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alsey can only write about herself.  Although the 24-year-old
singer had planned to write more about the world around her
on her new album, she admitted that it didn’t work and she is
more comfortable writing about the world through the lens of

her own experiences.  Halsey explained: “I sat down to write this album
and I was like, ‘Alright, time to stop talking about yourself and start
looking at the world around you!’ And then I got two songs in and I was
like, ‘Uh, I only know how to talk about myself.’ Because I don’t know
anything as well as I know me, so I can’t write anything as true to Halsey
than when I’m writing about myself.” The star also called new single
‘Nightmare’ an “angry anthem”, explaining: “Female rage is a very tight
subject for me right now.” And she revealed that she has finally stopped

seeing other women as competition.  Halsey told author Lizzie Goodman
at the Capitol Congress conference in Hollywood: “I spent my whole life
being the person who’s like ‘I f**king hate girls, I only want to hang out
with boys; girls are so annoying’.  “And now I’m in my 20s and I’m like ‘I
love women! They’re awesome!’ I’m surrounded by amazing women and
I love how strong and beautiful and incredible they all are in their own
ways. It’s cool to be in my 20s and to have like grown out of that inter-
nalized misogyny. I’ve grown comfortable in my own space and in my
own skin, so it eliminates that factor of competition for sure.”

H

i l ly Ray Cyrus didn’t know
what a Fendi sports bra was
before ‘Old Town Road’.  The
57-year-old singer offered to

work on a remix of the track with rapper
Lil Nas X after Billboard ruled it ineligible
for the Hot Country Songs chart for not
fitting the genre and songwriter Jozzy -
who worked on the remix with Billy - has
revealed that the star had no idea what
some of the lyrics meant.  Jozzy told
Variety: “Well it was one of those things
where I didn’t want him to talk about any-
thing country. It was like, ‘Bro, no moon-
shine, no cigarettes, no red cup in hand...
since Lil Nas X is stepping into your
world, step into his world’. So Fendi sports
bras, Maserati sports cars, ‘hat down
cross town living like a rockstar’.  “Billy
was lit, I’m telling you. His wife, Tish, was
such a supporter. She was, like, ‘Bae, you
gotta say that’. He didn’t know what a
Fendi sports bra was. Then I said, ‘Your
wife has one’ She’s, like, ‘Yeah I got one!’ I
was, like, ‘Bro, just say it’.  However, Jozzy

has admitted that she only knew Billy from
‘Hannah Montana’ before working on the
song together.  Jozzy said: “‘Hannah
Montana’, of course. My momma used to
think he was hot as **k. She loved him,
that’s all I really knew. ... That’s why I was
more open to do it, because it was, like,
‘This is for my momma’.” The song has
gone on to huge success and Billy recent-
ly called it a “movement”.  Explaining how
he got involved, he told the New York
Post: When I saw [the song got disquali-
fied], I wrote to Lil Nas on Twitter, and I
said, ‘Waylon Jennings told me, What is
the definition of an outlaw? One who has
been outlawed. Welcome to the club’. But
music fans were smart enough to see
through that, and they said, ‘We don’t
need nobody to tell us what we like’. Like
Lil Nas says, ‘Can’t nobody tell me nothin’.
This song became the power of the peo-
ple. It feels more like a movement.”

B

oo Fighters want fans to make requests for
their Reading & Leeds festival setlist. The
‘Best of You’ hitmakers will headline both
events - which take place over the same week-

end on August 23-25 - later this month and they have
called out for their passionate audience to have their say
when it comes to what songs the rockers will play. Taking
to Twitter, the band simply said: “So what songs do you
wanna hear? #RandL19” Foo Fighters - made up of Dave
Grohl, Taylor Hawkins, Chris Schiflett, Nate Mendel, Pat
Smear and Rami Jaffee - top a stacked main stage lineup
at the event, with A Day To Remember, Frank Carter &
The Rattlesnakes, Enter Shikari, Mayday Parade and The
Distillers amongst the big names confirmed for the same
day. The 1975, Post Malone and Twenty One Pilots will
also headline the iconic event, with the likes of Royal
Blood, Charli XCX and Bastille playing over the weekend.
Meanwhile, guitarist Chris recently opened about the
band’s enduring success, and he thinks frontman Dave is
a huge part of their appeal. He said: “I don’t know that it’s
any specific one thing, but I think you have to credit a lot
of it to Dave and his personality. People love that dude. “I
think he represents something to a lot of people out
there. He has that gift that means he can make 80,000
people feel like they’re his best friend. “He has that kind
of magic, that x-factor thing. I don’t know how you define
that, or explain that.”

F

lipknot want to bring Knotfest
to the UK. The ‘Psychosocial’
metal icons are currently tour-
ing their festival across the US

in support of their new album ‘We Are
Not Your Kind’, and percussionist Shawn
‘Clown’ Crahan revealed while the band
are keen they don’t want to rush and
“mess things up”. He told NME: “Yeah,
absolutely. Right time, right place. It defi-
nitely will happen but it has to be the right
thing. “Right now we do a lot of festivals
with a lot of great people and you’ve got
to find a time and a zone and it’s got to be
right. We don’t like to go and mess things
up; it’s not about that.” Shawn explained
while the band is still playing a lot in
Europe, it doesn’t make sense to tour the
festival just yet. However, he promised it
will happen one day, once they can work
with their team to figure out the details.
He added: “It’s about being righteous and

pure and it being what it is. Like, now, we
do a lot of things in Europe, so it’s got to
be the right time and the right promoter
but it’s all in the works and it’s going to
happen. It’ll all happen.” ‘We Are Not
Your Kind’ - the group’s sixth record and
their first LP since ‘.5: The Gray Chapter’
in 2014 - was released on Friday and
frontman Corey Taylor previously said it
contains the “darkest writing” he has done
in six years.  He explained: “It’s very dark.
It’s some of the darkest writing I’ve done
in years.  “In the Slipknot index, this
album would sit somewhere between
[2001 second album] ‘Iowa’ and [2004
third album] ‘Vol. 3: (The Subliminal
Verses)’.  “Lyrically, it has the force of
‘Iowa’, but musically it has the heaviness
but the experimentation as well. It was
very important for us to go somewhere
crazy and make something insane.”

