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NEW YORK: Kuwait has urged the international communi-
ty to bring to account culprits of massacres against
Myanmar’s Rohingya, noting that the Muslim refugees can-
not abandon squalid camp life and return home in shadow
of fears and insecurity. ‘Genocides perpetrated in
Myanmar: Where do we stand with regard of accountabili-
ty?’ was the title of a statement addressed by Kuwait’s per-
manent representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi to a UN Security Council session on Myanmar. This
session, held three years after break-out of violence in the
State of Rakhine, Myanmar, aims to shed light on account-
ability as a main demand supposed to be heeded by the
Government of Myanmar, said Otaibi during the session,
co-organized by Kuwait, Germany and Peru. Thousands
from this community were killed in widespread violence
that also forced 742,000 Muslims to flee Myanmar to
neighboring Bangladesh spare themselves brutal attacks.
According to latest statistics by the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR), there are more than
one million Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar, a port city in
southeastern Bangladesh.

Ambassador Otaibi affirmed necessity that the Security
Council and the international community continue to advise
Myanmar that it must implement the relevant UNSC
Presidential Statement and recommendations of Kofi
Annan’s Advisory Panel on Rakhine State. The UN commis-
sion has called for cessation of violence, improving securi-
ty, ensuring delivery of humanitarian aid to the violence-
stricken regions in Rakhine and penalizing the culprits
responsible for the mass killing in the state. Ambassador
Otaibi, who had visited the Rohingya refugees at Cox’s
Bazar camp along with a number of diplomats, said the
hairy narrations he had heard from the refugees were simi-
lar to UN reports including those by an investigation panel,
established by the Human Rights Council. He urged
Myanmar to cooperate with the UNHCR, praising its for-
mation of a national probe panel but noted that it must
coordinate with the “mechanism” worked out by the
Human Rights Council.

The senior Kuwaiti diplomat affirmed utter necessity of

speedy accountability and full cooperation with the UN in
this respect, indicating that failure to impose justice would
lead to further abusive acts and violence. Rohingya
refugees cannot return home in shadow of lack of account-
ability and confidence in the local security authorities, he
noted, indicating that they would not favor going back
home where their life remained in danger for their current
squalid living conditions in the shanty towns in Bangladesh.

Missiles’ non-proliferation
Meanwhile, Kuwait called on super powers to avert

escalation and engage in effective dialogue for a new pact
limiting intermediate and short range missiles’ non-prolifer-
ation. Ambassador Mansour Otaibi expressed the Kuwaiti
during a Security Council’s session on the super powers’
nuclear missiles treaty. Kuwait dedicates profound concern
for any measure intended to solidify global security and
stability, he affirmed, regretting that the pact, hammered
out during the Cold War era, has turned invalidated.

“Undoubtedly, this matter is worrisome for the pact had
profound positive impact; where the two sides (Russia and
the US) had dismantled 2,700 missile networks in 1991,”
Ambassador Otaibi said. Moreover, the treaty helped in
alleviating global tension and led to maintaining security
and peace, particularly in Europe. Nations of the globe had
eagerly anticipated limiting proliferation of medium and
short range missiles, “however what has happened faded
this hope,” he said. Collapse of this treaty may lead to
aborting other nuclear accords and speeding up crumble of
global security, the Kuwaiti envoy warned, re-emphasizing
the necessity to rid the globe of these deadly arms.

Earlier this month, the US announced its formal with-
drawal from the key nuclear treaty with Russia, raising fears
of a new arms race. The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty (INF) was signed by the late US President Ronald
Reagan and the ex-Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 1987.
It banned missiles with ranges between 500 and 5,500 km
(310-3,400 miles). Earlier this year, the US and NATO
accused Russia of violating the pact by deploying a new
type of cruise missile, which Moscow has denied.

Harming civilians
Separately, Kuwait has affirmed necessity of punishing

officials responsible for violently targeting civilians includ-
ing religious minorities. Bader Al-Munaikh, the deputy per-
manent representative at the UN, hailed the UN special
team for probing crimes perpetrated by the so-called
Islamic State (IS), also known as ‘Daesh.’ He was speaking
during a Security Council’s session on boosting individuals’
security in armed conflicts. He affirmed Kuwait’s support for
the team mission in Iraq and expressed hope to see justice
served with respect of the Rohingya who have been victims
of “ethnic cleansing.” The world nowadays is witnessing
unprecedented escalation of violence amid recurring
attacks on individuals and communities because of religious
and racial considerations.

