
LONDON: Ben Stokes’s astonishing match-win-
n ing per formance in  the  th i rd  Ashes  Test  a t
Headingley upstages that of Ian Botham in 1981 at
the same ground, according to former England
captain Mike Brearley.

“It is hard to believe Stokes’s could ever have been,
or even ever will be, surpassed,” wrote Botham’s 1981
captain in The Times.  Both performances included
stamina and skill with the ball as well as a monumental
performance with the bat, each of them securing nar-
row wins for England in cricket’s oldest rivalry. 

Stokes’s 135 not out on Sunday secured an highly
unlikely one-wicket win over Australia — England
required 73 when the last batsman Jack Leach came to
the wicket — and followed a monumental 24-over
bowling stint in the tourists’ second innings during
which he took three wickets.

Botham’s performance in 1981 was equally heroic. In
spite of taking six wickets in Australia’s first innings and
then scoring 50 in England’s first dig, Botham came to
crease a second time with the English following on. 

His unbeaten 149 transformed the outcome of the
Test, setting the stage for Bob Willis to write his name
into folklore with eight wickets in the Australians’ sec-
ond innings as England sealed a remarkable 18-run win.

Brearley likens Stokes, Botham and another cele-
brated all-rounder Freddie Flintoff, who was the star of
the England’s 2005 Ashes victory, to “the finest speci-
men of the thoroughbred old English yeomen.” 

“Vivid though the images from the distant past are,
mental pictures of rampaging bowling and batting by
all three iconic all-rounders, it is difficult now to
remove from the front of my mind the shock, the exhila-
ration, of the recent: the sheer improbability of Stokes’s
performance at Headingley last week,” wrote Brearley.

Brearley, regarded as one of England’s finest cap-
tains, said the trio rode their luck at times. “I like the

story of the man who kept complaining to God about
his bad luck in life; why would God not at least let him
win the lottery?

“Fed up at last with these endless complaints, God
barked down from the sky: ‘Do me a favour, at least buy
a ticket.’ “Stokes, Botham and Flintoff all did rather
more than buy tickets. By their courage, skill, convic-
tion and genius, they earned their luck.”

OUTRAGEOUS RUSTICITY AND DEFIANCE
Brearley, who is now a respected psychoanalyst,

said there were similarities between Botham’s
Headingley innings and that of Stokes. “In a way,
Botham’s 149 not out against Australia at Headingley in
1981 started where Stokes’s 135 not out left off, with
outrageous rusticity and defiance, in the quest for an
apparently unreachable target.

“Echoes of the village green on the respectable are-
na of Headingley.” Brearley, who won 17 and lost just
four of his 31 Tests in charge of England, said all three
players would be people “to go into combat with”.

The 77-year-old also credits the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) for bringing Stokes back despite
protestations from some after he was found not guilty
of affray in a court case last year. 

“Some followers of the game were minded to
exclude him as a bad influence on the young,” wrote
Brearley. “It is to the credit of the ECB, and in the spirit
of cricket, that they gave him a second chance.”

Meanwhile, James Anderson bowled 20 overs for
Lancashire second XI on Tuesday as he took another
step towards proving his fitness for the fourth Ashes
test against Australia.

England’s leading wicket-taker, who is recuperating
from a right calf injury, claimed 1-38 against Durham
second XI at Chester on Tuesday. The 37-year-old
aggravated his calf injury in the Ashes opener at

Edgbaston and missed the following two Tests.
As part of his rehabilitation programme, Anderson

featured for Lancashire’s second XI against
Leicestershire’s second string last week, picking up
two wickets.

If Anderson comes through the four-day match at

Chester unscathed he is expected to reclaim his spot in
the England side for the fourth Test at Old Trafford
starting on Sept 4. England pulled off a dramatic one-
wicket win at Headingley to level the series at 1-1.
Holders Australia will retain the Ashes if they win either
of the final two tests.  — Agencies

Vettel seeking
Belgian break
at happy 
hunting ground
SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Sebastian
Vettel returns to the scene of his last
Formula One win at this weekend’s
Belgian Grand Prix and the German
four-time champion will hope the Spa-
Francorchamps circuit can hand him the
break he needs to end a victory drought.

