
WASHINGTON: Black men in the United States are 2.5
times more likely to be killed by the police than their
white counterparts, according to a new study published
Monday that quantified racial disparities in law enforce-
ment violence. High-profile killings including those of
Michael Brown, Charleena Lyles, Tamir Rice, Stephon
Clark and many others have brought the issue sustained
national attention in recent years, but a lack of official
data had prevented accurate estimates about the extent
of the problem.

The new study relied on data from Fatal Encounters, a
journalist-led effort, as well as the National Vital Statistics
System, to analyze the period 2013-2018. It found African
American men and women, American Indian men and
women, and Latino men all faced higher lifetime risks than
their white peers.

“We think that there’s ample evidence that police are a
threat to public health in the United States,” Frank
Edwards at Rutgers University, the lead author of the
paper published in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences said. “They’re a lot more violent in
communities of color than they are in white communities,
and we need to take that seriously when we talk about
police reform.” Black men had the highest fatality risk, with
the researchers estimating 1 fatality from police use of
force for every 1,000 male births.

“Those numbers are high. The chances of you being

killed by police in this country is higher than winning a lot
of scratch off lottery games,” said Edwards. The group was
also 2.5 times more likely to be killed than white men, while
black women were 1.4 times more likely to be killed than
white women. American Indian men were approximately
1.5 times more likely to be killed than white men, and
American Indian women were about 1.6 times more likely
to be killed than white women. 

Latina women were however 17.5 percent less likely to
be killed than white women, though Latino men were
about 1.4 times more likely to be killed than white men.
Asian and Pacific Islanders had the lowest fatality risks.
The risks were even more pronounced for young men:
more than 1.5 percent of all deaths of black men between

the ages of 20 and 24 were caused by police, dropping
slightly to 1.3 percent between 25 and 29.

Police violence is therefore one of the leading causes of
death for these demographics, just behind cancer. Edwards
said that one of the study’s main limitation was its reliance
on media reporting, which likely resulted in a dramatic
under reporting of numbers. “Cases have to be reported in
the news to be recorded in the data systems we’re using,
and there’s almost certainly cases that were not reported
in the news,” he said, adding there was “an obligation” for
authorities to step in.

Latinos express fear
Meanwhile, US-based Latinos voiced their fears yester-

day and pointed the finger squarely at President Donald
Trump over a gun massacre that appears to be the deadliest
hate crime ever committed against their community. Many
said they were still coming to terms with the murders of 22
people on Saturday at a Walmart store in El Paso, Texas, by
a man who traveled some 650 miles (1050 kilometers),
reportedly to shoot as many Mexicans as possible.

Eight Mexican nationals are among those killed in what
authorities are investigating as a case of possible domestic
terrorism. At least 25 people were also wounded. For rep-
resentatives of the Latino community, the mass shooting
can be directly linked to the hateful rhetoric on minorities
that has flourished since Trump’s election in 2016.

“The president’s rhetoric has fanned the flames of dis-

cord in this country,” Angelica Salas, head of the Los
Angeles-based Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights
(CHIRLA) ssaid. “And as he prefers chaos, he most likely
enjoys seeing conflict between communities rise.”
Dominique Diaz, a resident of El Paso, said the fact that the
shooter - identified as 21-year-old Patrick Crusius and in
custody - had traveled so far to target a mostly Hispanic
region reflected mounting racism and anti-immigrant sen-
timent in the country. “It’s pretty difficult to even compre-
hend,” he said.

For Pablo Alvarado, executive director of the Los
Angeles-based National Day Laborer Organizing
Network, the shooting in El Paso, which lies right across
the border from Mexico and has a large majority Latino
population, amounts to a declaration of war against
Hispanics. “We have moved from being scapegoats to
being targets of this kind of senseless racist violence,” he
told AFP. “This atrocious act of violence is a declaration of
war against our community.”

The tragedy in El Paso was one of three mass shootings
in the United States in less than a week. Nine people were
killed and dozens were injured in Dayton, Ohio, hours after
the El Paso massacre. Authorities have not determined a
motive for the attack. A week earlier, a 19-year-old gun-
man opened fire at a garlic festival in Gilroy, California,
killing three people, including two children, and wounding
a dozen others. — Agencies 
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EL PASO: A shopping cart containing food sits outside the Cielo Vista Mall Wal-Mart (background) where a shooting left 22 people dead in El Paso, Texas. — AFP 

Blacks at ‘highest risk’ of US police killing
Latinos express fear, point finger at Trump after mass shooting
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Child thrown from 
London gallery has 
broken spine, legs 
LONDON: A six-year-old French boy thrown off a 10th-
floor viewing platform at London’s Tate Modern gallery
has suffered a broken spine, legs and arm, a court heard
yesterday. The boy, who was visiting London with his
family when the incident happened on Sunday, also has
bleeding to the brain, prosecutor Sian Morgan told the
court at a hearing for the 17-year-old alleged assailant.
The British teenager, who was arrested at the scene,
appeared at Bromley Youth Court in southeast London
yesterday after being charged with attempted murder.

