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Kashmir’s clampdown pushes some in  
Pakistan to discuss rejoining militants

MUZAFFARABAD: Three decades ago, Ali
Mohamad says he made a trip into Indian-
controlled Kashmir to join a small armed mili-
tant group. Now he works in a shop on the
Pakistani side of the region, but he hasn’t giv-
en up thoughts of returning to the conflict.
After the Indian government clamped down
on Kashmir this week, Ali has again been
thinking of going back. “I have not left, we are
all watching”, he said, adding that he believes
all Kashmiris will take up arms when needed.

“I fought for my rights. When someone
crushes you then what else can you do?” said
Ali, 53, who was born in Indian-controlled
Kashmir and then moved to the Pakistani side.
Seeking to tighten its grip on the region, India
this week withdrew special rights for Jammu
and Kashmir state. It has cut off almost all
communications, prohibited assemblies of
more than four people and detained hundreds
of political and separatist leaders.

The constitutional change will mean that
non-residents will be able to buy property,
get government jobs and take college places
in the state, to the fury of arch-rival Pakistan,
which claims the region as its own and accus-
es India of trying to change the demographics
of its only Muslim-majority state. It has also

angered many on both sides of Kashmir who
see India as imposing its will on the region
without giving the people a chance of self-
determination.

Ali is not alone in wondering whether he
might rejoin the armed struggle. In the 1990s,
Tanveer-ul-Islam was one of the top com-
manders of Tehreek-Ul-Mujahideen, a group
resisting Indian rule that was banned as a ter-
rorist organization by New Delhi in February.
He and many other militants renounced vio-
lence decades ago, but said some veterans of
the Kashmir conflict had been outraged by
India’s decision. “If the situation continues it
might compel us to take up arms again. It is
not just me, there are many others.”

If the views of Ali and Tanveer are repre-
sentative of a fraction of the people in
Kashmir, it could create a worsening threat of
armed attacks for India. To be sure, the major-
ity of the refugees from Indian-controlled
Kashmir whom Reuters spoke to in
Muzafarabad, the capital of Pakistani-con-
trolled Kashmir, said they didn’t support an
armed struggle, with some saying it just ended
up hurting ordinary Kashmiris. Instead, they
wanted to see stronger action against India by
Pakistan and the international community.

Historic conflict
Nuclear-armed neighbors India and

Pakistan have fought two of their three
wars over Kashmir and engaged in an aerial
clash in February after a militant group
based in Pakistan claimed responsibility for
an attack on an Indian military convoy.
India has long accused Pakistan of funding
and harboring the groups. Islamabad denies
this, saying it provides only diplomatic and
moral support to non-violent separatists on
the Indian s ide. In  the smal l  town of
Chakothi, three kilometers from the Line of
Control  (LoC) that  divides Indian and
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir, Zeeshan Sadiq
said fami l ies  are beginning to rebui ld
underground shelters.

Indian shells hit the area in February. “The
neighbors also came to stay in here as their
bunkers were in disrepair,” Sadiq said,
crouched in a claustrophobic reinforced con-
crete room under his home. “Now everyone
here is rebuilding them”. Last week, Pakistan
accused India of using illegal cluster bombs,
killing two civilians and wounding 11. India has
denied using such weapons. Exchange of fire
between the two countries has intensified in
the past few years along the LoC. — Reuters

KOLKATA: For the Real Kashmir Football Club,
known as the Snow Leopards, this has been a tough
week, which is saying something for a team based in
one of the most militarized regions of the world
where stone pelting and the sound of gunfire are
regular occurrences. Kashmiri members of the team,
which plays in India’s top men’s league, have lost
contact with their families since leaving Srinagar on
Monday to head to Kolkata to play in the Durand
Cup, the oldest football tournament in Asia.

Their departure coincided with a major crack-
down by the Indian government, including the
arrival of tens of thousands more troops in Kashmir,
the detention of hundreds of local leaders and
activists, the severing of phone and internet links,
and a curfew-like ban on most movement by local
residents. The clampdown was intended to prevent
security problems, such as rioting, as the govern-
ment announced on Monday that it would move to
end Jammu and Kashmir state’s right to set some of
its own laws. 

That means outsiders will now be allowed to buy
property there and residents will lose their rights to
state government jobs and college places. “Once we
landed, we tried frantically to talk to our homes but
none of the Kashmiri players have been able to do
that till now,” said Mohammed Hammad, a defender
in the team.

They have been stuck like many Kashmiris, both
in and outside the region, with no means to check in
on loved ones living in Kashmir at a particularly sen-
sitive time, just before the Eid-al-Adha holiday on
Monday. The blackout has now lasted almost five
days. The anxiety was so great that the owner of the
team, Sandeep Chattoo, returned to Kashmir on
Thursday to reassure their families and to ask for
the army’s help in getting some phone or Internet
links with the players set up.

