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SHANGHAI: As the first generation of profes-
sional gamers enters retirement, eSports is
forced to confront a vexed question: after years
spent killing rivals in a virtual world, what next?
It is a quandary that comes far earlier than in
most sports — in the most frenzied eSports
games, players can be finished by 23 because
reactions supposedly slow after that.

Milliseconds can be fatal in the online bat-
tlegrounds of eSports, a fast-emerging world
where the financial rewards are rocketing. There
is a record prize pot of $33.7 million — and still
growing — this week in Shanghai at The Inter-
national, a world championship where players
compete in Dota 2. In Dota 2, a multiplayer
game featuring a “Phantom Lancer” and a
“Chaos Knight”, players often talk about a com-
paratively late cut-off point of age 30.

“People think that at that age you’re slow,
you’re not good enough, but I think it’s a myth-
ical number,” Jingjun “Sneyking” Wu, 24, of the
Newbee team, told AFP. Michael “Ninjaboogie”
Ross, of Dota 2 rivals Mineski, hopes to defy the
age barrier. He has spent more than half his life
gaming, but at 27, retirement is already looming.
“Hmm, now that’s the one thing I’ve never really
thought about,” he said, when asked what he
plans to do next.

Burnout 
According to those with knowledge of the

scene, the “What next?” question is a hot topic
among pro gamers. Coaching an eSports team
or becoming a commentator or analyst are
prime among the options after hanging up their
keyboards. But a few say that after spending up

to 12 hours a day practicing, and in some cases
with their eyes and wrists suffering, they are
looking forward to escaping the sport.

Duncan “Thorin” Shields, a self-styled eS-
ports historian, said that burnout is a major rea-
son why gamers tend to retire so early. But he
also told his YouTube channel on a segment
about retirement that teams have been too
quick to dispose of older players and experi-
ence has been undervalued. The good news for
the likes of Wu and Ross is that this seems to be
changing and retirement ages are creeping up.
“Most people’s peak probably was when they
were 21 or 22,” said Shields. “But from an ob-
jective sense, it’s absolutely not true. “The idea
that in your late 20s you’re just completely
done... it doesn’t seem to fit with sport.”

Social skills 
Kurtis “Aui_2000” Ling said that growing

riches in eSports — the best players are multi-
millionaires — are keeping gamers playing
longer than ever. The 26-year-old has earned
close to $2 million, according to esportsearn-
ings.com, and is now coach of Newbee having
retired as a player after injury. “Five or 10 years
ago you retired because you wanted to settle
down and you couldn’t support yourself in eS-
ports,” said the Canadian.

“Now we’ve clearly reached the point where
you can begin to do that (support
yourself).”Sports players can play into their 40s
so I don’t see why you can’t in eSports.” As the
scene matures and money tumbles in, there will
be growing opportunities for retired gamers in
the business, management and media of eS-

ports, said Roman Dvoryankin, general manager
of Virtus.pro.

Dvoryankin wants to employ a sporting di-
rector but there simply is not a candidate out
there because many of the first generation of
gamers are still playing. He dismissed accusa-
tions that many eSports players lack the social

skills to thrive after they stop pro gaming. “They
are totally fine at communicating with other
people, just not face to face,” he said. “But it’s
not a unique eSports thing, it’s a generational
thing. People think they are just sitting at their
computers, but the fact is they are talking a lot
— but they are just chatting (online).”  — AFP

Finished at 23, eSports players 
peer nervously into retirement

Vito expecting ‘tough’ Top 14
start with scheduling clash
PARIS: Former New Zealand back-rower Victor Vito said it will be tough to
begin the new French Top 14 season without four of his La Rochelle team-
mates who will be away on Rugby World Cup duty. This year’s top-flight
competition will play eight rounds before the World Cup in Japan ends on
November 2.

England’s Premiership as well as the Pro14 league have decided to delay
the start of their campaigns unlike France’s two professional competitions,
the Top 14 and the ProD2. Vito’s club team-mates in Fiji’s Kini Murimurivalu
and Levani Botia as well as France forwards Gregory Alldritt and Dany Priso
are among more than 100 players from France’s two professional leagues
who will feature at the World Cup.

