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Porcelain dolls are on display in a Turkish coffee house in Ankara Castle in Ankara Turkey. The cafe welcomes visitors with a unique collection of 7,500 porcelain dolls from 81 countries as the owner collects the dolls for more than 20 years. — AFP

A custom-built lute made from a Kalashnikov assault rifle and an ammunition
box on display on the floor at the home of Iraqi musician Majed Abdennour.

Iraqi musician Majed Abdennour sits on an armchair behind a custom-built
lute made from a rifle and an ammunition box.

Iraqi musician Majed Abdennour plays a custom-built lute
made from a Kalashnikov assault rifle and an ammunition
box, at his home in the capital Baghdad’s southwestern al-
Bayaa neighborhood. — AFP photos

It may sound as if Baghdad resident
Majed Abdennour is playing the lute, but
on closer inspection the Iraqi musician is

clutching a repurposed Kalashnikov.
Wearing a blue blazer and dark tie,
Abdennour strummed the strings of his
unusual instrument which has an ammuni-
tion case as a sound box. The Iraqi teacher
in his fifties had the assault rifle at home to
“protect” himself and his family during the
worst years of sectarian violence in the
Iraqi capital. From 2006 to 2008 militants
and extremist Islamists ruled Baghdad,
while Sunnis and Shiites hid behind closed
doors in their respective communities.

“All of a sudden, it was as if all the ties
that had connected us didn’t matter any-
more, Iraq became a huge battleground,
war was everywhere,” said Abdennour.

According to the Iraq Body Count data-
base, more than 100,000 civilians were
killed in the country between the 2003
US-led invasion and the withdrawal of
American troops in 2011. “I ask myself:
why war? Why the violence? I’ll transform
all that into music,” said Abdennour, who
lost a number of cousins and friends in
attacks.

When he took his Kalashnikov and its
ammunition case to a metalworker, he was
quizzed about what he wanted to do with
the weapon. “I told him: don’t ask ques-
tions, do it!” “And I was sure that he
thought I was mad,” said Abdennour,
before continuing to strum a song. — AFP

Ahouse painted bright pink and
adorned with two giant “emoji”
faces is the latest salvo in a bitter

feud between neighbors of a wealthy
Los Angeles area beach town. In a bid
to preserve its distinctive “small-town
feel,” Manhattan Beach banned short-
term rentals lasting fewer than 30 days
a few years ago. Despite this, the owner
of a house on 39th Street, a stone’s
throw from the beach, listed her prop-
erty on the Airbnb lettings website.
Kathryn Kidd was reported to local
authorities by a group of neighbors and
fined $4,000 in May.

A few weeks later, the contentious
house was repainted a garish pink and
was decorated with the two large yel-
low emoji faces sporting fake eyelashes.
One has his mouth zipped shut, while
the other is depicted with his tongue
hanging out and his eyes rolled in a
delirious fashion. Neighbors believe the
emojis are designed to poke fun at
them.  Susan Wieland, one of the resi-

dents who reported Kidd, told local
media she had been wearing fake lashes
when she spoke to Kidd.

However, Kidd insists her home’s
makeover was simply intended to add a
little color and character to the street.
“Instead of everybody being so gloomy,
always so depressed, always in other
people’s business, I just wanted to send
a message to be happy, be colorful, be
positive, and enjoy,” she told the
EasyReaderNews website. She denied
that the emojis were intended to depict
her neighbor Wieland. Angry residents
this week called on the city council to
order the home be repainted in more
sober tones. Authorities are studying
planning rules to determine whether
this is possible.  Manhattan Beach is
located to the southwest of the city of
Los Angeles, and is one of the most
expensive zip codes in the United
States. — AFP

View of the pink emoji house that has become embroiled in a feud between neighbors
in Manhatten Beach, California. — AFP


