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The Kuwaiti society is definitely unique. As
Kuwaiti nationals, we really appreciate the fact
that we have financial stability, giving us the

opportunity to be creative or take a leap of faith in our
ability to create - although I believe that everyone
should take a leap of faith in their ability to create. As
humans, we are creators. So even if you do not have the
financial perks that Kuwaitis receive, you are still an
internal part of this society, and I urge you to have faith
in your ability to be creative and to do your own thing
and share and inspire others with your work, whether it
is singing, creating art, writing songs, making YouTube
videos or whatever it is that fulfills your purpose.

From a legal point of view, there are a few things to
consider though when being creative, and today I
thought it is important to discuss them.

Copyrighting
Question: As a writer, I want to copyright my work.

Where do I go, and what information should I be aware of?
Fajer: Copyrighting in Kuwait is done at the National

Library of Kuwait, which is located on Arabian Gulf Road.
Copyrighting is usually done in a timely manner and is inter-
nationally for writers for a minimal fee. The copyright is valid
for 50 years usually, and the author has the following rights:

1. To have their name or an anonymous name as a writer.
2. The author has the right to ban any changes or edits

to their work, or to order the court to do so.
3. To have all mentions of their work cited to the author.
4. To ban any amendments or rewrites of their works.
Question: I am a creative person working on a wide

range of artistic pieces, and I would like to know if I can
copyright my pieces?

Fajer: Yes, you can copyright your pieces. In fact as a
general rule, you can copyright any creative works such as
books, editorial pieces, poems, songs, lectures, theatrical
works, podcasts, any art, photography, maps, illustra-
tions, computer programs ie coding, translations and
research. You cannot copy general ideas, official docu-
ments or daily news and events.

ISBN number
Question: I have written a book and I want to get an

ISBN number - where can I copyright my book? Any
other thing I should be aware of?

Fajer: We have a department in Kuwait that is
specifically for literary copyright - it is located at the
National Library of Kuwait. You will need to fill out a
form and submit your work to the department. The
process for protecting your literary work takes on aver-
age around a week, and you will get an international
ISBN number that you can use worldwide. 

Another common question I get for copyrighting
books is whether Kuwait guarantees certificates of
ownership of literary work that includes explicit materi-
al. The answer to this question is yes - you can get your
book copyrighted even if the content has explicit mate-
rial. There are only two topics that cannot be copy-
righted - but these do not include explicit material. This
does not mean that your book can be published or sold
in Kuwait, as you will need approval before doing so.

For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-
legal.com.
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Ministry to build condolences halls

KUWAIT: Official sources said the social affairs min-
istry has received official approvals to build halls to
receive condolences, similar to wedding halls. They said
the ministry has received site allocations to build the
halls and they will be distributed over all governorates in
the first stage, and more halls could be built later. The
sources said the aim is to make matters easier for citi-
zens and expats, because sometimes it is difficult to find
a place to receive condolences, adding that the halls will
be rented for a fee, in addition to a refundable deposit.
They said the social affairs ministry will put forth ten-
ders to build the halls as soon as it receives the site
plans officially. — By A Saleh

Proposals approved

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council’s technical committee
approved a proposal of the chairman with regards to
allocate station at the coastline for tourists’ transporta-
tion. It also approved the communication ministry’s
request to allocate a tower site for the national center for
ship traffic system (VTC) and search and rescue (SAR)
and navigation guides (ATON). The committee rejected
a request by the public facilities management company
to use the roofs of multilevel car parking buildings for
new ideas and projects. — By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

System malfunction

KUWAIT: The communications ministry said a malfunc-
tion hit its internal network caused its automated sub-
scription collection system to stop. The concerned
department equipped the exchanges with temporary
computers until the network is repaired in the coming
days. — By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

Endangered animals seized
at southern border checkpoint

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Nuwaiseeb customs officers
seized 20 monkeys and a pelican from a
suspect who arrived from a Gulf country.
The officers called the Public Authority
for  Agricul tural  Affa irs  and Fish
Resources to collect the animals. The
operat ion took place after  the
Environment Publ ic  Authori ty were
tipped off about an attempted smuggling
of  endangered animals  through the
Nuwaiseeb land border checkpoint
south of the country. It came based on
regulations that bans unauthorized trade
in endangered species in accordance
with CITES (the Convent ion on
Internat ional  Trade in  Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), of
which Kuwait is a signatory.

In other news, the Interior Ministry’s
Relations and Security Information
Department said that a video clip on
social media showing a man moving
around in Hawally with a sharp object
prompted policemen to locate the sus-
pect, who took the object away and
arrested him. The department also com-

mented on a social media claim that a
“wanted” Kuwaiti arrived in the country
and was not arrested by saying that the
person has a case at the public prosecu-
tion, but there is no arrest warrant or trav-
el ban against him.

