
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Sunday, August 25, 2019

7

SEOUL: North Korea yesterday fired what appeared to be
two short-range ballistic missiles into the sea after vowing
to remain the biggest “threat” to the United States and
branding Secretary of State Mike Pompeo as “toxin.” It
was the latest in a series of short-range missile tests the
nuclear-armed nation has carried out in recent weeks in
protest against US-South Korean military exercises, which
it sees as a rehearsal for invasion. 

The latest joint drill wrapped up on Tuesday. “The mili-
tary detected two unidentified projectiles presumed to be
short-range ballistic missiles,” South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff in a statement Saturday after the latest launch. The
missiles flew about 380 kilometers and reached an altitude
of 97 kilometers at a top speed of Mach 6.5 before landing
in the East Sea, also known as Sea of Japan, it said. 

“Our military is tracking the movement in the North in
case of additional launches, with firm readiness,” it added.
South Korea’s presidential Blue House convened a
National Security Council meeting and expressed “grave
concerns” in a statement, pointing out Pyongyang had car-
ried out the launch after the joint US-South Korea military
drills had ended.

“NSC members agreed to continue diplomatic efforts
with the international community to bring the North back
to negotiation table with the US to achieve the goal of
complete denuclearization in the Korean peninsula.”
Tokyo also believed North Korea had fired “ballistic mis-
siles” in violation of UN resolutions, Japanese Defense
Minister Takeshi Iwaya told reporters. “It can’t be over-
looked no matter what the size and distance are,” he said.
Washington was monitoring the situation following reports
of a missile launch, a senior US official said. “We are con-
sulting closely with our Japanese and South Korean allies.”

‘Biggest threat’ 
South Korea’s military said it would share intelligence

on the launches with Japan despite Seoul saying earlier
this week that it was terminating such exchanges amid a
growing diplomatic and trade spat with its neighbor, which
had raised concern it could weaken tracking of
Pyongyang’s actions by the US allies.

Nuclear talks between Pyongyang and Washington
have been gridlocked since a second summit in Hanoi in
February collapsed without an agreement over the extent
of denuclearisation in the North and a sanctions relief. US
President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un agreed to kick start working-level talks during an
impromptu meeting at the Demilitarized Zone on June 30
but no contacts have been held since with the North
repeatedly expressing anger at the war games.

Earlier this week, Stephen Biegun, the US special envoy
for North Korea, said during a visit to Seoul that
Washington was “prepared to engage” as soon as it hears
from Pyongyang. But on Friday, the North vowed to
“remain as the biggest ‘threat’ to the US” if Washington

persisted with sanctions, in a statement by Foreign
Minister Ri Yong Ho. Ri also launched a scathing attack on
Pompeo, calling him a “diehard toxin” after the top US

diplomat said Washington would continue to keep the
“toughest” sanctions on the North until the reclusive state
denuclearizes. — AFP 
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‘Mum, don’t die’: 
Murder of Turkish 
woman ignites anger
ANKARA: The murder of a Turkish woman by her ex-
husband in front of her daughter sparked outrage
Friday after a video of the attack was published
online. “I don’t want to die,” Emine Bulut, covered in
blood, is heard screaming to her 10-year-old child.
Her tearful daughter says: “Mum, please don’t die.”
The 38-year-old was stabbed to death in a cafe on
August 18 by her former husband in the central
Anatolian city of Kirikkale, according to the Hurriyet
newspaper.

Bulut, who divorced her killer four years ago, later
died in hospital. Fedai Baran told police he killed his
former wife with a knife he always carried with him,
Turkish broadcaster NTV reported. Her name was a
worldwide trending topic on Twitter and “I don’t want
to die” (#olmekistemiyorum) was widely quoted on
social media. Dozens of protesters on Friday gathered
in the capital Ankara to denounce the murder.

“We are ready for any form of action. We will not be
silent, we are not afraid and we will not obey. We will
keep on our struggle until no women are murdered
anymore,” protester Elif Sanci said. Another protester,
Ilke Isik, blamed the government for its failure to stop
violence against women. “Neither Emine nor any of our
comrades must die. Emine’s cry ‘I don’t want to die’ is
the cry of all of us,” she said.  Officials, including Justice
Minister Abdulhamit Gul, were quick to condemn the
murder after the video was published, along with
celebrities and football clubs such as Besiktas.

“We expect the murderer to be punished in the
most severe manner,” tweeted presidential spokesman
Ibrahim Kalin. The government said a team of psy-
chologists was caring for the child. Turkey has strug-
gled to contain rising violence against women. In the
first six months of 2019, 214 women were killed by
men, while 440 women were killed last year, accord-
ing to the women’s rights group We Will Stop
Femicide. That was up from 409 women in 2017 and
121 in 2011. While the government acknowledges the
issue of violence against women, critics say not
enough is being done to provide shelters and to
address the broader problem of gender inequality
which permeates society. — AFP

JERUSALEM: A rare homemade bomb attack in the
occupied West Bank killed an Israeli teen and serious-
ly wounded her father and brother Friday as they vis-
ited a spring near a Jewish settlement, officials said.
Israeli security forces deployed throughout the area
where the attack took place near the settlement of
Dolev, northwest of Ramallah, to search for suspects.
Israeli medics had earlier reported that a 17-year-old
had been critically wounded in the attack and officials
later announced her death, naming her as Rina Shnerb
from the central Israeli city of Lod.

