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10th-inning rally pushes Padres 
past Washington Nationals
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Phillies belt three homers, outslug Marlins
WASHINGTON: Manuel Margot’s bases-loaded single
keyed a six-run 10th inning, and the visiting San Diego
Padres beat the Washington Nationals 8-3 on Saturday
for their fifth consecutive win. Ty France singled off
Wander Suero (1-3) to open the 10th, and Francisco
Mejia doubled to right. Greg Garcia then flied out to
deep left, scoring France with the go-ahead run. After
Fernando Tatis Jr. and Wil Myers walked to load the
bases, Washington’s Justin Miller entered and hit
Manny Machado with a pitch, forcing in the fourth San
Diego run. Margot lined a two-run single to left to
make it 6-2. Hunter Renfroe added a sacrifice fly, and
another run scored on center fielder Victor Robles’
throwing error. Luis Perdomo (1-0) struck out the side
in the ninth inning for the win. Robbie Erlin yielded a
run in the bottom of the 10th in a non-save situation.

DODGERS 3, PIRATES 1
Joc Pederson hit a two-run triple, and Clayton

Kershaw pitched seven strong innings as Los Angeles
rallied for a victory over visiting Pittsburgh. The
Dodgers were held scoreless by Joe Musgrove over the
first six innings before starting their rally in the seventh
inning on a leadoff single by Max Muncy. After an Alex
Verdugo single, Chris Taylor tied the game 1-1 on a
sacrifice fly. Austin Barnes singled, and one out later,
Pederson delivered his two-run hit to right-center field.
Kershaw (1-0) gave up one run on four hits with no
walks and eight strikeouts in just his third outing of the
year. His start to his season was delayed because of
shoulder inflammation that cropped up early at spring
training.

ASTROS 4, INDIANS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Pinch hitter Tony Kemp hit a walk-off home run

leading off the 10th inning, and Houston claimed a vic-
tory over visiting Cleveland. Kemp drilled a 2-1 slider
from Adam Cimber (2-2), sending it 360 feet over the
wall in right field. The blast made a winner out of
Roberto Osuna (2-0), who worked two scoreless
innings of relief. The Astros will attempt to salvage a
series split.

ROCKIES 9, BRAVES 5
Charlie Blackmon put Colorado ahead with a two-

run double in the ninth inning, and Trevor Story added
insurance with a three-run homer as the Rockies rallied
for the win at Atlanta. Colorado’s five-run uprising
came against A.J. Minter (0-3). David Dahl doubled and
went to third on a one-out wild pitch. After fanning
Raimel Tapia to move the Braves within one out of a
win, Minter walked pinch hitters Ian Desmond and
Drew Butera to load the bases. Blackmon then rapped
the first pitch he saw to drive in a pair.

CUBS 9, DIAMONDBACKS 1
David Bote had his first career two-home run game

along with five RBIs and Anthony Rizzo had a homer
and two doubles as visiting Chicago broke Arizona’s
five-game winning streak. Bote’s three-run homer
capped a five-run third inning off Arizona starter Zack

Godley (1-2), and he added a two-run homer for a 7-0
lead in the fifth. Benches and bullpens cleared and play-
ers congregated along the first base line after Matt
Koch hit Bote with a pitch in the left shoulder in the
seventh inning, following a Rizzo homer and a double
by Javier Baez. No punches were thrown and no one
was ejected.

PHILLIES 12, MARLINS 9
Nick Williams, Andrew McCutchen and Rhys

Hoskins homered to lead host Philadelphia to a win
over Miami. The Phillies have won three of four while
the Marlins have lost three of four. The Marlins, who
trailed 10-1 before scoring eight consecutive runs over
three innings, were led by Curtis Granderson, who went
3-for-4 with two RBIs, and Jorge Alfaro, who slugged a
two-run homer against his former team. Phillies short-
stop Jean Segura, playing his first game since returning
from the injured list after recovering from a hamstring
injury, was beaned in the second inning. There were no
immediate updates on the severity of the injury to
Segura, who was removed from the game immediately
after getting hit in the head by a 90 mph fastball from
Trevor Richards.

RANGERS 15, MARINERS 1
Elvis Andrus and Rougned Odor hit three-run

homers in the opening two innings as Texas snapped a
five-game losing streak with a rout of host Seattle. Joey
Gallo also homered for the Rangers, a solo shot in the
eighth inning. Rangers left-hander Mike Minor (3-2)
allowed one run on three hits in seven innings, with one
walk and a season-high 13 strikeouts. Right-hander
Ariel Jurado pitched the final two innings for the
Rangers to cap a three-hitter.

