
Rainbow-coloured hot air balloons ferried giddy visi-
tors over Vietnam’s ancient city of Hue yesterday for
a festival organizers hope will kickstart a passion for

flying in the tourist hotspot. Several balloons-including
one shaped as an octopus, another as a heart-offered aer-
ial views of the former capital’s sprawling stone citadel,
which was once the seat of Vietnam’s emperors. It is not a
journey for the faint of heart.  “When the balloon started
to go up, I was buzzing and I could see the full view of
Hue,” tourist Ha Anh Ngoc told AFP.  Hue is one of
Vietnam’s most popular tourist destinations, attracting
some 4.3 million visitors last year. 

Most visitors travel by foot or cycle rickshaw to see the
city’s ancient pagodas, imperial tombs and citadel, which
still bears damage from intense fighting during the
Vietnam War.  Balloon enthusiasts are hoping to change
that.  “I really hope hot air ballooning will be more popular
and closer to Vietnamese people,” said Vo Ngoc Ha, one
of the organizers of the third annual festival.  At $280 for a
40-minute jaunt into the skies, hot air balloon rides remain
out of reach for most. 

Some visitors at yesterday’s festival opted instead for a
tethered ride for about $6, while others enjoyed the event
from the ground, snapping selfies as the balloons soared
over the city.  Dutch pilot Wout Bakker, who has come to
the festival every year since it was first held in 2017, said
he has seen a gradual uptick in interest in hot air balloon-

ing which he hopes will grow further.  “Vietnam has good
potential because more and more tourists are coming and
also local people-they have money to take flights, so it is
building up,” he said. — AFP
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A woman takes a selfie inside a hot air balloon during
a hot air balloon festival in the central Vietnamese city
of Hue yesterday. — AFP

Footprint found in Chile is ‘oldest’ in Americas

Scientists in Chile say they have found a footprint dat-
ing from at least 15,600 years ago, making it the ear-
liest such sign of man’s presence in the Americas.  The

footprint was found at the Pilauco excavation in the city of
Osorno (820 kilometers, or 500 miles, south of Santiago),
where scientists have been digging since 2007.
Archeologists from the Austral University of Chile said the

footprint was first spotted in 2011 next to a house. It took
years for paleontologist Karen Moreno and geologist
Mario Pino to reliably confirm that the print was human.
“There are other human footprints in the Americas,” Pino
told the Osorno newspaper El Austral, “but none has been
dated as far back.”  

He said scientists were able to do so by applying radio-

carbon dating techniques to organic plant material where
the print was found. Pino said the footprint appears to be
that of a barefoot man weighing about 70 kilograms (155
pounds) and of the species Hominipes Modernus, a rela-
tive of Homo Sapiens.  The area in Chile has proven rich in
fossils, including evidence of an ancestor of today’s ele-
phants and American horses, as well as of more recent

human presence.  An earlier footprint found at a site south
of Osorno was found to be about 1,000 years more recent.
The newer findings were published in the latest edition of
the peer-reviewed scientific journal PLOS One. — AFP

Flying high: Vietnam hot air
balloon fest woos enthusiasts

Hot air balloons flies over the former capital’s stone citadel during a hot air balloon festival in the central Vietnamese city of Hue yesterday. — AFP photos


