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City returns to the top with win over Burnley

BURNLEY: It was nervy and scrappy but a 1-0 win at
Burnley yesterday was enough to return Manchester
City to the top of the Premier League and keep them on
track for back-to-back titles.

Sergio Aguero’s 63rd-minute goal at Turf Moor
moved City onto 92 points, restoring their one-point
advantage over Liverpool at the summit with just two
games remaining.

Pep Guardiola’s side now need to win their final
matches at home to Leicester City and away to Brighton
and Hove Albion to retain the title and break the hearts
of second-placed Liverpool who have tracked them all
the way.

The victory was the 12th win in a row for City, who
have shown no signs of giving Juergen Klopp’s
Liverpool, who have lost just once all campaign, the
slightest opening.

Yet the afternoon did provide some encouragement
for those in Merseyside following the match, with City
frustrated until the second half when they broke through

with an uncharacteristically scrappy goal.
Aguero’s shot was chested out and cleared by Matt

Lowton on the goalline but technology ruled the effort
had crossed-a minor compensation for Guardiola after a
VAR video review had led to his team’s elimination from
the Champions League.

It was an unusual sight to see Guardiola take off two
forwards in the latter stages and replace them with cen-
tral defenders and while the City boss joked that he was
“trembling” at the end, his counterpart Sean Dyche
claimed the Spaniard had been yelling for his team to get
the ball in the corner.

City had enough possession and chances to have put
the game to bed well before the tense final minutes, but
even if Burnley created very little attacking threat,
Guardiola was leaving nothing to chance.

“In the first half we didn’t create too much but of
course it is what it is,” said Guardiola, who pointed the
finger at a dry pitch and what he viewed as long grass
for his side lacking their usual slickness.

“Ninety-two points is incredible - it is in our hands,
we must win our next two games and our next one
against Leicester.”

“We didn’t concede one shot on target or one corner,
we are a small team but we are smart, in the first half the
pitch was so dry and it was slow but in the second half
we knew we had to score our goal.

“In the last minutes anything can happen, always it is
difficult if you cannot close the game,” he said.

The visitors struggled to get into their usual rhythm in
the first half but came out strongly after the break and
Burnley keeper Tom Heaton did well to keep out a fierce
blast from Sergio Aguero at the near post.

Burnley were fortunate to escape a penalty appeal
when a drive from Bernardo Silva appeared to strike the
arm of Burnley’s Ashley Barnes.

Heaton did well to keep out another fierce drive, this
time from Bernardo Silva, before City finally took the
lead. Raheem Sterling went close to a second but
Burnley defender Ben Mee produced a wonderful

goalline clearance to keep the Clarets in the game.
Burnley, however, pushed hard at the end with

Guardiola bringing on John Stones and Nicolas
Otamendi as City held firm to claim the three points.

“It’s fantastic for me to see Pep screaming ‘Get the
ball in corner’ - that was pleasing for me... that’s quite
amusing,” said Dyche.

Yet the biggest smile at the end of the game belonged
to Aguero, City’s record scorer, who set another mile-
stone with his latest goal.

The Argentine became only the second player to
score 20 goals or more in six different Premier League
seasons. Only Alan Shearer, who managed seven sea-
sons, has done it more often, and only Thierry Henry can
match Aguero’s record of scoring 20 or more in five con-
secutive campaigns.

“I am so very happy for the win,” he said. “I think it
was over the line. I am very happy with the goal because
the first half we had chances. I was happy for the tech-
nology,” he said.— Reuters

BURNLEY: Manchester City’s German midfielder Leroy Sane (2L) is surrounded by Burnley’s English defender James Tarkowski (R), Burnley’s English midfielder Jack Cork (C) and Burnley’s English midfielder Ashley Westwood (L) during
the English Premier League football match between Burnley and Manchester City at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England yesterday. — AFP

Aguero broke through in 63rd with help of goalline technology

Thiem sweeps past 
Medvedev for 
Barcelona title
BARCELONA: Dominic Thiem overpowered Daniil
Medvedev 6-4, 6-0 yesterday to win the Barcelona
Open title, boosting his credentials as a potential
Roland Garros champion. A day after knocking out
11-time Barcelona winner Rafael Nadal in the semi-
finals, the third-seeded Austrian claimed his second
title in four events after beating Roger Federer at
Indian Wells last month.

He is also the first Austrian to take the Barcelona
title since Thomas Muster in 1996. “It’s such an hon-
our to win here, only the biggest champions have
done it,” said 25-year-old Thiem.

“I’m so happy and proud to join Muster here, now
my name is on the trophy.” Thiem hoisted the
weighty 13-kilogram golden trophy in triumph in
front of a full stadium on a cloudy, chilly day at a
venue named for Nadal.

He has now reinforced his claim for a possible
French Open title after losing the Paris final a year
ago to Nadal. Thiem needed just 73 minutes to earn

victory over his seventh-seeded Russian opponent,
who needed treatment on his shoulder late in the first
set. The Austrian got off to a slow start, losing his
first serve, but made up for lost time by breaking
Medvedev twice in the first set before completely
dominating the second. “I had troubles at the start,”
Thiem said. “My slice was not working and he does
not miss. — AFP

Vardy double deals 
fresh blow to
Arsenal’s Champions
League hopes
LEICESTER: Jamie Vardy scored twice as Arsenal’s
hopes of Champions League football suffered another
serious setback as familiar failings saw the 10-man
Gunners lose 3-0 at Leicester yesterday.

It was the third time in seven days that the north
London side, once renowned for an impregnable
defence, had conceded three goals following 3-2 and
3-1 Premier League league defeats by Crystal Palace
and Wolves respectively. 

Leicester’s Youri Tielemans opened the scoring at
the King Power Stadium in the second half and Vardy
netted twice for the Foxes after the visitors had
defender Ainsley Maitland-Niles dismissed for two
bookable offences before half-time. The winning goals,
however, owed little to that dismissal.

Arsenal failed to stop James Maddison’s cross or
mark Tielemans as he stole in to head home the first,
then were embarrassingly outwitted by a goal-kick
from which Vardy poached the second with the help of

a rebound off the crossbar.
It left Unai Emery’s men facing an uphill battle to

force their way back into the top four, although victo-
ry in the Europa League could also secure a
Champions League place.

Three defeats in a row, however, have left Emery
with a clear picture of the failings that linger from
Arsene Wenger’s reign.

Maddison had a curling shot from the edge of the
Arsenal penalty area deflected wide early on before
Tielemans volleyed off target from a similar position.

Arsenal had shown little attacking threat but, when
Maddison squandered possession on 22 minutes, the
Gunners built a quick counter-attack from which they
could have opened the scoring.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang’s smart turn and pass
fed Alex Iwobi and his cross from the left found
Alexandre Lacazette, who volleyed wide under pres-
sure from Harry Maguire.

At the other end, Arsenal goalkeeper Bernd Leno
made a superb save to push Wifred Ndidi’s header
from a corner over the crossbar.

Then, 13 minutes from the interval, Arsenal were
nearly undone by Marx Albrighton’s straightforward
ball over the backline. Vardy beat Sokratis to collect it
but lofted a shot over the bar. 

Suddenly, though, Leicester were hit by a rapid
counter-attack from the visitors, ending with a neat
pass from Aubameyang to Iwobi and a good, low save
from Kasper Schmeichel to keep out his shot. — AFP
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