S

atalie Portman would feel “weird” playing a
parent in a movie. The 38-year-old star - who
has Aleph, eight, and two-year-old Amalia with
husband Benjamin Millepied - has deliberately

taken on roles such as a singer in ‘Vox Lux’ and an astro-
naut in ‘Lucy in the Sky’ because they are so far removed
from her everyday life. In an interview with Harper’s
Bazaar, she said: “I just feel weird if I’m at work pretend-
ing to be a mom to some kid who’s not my kid. “So I’ve
been trying out wild experiences like being an astronaut
or a pop star.” The Oscar-winning actress is keen to direct
again and has also been writing a script when her children
have gone to bed. She said: “I’ve been working a little bit,
you know, I get the kids to bed, do the dishes, do the laun-
dry, and then write for an hour, which has been... fun!”
Natalie has been a vocal advocate of the Time’s Up move-
ment but still thinks she could “do more”. She said: “I’ve
been so inspired by the many women I’ve met through
Time’s Up - like Reese Witherspoon, America Ferrera and
Kerry Washington - who are doing such impressive cre-
ative work, producing, acting, directing and taking such
good care of their families.  “They are inspiring activists
and also great friends. Whenever I think I have too much
to handle, I see what they’re doing and know I can do
more.” Last year, the ‘Black Swan’ actress spoke about the
“sexual terrorism” she’d experienced when she was start-
ing her career at the age of 13 but she insists there are
others who have experienced worse. She said: “Listen,
unfortunately, there are girls who experience so much
worse; girls experience actual violence.”

N
feature film documentary
about ‘Batwatch’ is in the
works. Filmmakers Matthew
Felker and Brian Corso are

working with former cast members of the
iconic show to create ‘Baywatch: The
Documentary’, which will tell the inside
story of the TV hit.  Felker said: “We want
to show the audience how it culturally
shaped an entire decade. The look and
feel and tone of ‘Baywatch’ bled into
everything ‘90s. ‘Baywatch’ is about as
synonymous with a decade as the
Kardashians are to today’s current pop
culture.” David Hasselhoff, Nicole Eggert,
David Chokachi, Alexandra Paul, Erika
Eleniak, Gena Lee Nolin Hulse, Jason
Simmons and Jeremy Jackson have all
been confirmed to take part, while pro-
ducers are also hoping to get access to
Pamela Anderson, Carmen Electra and
Michael Bergi.  Eggert will produce the
documentary, along with Felker, Corso, Ari
Shofet and Drew Arnold.  Speaking about
the show, Hasselhoff - who played series
lead Mitch Buchannon - told The
Hollywood Reporter: “What a phenome-

nal experience it was to be part of the
‘Baywatch’ journey from the shows first
season being cancelled to lasting over 10
years to being rebooted some 30 years
later. I am honored and proud of the work
our cast and crew did together.
‘Baywatch’ is truly a spectacular world-
wide hit and has affected millions of peo-
ple and saved a lot of lives. ‘Baywatch’
forever!” Eggert, who played Summer
Quinn, added: “The most amazing part of
being involved with ‘Baywatch’ for me is
that not only was it one of the most fun
jobs on Earth, but people responded and
loved what we were doing almost as much
as we loved doing it. Having your work
appreciated like that is extremely reward-
ing. It also brought opportunities to help
people understand water safety and what
to do in an emergency. Not sure how you
could top doing what you love, having
people all over the world loving what
you’re doing and actually educating peo-
ple all at the same time. An experience of
a lifetime.”

A

icolas Cage has taken full
credit for his character’s
prosthetic nose in the 1989
film ‘Never on Tuesday’.

The 55-year-old actor has opened up
about playing the cameo role of a
“sleazy guy” driving a Ferrari in the
80’s American comedy, and revealed
it was his idea to wear the “physical
deformity” because the movie’s direc-
tor, Adam Rifkin, gave him full cre-
ative control. He said: “The whole
thing [was my idea], yeah. The charac-
ter was just some sleazy guy who
wanted to pick up a girl in a Ferrari,

and that wasn’t so interesting to me.
So I came up with a concept: This
character had a physical deformity. He
looked like a freak; long nose, bullied
as a kid, called ‘Pinocchio’ in the
schoolyard.  “His father felt bad for
him, bought him a nice red Ferrari to
make him feel good. He’s lonely, and
so when he sees these people on the
side of the road, he wants to help
them and see if they’re hurt. I started
screaming, ‘Pinocchio! Pinocchio!’ [in
the scene], but they cut that out. And I
just got back in my car and drove
right away.  “That’s the whole charac-
ter, all in 16 seconds. That, to me, is
interesting! I wasn’t gonna be some
guy in a swanky jacket with gold
medallions, ‘Hey baby, get in my car.’
How many times have we seen that?”
And Cage insisted it is every actor’s
dream to hear the words “go for it” on
set if they’re starring in a cameo role.
He told Vulture: “If I’m in a cameo and
I’m not getting paid, just let me do
whatever I want and make some of my
experimental visions come true.
“They said ‘go for it,’ the three most
beautiful words any actor can hear on
a set. And I’d do it again, by the way.
I’d do it again, if someone offered me
a cameo and gave me free rein to
explore. I’d do it again in a second.”
— Bang Showbiz
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