Medics from the Magen David Adom rescue serv-
ice initially gave the ages of the two wounded as 46
and 20, before amending to 21 in the latter case. The
army said the three victims were a father and his two
children. The two wounded were taken by helicopter
to hospital, the army said. “Three civilians who were in
a nearby spring were injured in an IED (improvised
explosive device) blast,” it said in a statement. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called it a “harsh
terrorist attack” and sent condolences to the family,
while pledging to continue building settlements.

“The security arms are in pursuit after the abhor-
rent terrorists,” he said in a statement. “We will appre-
hend them. The long arm of Israel reaches all those
who seek our lives and will settle accounts with them.”
United Nations envoy Nickolay Mladenov condemned
the “shocking, heinous” attack, saying there was noth-
ing heroic in Shnerb’s “murder”, calling it a “despica-
ble, cowardly act”. “Terror must be unequivocally con-
demned by ALL,” Mladenov wrote on Twitter.

Israeli forces meanwhile entered the Palestinian vil-
lage of Beitunia, south of the spring, to take footage
from surveillance cameras. An AFP reporter said
Palestinians clashed there with Israeli soldiers, but no
casualties were reported. Chief of the army, Lt Gen
Aviv Kohavi visited the site of the attack to under-
stand the incident and oversee the efforts to locate the
perpetrators, which he was “confident” would happen
quickly, the military said.

Later in the day, Shnerb was buried in her home-
town Lod, with thousands participating in the funeral.
Shnerb’s father Eitan, who was wounded and couldn’t
attend the funeral, relayed through an uncle his request
that people focus on “our strength and love and the
wonderful nation and our good land” and avoid sinking
into “weakness and anger and strife”. “We should be
worthy of the great sacrifice we offered today,” Eitan
Shnerb was cited by the uncle as saying.

Gaza border tensions 
In a speech on Friday, Ismail Haniya, the leader of

the Islamist Hamas movement which rules Gaza,
praised the attack but did not claim responsibility for
it. He referred to a recent clash between Israeli police
and Palestinian worshippers at the highly sensitive Al-
Aqsa mosque compound in Israeli-annexed east
Jerusalem and sought to draw a link between the two
incidents.

AFP reporters said thousands of Gazans partici-
pated in weekly Friday protests at the Israeli border
fence, with some youths using slingshots to launch
stones at the barrier and a few approaching it. The
health ministry in the enclave said over 122
Palestinians were wounded in clashes with Israeli
forces, dozens of them hit by live fire. Palestinians spo-
radically clash with Israeli settlers and security forces
in the West Bank, occupied by Israel since the Six-
Day War of 1967, but bomb blasts have been rare in
recent years.

Palestinian attacks have mostly involved guns,
knives and car ramming. There have been concerns
about a possible increase in violence in the run up to
Israel’s September 17 general election. A week ago, a
Palestinian carried out a car-ramming attack in the
West Bank, wounding two Israelis before being shot
dead. On August 8, an off-duty Israeli soldier’s body
was found with multiple stab wounds. Two Palestinian
suspects were later arrested. — AFP

Homemade bomb 
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Photo shows a ballistic missile being launched from an unknown location in North Korea.  — AFP 

5 die in Algiers
rap concert
stampede
ALGIERS: Five young people were killed
and dozens more injured in a stampede at a
packed rap concert in the Algerian capital,
a spokesman for rescue services said
Friday. The stampede took place Thursday
night as fans thronged an entrance of the
August-20 Stadium where rapper Soolking
was to perform. The 29-year-old has won a
huge number of fans in the North African
country, his song “La Liberte” (Freedom)
becoming a mainstay of anti-government
protests that enter their seventh month on
Friday.

Captain Nassim Bernaoui of the civil
protection unit told AFP there were five
killed in the crush: “two young girls aged
19 and 22 and three boys aged 13, 21 and
16.” Dozens of people were lightly injured,
Bernaoui said, 86 of whom were treated on
the spot with another 32 taken to hospital.
Eight others were transferred to the
Mustapha Pacha hospital in Algiers in criti-
cal condition, he added.

A medic, who asked to remain anony-
mous, later said seven people were still in
hospital in a critical condition, without giv-
ing details on the eighth. In front of the
hospital, Ahmed Kadi had red eyes as he

waited to collect the body of his 18-year-
old daughter Chourouk. “I didn’t even
know that my wife and my daughter had
gone to the concert,” he said, holding back
tears. They had been separated in the
stampede. “The organizers did their job
badly,” he said.

Nearby, Abderezak accompanied his
friend Rachid Kadri as he collected the
body of his 19-year-old daughter Chiraz.
“Chiraz wasn’t planning to go but as she had
passed her high school exams, her father
wanted to give her a present and let her go
with her friends,” he said. “It’s criminal to
organize a concert like that at the August-
20 Stadium,” he added. According to APS,
the incident took place at around 1900
GMT, adding that the concert went ahead
as planned but with a 30-minute delay.

