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News in brief

UAE deposits $250m in Sudan bank 

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates announced
yesterday it would deposit $250 million in Sudan’s
central bank as part of a support package for the
country following the overthrow of longtime leader
Omar Al-Bashir. The government-owned Abu
Dhabi Fund for Development signed an agreement
with the Sudanese central bank “confirming the
deposit”, the UAE’s official WAM news agency
said. Last week, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
announced three billion dollars in financial aid for
Sudan. The deposit for the central bank was aimed
at shoring up the Sudanese pound. —AFP  

NYT apologizes for cartoon 

WASHINGTON: The New York Times on Saturday
apologized for publishing an anti-Semitic cartoon in
its international print edition featuring Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and US President
Donald Trump. The cartoon, which appeared in
Thursday’s newspaper, depicted Netanyahu as a
guide dog wearing a Star of David collar and lead-
ing a blind Trump - who was wearing a kippah, or a
Jewish skullcap. In an apology published on Twitter
by the Times’s opinion section - which will also
appear in print today - the newspaper said the
drawing “included anti-Semitic tropes”. —AFP 

Chile footprint ‘oldest’ in Americas

SANTIAGO: Scientists in Chile say they have found a
footprint dating from at least 15,600 years ago, mak-
ing it the earliest such sign of man’s presence in the
Americas. The footprint was found at the Pilauco
excavation in 2011 next to a house in the city of
Osorno (820 km south of Santiago), where scientists
have been digging since 2007.. It took years for pale-
ontologist Karen Moreno and geologist Mario Pino
to reliably confirm that the print was human. Pino said
the footprint appears to be that of a barefoot man
weighing about 70 kg and of the species Hominipes
Modernus, a relative of Homo Sapiens. — AFP 

MoI cracks down on 120,000 
residency violators in Kuwait

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: An informed source said an estimated
120,000 expats of both genders are in violation of the
residency law in Kuwait. These include those who had
valid residencies earlier and those who came to Kuwait
on visit or work visas and violated the law. The source
said security efforts are in progress to curb their num-
bers through inspection campaigns and other measures. 

The source said the deportation department will not
accept violators with expired article 18 residencies until
three months have elapsed since their violations were
entered in the interior ministry’s computer systems.  As
for article 20 residency holders (domestic helpers), the
department will accept them days after they are
reported missing, with the possibility that the sponsor
can correct the helper’s situation. The source said the
deportation department has deported 620 violators,
including 18 women, in the past few days. He said the
deportation department’s capacity is a maximum of
800 people of both genders.

In another concern, all traffic departments in
Kuwait’s six governorates are no longer authorized to

renew driving licenses of holders of dependent visas
(article 22), especially those issued after 2014. All such
licenses should be sent to the interior ministry’s assis-
tant undersecretary for traffic affairs, whose office will
make sure that they were obtained according to the
rules, which includes that the husband of the license
holder meets all conditions, most importantly to be a
general manager, assistant general manager, advisor or
work in exempted professions that allows spouses to
get a license. The source said all article 22 licenses
issued with exemptions will be revoked by the assistant
undersecretary’s office.

Meanwhile, Health Ministry Assistant Undersecretary
for Technical Affairs Dr Abdelrahman Al-Mutairi said
Indian doctors are being recruited to work in special-
ized ministry hospitals and health centers in the fields of
internal medicine, ICU, gynecology, pediatric orthope-
dics, pediatric surgery and tumors, liver surgery, blood
vessels, glands, organ transplant, premature births,
intervention radiology and primary care. He said ads
were published in Indian newspapers with regards to
the ministry’s need for doctors in the said specialties,
adding applications can be made online. 

TEHRAN: Iran’s top general warned
yesterday Tehran could close the strate-
gic Strait of Hormuz shipping route if it
faces more “hostility”, news agency
ISNA said, as the US tightens up sanc-
tions. “We are not after closing the Strait
of Hormuz but if the hostility of enemies
increase, we will be able to do so,”
armed forces chief of staff Mohammad
Bagheri told semi-official ISNA. “Also if
our oil does not go through the strait,
other countries’ oil will certainly not
cross the strait, too,” he added. 

The statement came after Washington
said last Monday it would start imposing
sanctions on countries such as India,
China and Turkey that buy Iranian oil.
Eight countries were initially given six-
month reprieves after the United States
reimposed sanctions on Iran in November,
following President Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to withdraw from a 2015 nuclear
accord. Iranian officials have repeatedly
warned the Islamic republic could shut
down the strait, a vital shipping lane for
international oil supplies, should it find its
national interests or security threatened. 

“We believe Iran will continue to sell its
oil ... (and) use the Strait of Hormuz. But if
the United States takes the crazy measure
of trying to prevent us from doing that,
then it should be prepared for the conse-
quences,” foreign minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said on Wednesday. 
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In this file photo taken on Feb 25, 2015, a member of Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards chants
slogans after attacking a naval vessel during a military drill in the Strait of Hormuz. — AFP 

PARIS: Later this year, the Louvre in Paris will host an
exhibition of masterpieces by the Italian painter
Leonardo da Vinci to mark his death 500 years ago in
France. But the work that in recent months has been the
intense focus of scrutiny by the media and da Vinci
specialists, may not be on show. In 2017, “Salvator
Mundi” was sold at auction by Christie’s as a work by
da Vinci for a record $450 million. But it has not been
displayed in public since, triggering doubts about its
ownership, its whereabouts and its authenticity.

