
AT LOUIS: Jack Flaherty struck out nine in six shutout
innings and the host St. Louis Cardinals beat the
Colorado Rockies 8-3 on Friday night. Marcell Ozuna
homered and drove in three runs, Yadier Molina went 3-
for-5, and three other St. Louis batters had two hits each.
The Cardinals moved a half-game ahead of the Chicago
Cubs for first place in the National League Central. Nolan
Arenado had two hits and reached all four times he came
to the plate for Colorado, which has lost four of five since
sweeping a home series against Miami. Flaherty (8-6)
didn’t allow a hit until Yonathan Daza led off the fifth
inning with a single. Before that, the Rockies only had
three baserunners — a walk and two hit batsmen.

MARINERS 7, BLUE JAYS 4
Omar Narvaez and J.P. Crawford hit home runs as

Seattle defeated visiting Toronto. The Mariners won for
the fifth time in their past six games while the Blue Jays
dropped their sixth in a row. The Mariners broke a 4-4
tie with three runs in the sixth inning against Sam
Gaviglio (4-2). Matt Wisler (3-2) was credited with the
victory after pitching two-thirds of an inning, giving up
one hit and striking out one. Matt Magill pitched the
ninth for his third save. Seattle’s Dee Gordon and
Toronto’s Bo Bichette finished with three hits apiece.

RED SOX 11, PADRES 0
J.D. Martinez hit two homers and drove in a career-

high seven runs, and Eduardo Rodriguez blanked San
Diego on five hits over seven innings as visiting Boston
won in a rout. Rodriguez (15-5) entered the game with
the highest run-support average in the major leagues at
7.85 runs per game. The Red Sox scored three runs in
each of the first two innings, one in the fourth and four
in the sixth. Martinez hit a three-run homer in the first
off Padres starter Chris Paddack, a sacrifice fly in the
fourth and a three-run homer in the sixth off Eric
Yardley. He finished the night 3-for-4.

NATIONALS 9, CUBS 3
Anibal Sanchez held Chicago to one hit in 8 1/3

innings, and Adam Eaton and Juan Soto homered to
lead visiting Washington to victory. The sizzling
Nationals have won 10 of 12 and kept their hold on the
top wild-card spot in the NL. Chicago’s five-game win-
ning streak came to an end. Sanchez (8-6) struck out
six and allowed a single earned run in his longest outing
of the season, and he also logged his second career
two-hit game. He hasn’t taken a loss since May 10.

YANKEES 10, DODGERS 2
Didi Gregorius hit two home runs, including a grand

slam, while Aaron Judge, Gary Sanchez and Gleyber
Torres also went deep as visiting New York took the
opener of a showdown series by crushing Los Angeles.
In an interleague battle between the teams with the

best records in the majors, Gregorius followed an inten-
tional walk to Sanchez in the fifth inning with his fifth
career slam. He hit a solo shot in the ninth inning. Three
of the home runs, including one by Gregorius, came
against Dodgers left-hander Hyun-Jin Ryu, who
entered with a National League-leading 1.64 ERA that
increased to 2.00. Yankees starter James Paxton (10-6)
gave up two runs on five hits over 6 2/3 innings, with 11
strikeouts, including three against NL MVP candidate
Cody Bellinger.

BRAVES 2, METS 1 (14 INNINGS)
Billy Hamilton laced the tiebreaking single in the 14th

inning night to cap a taut pitchers’ duel and lift visiting
Atlanta to a win over New York in the opener of a
three-game series. The Braves have won six straight.
The Mets had their five-game winning streak snapped.
Tyler Flowers led off the 14th by drawing a walk against
Jeurys Familia (4-2), the Mets’ eighth pitcher. Adeiny
Hechavarria, who was designated for assignment by the
Mets on Aug. 9 and signed by the Braves seven days
later, followed with a ground-rule double to center field
that got wedged in the bottom of the fence. After Rafael
Ortega struck out, Hamilton followed with his single
past a drawn-in infield.

