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MEXICO CITY: As Mexico struggles to stop the
bloodshed unleashed by its “drug wars”, the vi-
olence casts a long shadow over ordinary life for
many Mexicans. On Nov 22, AFP deployed a
team of photo and video journalists across the
country to document the daily brutality for 24
hours. These are their reflections on covering the
deadly onslaught gripping the country, where
more than 250,000 people have been murdered
since the government deployed the army to fight
drug cartels in 2006.

‘Constant contact with death’ 
Everything in Ciudad Juarez is extreme: The

arid climate of the Chihuahuan desert, the stark
contrasts of the US-Mexican border, the vio-
lence. It was once dubbed the “murder capital of
the world”, before other cities overtook it. To
photojournalist Herika Martinez, 36, it is home.
“My images tell the stories of mothers who have
lost a daughter, victims of massacres, communi-
ties that have been deserted because of the vio-
lence,” she says.

Death can come for anyone, anytime here -
in cartel turf wars or anti-narcotics operations.
Sometimes innocent civilians are caught in the
crossfire. “Being a photojournalist in Ciudad
Juarez means being in constant contact with
death and suffering. It means living other peo-
ple’s pain, and then having it become your

own, against a backdrop of tears, bullets,
blood,” she adds. Raul Morales, 41, is a video
journalist in the city. The toughest part of the
job, he says, is separating his work chronicling
the violence from “my feelings as a father,
brother, son or husband.”

‘Red pages’ 
Pedro Pardo, 44, says he never really wanted

to cover “la nota roja,” or “red pages”- the sto-
ries of daily violence that are a fixture of the
Mexican press. But working for nine years in the
southern state of Guerrero, one of the most vio-
lent in Mexico, the “nota roja” came looking for
him. He has had to learn to live with the trauma
of photographing mutilated remains, charred
bodies and severed body parts. “As photojour-
nalists, we couldn’t just ignore the violence. We
had a responsibility to inform people,” says
Pardo, who is now based in Mexico City. But he
adds: “It pains me sometimes to look at my own
pictures. I’m human.”

On the northern border with the United
States, in Tijuana - a jumping-off point for mi-
grants chasing the American dream, and a bat-
tleground for rival cartels - Guillermo Arias, 43,
found himself drawn to a mass grave turned me-
morial to Mexico’s faceless victims. He fixated
on the inscriptions painted there: “Where are
you?” “What happened here?” “Never again.”

‘You breathe death’ 
Ulises Ruiz, 42, is based in Mexico’s second

city, Guadalajara. He says a Mexico without
narco-violence is “a very distant idea.” “The au-
thorities are overwhelmed. Every day there are
murders, kidnappings, people tortured and their
bodies dumped in public, mothers looking for their
missing children, investigators searching in mass

graves,” he says. “It’s impossible to cover it all.”
Rashide Frias, 35, lives in Culiacan, capital of

the western state of Sinaloa - jailed drug kingpin
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman’s bastion. One of his
pictures for this project, taken at night, shows a
compact car illuminated by a glassy halo of light
that reveals a dead man at the wheel, his pale
face slumped back. —AFP
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GUADALAJARA, Mexico: Policemen are seen at a crime scene on Nov 22, 2019. —AFP

US cop under 
investigation for 
fondling corpse 
LOS ANGELES: An officer with the Los Angeles Police Department
is under investigation after his body camera allegedly caught him
fondling a deceased woman’s breasts. A police spokesman confirmed
the probe to AFP on Wednesday but would not discuss details of the
case. “We are aware of it and an administrative investigation has
begun,” Lieutenant Chris Ramirez said. “We cannot discuss the case
because it’s a personnel matter and because of litigation issues.”

An official familiar with the case who spoke to AFP on condition of
anonymity said the incident unfolded after the officer and his partner
responded to a call about a woman who was possibly dead in a resi-
dential unit. Once the pair determined the woman was deceased, one
of the officers left the room, the official said. “The one who is accused
went back in to where the deceased woman was and allegedly fondled
her breasts,” he added. Although the officer had turned his body cam-
era off, a two-minute buffer on the device captured the incident.