YANKEES 6, GIANTS 4
Gary Sanchez broke open a tight game with his first

career grand slam, and J.A. Happ pitched seven shutout
innings as visiting New York beat San Francisco in an
interleague game. The win was New York’s fifth in six
games at the start of a nine-game trip, and combined
with a 7-3 win in the series opener on Friday night,
gives the Yankees a shot Sunday at the first sweep in
the history of the rivalry with the Giants. In the ninth,
San Francisco got a three-run homer from Yangervis
Solarte and a solo shot from Erik Kratz before Aroldis
Chapman entered. The New York closer fanned the
only batter he faced, Pablo Sandoval, for his fifth save.

ROYALS 9, ANGELS 4
Hunter Dozier had a pair of two-run triples, and

Kansas City scored six runs in the third inning en route
to a victory over visiting Los Angeles. The Royals had a
season-high 15 hits. Dozier posted career highs with
four hits and four RBIs. He is the first designated hitter
with two triples in a game since David Ortiz did it on
July 22, 2004. Scott Barlow (1-0) pitched 1 1/3 scoreless
innings to pick up the win. Angels reliever Jaime Barria
(2-2) took the loss, allowing seven runs on 10 hits in 1
2/3 innings.

BREWERS 8, METS 6
Christian Yelich hit his major-league-leading 14th

homer and Josh Hader recorded a six-out save as
Milwaukee recorded a victory at New York. The reign-
ing National League MVP gave Milwaukee a 5-1 lead
when he parked a full-count changeup from Noah
Syndergaard (1-3) over the right-center-field fence.
Yelich tied the major league record for homers before
May 1. He shares the mark with Albert Pujols (2006)
and Alex Rodriguez (2007). Ben Gamel preceded
Yelich’s latest homer with a home run in the fourth as
Milwaukee beat the Mets for the second straight night.

RAYS 2, RED SOX 1
Jose Alvarado struck out Jackie Bradley Jr. with the

bases loaded to end the eighth inning, and Tampa Bay
hung on for a victory at Boston. Alvarado entered the
game after Diego Castillo allowed a homer to Mookie
Betts to open the inning and issued a one-out walk to
Xander Bogaerts. After a single, a strikeout and a walk,
Alvarado escaped the jam. Yandy Diaz hit a solo homer
for the Rays in the first inning, and Mike Zunino added
an RBI single in the fourth.

CARDINALS 6, REDS 3
Marcell Ozuna homered and drove in five runs as

host St. Louis posted a victory over Cincinnati.
Harrison Bader had a pinch-hit RBI single and Yadier
Molina and Paul Goldschmidt extended their hit
streaks to 14 and 13 games, respectively, for the
Cardinals, who won for the sixth time in seven games.
Dakota Hudson (2-1) allowed three runs on seven hits

in 5 2/3 innings. Two relievers bridged the gap to
Jordan Hicks, who retired the side in order in the ninth
to secure his eighth save. Jose Peraza and Eugenio
Suarez each had an RBI single and Derek Dietrich
added a sacrifice fly for the Reds, who fell for the third
time in nine games.

TWINS 9, ORIOLES 2
Max Kepler homered twice as Minnesota hit five

home runs for the second straight day and defeated
Baltimore in Minneapolis. The five homers upped
Minnesota’s total to 21 in five games against the
Orioles this season. Kepler homered in the seventh and
eighth innings and finished with four RBIs while C.J.
Cron, Jason Castro and Marwin Gonzalez also went
deep. Gonzalez, Castro and Kepler homered in a four-
run eighth against Jimmy Yacabonis. Castro and Kepler
went back-to-back. Minnesota is 5-0 this season
against the Orioles and has won 11 straight in the head-
to-head matchup dating to 2018.