BREWERS 6, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Jordan Lyles pitched six no-hit innings, and Eric

Thames and Keston Hiura homered to help Milwaukee
cruise past visiting Arizona. Lyles (8-8) struck out five
and walked two before being pulled after 99 pitches.
Three relievers followed Lyles and finished a combined
two-hitter. Lyles, who also had an RBI single, is 3-1 in
five starts since being acquired from the Pittsburgh
Pirates at the trade deadline. Arizona’s first hit came
with two outs in the seventh inning when Christian
Walker blooped a single to center off Devin Williams.

ASTROS 5, ANGELS 4
Zack Greinke remained unbeaten over his four starts

since joining Houston at the trade deadline despite
pitching in and out of trouble in a victory over visiting
Los Angeles. After falling into a 2-0 hole in the second
inning, Greinke (14-4) wound up departing with two
outs in the seventh inning holding a one-run lead
despite allowing 10 hits and recording only one strike-
out. Greinke induced an inning-ending double play in
the third, worked around leadoff doubles from Kole
Calhoun in the fourth and Matt Thaiss in the fifth, and
initiated another inning-ending double play in the sixth
after the Angels scratched across an unearned run in
the inning that cut the deficit to 4-3. Greinke helped his
own cause by not allowing a walk.

TIGERS 9, TWINS 6
Ronny Rodriguez hit a grand slam to highlight a five-

run sixth inning, and Dawel Lugo and Harold Castro
each had two doubles and a single to lead Detroit over
Minnesota in Minneapolis. Rodriguez went 3-for-5 with
two runs and a stolen base, and Miguel Cabrera, Jordy
Mercer and Travis Demeritte each had two of Detroit’s
17 hits. Drew VerHagen (4-2), making just his fourth
start of the season and the eighth of his six-year career,
held the Twins to three runs on five hits while striking
out a career-high 11. He fanned five in a row during the
third and fourth innings.

RAYS 7, ORIOLES 1
Austin Meadows belted a grand slam, the key hit in

a seven-run second inning that helped visiting Tampa
Bay defeat Balt imore. Meadows also homered
Thursday in the Rays’ come-from-behind 5-2 win
over the Orioles, but that was a solo shot. This game
was a different story, as Meadows’ first career grand
slam broke things open pretty quickly and gave the
Rays command. Tampa Bay received a strong effort
from starter Trevor Richards (4-12). This was just his
second game — and start — since coming to the
Rays from Miami in a July 31 deal, and he threw six
shutout innings, giving up only two hits while striking
out five and walking one.

MARLINS 19, PHILLIES 11
Starlin Castro came off the bench to slug two

homers and drive in five runs as host Miami rallied from
a seven-run deficit with 19 hits to set a season high in
runs and defeat Philadelphia. The Marlins, who have the
worst record in the National League, rallied from a 7-0
deficit, tied the score with a seven-run third, fell behind
again and then produced a five-run fifth. The 19 runs
were the second most the Marlins have ever scored at
home. Not all news was good for the Marlins, however,
as Brian Anderson was hit by a pitch and sustained a
broken left hand, likely ending his season.

INDIANS 4, ROYALS 1
Francisco Lindor belted a two-run homer to high-

light a four-run second inning as host Cleveland beat
Kansas City. Tyler Naquin also drove in two runs, and
Carlos Santana had two singles to post his seventh mul-
ti-hit performance in 12 contests. The offense proved to
be enough for the Indians, who snapped a three-game
losing skid overall and improved to 11-6 against the
Royals this season. Rookie Zach Plesac (7-4) allowed
one run on four hits in 5 2/3 innings to pick up the win.
The 24-year-old improved to 3-0 in four starts against
Kansas City this year. —  Reuters

Kuwait national table
tennis team to 
partake in Budapest
Intl Open
By Abdellatif Shara’a

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Table Tennis Team of
various age groups continues it training camp in
Hungary, and those U13 and U15 players will partici-
pate in the Budapest International Open to be held
Wednesday and Thursday, in which many European
teams will participate.

The team held several friendlies while at the camp,
and had good results in most matches under the guid-
ance of coach Sabri Jamaan.