The official said the footage was uncovered during a random in-
spection and reaction among the force has been “utter disgust”. “This
has no place in law enforcement or anywhere,” he said. “There needs
to be and there always has been a reverence of respect for folks who
have died, and from the rank and file all the way up to the chief, it’s
just total disgust at this.”

In a statement, the Los Angeles Police Protective League, the union
that represents officers, said the allegations are “extremely disturbing”.
“If this allegation is true, then the behavior exhibited by this officer is
not only wrong, but extremely disturbing, and does not align with the
values we, as police officers, hold dear and these values include re-
spect and reverence for the deceased,” the statement said. Police said
the officer has been placed on leave pending the outcome of the
probe. —AFP

Trayvon Martin’s 
killer sues teen’s 
family in US court 
MIAMI: George Zimmerman, who fatally shot Trayvon Martin in
Florida in 2012, is suing the teenager’s family, their attorney, the
US state and others for more than $100 million, his lawyer said
Wednesday. Zimmerman said he shot Martin - an African Ameri-
can - in self-defense, but the teen’s family and friends insisted it
was a murder driven by racism. The lawsuit claims that “that the
prosecution’s key witness in his 2013 murder trial... was an im-
poster” who “provided false statements to incriminate Zimmerman
based on coaching from others,” his lawyer Larry Klayman said
in a statement.

“Zimmerman, who faced a life sentence had been wrongly con-
victed, based on the alleged false evidence, is suing for damages in
excess of $100 million,” Klayman said. Ben Crump, the Martin fam-
ily’s lawyer and one of those named in the lawsuit, slammed it as
“unfounded and reckless,” and said that it was “a shameless attempt
to profit off the lives and grief of others”.

Zimmerman “would have us believe that he is the innocent victim
of a deep conspiracy, despite the complete lack of any credible ev-
idence to support his outlandish claims,” Crump said in a statement.
“This tale defies all logic, and it’s time to close the door on these
baseless imaginings,” he added.

While serving as a neighborhood watch volunteer in a gated
community in Florida in February 2012, Zimmerman fatally shot high
school student Martin as he was walking home with iced tea and
candy. Zimmerman insisted he had been following the teenager on
suspicion he was involved in robbery, and that he shot him in an act
of self-defense. His trial and subsequent acquittal exposed deep
racial divides in US society, in a case that sparked nationwide
protests. —AFP

News in brief

Eight dead in gas explosion 

WARSAW: Eight people, including four children, were killed
after a gas explosion destroyed a house in a ski resort in the
south of Poland late Wednesday, local authorities said.
Around 200 rescuers had scoured the debris of the house
in Szczyrk yesterday morning to find the bodies. No one else
is believed to have been inside when the explosion occurred.
“It appears that this is the final toll,” local prefect Jaroslaw
Wieczorek told reporters, but added that rescuers will con-
tinue looking just to make sure. The local gas distributor,
PSG, said that the explosion had been preceded by a sudden
drop in pressure in the gas pipeline, which could indicate
that the pipeline had been accidentally punctured during
nearby construction works. —AFP 

Man burnt to death in church 

LAGOS: A man was burnt to death yesterday after a pastor
mistook petrol for water during a healing service in Lagos,
the emergency services said. “The pastor picked a keg be-
lieving it contained water not knowing it was filled with
petrol,” said Ibrahim Farinloye of the National Emergency
Management Agency. “In the process of emptying the con-
tents on the man, a lit candle nearby sparked fire that engulfed
both of them,” Farinloye told AFP. The church fire in the
Baruwa area in the north of the sprawling city spread to
nearby oil pipelines, which burst into flames, he added. “We
have recovered the body of a man. He was burned beyond
recognition, while another person (the pastor) was injured
with severe burns,” Farinloye said. —AFP