The boy, who cannot be named for legal reasons, spoke
only to confirm his name and address, an AFP reporter
witnessed. Wearing a grey jumper and tracksuit, he was
white, had short hair and was unshaven. Police have said
the victim’s condition is no longer life-threatening. “The
injured boy remains in a stable but critical condition in
hospital with his family, who continue to be supported by
officers,” a police statement read.

They appealed for anyone who saw the incident to
come forward. The contemporary art museum on the
banks of the River Thames, Britain’s most popular visitor
attraction, was evacuated after the incident on Sunday but
reopened on Monday. However, the Tate Modern said the
viewing platform was closed. The boy fell from there onto
a fifth-floor roof and was airlifted to hospital by helicop-
ter. The alleged assailant is due to appear in court again
tomorrow.— AFP 

Do mental illness 
and video games 
drive US massacres?
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump on Monday
tied mass shootings that left 31 dead in two US cities over
the weekend to hate, violent video games and mental ill-
ness. But with 255 mass shooting events counted so far
this year in the United States, according to the Gun
Violence Archive, analysts say those factors don’t explain
all the violence. Not all mass shooters show signs of
mental health problems, or play violent video games, or
have political grudges. But one factor is omnipresent: the
ease of acquiring guns.

Violent video games 
“We must stop the glorification of violence in our

society. This includes the gruesome and grisly video
games that are now commonplace,” Trump said. It’s true
that some recent mass shooters played violent video
games obsessively. Adam Lanza, who killed 26 school-
children and school employees at the Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Connecticut in 2012, spent hours a
day playing some of the most violent video games,
including one called “School Shooting.” Nikolas Cruz,
who killed 17 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
in Florida in 2018, reportedly played violent video games
up to 15 hours a day. But Chris Ferguson, a psychology
professor at Stetson University who has studied the
issue, says there is no causal link with real attacks.

Hundreds of millions of people around the world play
first-person shooter games such as “Fortnite” and “Call
of Duty,” and do not turn into mass murderers. “Violent
video games do not contribute to mass shootings, not in
whole, not in part,” said Ferguson. “It’s probably actively
causing harm to the extent it distracts people from real
causes of violence,” he said on Twitter. The American
Psychological Association has found a link between vio-
lent games and films and increased aggression among
children, but says it is only one risk factor.

Mental illness 
Trump also tied shootings to “mentally disturbed

individuals” who should not have access to firearms.
“Mental illness and hatred pull the trigger-not the gun,”
he said. There is a link in some cases. Marine Corps
veteran Ian David Long, 28, who killed 12 at a country
music bar in California in November last year, was
believed to have post-traumatic stress disorder.
Twenty-four-year-old Connor Betts, who killed nine on
Sunday at a bar in Ohio, reportedly showed dangerous
tendencies while in high school. And Cruz, the Florida
high school attacker, had a history of mental health
problems.

“On the face of it, somebody that goes out and mas-
sacres a bunch of strangers, that’s not the act of a
healthy mind,” Jeffrey Swanson, a professor in psychia-
try at Duke University School of Medicine said. Yet, he
said, there are 10 million Americans with serious mental
illnesses “and the overwhelming majority of them do
not engage in violent behavior.” Most mass shooters, he
said, “do not have the serious identifiable mental ill-
nesses such as schizophrenia, that impairs the brain’s
ability to reason or see reality, or bipolar disorder.”

Divisive politics and the internet 
Some attacks are also linked to divisive politics, which

play out online, especially on the 8chan website. Like two
earlier mass murderers, the man who killed 22 at a
Walmart in Texas on Saturday, identified in media reports
as 21-year-old Patrick Crusius, released a “manifesto” on
8chan attacking the “Hispanic invasion” from Mexico,
echoing Trump’s own political rhetoric. According to
journalist Robert Evans, writing on of Bellingcat, 8chan
has turned mass shootings into a video-game-like com-
petition, where body counts are referred to as “high
scores.” “The act of massacring innocents has been gam-
ified,” he wrote on Sunday.—ÅFP

TEXAS: People pray at a makeshift memorial for victims of
Walmart shooting that left a total of 22 people dead at the
Cielo Vista Mall WalMart in El Paso, Texas. — AFP 