BLUE JAYS 7, ATHLETICS 1
Randal Grichuk had three hits and two RBIs, Aaron

Sanchez pitched five strong innings, and Toronto
defeated visiting Oakland. Brandon Drury also had
three hits for the Blue Jays, who have won all five
games with the A’s this season after losing all seven
meetings last year. Sanchez (3-1) allowed an unearned
run, two hits and four walks while striking out four.
Oakland starter Brett Anderson (3-2) allowed six runs
in 4 1/3 innings on 10 hits and two walks. He struck
out two. —Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Cody Bellinger #35 of the Los Angeles Dodgers is safe at second with a stolen base as the ball
get past Cole Tucker #3 of the Pittsburgh Pirates in the eighth inning of the game at Dodger Stadium in Los
Angeles, California. —AFP

SHANGHAI: Kento Momota declared that “a new
generation of players is taking over” after the world
number one roared back to beat Shi Yuqi and retain
his Badminton Asia Championships title yesterday.
On a red-letter day for Japan in the Chinese city of
Wuhan, Akane Yamaguchi became the first Japanese
to win the women’s crown with an emphatic victory
over home player He Bingjiao.

In a repeat match of last year’s World
Championships final, the 24-year-old Momota
recovered from a slow start against Shi, who is sec-
ond in the rankings behind the Japanese. With Lin
Dan in the twilight of his career aged 35 and his
long-time rival Lee Chong Wei having treatment for
nose cancer, Momota feels there has been a chang-
ing of the guard.

“A new generation of players is taking over and I
am pleased to be part of it,” said Momota, who will
be favourite for gold at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.
“Retaining my title in Wuhan is mission accom-
plished.”

Momota, who defeated Shi to win the world title
last summer, conceded the opening game 21-12 to
the Chinese, who at 23 is very much part of the new
wave himself. The Japanese top seed then belatedly
found his rhythm and sealed the second game 21-18
with a delicious smash.

The momentum was with Momota and he
clinched the title in 69 minutes by easily winning the
third game 21-8 against a badly deflated Shi. There
was more joy for Japan at the home of their arch
rivals as Yamaguchi, a silver medallist two years ago,
eased to victory against China’s fifth-seeded He 21-
19, 21-9.

The 21-year-old Yamaguchi, the third seed, raced
out of the blocks in both games against her stunned
opponent, who is a year older. Yamaguchi went 12-2
up in the first game and was ahead 11-1 in the second
on the way to the title in just 42 one-sided minutes.

“Becoming the first Asian women’s singles cham-
pion from Japan is not that important to me,” said
Yamaguchi with a hint of mischief. “Instead, I was
proud to be on the top of the podium surrounded by
three Chinese opponents,” she added, referring to
He and bronze medallists Chen Yufei and Cai Yanyan.

Momota and the others will now have their eyes
on next summer’s Tokyo Games with the 12-month
qualification period starting today. — AFP

Momota hails ‘new 
badminton generation’
after Japan double

BAKU: A determined Valtteri Bottas resisted an attacking
final charge by his Mercedes team-mate Lewis Hamilton to
win yesterday’s Azerbaijan Grand Prix and regain the lead
in the 2019 drivers title race.

In a thrilling, closely-fought and dramatic race, the Finn
came home 1.5 seconds ahead of Hamilton as Mercedes
swept to a fourth successive season-opening one-two fin-
ish, the first team to do so since Ferrari in 1952. It was
Bottas’ second win this year and delivered some redemp-
tion after leading last year on the streets of Baku until his
car suffered a puncture with three laps remaining. “Yes,
ha!” said the delighted Bottas. “Amazing job guys-really,
really strong. I am so proud to be part of this team.”

The two Mercedes men came home ahead of Sebastian
Vettel of Ferrari, Max Verstappen who was fourth for Red
Bull and, after a storming effort, Ferrari new boy Charles
Leclerc, who started eighth on the grid and scored the
fastest lap after a late pit stop.

“We are all performing really, really well,” said Bottas of
the Mercedes team. “It was a tough race even though not
that much was happening. Lewis put on pressure, but it
was under control.”

His fifth win lifted him one point clear of Hamilton in the
embryonic championship courtesy of his fastest lap in
Australia. Bottas has 87 points, Hamilton 86 and Vettel has
52. “Congratulations to Valtteri - he drove a fantastic race,
made no mistakes and deserved the win,” said defending
five-time champion Hamilton. 

“It was all lost in qualifying (for me), but it’s great for
the team - the best start we’ve ever had.” Vettel said:
“There’s plenty of work for us to do, but at this point I

think we need to maximise what we can. I think we had
some pace, but we had to keep an eye on Max behind.”