“We are taking care to ensure that the family
members of the players are given curfew passes in
Kashmir and their welfare looked after,” said
Chattoo. “This will help restore the players’ confi-
dence in the team management.” The team’s squad
only has five Kashmiri players, plus six foreign play-
ers and several from other parts of India. Much of
the management and backroom team are from
Kashmir, though the coach David Robertson is from
Scotland. 

As to their performance on the field, that has
been good despite the concerns about what was
happening back home. They beat I-League champi-
ons Chennai City 1-0 in their first Group C game on
Wednesday. Next up on Saturday in the four-team
group are Army Green, one of the Indian army’s
teams. The top team in each of the four groups goes
into the semi-finals. —Reuters

Kashmiri soccer 
players anxious 

Pakistan fumes as India tighten its grip on Kashmir 

Kim made a ‘small’ 
apology for missile 
tests, Trump says 
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump said
yesterday that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un had
apologized over a recent spate of missile tests and
wants to resume denuclearization talks as soon as
US-South Korean military exercises end. Trump,
hours after North Korea carried out the fifth such test
in two weeks, tweeted that Kim made these state-
ments in a letter to him. Trump said he looks “forward
to seeing Kim Jong Un in the not too distant future!”

“In a letter to me sent by Kim Jong Un, he stated,
very nicely, that he would like to meet and start nego-
tiations as soon as the joint US/South Korea joint
exercise are over,” Trump wrote. The exercises began
Monday and are due to last another week. North
Korea has said the recent short-range missile tests
are designed to protest the war games. Yesterday,
Trump again seemed to side with Kim by criticizing
the exercises, which are a cornerstone of US-South
Korean military cooperation.

“It was a long letter, much of it complaining about
the ridiculous and expensive exercises. It was also a
small apology for testing the short range missiles,
and that this testing would stop when the exercises
end,” Trump said. Trump has appeared determined
to secure a denuclearization agreement with North
Korea ahead of next year’s presidential elections in
the US, despite faltering talks since he first met Kim
in a historic ice-breaking summit in Singapore in
June 2018.

Even after their abortive second summit in
February, Trump has been reluctant to criticize the
North Korean leader. In June he offered an olive
branch by meeting Kim in the Panmunjon truce village
in the Korean Demilitarized Zone, becoming the first
sitting US president ever to step inside the North. On
Friday, Trump said the missile launches were not
important. “I’ll say it again. There have been no
nuclear tests. The missile tests have all been short-
range. No ballistic missile tests, no long-range mis-
siles,” Trump said. — AFP 

Separated 
Bangladeshi 
twins stable
DHAKA: Conjoined Bangladeshi twins who were sepa-
rated last week are in a stable condition, the team of
Hungarian and Bangladeshi doctors who carried out the
marathon operation said yesterday. Three-year-old
Rabeya and Rukaya who were joined at the head suf-
fered from a rare embryological disorder affecting an
estimated one in every five to six million births. The girls
were recovering after the 30-hour operation to sepa-
rate their skulls and brains at the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka.

A surgical team of 35 Hungarians and more than 100

Bangladeshi doctors took part in the delicate procedure
which they dubbed “Operation Freedom”. The girls were
in stable condition after the final separation, the last
phase in a lengthy series of surgeries since last year, said
Gergely Pataki, founder of Action for Defenceless People
Foundation (ADPF) which led the huge team of doctors.

“But keeping in mind that such rare complicated sur-
gical procedures has its risks, complications might still
occur,” he told reporters at a press conference in CMH.
The girls have undergone two neurosurgical operations
and 44 plastic surgeries so far. Before the surgery doc-
tors had said there was only a 50 percent chance of the
twins surviving.

According to ADPF, only a handful of operations to
separate twins joined at the head have been successful.
The Hungarian charity was set up in 2002 by neurosur-
geon Andras Csokay and plastic surgeon Pataki to pro-
vide free surgery to poor people in Hungary and
abroad. In the first phase of surgery in Bangladesh last
year, the shared blood vessels of the twins’ brains were

separated in a 14-hour operation.
ADPF neurosurgeons and plastic surgeons support-

ed by anaesthesiologists, radiologists and paediatricians
also used innovative 3D animation software to map the
two brains. The twins’ overwhelmed mother Taslima
Khatun said she cried tears of joy when one her daugh-
ters spoke to her yesterday. “One of my babies this
morning told me, ‘Mother take me on your lap.’ This
gave me huge peace of mind. I’m so very happy,” she
said.