Vettel, winner of 52 races, has gone
more than a year since he tasted victory
at last year’s Belgian race. While the 32-
year-old has looked a pale shadow of
the driver that won four titles in a row
between 2010-13, his Ferrari team have
also failed to produce a car that can
match the might of dominant rivals
Mercedes this season.

The Maranello-based team have
struggled around twisty tracks, with
Vettel finishing over a minute behind
race-winner Hamilton in third at the last
race in Hungary. But Ferrari have been
better suited to high-speed layouts like
Spa this season. The track that hosts
Sunday’s race and Monza, where
Ferrari’s home Italian Grand Prix will be
held the week after, have been singled

out as the two best opportunities for the
team to shine.

“I think it’s more power-sensitive ...
but there is nothing that is given,” said
Ferrari boss Mattia Binotto, whose team
have not won since last October’s US
Grand Prix, after the race in Hungary. “I
think the situation will be different to
Budapest and we will try to prepare our-
selves the best to seek the first victory.”

The undulating 7km-long Spa-
Francorchamps track, with its fast
sweeps and flat-out blasts, is not just the
longest but also among the fastest cir-
cuits on the calendar and has been a
happy hunting ground for Vettel, who
has won there three times.

A fourth win would see him draw level
with former team-mate Kimi Raikkonen,
the most successful of the current crop
of drivers at Spa. But he will first have to
overcome Lewis Hamilton. The
Mercedes driver, who is also a three-
time winner in Belgium, has won eight of
12 races this season and leads the overall
standings by 62 points from team-mate
Valtteri Bottas.

Neither the 34-year-old nor his
Mercedes team, who have won 10 of the
12 races so far, will have been resting on
their laurels with Sunday’s race marking
Formula One’s return from its August
summer shutdown.

“We’re approaching the start to the
second half of 2019 more like the start to
a completely new season .. .” said
Mercedes team principal Toto Wolff.
“We’re looking forward to the fight.”

Max Verstappen will be hoping to make
it a three-way battle by putting his Red
Bull team in the mix.

Verstappen, who can expect plenty of
support from his orange-clad Dutch
fans, has won two of the last four races,
chalking up more points than even
Hamilton since the Austrian Grand Prix
at the end of June.

Still, his Honda-powered Red Bull
could struggle to match Ferrari and
Mercedes at the horsepower-depen-

dent track. The weekend could also see
some driver announcements, with the
futures of several drivers, including
Hamilton’s Mercedes team-mate Bottas,
up in the air.

Red Bull have already swapped driv-
ers, promoting Thai rookie Alexander
Albon up from sister team Toro Rosso to
drive alongside Verstappen starting this
weekend. He will take Pierre Gasly’s
place, with the Frenchman going back to
the Italian team. — Reuters
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Brearley rates Stokes’s Headingley 
performance greater than Botham’s

LEEDS: File photo shows England’s Ben Stokes reacts as he leaves the pitch after England won the third Ashes
cricket Test match between England and Australia at Headingley in Leeds, northern England. — AFP

Anderson steps up recovery from injury ahead of fourth Ashes test

Sebastian Vettel

Smith says Archer
blow brought 
back difficult 
memories
LONDON: Australia talisman Steve Smith has
said he will change nothing in his approach to
facing Jofra Archer after being hit by a short ball
from England’s tearaway paceman but admitted
the blow had revived troubling memories of
Phillip Hughes.

Smith’s former Australia team mate Hughes
died after being struck with a bouncer during a
Sheffield Shield match in Sydney in 2014, shining
the spotlight on the dangers of short-pitched
bowling. Smith was floored by a short Archer ball
in the second test at Lord’s, and although he
returned to bat again after a concussion test, he
was later ruled out of the third match at
Headingley, which England won in a cliffhanger
by one wicket. The former captain said his mind
was racing after the immediate impact of the blow
from Archer’s delivery.

“I had a few things running through my mind,
particularly where I got hit,” Smith told reporters.

“Like a bit of the past sort of came up, if you
know what I mean, from a few years ago. That
was probably the first thing I thought about.

“Then I thought, ‘I’m actually OK here’. I was a
bit sad, but I was alright mentally for the rest of
that afternoon.”

With Australia’s best batsman sidelined at
Headingley, all-rounder Ben Stokes scored a
magnificent unbeaten century to carry Joe Root’s
England to victory and level the five-match series
at 1-1 ahead of the fourth test at Old Trafford next
week.

