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Kipchoge runs second-fastest 
marathon for fourth London win

Kenya’s Kosgei wins women’s London Marathon
LONDON: Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge stormed to a
record-breaking fourth victory in the London
Marathon yesterday with the second-fastest time ever
seen over the distance. Olympic champion Kipchoge’s
time of two hours two minutes and 37 seconds was
second only to the 2:01:39 he ran in Berlin last year.

The 34-year-old, whose previous London triumphs
came in the 2015, 2016 and 2018 editions, was in impe-
rious form as he powered ahead from the 14-mile mark,
with Ethiopia’s Mosinet Geremew and Mule Wasihun
second and third respectively. “I’m happy to win on the
streets of London for the fourth time and to make his-
tory, on a day that the event has raised £1 billion (for
charity),” Kipchoge told the BBC.

“The crowd in London is wonderful and that spirit
pushed,” added Kipchoge, who has now won 11 of the
12 marathons he’s contested. Asked where he would run
next, he replied: “As usual, I do not chase two rabbits, I
only chase one and that was London. I have caught that
rabbit so I will discuss with my team what follows.”

Britain’s Mo Farah, whose build-up to race day was
overshadowed by an extraordinary row with distance
great Haile Gebrselassie over an alleged robbery in a
hotel owned by the Ethiopian great, could not cope
with the pace as he finished in fifth place.

Gebrselassie responded to Farah’s allegations by
saying the four-time Olympic champion and his
entourage had featured “multiple reports of disgraceful
conduct”. Farah was adamant the row had not ham-
pered his preparations.

“It didn’t distract me at all,” he insisted. “What I said
is the truth and it was all about the London Marathon
today. I didn’t mean to take any limelight away from the

sport... Had I won the race, it would have been a differ-
ent story, but I think I will take time to think about the
next step.” Reflecting on the race itself, Farah said: “My
aim was to follow the pacemaker, but after 20 miles
when he dropped out, the gap opened up and it became
hard to close. My aim was to try and reel them back but
the wheels came off and I was hanging in there.”

Farah, who insisted “I will be back” then paid a gen-
erous tribute to Kipchoge. “Congratulations to Eliud
and the better man won today. He is a very special ath-
lete and he is humble. If Eliud can run those sort of
times it just gives us another level of possibility.”

There was also a Kenyan winner in the women’s
race, Brigid Kosgei going one better than last year in
London to lead the field in a time 2:18:20.

Victory saw Kosgei, at the age of 25 years and 67
days, become the youngest winner of the women’s race,
breaking the London record of Aselefech Mergia (25
years and 92 days) set in 2010.

Kosgei’s compatriot Vivian Cheruiyot was second on
Sunday, in after beating Kosgei to finish first in London
last year. Kosgei left the rest of the elite women’s field
behind her with a blistering second half of the race.

Cheruiyot was initially able to stay with her when
Kosgei made a break at the 20-mile mark but could not
maintain the pace and drifted away some four miles
from the finish. Daniel Romanchuk of the United States
won the men’s wheelchair race in 1:33:38, just ahead of
experienced Swiss competitor Marcel Huig.

But there was a Swiss win in the women’s wheel-
chair event, with Manuela Schar first in 1:44:09 —
more than five minutes clear of Tatyana McFadden of
the United States. — AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, is flanked by men’s race winner Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge (L)
and women’s race winner, Kenya’s Brigid Kosgei (R) at the medal ceremony at the 2019 London Marathon in
central London yesterday. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Half-centuries from Shikhar Dhawan
and skipper Shreyas Iyer helped Delhi Capitals out-
play Royal Challengers Bangalore by 16 runs to enter
the Indian Premier League play-offs yesterday.

A 68-run second-wicket stand between Dhawan
and Iyer and a late cameo from Sherfane Rutherford
of West Indies steered Delhi to 187-5, a total their
bowlers successfully defended.

The left-handed Dhawan, who is part of India’s
World Cup team, hit 50, Iyer made 52 and
Rutherford’s unbeaten 28 off 13 deliveries lifted the
hosts to a big total at a slow-scoring Feroz Shah
Kotla pitch in Delhi.

Virat Kohli’s Bangalore lost regular wickets to fin-
ish on 171-7, but the bottom-placed side still have a
chance to make the play-offs. Delhi, who  made the
play-offs for the first time since 2012, moved to the
top of the eight-team table, overtaking Chennai
Super Kings who have already booked their spot in
the final four.

