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The capital of Slovakia is in fact a beautiful, vibrant
city full of tones of fun activities and a lot of fasci-
nating history that we can learn about. If you have

already seen Euro Trip, there is a good chance that
Bratislava will not be very high on the list of European
cities. After reading this article and viewing the photos
you will quickly see why spending a weekend in
Bratislava is the ideal choice for a fun city.

Bratislava is located in the heart of Central Europe
only a few hours away from Prague, Vienna and Budapest
by train or bus, making it easily accessible from pretty
much anywhere in Europe. Bratislava is a relatively small
city in terms of European capitals yet it’s still the coun-
try’s largest city. It’s set on the edge of the Danube River,
surrounded by the Carpathian mountains with an epic
castle perched on a hill-top towering over the city below.

Old Town
The highlight of most people’s visit to Bratislava is of

course the historic old town. While exploring its many
winding streets and alleys, you’ll come across plenty of
cute squares, fountains and pastel coloured facades
that’ll make you want to stop and photograph! It’s full of
beautiful architecture, a ton of cafes and restaurants, and
offers a lively and super fun pub scene. One of the main
sites to see in the old town is the 13th century Town Hall
building which has seen many changes to its appearance
over the years. It now houses the oldest museum in
Bratislava, The City Museum, which dates back to 1868
and showcases the history of Bratislava and Slovakia,
along with torture tools and other artifacts. You’ll catch a
great view of the old town from the top of the tower.

Michael’s Gate
This iconic symbol of Bratislava is the only preserved

gate to the old town making it one of the oldest buildings
in the town still standing! Michael’s Gate and its tower
are located at the entrance to the old town and surround-
ed by bustling streets with busy cafes and restaurants.
Even if you aren’t looking for it, you’re almost guaranteed
to stumble upon it at some point during your stay! The
Museum of Arms is located inside of Michael’s Gate and
tower. The museum costs 4,30 Euros and you’ll find his-
tory of the town’s fortifications as well as medieval
weapons, military equipment and firearms. The observa-
tion platform at the top of the tower is what draws many
tourists as it offers an awesome view of the castle, old
town, and streets below.

Bratislava Castle
Bratislava castle dates back to the 9th century and has

recently undergone a huge amount of restorative work to
get it looking the way it does today.

The city’s main landmark can be seen from pretty
much anywhere in Bratislava and is easily accessible by
foot from the old town. Once you climb your way up the
hill and arrive at the castle, you’ll be rewarded with
panoramic views looking out over the Danube River,
medieval town, UFO bridge and tower as well as the rest
of the city below. Exploring the castles surrounding gar-
dens won’t cost anything but if you want to go inside,
you’ll have to purchase your ticket at the front door.
Tickets also include entry to the Museum of History
which covers the history of the castle and surrounding
area in great detail and displays a collection of artifacts
from ancient times.

Once you enter the castle, you’ll find a majestic hall
with beautiful white walls decorated in gold detailing as
well as a big red carpet - making for excellent photo
opportunities.

Make sure you find your way to the Crown Tower -
the oldest and tallest tower of the castle. Through a series
of steep staircases and narrow passageways, you’ll be led
to the top of the tower which will give the most breath-
taking views of the city, river and surrounding mountains.

Blue Church
This unique and photo-worthy church looks like it was

taken straight from a fairy tale book! The interesting
design and unexpected blue color is what attracts many
tourists to this pretty church. It’s a 10 minute walk from
the town canter and you might need Google maps to
direct you but it’s worth the walk, especially on a sunny
day!

UFO Bridge and Tower
If you want to relax while looking at the epic look, you

will want to head to the UFO iconic tower in town. It is a
20-minute walk from the city center via the UFO Bridge.
Restaurant, UFO watch. tast.groove, is located at the top
of the tower and is accessible by lift.

Keep in mind that food and beverage prices are signifi-
cantly higher than downtown prices (pay per view/experi-
ence). If you do not want to branch out, access to the
viewing platform, we recommend that you head to the
tower around sunset so you can enjoy the magnificent
view!

Slavin Memorial
This war memorial is located on a hill near the castle

and it’s a 30 min walk from the town center. Another
option to get there is to take the bus (number 203 or 207)
which still involves a fair amount of walking to and from
the bus stop, as you can see below. The Slavin memorial is
a monument and cemetery dedicated to the fallen Soviet
soldiers who liberated the city during World War II. The
main monument lies in the center of the cemetery and was
built-in 1960 to commemorate the 15th anniversary

With sweeping views over the city below and the

peaceful atmosphere of the memorial grounds, this makes
for a quiet spot to relax and escape the bustle of the old
town.

Man At Work
The quirky man at work statue aka Cumil pokes his

head out of a sewer pipe on the street with a cheeky grin
on his face. It is debated whether he is trying to catch a
peek up women’s skirts or if he’s just taking a rest during a
hard work  day of cleaning the sewers.

At some point during your weekend in Bratislava, you
must head over to meet Cumil and grab a photo of the
cities’ most famous statue. He is pretty easy to find while
you’re exploring the streets. Cumil isn’t the only bronze
statue hanging out in Bratislava’s old town. It won’t take
you long to stumble upon his many friends that were origi-
nally created in an effort to liven things up around the city
post-Communist era. They quickly became popular with
tourists which led to the addition of many more of these
fun statues popping up around the town!

Primate’s Palace
This beautiful 18th century pale pink palace is hard to

miss as it’s centrally located, only a few steps away from
the main square. If you enter the Primate’s Palace, you can
enjoy beautiful red carpets, white walls with gold features
and gorgeous chandeliers hanging from the ceiling.

Don’t miss out on the Hall of Mirrors, the most famous
room of the Palace, as this is where the Peace Treaty
between Austria and France was signed in 1805.

Bratislava Traditional Food Tour
A great way to experience a new culture is to sample

the local cuisine while learning the history behind it all. It’s
easy to sit down at any restaurant while you are on holi-
day, and just order what looks familiar; burgers and chips,
pizza, pasta etc.

If you book a traditional food tour during your week-
end in Bratislava, you will be guaranteed to get a taste of
delicious Slovakian cuisine while wandering through the
city and stopping at various restaurants along the way.
You’ll get to hear all the interesting stories behind each
dish and learn plenty of Slovakian history from a local
guide.

Free Walking Tour
What’s better than a free walking tour to get to know

the new city?! There is a walking tour that works twice a
day at 11:00 and 15:00. It includes most of the highlights
that are in this article and much more! No need to reserve
a place, just turn around. Best of all, it’s free!

Bratislava Card
The Bratislava card offers free access to museums,

attractions and tours in the area as well as unlimited travel
on public transport for 24 hours. Save yourself a bunch of
money during your weekend trip by grabbing a Bratislava
card before you go!

Tourism in Slovakia offers natural landscapes, moun-
tains, caves, medieval castles and towns, folk architecture,
spas and ski resorts. Welcome to a marvellous land of
national parks, mountains, valleys, forests and rivers 
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