Separately, police arrested an Arab
man who stabbed a compatriot three
times during a f ight. Investigations
revealed that the suspect had booked an
airline ticket, so a travel ban was placed
on him and he was arrested at Kuwait
International Airport. In another case, a
lieutenant colonel fell from a high place
while storming a place in Salwa. The offi-
cer sustained severe injuries and was tak-
en to hospital. Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti youth
in his 30s was detained at Salwa police
station accused of attempted murder,
encouraging immorality and colliding with
three vehicles before escaping, Al-Jarida
daily reported yesterday. A police source
said a charge of attempted murder was
made against him because he deliberately
ran over a woman, her daughter and son.
Detectives were able to arrest him hours
after the incident. The man confessed to
the charges except harassment.

Operation based on regulations banning unauthorized trade in endangered species

KUWAIT: This picture released by the Customs Department yesterday shows the endan-
gered animals confiscated at the Nuwaiseeb land border checkpoint.

Kuwait signs KD 109
million infrastructure
deal to push mega
housing project
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Public Works Dr Jenan
Ramadan Boushehri signed a deal yesterday worth nearly
KD 109 million ($356 million) for infrastructure work in a

blossoming southern residential area. The project is signif-
icant since it links Kuwait’s Al-Mutlaa city with other adja-
cent areas where traffic volume can reach up to 70 per-
cent, Boushehri, who is also Minister of State for Housing,
told the press. The deal is part of a series of similar proj-
ects that aim to prop up a national strategy for broad
development, all of which are running on schedule, the
minister revealed. The project mainly entails adding more
driving lanes to roads by the entrance to Al-Mutlaa city,
according to the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation’s Acting Director General Suha Ashkanani.
It also deals with the construction of electrical networks,
traffic signs, pedestrian bridges, in addition to other utili-
ties, added the official. — KUNA

Voluntary work basic
resource for sustainable
development: Official
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Voluntary work is a collection of ethics, princi-
ples and values that encourage goodwill activities that go
beyond self-benefit to reach others, Chairman of the
Kuwait Society for Education Establishments Dr Faisal Al-
Enezi said. Enezi was speaking during the opening of a
conference and exhibition of voluntary work at Jumeirah
Hotel under the patronage of the Kuwait Foundation for
the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS).

He said the importance of voluntary work comes out of
a social and economic approach to contribute to moving
the individual forward. “Volunteering urges the adoption
of initiatives that enable the individual to contribute and
provide them with an activity to spend their spare time
and benefit themselves and the society at the same time,”
he noted. He added that it is important to educate both the
individual and society on the importance of voluntary
work and its positive effects.

“Voluntary work has many features including having
volunteers gaining field and administrative experience and
employing human energy to serve the society through
forming work teams for self-development in various
aspects that benefit the volunteers and the society,” Enezi
added. He said voluntary work forms one of the society’s
development measures and reveals the extent of its aware-
ness and interaction with various issues, besides being a
form of political participation between the individual and
decision maker.

Enezi said advanced societies are more caring and cel-
ebrate voluntary work, which has now become a basic
resource for sustainable development and reflects the citi-
zen’s awareness of its role in the advancement of their
country. He said the aim behind the conference is to proj-
ect voluntary work and show what the Kuwaiti society
presents to civil society organizations, whether the public
or private sectors, which covers all contributions present-
ed by voluntary teams under the administration of the
social affairs ministry, NGOs, societies and unions. 

Officials mull security
preparations
for ‘Ashura’
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam
Al-Naham met husseiniya officials yesterday in the pres-
ence of Undersecretary for General Security Affairs Lt
Gen Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Acting
Undersecretary for Traffic and Operations Affairs Maj Gen
Abdelaziz Al-Hajiri and other senior officials. The meeting
discussed preparations to secure husseiniyas marking
‘Ashura’ on Muharram 10th and the days leading to that
date. The undersecretary urged husseiniya goers to com-
ply with the law and police instructions in the vicinity of
husseiniyas.

KUWAIT: Participants in the exhibition.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) yester-
day delivered some 2,000 backpacks laden with crucial
school supplies to impoverished children, just in time for
the new academic year. The initiative is an earnest effort
on the venerable Kuwaiti charity’s part to help the children
get an auspicious start to the new school year, KRCS
Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer told the press. The annual
endeavor is a testament to the charity’s commitment to a
sound education and a demonstration in support of stu-
dents, he added. — KUNA

KRCS helps needy
kids get back 
to school

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah received at the
ministry’s diwaniya yesterday 43 policewomen who recently graduated from the Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for
Security Sciences. The new officers swore in before the minister, who then issued decisions to appoint them in
the Ministry of Interior. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