“This is an amazing feeling. Before the start of the
tournament we wanted to qualify, so we are really
satisfied and happy now that we have qualified,” said
Iyer. “We are going to maintain the same intensity
and mindset for the rest of the tournament. We were
termed as the underdogs before the start of the tour-
nament and before the start of every match we think
the same,” he added. Bangalore opener Parthiv Patel,
who top-scored with 39, and Kohli, who made 23,
gave their team a brisk start but their batting fell flat
once the two were back in the dugout. South African
paceman Kagiso Rabada-IPL’s highest wicket-taker
so far with 24 scalps from 12 games-struck first after
sending back Patel.

Left-arm spinner Axar Patel then got Kohli’s prized
scalp after the Indian skipper pulled the ball straight
into the hands of Rutherford at deep mid-wicket.
“The fun factor should never go away, we still got two
games and we’ll work hard. We’ll go out there, play
expressive cricket and be positive,” said Kohli. “When
we’re done with the two games, we’ll sit down and
see where this tournament goes.”—AFP

Dhawan, Iyer
help Delhi enter
IPL play-offs

LOS ANGELES: American Regis Prograis captured his
first major crown Saturday by stopping Kiryl Relikh in the
sixth round of a WBA super lightweight world title fight in
Lafayette, Louisiana.

The 30-year-old, undefeated Prograis knocked the
Belarusian down in the first round and cut him on his nose
in the second round of the lopsided bout. Despite being
the challenger, Prograis came into the fight as the favourite
and he lived up to that billing by improving his career
record to 24-0. 

“I am the real deal. I am a different animal,” said
Prograis. “Whoever they put in front of me they going to
get the same treatment.” Relikh, 30, dropped to 23-3 and
has now lost three of his last five fights.

Prograis knocked Relikh down in the first round with a
stinging body shot. The punch sent Relikh staggering
backwards before he fell to the canvas. Relikh and his
trainer also had to deal with a deep cut over the bridge of
his nose from the second round on. On the undercard,
Filipino Nonito Donaire knocked out Stephon Young in the
sixth round to retain his WBA bantamweight title. It was
an easy victory for Donaire against Young who was origi-
nally expected to fight further down the undercard but
was moved up when South African southpaw Zolani Tete
pulled out with a shoulder injury. — AFP

Prograis stops Relikh 
to claim WBA title

LOS ANGELES: Nikola Jokic had a triple-double and
Jamal Murray tallied 23 points as the Denver Nuggets
punched their ticket to the second round of the NBA
playoffs with a 90-86 game seven win over San
Antonio. Serbian Jokic finished with 21 points, 15
rebounds and 10 assists while Murray, of Canada, float-
ed in several clutch baskets with the game on the line as
the host Nuggets won their first game seven in over
four decades.

The last time the Nuggets were victories in a decid-
ing game was May 1978 when they beat the Milwaukee
Bucks in the playoff quarter-finals. Murray said every-
body played a role in helping them get the series victo-
ry on Saturday.

“We are hooping and winning games,” said Murray.
“We haven’t gone this far in a while. “We were able to
close it out and it was an amazing effort from the team
all around.” The second-seeded Nuggets advance to
play the fourth-seeded Portland Trail Blazers in the sec-
ond round. Game one is Monday in Denver.

The Nuggets led wire-to-wire Saturday but had to
sweat it out at the end as the Spurs fought back to
make it close. San Antonio were at times their own
worst enemies. In the closing seconds of game seven,
Spurs coach Gregg Popovich walked part way onto the
court and yelled at his players to foul but they ignored
him. Popovich didn’t get the foul and the Nuggets were
able to run the clock down and hold on for the series
clincher. “He didn’t hear anybody cause he didn’t foul,”
said Popovich of LeMarcus Aldridge, who was the clos-
est of the five players to the ball. “I think both teams
sent basketball back in the first half. I was surprised
people stayed.”

This is the first time a Popovich-coached team has
lost consecutive seasons in the first round. Rudy Gay
had 21 points, DeMar DeRozan and Bryn Forbes scored
19 each and LaMarcus Aldridge had 16 points and 11
rebounds for seventh-seeded Spurs.

Forbes hit a three-pointer before DeRozan made
one of two free throws with 70 seconds left to make it
88-84. Forbes dunked after a Denver miss to make it a
two-point game with 52 seconds left. Murray, of
Toronto, drained a floating 14-footer make it a four-
point lead, and Torrey Craig blocked DeRozan’s drive
to the basket with 28 seconds left.

“I am extremely happy and proud of my guys,” said
Nuggets coach Michael Malone. “This was a really
hard-fought series. If we played them 20 times it would
be 10-10. I love our grit and toughness tonight. We
never lost our composure.”

In a second round East series opener, Kawhi
Leonard scored a career playoff best with 45 points

and grabbed 11 rebounds as the Toronto Raptors
defeated the Philadelphia 76ers 108-95.