She was however concerned about whether the
twins would make a complete recovery.
Anaesthesiologist Marcell Csapody said they were
“hopeful and optimistic” the twins would make a full
recovery but had to be realistic as the youngsters were
not yet completely out of danger. “We have to be opti-
mistic and (simultaneously) realistic,” he said. ADPF has
performed around 500 reconstructive surgery opera-
tions in Asia and Africa, including for Rohingya Muslim
refugees in Bangladesh. — AFP 

MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistani Kashmiri shout anti-Indian slogans during a protest in Muzaffarabad,
the capital of Pakistan-controlled Kashmir. — AFP 

KOLKATA: Protesters and social activists take part in a
protest in Kolkata in reaction to the Indian government
scrapping Article 370 that granted a special status to
Jammu and Kashmir. — AFP 

Kyrgyzstan: What to
expect after the bloody
clashes?
BISHKEK: Kyrgyzstan is in the throes of A political crisis
with former leader Almazbek Atambayev in custody after
dramatic clashes between his supporters and law enforce-
ment left one officer dead and scores of people injured.
How did the fragile Central Asian country reach this point,
and will history repeat itself and see a third president
overthrown in less than three decades of independence?

How did we get here?
Unlike other ex-Soviet countries in Central Asia,

Kyrgyzstan has fiercely contested elections and political
life is often unpredictable as the constitution forbids presi-
dents from seeking re-election. Atambayev’s detention
came after more than a year of tensions with the man
whom he backed to succeed him in the 2017 vote,
President Sooronbai Jeenbekov. 

But Atambayev, whose six years in power saw few
notable reforms, attempted to continue wielding power
even after leaving office, and began to publicly criticize his
protege, says Arkadii Dubnov, a Moscow-based regional
analyst. “Jeenbekov tolerated this for a time before decid-
ing to punish his former mentor,” Dubnov said. 

“On the orders of the new president, a series of crimi-
nal cases were opened against the old one,” he said.
Many of his allies face long jail terms on graft charges
and a once-loyal parliament voted to strip him of immu-
nity in June, so Atambayev began a last stand at his plush
compound in the picturesque village of Koi-Tash near
the capital Bishkek. An attempt to detain him on
Wednesday was called off after supporters resisted the
assault with firearms, but Atambayev surrendered to
police on Thursday. 

Why is this worrying? 
Impoverished Kyrgyzstan has been prone to political

infighting for much of its 28-year independence, occasion-
ally with bloody consequences. When Atambayev, then a
moderate opposition figure, was detained by police in
2010, thousands of his supporters took to the streets along
with other protesters to help overthrow strongman
Kurmanbek Bakiyev.

Two months later, ethnic clashes between majority
Kyrgyz and minority Uzbeks in the south of the country
left over 400 people dead. Because Atambayev is a north-
erner and Jeenbekov a southerner, their standoff risks
inflaming the traditional regional and clan rivalry that char-
acterized local politics even in Soviet times. Critics say
Atambayev has played a part in fuelling north-south ten-
sions in recent weeks by deploying inflammatory rhetoric
at his public appearances. The former leader has accused
Jeenbekov, whose brother is a lawmaker, of forming a
“family-clan regime” along with other southern allies.

Major unrest to come?
The operation to detain Atambayev saw the people of

Kyrgyzstan glued to online news coverage, but few believe
Atambayev has enough political clout to launch a third
revolution. Police on Thursday dispersed an unruly crowd
of several hundred supporters who gathered near
Bishkek’s central square — the site of revolutions in 2005
and 2010 - after Atambayev was detained.

The situation in Bishkek since then has been calm.
Some commentators raised fears that the return to the
country Friday of another political heavyweight whom
Jeenbekov defeated in the bitterly contested 2017 vote
could further destabilize a tense environment. Charismatic
magnate Omurbek Babanov, 49, arrived at Bishkek’s main
airport on Friday from Russia, where he fled after authori-
ties loyal to Atambayev opened two probes against him
during the campaign. 

The State Committee for National Security (GKNB)
said Babanov would “be held accountable” on his return,
but security services elected not to detain the former
prime minister on arrival. Analyst Dubnov says the public
appetite for revolution has waned since 2005 and 2010,
when leadership change did little to transform a thread-
bare economy or achieve institutional reforms.  “Two gov-
ernment overthrows have left people weary,” Dubnov said.
“There’s no energy for a new revolution.” — AFP

KOY-TASH: A man riding a horse holds a shield in front of a burning bus during clashes between supporters of
Kyrgyzstan’s former president and law enforcement in the village of Koy-Tash, some 20 kilometers from Bishkek. — AFP 

SEOUL: People watch a television news screen show-
ing file footage of North Korea’s missile launch, at a
railway station in Seoul yesterday. — AFP 


