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Trump slams Fed’s Powell, says won’t stop him from quitting  

KUWAIT: A trader is seen on the floor of Boursa Kuwait in this recent file photo. 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah has issued
a decision increasing the minimum salary to obtain a
family visa to KD 500. The decision amends a previ-
ous directive which stipulated that the minimum
salary for family visas should be KD 450. The deci-
sion added the director general of residency affairs
can exempt those already in Kuwait or born here from
the salary condition. 

The decision also exempts the following profes-
sions: Advisors, judges, members of the prosecution,
experts and legal researchers in the public sector;
doctors and pharmacists; teachers at universities, col-
leges and higher education institutes; school princi-
pals, vice-principals, supervisors, teachers, social
workers and laboratory technicians in the public sec-
tor; university financial and economic experts; engi-
neers; imams and muezzins; library rectors; health
ministry employees (nurses, paramedics, technicians
and social service workers; social workers in the gov-
ernment; journalists, media persons and reporters;
coaches and players at sports clubs; pilots and flight
attendants; funerary workers. — Al-Anbaa

Salary cap raised
for family visas 

Some plastic bottles withdrawn

KUWAIT: Certain types of plastic bottles, namely
PS 6 and 7 types, were withdrawn from the market
for tests to check if they conform to Kuwaiti health
standards, the ministry of commerce said yesterday,
adding analysis will be conducted on the material
and results will be announced as soon as possible. It
affirmed that ministerial teams will continue inspect-
ing the market for plastic bottles of the aforemen-
tioned types, issuing tickets to those violating the
law. The ministry called on the public to report any
violation of the law, especially during the back to
school shopping season, by contacting ministerial
inspection teams via the 135 hotline or through the
ministry’s social media accounts or apps. — KUNA 

Indian ex-finance minister Jaitley dies 

NEW DELHI: Former Indian
finance minister Arun Jaitley, a
key ally of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, died in hospital
in New Delhi yesterday aged 66,
the government said. A diabetic,
Jaitley underwent a kidney trans-
plant last year and stepped down
in May after being diagnosed with cancer. The
lawyer-turned-politician also had triple heart
bypass surgery when he was 52. Modi tweeted yes-
terday that Jaitley was a “political giant, towering
intellectual and legal luminary”. “He was an articu-
late leader who made a lasting contribution to India.
His passing away is very saddening.” — Agencies 

NOVO PROGRESSO, Brazil: Handout aerial picture released by Greenpeace shows smoke billowing from the Jamanxim
National Forest - APA (Environmental Protection Area) - in the Amazon biome in Para state on Friday. — AFP 

PORTO VELHO, Brazil: Hundreds of new fires are rag-
ing in the Amazon rainforest in northern Brazil, official data
showed yesterday, amid growing international pressure on
President Jair Bolsonaro to control the worst blazes in
years. Multiple fires were seen across a vast area of the
northwestern state of Rondonia on Friday when AFP jour-
nalists flew over the area. Several people in the capital
Porto Velho told AFP Saturday that what appeared to be
light clouds hanging over the city was actually smoke from
the blazes. “I’m very worried because of the environment
and health,” Delmara Conceicao Silva told AFP. “I have a
daughter with respiratory problems and she suffers more
because of the fires.”

The fires in the world’s largest rainforest have triggered
a global outcry and are a major topic of concern at the G7
meeting in Biarritz in southern France. Official figures show
78,383 forest fires have been recorded in Brazil this year,
the highest number of any year since 2013. Experts say the
clearing of land during the months-long dry season
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KHARTOUM: Sudan’s deposed military ruler Omar Al-Bashir sits in a defendant’s cage
during his corruption trial yesterday. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s deposed long-
time president Omar Al-Bashir appeared
in court yesterday for the second hear-
ing of his corruption trial, during which
his defense asked for his release on bail.
Bashir, wearing a traditional white gown,
sat in the same metal cage he appeared
in Monday when his trial on graft
charges opened. In the first hearing, an
investigator said Bashir had admitted to
receiving at least $90 million in cash in
recent years.

The judge in Khartoum yesterday

heard three witnesses, two of them
investigators who searched Bashir’s resi-
dence after his ouster and the other a
banker. “We ask the court to release the
accused on bail,” Bashir’s lawyer Hashem
Abu Bakr said, to which the judge
answered he would examine a written
request. After the hearing, as a massive
security convoy escorted the 75-year-
old Bashir back to prison, two opposing
groups of demonstrators staged
protests.