Pascal Siakam added 29 points and seven rebounds
for the Raptors and Kyle Lowry added nine points and
eight assists. JJ Redick had 17 points for the 76ers. Joel
Embiid chipped in with 16 points and eight rebounds,
while Tobias Harris had 14 points and 15 rebounds. Ben
Simmons also had 14 points with nine rebounds, James
Ennis had 11 points and Jimmy Butler had 10.

The Raptors led by as many as 19 points and took an
11-point lead into the fourth quarter.

Leonard’s 14-footer had the Raptors leading by 18
with 7:06 remaining. The lead reached 20 on Leonard’s
jumper with 4:17 to play. — AFP

Nuggets edge Spurs 
in game seven to 
reach second round

DENVER: Nikola Jokic #15 of the Denver Nuggets is guarded§ by Lamarcus Aldridge #12 of the San Antonio
Spurs in the fourth quarter during Game Seven of the first round of the 2019 NBA Western Conference
Playoffs at the Pepsi Center in Denver, Colorado. —AFP

BERLIN: Captain Marco Reus admitted that the
Bundesl iga t it le was sl ipping from Borussia
Dortmund’s grasp after he was sent off in a shock
4-2 derby defeat to Schalke on Saturday.

The defeat severely harmed Dortmund’s title
hopes, handing Bayern Munich the chance to go
four points clear with three games to go when they
play Nuremberg yesterday.  “As long as we are not
winning our games, it will be hard to catch Bayern,”
said Reus. 

Dortmund coach Lucien Favre also said that he
had given up hope of catching league leaders
Bayern. “The title race is over,” he said. “I have
never experienced anything like this.”  “It is very,
very hard to accept, especially the way we lost
today.”

“We are not used to getting red cards, and it
was difficult after that.” Reus’ red card, given for a
reckless foul on Schalke’s Suat Serdar, proved a
turning point in Saturday’s disastrous defeat, as
Daniel Caligiuri put Schalke 3-1 up from the result-

ing free-kick. 
Team mate Marius Wolf was also sent off for a

similar challenge on Serdar, but it was an entirely
different refereeing decision which caused contro-
versy after the game. Favre was left furious about a
handball decision against Julian Weigl which
allowed Schalke to equalise with a penalty after
Dortmund had taken an early lead. 

Favre called the recent adjustments to the hand-
ball rule “a disgrace” and “the biggest scandal in
football”.  “I was a player for 15 years and have
been a coach for a long time,” he said.  “Whoever
invented this rule has obviously never played the
game. It has nothing to do with football.” 

Favre also said that an incident involving Jadon
Sancho had contributed to Schalke’s equaliser. The
English youngster appeared to be hit in the face by
an object thrown from the away block as Dortmund
celebrated their opener, and briefly left the pitch
for treatment. The Dortmund coach said that
Sancho was not back in position by the time
Schalke were given the penalty at the other end.
“It is very difficult to accept this defeat. For me, it
is clear that the title race is done,” said Favre. 

Dortmund’s players director and former captain
Sebastian Kehl struck a more posit ive note.
“Obviously we wanted to win every game and live
our dream, but I am not giving up hope yet,” he
said. “A derby defeat is always bitter but it is
extremely so in this situation.”

“We need to let the defeat sink in. We have
three games to go, which we want to win. Then
we’ll see where we are.”— AFP

‘Scandal, disgrace’: 
Title despair in 
Dortmund after 
derby debacleJAIPUR: Australia’s Steve Smith took a stunning catch

to dismiss international compatriot David Warner in the
Indian Premier League and help his side Rajasthan
Royals stay in the race for the play-offs. Warner, ruling
IPL’s batting chart with 611 runs for Sunrisers
Hyderabad, mistimed a hit over mid-off as Smith ran
back and dived full length to his right to hold on to the
ball. The effort from Smith off paceman Oshane Thomas
cut short Warner’s innings on 37 as Hyderabad man-
aged 160-8, a total Rajasthan chased down with five
balls to spare in Jaipur. “Just landed on the elbow.
Hopefully it’s okay. I’ll know more when I take the tape
off,” Smith, who had his elbow operated in January, said
after his team’s seven-wicket win.

“But it was a good end to our home season,” added
Smith, who leaves the IPL after his team’s next game
against Royal Challengers Bangalore on Tuesday to be
with Australia ahead of the World Cup. Both Smith and
Warner returned to the Twenty20 tournament after
missing the previous edition over a ball-tampering
scandal. The disgraced duo served a one-year ban from
club and international cricket that ended last month.

Smith took over the Rajasthan captaincy from
Aj inkya Rahane midway in to  the  tournament
despite the Australian being barred from leading
the national team. —AFP

Smith wins Warner 
battle with 
stunning IPL catch