The painting, a portrait of Jesus (PBUH), was to go
on display at the Louvre Abu Dhabi in September last
year. But its unveiling was postponed by the museum
without any explanation. The Louvre Abu Dhabi has
kept tight-lipped about the identity of the buyer, saying
only that the emirate’s Department of Culture and
Tourism had “acquired” it. 

And the mystery has further deepened ahead of a
visit by Italian President Sergio Mattarella who will join
France’s President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday on a
trip to the Loire Valley to mark the anniversary of da
Vinci’s death there in 1519, at the age of 67. 
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NEW YORK: In this file photo taken on Oct 10, 2017, Christie’s
employees unveil Leonardo da Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi”. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs yesterday stepped up pressure
against Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri
ahead of his grilling that may be debated tomorrow.
At the same time, the minister demanded explana-
tion of certain points included in the grilling, which
require additional details. The grilling is on top of
the agenda tomorrow, but the minister has the right
to demand the postponement of the grilling for two
weeks. On the Assembly’s agenda is another grilling
against Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh, filed by MPs Mohammad Hayef and
Mohammad Al-Mutair over charges of squandering
public funds and unfair appointments. 

Jabri’s grilling was submitted by MPs Riyadh Al-
Adasani, Adel Al-Damkhi and Mohammad Al-Dallal,
who accused the minister of promoting irregulari-
ties at the information ministry, the agricultural
authority and the sports authority, all of which fall
under the minister’s purview. Dallal said yesterday
that the minister did not take any actions over vio-
lations at the agricultural authority. He said viola-
tions in the distribution of agricultural land plots
have increased under the minister, and that’s why
the grilling is “not random and we are aware of
what the minister has been doing”. 

MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain described the agri-
cultural violations as the straw that broke the
camel’s back, adding that he has documents that the
public funds protection committee does not have.
He said he has supplied all the information he has to
MP Adasani, claiming the agricultural plots were
used to appease someone. 
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BEITUNIA: In a time of intense Palestinian anger
toward US President Donald Trump, at least one
Palestinian-American remains optimistic that the US
leader can offer hope. Farouk Shami, a beauty industry
mogul who said he has known Trump for nearly two
decades, says the US president uses his products to
sculpt his iconic hair. He says the “great man” genuinely
wants to achieve an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal,
despite a series of measures which have caused
Palestinian fury.

“I believe that he is committed to peace in the
Middle East, and especially in Palestine. There is a com-
mitment,” Shami, who lives near Houston, Texas, told
AFP during a visit back to the occupied West Bank,
where he was born. “I am still hopeful that one day we
will have peace, even while Trump is in position.” The
multimillionaire 76-year-old moved to the United
States in 1965 and eventually set up Farouk Systems,
which offers a range of high-end hair products.

He says he became friends with the future US pres-

ident when sponsoring the then-Trump-owned Miss
USA and Miss Universe pageants. He eventually fea-
tured on Trump’s Celebrity Apprentice reality show.
“We are still friends, although I don’t agree with his
political views concerning Palestine and concerning
Jerusalem,” Farouk, wearing a suit and cowboy boots
with a dragon on them, said at his newly opened insti-
tute for hairdressers in the Palestinian town of
Beitunia. The White House did not respond to a
request for comment.
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BEITUNIA: Farouk Shami, a Palestinian-American beauty
industry mogul, is pictured at his institute for hairdressers
on April 25, 2019. — AFP 

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena
yesterday announced a ban on face covering, a week
after Islamist militants carried out coordinated suicide
bombings that killed 253 people. Sirisena said he was
using emergency powers to ban any form of face cover-
ing in public. The restriction will take effect from today,
his office said in a statement. “The ban is to ensure
national security... No one should obscure their faces to
make identification difficult,” the statement said.

It came days after local Islamic clerics urged Muslim

women not to cover their faces amid fears of a backlash
after the bombings carried out by jihadists affiliated to
the Islamic State group. Muslims in the majority
Buddhist nation account for about 10 percent of its 21
million population. Most Sri Lankan Muslims practice a
liberal form of the religion and only a small number of
women wear the niqab.

Police and a relative said yesterday the father and
two brothers of the suspected mastermind of Sri Lanka’s
Easter Sunday bombings were killed when security
forces stormed their safe house on the east coast two
days ago. Zainee Hashim, Rilwan Hashim and their father
Mohamed Hashim, who appear in a video circulating on
social media calling for all-out war against non-believ-
ers, were among at least 15 killed in a fierce gun battle
with the military on the east coast on Friday.

Kamal Jayanathdhi, the officer in charge at Kalmunai
police station on the east coast, confirmed the three men
had died along with a child that appears in the video,
and that the undated clip in which they discuss martyr-
dom, had been shot in the same house where the gun
battle took place. Two people who were inside the
house, a woman and a seven-year-old girl believed to be
relatives of the men, survived, he said, while a woman
was killed in crossfire on a nearby street.

Niyaz Sharif, the brother-in-law of Zahran Hashim, the
suspected ringleader of the wave of Easter Sunday
bombings, told Reuters the video showed Zahran’s two
brothers and father. On Sunday police in the eastern
town of Kattankudy raided a mosque founded by Zahran
which doubled up as the headquarters of his group, the
National Thawheedh Jamaath (NTJ). —Agencies 
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