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Iran ‘favors’ talks with US, but 
warns of ‘mother of all wars’
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Tehran unveils three new precision-guided missiles 

TEHRAN: This handout picture released yesterday shows Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir
Hatami (center left) standing by the missiles “Balaban” (left), “Ghaem” (bottom) and “Yasin” (right) during an
unveiling ceremony. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said yes-
terday that Iran favors talks with the US if it lifts sanc-
tions against the Islamic republic, despite his top diplo-
mat turning down a meeting with US President Donald
Trump. Rouhani said “peace with Iran is the mother of
all peace” and “war with Iran is the mother of all wars”
as he defended a landmark 2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and world powers.

“Iran favors talks and negotiations and, if the US
really wants to talk, before anything else it should lift all
sanctions,” Rouhani said in remarks aired live on state
television. Tensions between Iran and the US have been
rising since Trump unilaterally withdrew the US from
the nuclear deal in May 2018 and began imposing sanc-
tions on it as part of a “maximum pressure” campaign.

Rouhani, speaking after meeting with his top diplo-
mat, Mohammad Javad Zarif, said Iran was ready for
talks regardless of whether or not the US was party to
the deal. “Whether they want to come into the JCPOA
or not, it’s up to them,” said Rouhani, referring to the
accord known formally as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action. “All sanctions should be lifted so that there
will be no criminals facing us,” he said, accusing the US
of committing acts of “economic terrorism” for blocking
food and medicine imports.

In response, the US ambassador on disarmament
Robert Wood said: “Iran simply needs to make up its
mind to decide what it wants to do”. “My president has
said he is willing to sit down and have a discussion with

Iran. We are not sure Iran wants to have that discus-
sion,” he said in answer to a question from AFP on the
sidelines of a conference in Geneva.

However Rouhani described as “weird” the US
approach of calling for negotiations and then slapping
sanctions on Zarif. “So how should we negotiate?” he
said yesterday. “The person in charge of negotiations is
the foreign minister. He must talk to you.” Trump has said
publicly several times he is willing to hold talks with Iran
even as he lambasts its leadership as corrupt, incompe-
tent and a threat to regional security and US interests.

Twelve months on from the US withdrawal, Iran
responded by suspending some of its commitments
under the nuclear deal. The situation threatened to spi-
ral out of control with ships attacked, drones downed
and oil tankers seized. At the height of the crisis, Trump
called off air strikes against Iran at the last minute in
June after its forces shot down a US drone.

Rouhani, with Zarif sitting beside him, defended the
foreign minister who has faced criticism from hardliners
over his role in the deal ultimately abandoned by the
Americans. “We had so many economic victories (in the
wake of the deal) that it enraged some people,” he said.
Rouhani said the US made a mistake when it thought
“everything will be over” for Iran after “some planned a
street riot” in Dec 2017.

At that time, Iran was rocked by days of deadly
protests reportedly sparked by austerity measures.
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NEW YORK: Toni
Morrison, the first
African-American woman
to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature and one of
America’s best loved writ-
ers, has died following a
brief illness, her family
said in a statement yes-
terday. She was 88.
Barack Obama - who
awarded Morrison the
Presidential Medal of
Freedom - led the trib-
utes, describing her as “a
national treasure, as good a storyteller, as captivat-
ing, in person as she was on the page”. “Her writing
was a beautiful, meaningful challenge to our con-
science and our moral imagination.  What a gift to
breathe the same air as her, if only for a while,” the
former US president wrote on Twitter.

Morrison wrote 11 novels, many of them touching
on life as a black American, in a glittering literary
and award-laden career that lasted over six decades.
She also penned numerous essays, poems and
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BEIRUT: Sitting at a plastic table outside her flatbread
sandwich shop in the Lebanese capital, Nadime
Yazbeck says she wishes the government would deal
with the stench from the local trash dump. “They really
need to find a solution to these smells,” said the 66-
year-old Beirut resident, in a spotless white t-shirt and
hair net. Four years after a garbage crisis sparked polit-
ical protests in Lebanon, the stench of trash is back and
government plans to quell the smell have only triggered
demands for better waste management.