Algerian journalist Akram Kharief said
thousands of fans began gathering outside
the stadium from mid-afternoon. More
than 30,000 people were estimated to
have attended the concert, APS reported.
“There were only four small entrances
allowing people to enter one at a time,”
Kharief told AFP. “This caused a stam-
pede... and people fell” as they pushed to
get inside before the start of the concert,
he added.

Four concert-goers contacted separate-
ly by AFP, who were already inside the sta-
dium when the stampede took place, said
they had not been informed about it. They
said that when they left the venue at
around midnight, no rescue services were

visible. The Algiers prosecutor’s office said
Friday that it had opened an investigation
into the “painful accident” and would iden-
tify those responsible. France-based
Soolking, whose given name is Abderraouf
Derradji, shot to stardom last year and was
to perform just a single concert in his home
country Algeria.

He dedicated the song “La Liberte” to
protesters engaged in months of anti-

government demonstrations. Algerians
launched the unprecedented protest
movement in February, initially against a
bid by veteran president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika to seek a fifth term in office.
Bouteflika eventually resigned in the face
of mass protests but the movement has
not let up, continuing to rally weekly on
Fridays to demand a complete overhaul of
the political system. — AFP 

ALGIERS: A picture shows Algiers’ August-20 Stadium where five young people were killed
and dozens more injured in a stampede at a packed rap concert. — AFP 

Syrian soldiers 
surround Turkish
observation post
BEIRUT: Syrian government forces surrounded a Turkish
observation post in the northwest Friday after overrunning
nearby areas, a war monitor said, while Ankara vowed not
to withdraw from its position. “Regime forces have sur-
rounded the Turkish observation post in Morek after cap-
turing other towns and villages in this pocket,” said the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. 

Speaking at a news conference in the Lebanese capital,
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said “our
observation point there is not cut-off and nobody can iso-
late our forces and our soldiers.” “We are there, not
because we can’t leave but because we don’t want to
leave,” he said, adding that the issue was being discussed
with Damascus’ allies Russia and Iran.

The Syrian regime has upped the stakes with Ankara in
its months-long Russian-backed offensive against the
jihadist-ruled Idlib region, which borders Turkey. Moscow
said on Friday that it has agreed with Ankara to “activate
mutual efforts” to ease the situation in Syria’s last major
opposition bastion. Turkey later announced that President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan would visit Moscow on Tuesday
for talks with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, a
meeting confirmed by the Kremlin.

The town of Morek, where the Turkish troops have
allegedly been cut off, lies in the north of Hama province,
part of the region centered on neighboring Idlib province
that has been under government assault - initially by air -
since late April.  Government forces took control of Morek
and nearby towns including Kafr Zita on Friday, Syrian
state news agency SANA said. Jihadists and allied rebels
withdrew from the area ahead of the Syrian army’s entry
into the strategic town of Khan Sheikhun on Wednesday
and government forces took control without resistance,
according to the Britain-based Observatory.

‘Whatever is necessary’
The Morek observation post, established  under a deal

with Moscow, is one of 12 the Turkish army set up along
the front line between Syrian government forces on one
side - and the jihadists and Ankara’s rebel allies on the
other side - last year. On Tuesday Cavusoglu vowed that
the Turkish army “will do whatever is necessary” to defend
these positions. The Turkish presidency has also said that

it will not abandon any of its observation posts in Syria.
The Turkish troops’ mission was to oversee the establish-
ment of a buffer zone agreed by Ankara and Moscow in
September.

But the jihadists failed to pull back from the zone as
agreed and in April, government and Russian forces
resumed intense bombardment of the region. The Kremlin
on Friday said that Russian President Vladimir Putin and
his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan agreed to
“activate mutual efforts” to ease the situation in the Idlib
region. “They discussed the issues of Russian-Turkish
cooperation in the context of stabilisation of the de-esca-
lation zone,” a statement said.

Erdogan is to host his Russian and Iranian counterparts
for a summit in Ankara next month to discuss the latest
developments. The Turkish presidency on Friday said
regime attacks in Idlib have led to a “grave humanitarian
crisis”. “These attacks damage the efforts to regulate the
Syrian conflict,” it said. The pro-government Al-Watan
newspaper on Friday said the latest regime gains in Idlib
will force amendments to the buffer zone deal.

Since January, the Idlib region has been ruled by the
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham alliance, which is led by jihadists
from Syria’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate. Other rebel
groups allied with Turkey were forced to cede overall
control. On August 8, Syrian government forces launched
a ground offensive with Russian support against the
southern part of the rebel-held region, eyeing control of
the main highway from Damascus through Idlib province
to second city Aleppo.

Khan Sheikhun and Maarat Al-Numan both lie along
the highway. The Syrian army on Friday said that its mili-
tary “push is ongoing,” after it captured Morek and neigh-
boring areas. — AFP

MAARET AL-NUMAN: Smoke billows following a reported
regime air strike on the eastern outskirts of Maaret Al-
Numan in Syria’s northern province of Idlib yesterday. — AFP 