On a clear blue-skied afternoon by the Caspian sea,
Bottas, on pole for the eighth time, made a clean start and
held on as Hamilton, who had an even quicker getaway,
drew alongside. The Finn, on the cleaner line, held on and
rebuffed Hamilton twice more before the champion relent-
ed. Vettel stayed third, but his Ferrari team-mate Leclerc
climbed from 10th, having started eighth, to fifth by the
end of lap eight. On lap 10, he passed Verstappen with
aplomb at Turn One to go fourth behind Vettel.

The Racing Point team began the pit stops, followed by
Daniel Ricciardo’s Renault and then Vettel, attempting an
under-cut for Ferrari, with a stop in 2.4 seconds. Bottas
responded by pitting in 2.8, after 12 laps, to leave Hamilton
leading Leclerc by just four seconds. Bottas rejoined
fourth behind Verstappen.

Hamilton came in after 13 laps as Leclerc passed to lead
with Verstappen second and Bottas third. Hamilton
rejoined fourth, two seconds clear of Vettel, thus negating
the German’s earlier stop.

By lap 30, the top trio were separated by just 2.5 sec-
ond, Hamilton closing on Bottas as Leclerc clung on. On
lap 32, Bottas dived past Leclerc to regain the lead while
Ricciardo failed in a lunge on Kvyat at Turn Three where
both ran off. The Australian then reversed into the
Russian’s Toro Rosso car causing both to retire.

Hamilton followed Bottas past Leclerc on lap 33 and
soon afterwards Vettel also went by. Finally, Leclerc pitted
for fresh tyres after lap 35 and rejoined sixth, Ferrari hav-
ing explained that an earlier stop was unworkable because
the softer tyres would not last.

All this left Leclerc, who swiftly passed Gasly, more than
21 seconds adrift of Verstappen with 14 laps remaining
while the Mercedes duo set the pace with Vettel, third, in
pursuit. Gasly then slowed into a slip road to retire with a
power failure, prompting the use of a brief Virtual Safety
Car period that ended with Bottas pulling three seconds
clear of Hamilton and Vettel closing up in a final five-lap
dash to the flag. —AFP

‘Proud’ Bottas wins 
as Mercedes sweep 
home one-two again 

BUENOS AIRES: The Jaguares survived a yellow card and
several late ACT Brumbies onslaughts to win 20-15 in
Buenos Aires Saturday and complete a Super Rugby hat-
trick.  A deserved, hard-earned round 11 success at
Estadio Jose Amalfitani came after they defeated the
Northern Bulls and the Coastal Sharks on a tour of South

Africa. Victory lifted the Argentine outfit five places to
sixth in the combined standings of the southern hemi-
sphere club championship and to third in the South African
conference. The Australians also came into the match on
the back of two victories over South African opposition,
the Golden Lions and the Western Stormers.

They were in with a chance of winning right to the end
of a match that contrasted sharply with the last between
them in Buenos Aires-a 39-15 triumph for the Brumbies
two years ago. It was tense affair in perfect conditions for
rugby with never more than seven points between two
evenly matched sides.  The Jaguares turned around a sev-
en-point deficit midway through the opening half to lead
17-15 at half-time. There was only one addition to the
score in the second half, a penalty slotted by Argentine
fly-half Domingo Miotti on 62 minutes.

The Canberra outfit must have fancied their chances
when the hosts were temporarily reduced to 14 men with
the sin-binning of loose forward Marcos Kremer after 66

minutes. Several times the visitors forced line-outs five
metres from the Jaguares’ tryline, but they could not force
their way over. Defeat keeps the Brumbies 12th overall and
third in the Australian conference, four points behind the
pacesetting Melbourne Rebels.

Both teams were guilty of handling errors at crucial
moments, with the Argentines the slightly more frequent
offenders. But the home side were less prone to mistakes
in the crucial closing stages, defending heroically to
thwart the Brumbies. “This was a wonderful performance
by all our players-the starting 15 and the replacements
who came on in the second half,” said Jaguares skipper
Jeronimo de la Fuente. “I believe we deserved the victory,
particularly because of our bravery in defence when
reduced to 14 men for 10 minutes in the closing stages.”
Sebastian Cancelliere and Folau Fainga’a exchanged ear-
ly tries before the impressive Tom Banks went over and
Christian Lealiifano converted to give the Brumbies a 12-
5 advantage.—AFP

Jaguares hold out
against Brumbies 
to complete 
hat-trick of wins

BAKU: Winner Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas
celebrates with the trophy after the Formula One
Azerbaijan Grand Prix in Baku yesterday. — AFP


