I can still win matches.”— AFP 

Injured Naomi
Osaka pulls
out of Stuttgart 

STUTTGART: Japan’s Naomi Osaka stretches during
her quarterfinal match against Croatia’s Donna Vekic
at the WTA Tennis Grand Prix in Stuttgart. — AFP 

ROME: Trieste half marathon organizers are facing
accusations of racism over their controversial decision
to close the May 5 race to African athletes. Race man-
ager Fabio Carini told yesterday’s edition of La
Repubblica the move only to allow European entries
was to make a stand against the exploitation of
African runners. “This year we have decided only to
take European athletes to make the point that meas-
ures must be taken to regulate what is currently a
trade in high-value African athletes, who are purely
and simply exploited, which is something we can no
longer accept.”

Interviewed on Rai Television Carini evoked athletes
who were “under-paid and treated indecently in rela-
tion to their sporting value”. Carini came under fire
from an Italian member of the European Parliament,
Isabella de Monte, who called the decision “serious and
unworthy”. “We are preventing professionals taking
part in a race because they come from Africa....The sit-
uation is in the process of slipping away from us and
we are returning to the dark days,” the MEP for the
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats said.

She added: “The only way to react to this type of
decision is outrage. “Sport is about sharing, unifying,
equality, loyalty and respect, that’s what we teach our
children. “But what example are we giving them with this
type of decision?” The Trieste half-marathon controver-
sy comes days after Lazio fans racially abused two AC
Milan players in the Italian Cup semi-final. This was the
latest in a series of racist incidents in Serie A this season.
Earlier this month, Juventus youngster Moise Kean was
racially abused in a game at Cagliari.— AFP 

Trieste marathon 
accused of racism, 
excludes Africans 

LOS ANGELES: Jordan Staal scored in overtime to lift the
Carolina Hurricanes to a 1-0 win over the New York
Islanders in game one of a series that pits two of the
numerous Cinderella teams left in the NHL playoffs. Staal
scored 4:04 into the first overtime Friday to give the
Hurricanes their first second round series victory in almost
a decade. The puck bounced to Canadian Staal, whose
lunging shot glanced off the skate of goaltender Robin
Lehner and into the net in front of a crowd of 15,800 at the
Barclays Center arena. Switzerland’s Nino Niederreiter set
up the goal by firing a shot off the boards behind the New
York net.  “We wanted to get a good start to the series,”
Staal said. “They are a very patient and tight defensive
team so it was a tight game but we found way to win. 

“I don’t know what happened (with the winning goal). It
popped out to me and it went in the net so I was happy
about that.” Game two is scheduled today in Brooklyn.
Goaltender Petr Mrazek stopped 31 shots for his fifth play-
off shutout. The Stanley Cup playoffs have been turned
upside down this season by upsets. For the first time in the
history of the four major North American pro sports
leagues, every regular-season division champion was elim-
inated in the first round.

The Islanders (103 points) are one of three 100-point
teams left along with the Boston Bruins (107 points) and
San Jose Sharks (101 points). But the Islanders and
Hurricanes are two of the four teams remaining that did
not reach the playoffs last season. Friday’s game was also
the first for the Islanders at Barclays Center since February
16. New York played its final 13 regular-season games and
both home games of its first-round sweep of the

Pittsburgh Penguins at Nassau Coliseum on Long Island.

Labanc lifts Sharks 
In another development, Kevin Labanc scored a high-

light-reel game-winning goal, and Brent Burns collected a
goal and three assists as the host San Jose Sharks broke
open a tie game late in the second period and went on to
win 5-2 Friday night in the opening tilt in their second-
round postseason series. Game 2 will be today in San Jose.
With the score tied 2-2, Labanc - on the heels of his four-
point third period in San Jose’s thrilling Game 7 victory
over the Vegas Golden Knights to finish opening round of
the Stanley Cup playoffs - electrified the home crowd and
his teammates with four minutes left in the middle frame.
Labanc entered the offensive zone with speed, waltzed
around Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen while putting the
puck through Rantanen’s legs, backed off a defender and
ripped a top-corner shot. Burns doubled the lead with
one minute left in the period when he sent a shot from
his point position that ricocheted off Avalanche defense-
man Cale Makar and into the net. Timo Meier iced the
game with a final-minute empty netter.

Martin Jones recovered from allowing an early goal in a
26-save performance for San Jose, which was without
captain and top goal scorer Joe Pavelski due to a head
injury he suffered in the clinching game against the Golden
Knights. Twice the Avalanche took a lead, and twice they
surrendered it. Gabriel Bourque opened the scoring 130
seconds after puck drop when he pounced on a juicy
rebound, but the Sharks’ Gustav Nyquist tied the game
with a rebound tally with less than six minutes remaining in
the opening frame.

Colin Wilson put Colorado ahead about four minutes
into the second period with a power-play goal — a nifty
redirect from the high slot of Rantanen’s shot-pass. But
Joe Thornton scored just past the midway point to again
even the affair. Marcus Sorensen blocked a shot at his
own blue line to create a two-on-one rush that ended
with Thornton wiring a wrist shot home after taking a
cross-ice pass. Shortly before Thornton’s goal, San Jose
killed off a four-minute double-minor high-sticking
penalty to keep the deficit at 2-1. Colorado goalie Philipp
Grubauer stopped 22 shots.—Agencies 

Staal scores in OT 
as Hurricanes draw 
first blood against 
New York Islanders 

CALIFORNIA: Goalie Philipp Grubauer #31 of the Colorado Avalanche gets help from Nathan MacKinnon
#29 and Samuel Girard #49 defending their goal against Gustav Nyquist #14 of the San Jose Sharks dur-
ing the second period in Game One of the Western Conference Second Round. — AFP 

Van Niekerk 
backs Semenya 
JOHANNESBURG: Wayde van Niekerk has backed fel-
low Olympic gold medalist Caster Semenya in her bat-
tle with the IAAF over female eligibility rules, saying on
Friday that “it goes beyond track and field”.   The
Olympic 400-metre champion told reporters on the
sidelines of the South African championships near
Johannesburg that Semenya “is fighting for something”
far greater. “Caster is fighting for something beyond
just track and field athletics-she is fighting for women
in sports, in society and I respect her for that. “I support
the hard work and talent she has put into the sport,” said
Van Niekerk, who withdrew from the meet, fearing cold,
wet conditions could threaten his recovery from a knee
injury. “With what she believes in and what she is dreaming
of, I have got a lot of respect for her. —AFP 