“It’s going to be tough but I feel all the teams are in the same boat but we
haven’t been affected too much,” 32-year-old Vito, a two-time World Cup
winner said. “We have Kini, Levani with the Fijians, we have Greg and Dany
with the French boys. They are great players. “We have the depth at the mo-
ment. I think by the time they’re available again we’ll be looking forward to
them joining us again.”

Morgan Parra, whose Clermont side host Vito’s La Rochelle in their open-
ing game of the campaign on Sunday, complained about the scheduling. Last
year’s losing finalists could be without as many as 10 squad members for the
opening two months of the season. “It’s annoying to begin the championship
with guys away and not to have the squad together at the start of the cham-
pionship. It’s not good,” the scrum-half said. “Now we have to deal with it,
the club knows too. — The club has had to sign some players as cover, they
knew we’d be without some players during the World Cup. But, for me, it’s
not normal,” he added. — AFP

SHANGHAI: In this file photo taken on August 20, 2019 members of team Alliance (behind glass) compete
against team RNG during the International Dota 2 Championships. — AFP 

Is Andreescu the next 
big thing? Not so fast
TORONTO: When Bianca Andreescu became the first
homegrown winner of the Canadian Open in 50 years, the
tennis world declared the teenager as the sport’s next big
thing. Even the fact that Andreescu was gifted the Rogers
Cup title when a tearful Serena Williams was forced to re-
tire with back spasm just 19 minutes into the final could
not keep the hype machine from spinning into overdrive.

The 19-year-old Canadian is suddenly one of the hot
tips to win the US Open; never mind that Andreescu has
never been beyond the second round of any slam. In the
search for a successor to Serena Williams, fans of
women’s tennis have witnessed more changing of the
guard moments than a tourist at Buckingham Palace but
all have proven to be false dawns.

Five years ago, the same glowing predictions were
being made about Eugenie Bouchard, another young
Canadian who was turning tennis heads. Bouchard came
to the Rogers Cup that year having reached at least the
semi-finals of all three slams, finishing runner-up at Wim-
bledon. The then WTA chief Stacey Allaster and Williams
both tipped Bouchard to be a future grand slam cham-
pion. “I think Genie is a great player,” gushed Williams,
who was ranked number one at the time. “I think she for
sure is the future face of tennis.”

After her mercurial run up the rankings, Bouchard ar-
rived at the 2014 U.S. Open as the seventh seed but her
star had already begun to dim. Since 2015, when she

reached the Australian Open quarter-finals and the last 16
in Flushing Meadows, Bouchard has never again made it
past third round of a slam as her upward arc turned into
a dizzying downward spiral.

Although one of tennis’s most recognizable players,
thanks mostly to social media and Sports Illustrated
swimsuit spreads, Bouchard owns only one WTA title.
“Well, I think she’s doing a good job so far, so I don’t
know if she needs my advice,” Bouchard said after losing
to Andreescu in the first round of the Rogers Cup. In a
sign that maybe this time things are different, Andreescu
has already won two of the WTA’s flagship events.

She announced her arrival in spectacular style by win-
ning the Indian Wells title in March and then followed it
up with her triumph at the Rogers Cup. “The future and
what is quickly becoming the past were colliding in the
present,” wrote Cathal Kelly, sport columnist for Canada’s
national newspaper the Globe and Mail about the An-
dreescu’s victory over 37-year-old Williams, winner of 23
Grand Slam titles.

Williams has proven no better at identifying her po-
tential successor than anyone else and while she stopped
short of anointing Andreescu, she had nothing but praise
for the Canadian. “I’m officially a fan,” declared Williams.
A big hitter with all the weapons and a fearless mentality,
Andreescu appears to have the necessary skills and
qualities to become the dominant figure in the women’s
game. But there are red warning lights flashing. Not yet
out of her teens, Andreescu has already spent a good
chunk of her young career battling back, leg and shoul-
der issues. Following her win at Indian Wells, Andreescu
advanced to the last 16 in Miami before retiring with a
shoulder injury. — Reuters


