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club. Or scope out Berlin’s vibrant street art
scene on a walking tour led by an actual spray-
can meister before popping into Urban Nation,
the world’s first street art museum. All of Berlin
itself is still an unfinished canvas.

WEIMAR & DESSAU
The year was 1919. Germany was in turmoil,

struggling deeply with post-WWI trauma and
chaos. But order was restored in Weimar, an
idyllic town in the Thuringian countryside. Not
only did it give birth to the Weimar Republic,
Germany’s first experiment with democracy, but
also to the Bauhaus, the design school whose
‘less is more’ credo would revolutionise 20th-
century aesthetics. A new museum in Weimar
will soon pay tribute to this midwife of mod-
ernism that entered its seminal phase after mov-
ing to Dessau in 1925. In this city on the Elbe,
you can take a spin around the original school
building, then pop into the Meisterh‰user, the
private homes of some of its famous teachers -
Walter Gropius, Paul Klee and Wassily Kandin-
sky among them. Wrap up a Bauhaus tour in
Berlin, where the school was quashed by the
Nazis in 1932. Fortunately, plenty of modernist
buildings survive, including the horseshoe-
shaped Hufeisensiedlung, one of half a dozen
1920s housing estates granted Unesco world
heritage status.

HAMBURG
Germany’s second-biggest city is poised to

blow you away, and not just because of the brisk
North Sea winds. A trading powerhouse since
the Middle Ages, Hamburg is a captivating mo-
saic of contemporary culture, architecture,
music and wickedly fun nightlife. Start by scan-
ning the city skyline from the outdoor viewing
platform of the wave-inspired Elbphilharmonie,
the city’s spectacular new concert hall and gate-
way to the HafenCity, a former docklands area
turned futuristic waterfront quarter. Break for
coffee in the canal-laced Speicherstadt, a UN-

ESCO-recognized warren of red-brick ware-
houses that also shelters the truly mesmerizing
Miniatur Wunderland, the world’s largest model
railway. Grab a fish sandwich at Br¸cke 10 in the
harbor and chase it down with a beer while
counting container vessels from a beach chair in
the funky StrandPauli bar.

No visit to Hamburg would be complete
without a night on the Reeperbahn, Hamburg’s
gloriously tawdry nightlife and red-light district
where the Beatles once cut their teeth. Drift
away from this neon-lit mecca of mischief to
party with the locals, perhaps by catching an
up-and-coming band at the Golden Pudel Club
or sipping a smooth martini at Chug Club.

MUNICH
The Bavarian capital is always happy to de-

liver on the cliches visitors to Germany expect.
Yes, Munich is indeed a city of Beemers, dirndls
and beer halls with oompah bands. But beneath
the cutesy veneer lies a sophisticated, proud and
wealthy town.

Gobble up canvas candy from Rembrandt to
Richter in the trio of Pinakothek museums or in
the exquisite Lenbachhaus with its new Foster-
designed wing. Connect with Germany’s soccer
obsession by scoring tickets to a home game of
the FC Bayern Munchen, Germany’s superstar
team that plays in the spectacular Allianz Arena.
Gear heads should make a beeline to the BMW
museum, plant and showroom while royal
groupies can take a spin around the rambling
Munich Residenz. Daredevils can surf the Eis-
bach wave or take a screaming zip line ride over
the Olympic Stadium.

MOSELLE VALLEY
German wines don’t get nearly enough credit,

but if you worship at the altar of Bacchus (the
Roman god of wine), a trip down the serpentine
Moselle River should quickly turn you into a
convert. Incidentally it was the Romans who first