Munaikh expressed solidarity with the victims and sur-
vivors of such hateful acts targeting Muslims and Christians,
namely the tragic assault on a mosque in Christchurch, New
Zealand, and another one on Christians in Sri Lanka during
Easter festivities. One of the methods for resisting indiscrimi-
nation against religious and racial minorities is boosting toler-
ance and combating all forms of radical ideologies, he has
suggested. Governments ought to ensure protection and
respect for all citizens, he said, noting that there must be
equal treatment of citizens without religious indiscrimination.
The United Nations, namely the Security Council, can play a
crucial role in this regard through continuous condemnation
of methodical repression of the minorities, in addition to
ensuring full implementation of relevant UNSC resolutions on
protecting civilians. —KUNA
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UKHIA: Rohingya refugee youth renovate a makeshift house at Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhia dis-
trict in Bangladesh on August 23, 2019. —AFP

Kuwaiti youth
can attain 
UN vision
for just world
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti engineer Meshaal Al-
Otaibi believes Kuwaiti youth’s ambition
to be a force in the UN vision of a more
peaceful, healthier and more rightful
world. He said in a statement that he is
the first Kuwaiti and Arab chosen to be
an ambassador for young leaders among
55,000 participants worldwide from 190
countries by the ‘One Young World
Organization.’ Otaibi pointed out that
the reason why he was chosen as youth
ambassador was for his achievements
and contributions to the field of scientific
research in architecture as well as being
a young influential leading figure in com-
munity and Arab world. He added that he
was invited to attend the 2019 World
Youth Summit to be held at the
Westminster Palace and the British
Parliament in London to represent
Kuwait and the Arab world, with the par-
ticipation of many leaders and presi-
dents from around the world. The ‘One
Young World Organization’ aims to
invest in youths and teach them different
skills through training and self-develop-
ment courses to acquire skills, plus the
openings of summer centers, the state-
ment noted.

Otaibi added that the summit’s goal
is to permanently link participants to
bring about positive change in their
communities and listen to their views
and suggestions to help them overcome
all the difficulties and obstacles facing
them to achieve their projects. He
stressed importance of awareness in
issues of energy conservation and sus-
tainable cities, which he has conducted
several researches over and his quest to

raise awareness in the community and
bring forth positive change to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels and carbon
footprint of buildings and usage of
renewable energies available for a more
sustainable future and a clean environ-
ment. Otaibi is interested in participat-
ing in the New Kuwait 2035 Vision to
strengthen the role of Kuwaiti youth in
achieving development and leadership
in various fields.

Otaibi graduated from the University
of Kansas and received his best doctoral
thesis in architecture from his university
in 2017. He was nominated for a PhD in
architecture and won first place among
500 researchers from 62 countries par-
ticipating in the European conference
held in Paris. In addition, he was awarded
the best Scientific Research Award in the
field of architecture among 600
researchers from 54 participating coun-
tries worldwide and second best in the
third North American International
Conference held in Washington DC, rep-
resenting Kuwait with the support and
sponsorship of Public Authority for
Youth (PAY). —KUNA
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Registration
starts for ‘My
Hobbies 2’ 
project
KUWAIT: Registration for the ‘My
Hobbies 2’ youth project is set to start
today, the Youth Public Authority
announced yesterday. The project, organ-
ized by the authority for the second year
in a row, targets youths of the 17-35 age
group, and can accommodate more than
500 young men and women in its various
activities, said director of recreational
activities at the Ministry of Youth Affairs
Abdullah Al-Adwani.

Some workshops will be held at youth
centers, while others will be held in other
places according to the requirements of
the courses, Adwani added. The training
course covers sports, cultural, artistic and
scientific fields and will continue
throughout the month, he noted. He

explained that the project aims to invest
in the leisure time of youth and find suit-
able spaces to practice their favorite
hobbies and develop skills in them.
Adwani called on all Kuwaiti youth to
register for these courses, which are free
of charge through the website
(www.ypa.gov.kw), pointing out that 450
young men and women benefited from
the first ‘My Hobbies’ project last year
and were awarded certificates. —KUNA
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