Smith did not relish being a spectator at
Headingley but said he expected to be back in the
thick of it in Manchester.

He dismissed the idea that Archer might have
an edge against him should they face off again.

“No, I’m not really going to change anything.
There’s been a bit of talk that he’s got the wood
over me but he hasn’t got me out,” said Smith of
England’s tearaway paceman.

“He hit me on the head on a wicket that was a
bit up and down at Lord’s.

“All the other bowlers have had more success
against me, I dare say. I’ve faced them a bit more
but they’ve all got me out a lot more, so, yeah,
pretty comfortable about that.”

Smith sounded equally comfortable with the
prospect of an even heavier short ball barrage at
Old Trafford.

“If you bowl it up there it means they can’t
nick me off or hit me on the pad or hit the
stumps,” he shrugged.

“With the Dukes ball, I don’t know — it’s an
interesting ploy, so we’ll see what happens.”
Governing body Cricket Australia is looking to
make neck guards compulsory on helmets within
a year to give batsmen more protection. Smith
said he had tried them out and his heart-rate had
gone up about “30 or 40” beats per minute.

“I just feel claustrophobic. I compare it to
being stuck in an MRI scan machine so it was dif-
ferent,” he said. “At some point they’re probably
going to become mandatory so I am going to
have to get used to them.” — Reuters

World junior sprint
queen Williams fails
doping test
KINGSTON: Double world under-20 sprint champion
Briana Williams could miss next month’s World
Championships after reportedly testing positive for the
banned diuretic hydrochlorothiazide (HCTZ).

The Jamaican daily The Gleaner said that the 17-year-
old initially failed the doping test after the National
Senior Championships between June 20-23 where she
placed third in the 100 metres to secure a spot in the
national team for the World Championships in Doha.

The newspaper said Tuesday that the ‘B’ sample had
reportedly confirmed the presence of the substance.

Williams’ representative Emir Crowne said they had
not yet received confirmation of the ‘B’ sample and insist-
ed that the sprinter had not done anything wrong.

Her team reportedly say that the teenager used a con-
taminated cold and flu medication — which she had
declared on her testing protocol form — as the source of
the banned substance.

“Our primary position will be that Ms Williams bears
no fault in the circumstances and there should be no
sanctions levied against her. That will be our primary
position,” Crowne told The Gleaner.

The medication, which does not list HCTZ as an active
ingredient, was subsequently sent by Williams’ team to be
tested independently in the USA, where it was confirmed
that it was contaminated with traces of the banned
diuretic, the newspaper reported. 

Florida-born Williams was just 16 when she won the
100m and 200m at last year’s World Under-20
Championships in Tampere which gained her nominations
for the IAAF Female Rising Start and the Laureus

Breakthrough of the Year Awards. The Jamaica Athletics
Administrative Association (JAAA) is set to name its team
for Doha on September 6.

Last week, American sprinter Christian Coleman
vowed to fight allegations that he missed three drug tests,
saying he is confident a September hearing will clear him
to compete at the World Championships. — AFP

Windies keep
faith with batting
lineup for second
India Test
KINGSTON: West Indies’ selectors
have kept faith with the batting lineup
that was skittled for 100 runs in a lop-
sided f irst  test against India in the
Caribbean on Sunday.

Only one player has been omitted for
the second Test, fast bowler Miguel
Cummins who failed to take a wicket in
Antigua. He makes way for all-rounder
Keemo Paul , who is avai lable after
recovering from an ankle injury.

The second Test starts in Kingston,
Jamaica tomorrow. India won the first
test by 318 runs, with West Indies dis-
missed for  222  in  the  f i rs t  inn ings
before making only 100 in their sec-
ond knock.

West Indies’ top order was especially
disappointing. Openers Kraigg
Brathwaite (14 and 1) and John Campbell
(23 and 7) went cheaply, while numbers
three and four Shamarh Brooks (11 and
2) and Darren Bravo (18 and 2) did not
contribute much either. — Reuters

MONACO: In this file photograph taken on February 18,
2019, Jamaican sprinter Briana Williams poses on the
red carpet before the 2019 Laureus World Sports Awards
ceremony at the Sporting Monte-Carlo complex in
Monaco.  — AFP


