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US news anchor 
apologizes after 
comparing black 
colleague to ape
WASHINGTON: A television news anchor-
woman in the US apologized on-air after com-
paring her black colleague to a gorilla, NBC
News reported Tuesday. Alex Housden of KOCO
5 News in Oklahoma City made the remark last
Thursday during a segment on an ape whose
handler was running the local zoo’s Instagram for
the day. When a video of a baby gori l la
appeared on screen, Housden, who is white,
turned to her black co-anchor, Jason Hackett,
and said that the ape “kind of looks like you,”
NBC reported.

The following day, a tearful Housden apolo-
gized to Hackett, saying: “I said something yes-
terday that was inconsiderate, it was inappropri-
ate, and I hurt people.” “I want you all to know
from the bottom of my heart, I apologize for
what I said. I know it was wrong and I am so
sorry.” Hackett accepted her apology, but
acknowledged that the words “cut deep for me.”
“I want this to be a teachable moment and that
lesson here is that words, words matter,” he said.
“There’s no doubt about that.”

The incident comes amid heightened racial
tensions in the US following a series of remarks
by Republican President Donald Trump directed
at lawmakers from the Democratic opposition
that have been criticized as racist. The president
in July said four Democratic lawmakers of color
should “go back” to where they came from, then
later called Baltimore, a majority-black city, a
“dangerous & filthy place.”—AFP

GAZA: Security forces loyal to Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas carry away the body of their comrade Salama Al-Nadeem, 32, during his funeral in Gaza City yesterday. —AFP 

Suicide attacks kill three police officers
GAZA: Hamas said yesterday that two
overnight bombings ki l led three
Palestinian police officers in the Gaza
Strip in what witnesses called suicide
attacks as the Palestinian enclave was
placed under a state of alert. Witnesses
told AFP that both bombings were sui-
cide attacks by assailants on motorbikes,
but there was no official confirmation.

A source familiar with the investiga-
tion said a Salafist movement in Gaza,
which is  run by Is lamist  movement
Hamas, that sympathizes with the Islamic
State j ihadist  group was suspected.
Hamas’s interior ministry confirmed the
three deaths, but spoke only of two
“bombings” in Gaza City without provid-
ing details. It said two of the police offi-
cers were 32 and the third was 45. Two
separate police checkpoints were target-
ed, it said.

An investigation was underway as
authorities pledged to track down the
“masterminds”. New police checkpoints
were set up in Gaza City. Hamas leader
Ismai l  Haniya sought to reassure
Palestinians in the enclave of two million
people. “We assure our people that
whatever these explosions are, they will
be brought under control as with every
previous event, and will not be able to
undermine the stability and steadfastness
of our people,” he said in a statement.

Hundreds gathered for funerals 
for the three police officers.

Suicide bombings are rare in the Gaza
Strip. In August 2017, a suicide bomber
killed a Hamas guard in southern Gaza on
the border with Egypt. Hamas has run the
Gaza Strip since 2007 but has been regu-
larly criticized by more radical Salafist
groups in the impoverished, Israeli-block-
aded coastal territory. The Israeli military
said it had not carried out any air raids at
the time of the latest bombings.

Tensions with Israel 
The bombings come at a sensitive time.

Israel and Hamas have fought three wars
since 2008 and tensions have again risen in
recent weeks ahead of Israel’s September
17 elections. Israel’s military on Tuesday
bombed a Hamas military post after mili-
tants in the strip fired a mortar round
across the border, the latest in a string of
such incidents this month. On Monday,
Israel launched air strikes against Hamas in
response to rocket fire, while it also halved
fuel deliveries to the enclave. The punitive
reduction in the flow of fuel to the strip’s
main power station means a cut in Gaza’s
already rationed electricity supply.

The incidents have threatened a fragile
truce that had cooled several severe flare-
ups between Hamas and Israel in recent
months. Brokered by UN and Egyptian

officials, the ceasefire also involves aid to
the Gaza Strip from Qatar. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is widely
seen as wanting to avoid an escalation in
Gaza before the polls due to the political
risk involved, but he has faced calls for
strong action from his electoral opponents.

As a result, there has been speculation
in Israel that Hamas has turned a blind

eye to recent rocket fire and infiltration
attempts by more radical  e lements
instead of preventing them in a bid to
pressure Netanyahu into further conces-
sions. Hamas has not claimed responsibil-
ity for the recent cross-border incidents.
Other militant groups, most prominently
Islamic Jihad, also operate in the Gaza
Strip.—AFP

Amsterdam drug 
culture turn bad 
AMSTERDAM: Long famed for its casual attitude to
marijuana use, the Dutch capital Amsterdam says it
now has a serious problem with hard drugs that has
brought increased violence and corruption at the
hands of “hustlers, parasites and extortionists”.
Money from the lucrative trade in drugs such as
cocaine and ecstasy as well as marijuana has also
found its way in the city’s flourishing real estate mar-
ket, according to a city-commissioned report entitled

“The Other Side of Amsterdam”.
Although marijuana is illegal in the Netherlands,

Amsterdam’s famed “coffee shops” have for decades
sold it openly for the pleasure of residents and tourists
alike. Prosecutors do not press charges for possession
of small amounts and the report said police had largely
given up on trying to enforce small drug offences in the
face of widespread social acceptance.

But this policy has de-facto spread to other drugs,
it said. “Amsterdam has given free rein...to a motley
crew of drugs criminals, a ring of hustlers and para-
sites, middle-men and extortionists, of dubious
notaries and real estate agents,” the report said. At the
top of the criminal chain are wealthy organized crime
bosses who may not be physically located in

Amsterdam, the report said. At the bottom are “crimi-
nal lackeys such as scooter and taxi chauffeurs and
even youthful messenger-boys set to follow quite a
career path: offering murder as a service.”

Recent studies found that 21 percent of Amsterdam’s
population has used marijuana in the past year and 17
percent had used “hard drugs” such as cocaine and
ecstasy, it said. Health authorities estimate up to 70%
of people attending dance festivals may use ecstasy, it
said. Mayor Femke Halsema said she accepted the
report’s criticisms. She intended to continue current
programs, especially those aimed at countering drug
money entering the real estate market, and to improve
Amsterdam’s cooperation with law enforcement,
Halsema said in a statement. —Reuters

GAZA: Relatives of Hamas security member Salama Al-Nadeem, 32, look upon his funeral
procession in Gaza City yesterday. The Gaza Strip was in a ‘state of alert’ yesterday after
explosions in the Palestinian enclave.—AFP