Meanwhile Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Table
Tennis Federation Head of the delegation Khalid, Al-
Khudhari lauded the players’ total compliance with the
technical program and administrative instructions. He
said the camp achieved the goals it was held for.

Al-Khudhari said camps will be held periodically
and the team will regularly participate in regional and
international events in order to develop and advance
table tennis in Kuwait.
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Late birdie lifts 
Koepka to Tour 
Championship lead
WASHINGTON: World number one Brooks Koepka
birdied the 18th hole Friday, capping a three-under-par 67
to take a one-shot lead over Justin Thomas and Rory
McIlroy in the US PGA Tour Championship.

Koepka posted his second straight 67 at East Lake in
Atlanta, Georgia. Under the “staggered start” format by
which players were spotted strokes based on their position
in the playoff standings, that put him on 13-under par —
one stroke in front of American Thomas and Northern
Ireland star McIlroy.

McIlroy capped his 67 with back-to-back birdies,
including a bravura finish at 18 where he was in the trees
off the tee. He used a five-wood to fire out and ended up
with a good lie in the rough between two bunkers near the
green.

“I felt comfortable doing it,” Mcilroy said. “I made a four
off a bad tee shot, so I’m not complaining.” Thomas — who
went into the tournament as the top seed, awarded a two-
stroke edge after his win in the BMW Championship —
was alone atop the leaderboard at 13- under through 16
holes but slipped back with a bogey at 17 and finished with
a two-under 68.

Koepka who started the week three shots off the lead,
couldn’t get his eight-foot eagle putt to drop at the last, but
he tapped in for his fourth birdie of the day.

“I mean, the lead’s always nice, so I’ll take that,” Koepka
said. “I played good today. I putted really good. Short
game was pretty solid.”

Koepka had three straight birdies at the sixth, seventh
and eighth, but like most he struggled on a tough back nine
after a weather delay.

“The rain delay kind of killed any momentum I had,” he
said. “I didn’t feel like I had any good golf shots after the
rain delay, but that’s part of golf. Everybody’s got to deal
with the same thing. I just didn’t execute.”

Thomas also had three front-nine birdies, but he was
one-over on the back. He, too, said he “kind of had a hard
time getting back into it” after the delay.

“But if I continue to drive it like I did today, I feel like I
can really do some damage this weekend,” Thomas said. “I
just have to realize that I played really well today.”

American Xander Schauffele was alone in fourth, his
eagle at 18 giving him a 69 that put him two shots off the
lead.

Thomas said the day “felt more normal” after the oddity
of arriving at the first tee of the tournament on Thursday
already credited with a two-shot lead.

The new format is designed to ensure that whoever wins
the season finale will also claim the cumulative FedEx Cup
playoff title and its $15 million top prize. — AFP

Flaherty shuts down Rockies 
as Cardinals get offensive

Mariners stay hot while Jays lose 6th straight

ST LOUIS: Nolan Arenado #28 of the Colorado Rockies hits a single in the ninth inning against the St Louis
Cardinals at Busch Stadium in St Louis, Missouri. Teams are wearing special color schemed uniforms with players
choosing nicknames to display for Players’ Weekend. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti triathlete champion Abdullah
Najib AlRefaie joined Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
strategic partners team as part of a strategic part-
nership that confirms the Bank’s continued support
for sports and athletes and its interest in youth and
champions who raise Kuwait’s flag high.

AlRefaie completed the race (Full Ironman) that
was held in Kalmar, Sweden with a record time of

10:58:44 to become the fastest player in the history
of the competition (3.8 km swimming, 180 km
cycling, 42 km running).

AlRefaie praised the support and keenness of
KFH towards him, indicating the appreciation from
the bank constitutes a greater incentive for him to
stand on the international podiums representing
Kuwait. He praised the support KFH provides to

youth, talents and distinguished competencies,
which reflects the bank’s commitment towards
achieving social responsibility and the interest in
developing society.

Such initiatives confirm KFH’s commitment to
support youth and honor outstanding athletes, with
the aim of encouraging and enriching the sports and
intellectual movement among the community. 

Kuwaiti triathlete champion
AlRefaie joins KFH strategic
partners team