In Yazbeck’s neighborhood of Bourj Hammoud, a
seaside landfill that reopened to solve the 2015 crisis
will be full by the end of the summer. Near the airport,
another overwhelmed landfill is to start refusing waste
from neighboring areas in protest. On and off for more
than a year, the acrid smell of decomposing refuse has
wafted into homes and businesses in the capital. Even
kilometres away from landfills, residents have raced to
close windows to keep out the stink.

Continued on Page 24
BEIRUT: This file photo taken on Aug 16, 2017 shows a general view of the Bourj Hammoud fishing port, in
front of a large landfill dump (background). — AFP 

Lebanese kick up 
stink over smell fix 
for garbage woes 

Three pedestrians killed 

KUWAIT: Three Asian pedestrians were killed
and four others were critically injured in a horrific
accident at the entrance of Mubarak Al-Abdullah
from King Fahd Road. The motorist who ran over
them is a 21-year-old Kuwaiti, who was arrested
and is being questioned. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Degree authentication a must

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission issued a
circular to government departments asking all
Kuwait and expat employees to submit their
degrees and certificates - approved by concerned
authorities - to prove they are authentic. Sources
said the CSC directed expat employees to go to
the education ministry to authenticate their
degrees, and those who do not do so will be termi-
nated. Sources expected next year will see many
terminations of expat employees and the cancella-
tion of allowances from Kuwaitis for not submitting
authenticated certificates. — A Saleh (See Page 4)

RIO DE JANEIRO: A
Brazilian drug trafficker,
who had attempted to
escape from prison dis-
guised as his teenage
daughter, was found dead
in his cell yesterday, offi-
cials said. Clauvino da Silva,
nicknamed “Shorty” or
“Baixinho” in Portuguese,
made headlines after he
was caught Saturday trying
to walk out the front door
of a Rio de Janeiro jail. Da
Silva, 42, wore a silicon
mask, long dark wig, glass-
es, white flip flops and the
clothes, including pink T-
shirt, blue denim jeans and black bra, belonging to his
19-year-old daughter, who was visiting him. She had
planned to stay behind while he made his getaway. 

Da Silva, who was serving a 73-year jail sentence,
was caught after guards noticed he looked “suspi-
cious”. His daughter and seven other visitors were
detained over the foiled breakout. 
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KARACHI: Syed Ejaz Hassan’s
annual ritual in Pakistan’s megacity
of Karachi has kicked off, which will
see his cows transported from a
roof to plates over the coming days
ahead of next week’s Eid Al-Adha
holiday. Muslims slaughter an animal
- a goat, sheep, cow, or camel - on
the annual festival in a ritual that
stems from the story of the Prophet
Abraham (PBUH), commanded by
God to slaughter his beloved son
Ismail (PBUH). The meat is then dis-
tributed in equal parts to the poor,
to relatives, and consumed by the
family themselves.

In Karachi alone, nearly half a
million cows, goats and camels will
be sold or sacrificed during the holi-
day. But in the sprawling city of
around 20 million, notorious for its
gridlocked traffic, dense neighbor-
hoods and woeful lack of green
space, some roofs are transformed
into temporary livestock pens ahead
of Eid. For Hassan - an entrepreneur

- the roof of his four-floor building
is the only place with enough space
for the hay and troughs necessary
to raise the half dozen cattle he
hopes to sell for a profit before Eid. 

Once the animals are fattened,
cranes are then used to bring the
animals down from the rooftop to
the streets - amusing pedestrians
watching from below. “We raised
them with love and care,” says the
56-year-old Hassan. Even if it is
necessary, “it hurts to sacrifice these

animals which we have raised”, he
adds. While thousands of animals
will be slaughtered next week to
celebrate Eid, livestock sellers and
customers still prefer to add a bit of
flamboyance to their purchases,
outfitting their animals with leg
bracelets or flowers necklaces while
others are dyed with henna. 

But amongst the lively and chaot-
ic atmosphere in Karachi’s livestock
markets are bitter negotiations. 
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KARACHI: A man stands on a bull being lowered with a crane from a roof of
a building in preparation for Eid Al-Adha on Aug 4, 2019. — AFP 

Brazilian inmate Clauvino
da Silva wears a wig and
mask after he was captured
on Aug 3, 2019. — AFP 