One group of a few dozen protesters
chanted slogans for Bashir to face justice
not just over corruption but for his role
in the country’s deadly conflicts. “Bashir
is a killer” and “He has to face justice”,
they chanted. “Bashir has committed a
number of crimes that he should be
prosecuted for as a priority, not for these 
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PARIS: A cheap, once-a-day pill combining aspirin with
drugs that lower blood pressure and cholesterol cuts
cardiovascular disease as a whole by a third, and heart
attacks by more than half, researchers said Friday. In
clinical trials, the so-called “polypill” was especially
effective among people with no history of cardiovascular
disease, reducing the number of severe events by 40
percent, the researchers reported in The Lancet, a med-

ical journal.  For those with a history of heart problems
and strokes, the drug combo was only half as effective
compared to the control group, who received advice on
healthy living but no drugs.

Among participants who took the pill as directed - at
least 70 percent of the time - heart attack incidence
declined by 57 percent. The polypill concept was first
proposed more than 20 years ago as a simpler, cost-
effective approach to treating cardiovascular disease,
which often requires taking several medications.
Currently, patients are typically prescribed one or more
drugs to lower blood pressure along with a statin, which
holds lipids such as fatty acids in check. Aspirin, an anal-
gesic, has blood thinning properties.

“The more tablets people have to take, the less they
comply in the long-term,” noted Kausik Ray, a professor

in public health and Imperial College London not
involved in the study. “For chronic diseases, this is a chal-
lenge as you are asking people to take multiple medica-
tions every day for 30 or 40 years.” About a third of
patients stop taking their meds as early as 90 days after
a heart attack, according to earlier research. But despite
its obvious potential, the polypill had yet to be tested on
a large number of people over a long period of time. 

Scientists led by Reza Malekzadeh from the Tehran
University of Medical Sciences recruited nearly 7,000
men and women, aged 50 to 75, living in rural Golestan,
a province in Iran. About one in 10 had previously had
heart attacks, strokes or other cardiovascular episodes.
The participants were divided into two groups of rough-
ly the same size. One was given “lifestyle advice”
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WASHINGTON/KUWAIT: EU Council President
Donald Tusk warned yesterday that US President
Donald Trump’s escalating trade skirmishes with China
and Europe could force economies around the world -
including in Kuwait and the Gulf - into recession. “Trade
wars will lead to recession, while trade deals will boost
the economy,” Tusk said as leaders of the Group of
Seven (G7) countries descended on the French resort
town of Biarritz for a three-day summit.

Trump had said Friday that he would not stand in the
way of beleaguered Federal Reserve chief Jerome
Powell if he decided to quit. Asked if he wants Powell to
resign, Trump told reporters: “If he did, I wouldn’t stop
him.” Earlier on Friday, Powell had vowed to act to
ensure the American economic expansion continues, but
warned the central bank has no “rulebook” for dealing
with the US-China trade war that deteriorated further
almost as he spoke.

Boursa Kuwait ended trading Thursday in the red
zone as the Premier Market Index went down 0.51
points reach 6,610.18 points. The Main Market Index
dropped 10.36 points to reach 4,799.94 points and the
All Share Market Index shed 3.67 points to stand at
6,000.10 points. Stock volume reached 106.9 million
shares in 5,095 deals with a value worth KD 22.7 mil-

lion.   In Saudi Arabia, the index fell 0.7 percent as
Samba Financial Group lost 2.6 percent and  National
Commercial Bank slipped 0.8 percent. Banking stocks
have come under pressure in recent weeks from the
Saudi central bank’s decision to follow the US Federal
Reserve in cutting interest rates, which analysts expect
to squeeze lenders’ profit margins. Dubai’s index was
down 0.8 percent at 2,769 points, its lowest close since
July 21. Blue-chip developer Emaar Properties slid 2.5
percent, while Emirates NBD traded 1.3 percent lower.
Nasdaq Dubai-listed port operator DP World rose as
much as 5 percent after a reporting 26.8 percent jump in
the first-half profit, before closing 0.4 percent down as
global trade disputes and regional geopolitics continued
to weigh on its outlook. 

Abu Dhabi’s index was flat, with First Abu Dhabi
Bank gaining 0.3 percent. Gulf Pharmaceutical
Industries (Julphar) slumped 10 percent, extending loss-
es to a third straight session after it recalled a batch of
its Laxocodyl suppository over a labelling error. Qatar’s
index rose 0.4 percent in a boost from market heavy-
weight Industries Qatar which increased 1.4 percent.

Wall Street stocks finished a bruising session sharply
lower Friday, while the Dow sank more than 600 points, 
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